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Saints to call on in a pandemic 
By Larry Peterson 

Basically every situation we face in life has a heavenly intercessor specifically linked to it.  
 

W e Catholics have a lot of patron saints, such 
that basically every facet of life experience is 

covered by some saint who has a connection to it. 

 

Even if a situation looks plain impossible, we can 
always turn to St. Jude, the patron of Impossible. 

 

The reasons that saints are connected to their pat-
ronages can be obvious and direct, or sometimes 
quite humorous. But it’s consoling to know that a 
heavenly intercessor is always at the ready to pre-
sent our needs to the Lord. 

 

It’s not surprising, then, that we have a handful of saints to call on in pandemics. Since coronavirus is on eve-
ryone’s mind, here are a few saints with whom we can strike up a conversation about our present needs. 

Let us start with the Four Holy Marshals. Of the four, we are only including two: St. Quirinus of Neuss, a 
patron saint for fighting smallpox, and St. Anthony the Great, a patron saint for combating the plague. 
 

St. Quirinus of Neuss – Patron for those affected by bubonic plague and smallpox 

Quirinus was born in the first century and died in the year 116 A.D. Legend has it that he was a Roman trib-
une and was ordered to execute Alexander, Eventius, and Theodolus. These men had been arrested on orders 
of the emperor. Their crime: being Christian. 

But Quirinus witnessed miracles performed by the three men and was baptized into the faith along with his 
daughter, Balbina. He and Balbina were decapitated for becoming Christian and buried in the catacomb on 
the Via Appia. 

 

Move ahead 1,500 years. Documents from Cologne, dated 1485, say Quirinus’ body was donated in 1050 by 
Pope Leo IX to his sister, the abbess of Neuss. Soon after, Charles the Bold of Burgundy laid siege to Neuss 
with his army spreading from western Germany, the Netherlands, and as far south as Italy. The citizens of 
Neuss invoked Quirinus for help, and the siege ended. Wellsprings popped up and were dedicated to him. He 
was then called on to fight against bubonic plague and smallpox. 
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This saying by farmers is associated with Quirinus’ feast day of March 
30, a similar tradition to Groundhog Day. It reads, “As St. Quirinus Day 
goes, so will the summer.”  

 
St. Anthony the Great – Patron of those affected by infectious dis-
eases 

One of the greatest saints of the early Church, Anthony was one of the 
first monks and is considered the founder and father of organized Chris-
tian monasticism. 

 

He organized disciples into a community and these communities even-
tually spread throughout Egypt. Anthony is known as Anthony the 
Great, Anthony of Egypt, Anthony of the Desert, and Anthony of 
Thebes.  He is also known as the Father of All Monks. His feast day is 
celebrated on January 17. 

 

St. Anthony the Great is also invoked as a patron against infectious dis-
eases. 

 
Edwin the Martyr (St. Edmund) — Patron for victims of pandemics 

Edmund is an acknowledged patron against pandemics. Much is written 
about this saint from the 9th century who died in 869. Interestingly 
though, hardly anything is known for certain about him. Yet there are 
churches all over England dedicated to him. The Danes murdered him 
when they conquered his army in 869. 

 

Edmund the Martyr, in addition to being the patron saint invoked 
against pandemics, is also the patron of torture victims and protection 
from the plague. 

 

We might mention a few more saints who are patrons for those who 
struggle with familiar illnesses and afflictions: 

 

 St. Damien of Molokai: Patron saint of those with leprosy 
(Hansen’s disease) 

 St. Dymphna: The 15-year-old Irish girl who is patroness of emo-
tional disorders 

 The Fourteen Holy Helpers: Epidemics, especially the bubonic 
plague (the Black Death) 

 St. Matthias: Patron saint of alcoholics and those with smallpox 

 St. Tryphon:  Patron to aid us in fighting off bed bugs, rodents, and 
locusts 

 

The list is endless. What’s certain is that the saints are waiting for your 
call. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_patron_saints_by_occupation_and_activity


ARE YOU 

NEW? 
What to Expect at 

Blessed Trinity 
 

Welcoming 
Our parishioners love meeting new 
people and sharing their lives with 
others. You’ll also be greeted by 
some of the most welcoming people 
you’ve ever met at a Church - and 
we’re not just talking about the Hos-
pitality team. 

 
Family Focused 

If you have children, they are AL-
WAYS welcome to celebrate Mass 
with the community! Our Family 
Faith Formation program invites the 
whole family to participate in learn-
ing about the faith. 
 

Dynamic Worship 
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be en-
couraged and invigorated by the com-
munity’s full, conscious, and active 
participation in the Liturgy. Our 
Community loves to SING! From 
traditional hymns to contemporary 
worship music, the word of God is 
proclaimed in a dynamic fashion. The 
homilies are geared towards challeng-
ing our parishioners to become better 
Christians. 

 
A Church Unlike Any Other 

There’s so much more to talk about! 
Our Parish is a wonderful, dynamic 
community and we welcome you to 
celebrate liturgy with us this week-
end!  

 
It doesn’t matter if this is your first 
time, 50th time, or first time in 50 
years - know that you always have a 
place to worship, and a community to 
belong to at Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church.  

 

To learn more, visit 
WWW.BTSP.ORG 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
I am sharing with you this week a letter I have received from a 
winter resident in response to my column 
Two weeks ago. If everyone did this we would be well on our 
way in reaching our goal to increase our weekly offering. This 
initiative we will begin in about 3 weeks. My hope no matter 
how large or small if everyone participates it will have a big 
impact on our weekly offertory collections. Thanks so much for 
all you do for our parish. 

 
 
A Letter from a “Snowbird” 
 
Dear Snowbirds! 
 
You are probably coming towards the end of your stay here in 
Florida, and your last chances to attend Mass at Blessed Trinity. 
I am one of you and am not anxious to return o cold weather! 
 
I hope you read Father Wayne’s letter in this past Sunday’s bul-
letin about Embracing a New Vision for the church. I read it, 
and when I read the challenges this church faces, I wanted to 
share this thought with you. 
 
There are many ways members of this church can help to Em-
brace a New Vision, but those of us who head out for our north-
ern homes aren’t able to help in a local way. When I read about 
the steady decline in offerings over the past three years, and 
how last summer was the worst in seven years, I 
thought….what can we snowbirds do to help with this? 
 
May I suggest when you make your weekly contribution to your 
home parish, you set aside any amount you are able to, and mail 
it off to Blessed Trinity. The address is on the bulletin and on 
the internet as well.  It’s what I’m going to try to do and I hope 
you will too!  When and if we are able to return next year, may-
be Father Wayne will have better news for all of us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
A fellow Snowbird 

 

“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by: 
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor 
727-867-3663 
pastor@btsp.org 



Mass Intentions  
Saturday, March 21 
4:00 p.m.  Anthony and James Celata (Dec) 
 
Sunday, March 22, Fourth Sunday of Lent 
8:00 a.m.  Gladys Reish (Dec) 
   Robert Lewis (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Jill Maney (Liv) 
 
Monday, March 23 
8:00 a.m.   Rachel Dutilly (Liv) 
 
Tuesday, March 24 

8:00 a.m.   Vickie Carunana (Dec) 
 
Wednesday, March 25 
8:00am  For Vocations 
 
Thursday, March 26 
8:00 a.m.   Annemarie Boss (Liv) 
   Maureen Rocks (Dec) 
 
Friday, March 27 
8:00 a.m.   A. Frederick Susi (Dec) 
 
Saturday, March 28 
8:00 a.m.  Harriet Schuessler (Dec) 
4:00 p.m.  Karl Aselage (Dec) 
   Dr. Malcomb Jones & Staff (Liv) 
 
Sunday, March 29, Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8:00 a.m.  Christine Edwards Potter (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Norman Scott (Dec) 

Are You Looking to Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida requires 
at least six months preparation before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, 
Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment before set-
ting a date.  

Baptism 
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church for the Baptism of your child! We ask that you please call our 
Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for information re-
garding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.  

Office Hours 
Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm, Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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Best Lent Ever 
Will this Lent be your  

Best Lent Ever? 
 

Journals designed to accompany 
this year's Lenten Journey offered 
by Dynamic Catholic are "free" 
and available in the parish office if 
you have signed up at:  
BestLentEver.com/2020. 
Daily videos plus thought provok-
ing questions will guide and in-
spire you and hopefully make this 
Lent your very best Lent ever! 

Messa in Italiano 
 

Our Lady’s Chapel,  
Cathedral of St. Jude 
5815 - 5th Avenue N.,  

St. Petersburg 
Phone: 727 – 347 - 9702 

March 29th, 2020 at 4:00 PM. 
 

Please come to pray and sing in 
ITALIANO (Italian) 

Celebrant:  
Fr. Anthony M. Fortunato, O. de M. 

(Mercedarian Friar) 



Want  to try Online Giving?  
Go to our website at  btsp.org 

and click the online giving  
button.   
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Offertory Report 

March 15 Offertory $5,251.00 

Building Fund   $10.00 

APA   $538.00 

Easter Flowers  $621.00 

Catholic Relief (CRS) $614.00 

Gift Shop  $164.00 

St. Vincent de Paul $112.00 

Easter Altar Flowers 
Your donation helps to cover the costs for more than flowers, it helps with extra musicians, palms for 

Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday flowers, and other Easter liturgical essentials.  Thank you for your support 

The donor’s name will be listed in a special booklet given out on Easter. Your coupon or envelope will be 

placed on the altar.  Please print clearly so we can correctly list your name in the booklet.  Return the 

coupon or envelope by April 6th along with your donation. 

Please Check One: 

  In Honor of       In Memory of  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Donor’s Name: _____________________________________________________Donation Amount: $ ____________ 

Sometimes donor’s ask us to print their loved ones instead of the donor’s name.  Some put many names on the form 

and some we simply cannot read making it not feasible for a small booklet. 

APA 2019 
We need your help!  The APA 2019 balance is $31,985.  Some 
of you have been extremely generous with your gift to the 
APA Campaign. 
Thank you so very much.  We are very grateful for your gen-
erosity.  Some gave some but over 500 people gave nothing.  
At this point if every family gave $44.00 we could pay off our 
obligation for 2019.   
We still need to tackle the new 2020 APA Campaign. 

Catholic Relief Services 
 
This week, we take up The Catholic Re-
lief Services Collection to help Jesus in 
disguise. This collection helps six Cath-
olic agencies to provide struggling com-
munities with relief and support and to 
work for peace and reconciliation 
among our marginalized brothers and 
sisters here and around the world. 
Please prayerfully consider how you 
can support the collection. Learn more 
about the collection at www.usccb.org/
catholic-relief. 



 

Receive Encouragement Each Day 
 

You are invited to sign up to receive daily 
Scripture reflections on Courageously Living 
the Gospel that will provide suggestions and 
prayers for more boldly living your faith. Re-
flection writers include local Catholic leaders 
such as Bishop Gregory Parkes. You can 
choose to receive the reflections via email or 
text. Sign up to be courageous, visit 
www.dosp.org/reflection.  

This Week at Blessed Trinity 
 

All events have been postponed or canceled. 
Please see the Mass Intentions  

for the Mass schedule. 
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Lord Jesus Christ,  

our Divine Physician, 

We ask you to guard and protect us  

from the Corona Virus  

and all serious illness.  

For all that have died from it, 

 have mercy;  

For all those that are ill now,  

bring healing. 

For those searching for a remedy,  

enlighten them;  

For medical caregivers helping the sick,  

strengthen and shield them.  

For those working to contain the spread, 

grant them success;  

For those afraid, grant peace.  

May your precious blood  

be our defense and salvation.  

By your grace, may you turn the evil  

of disease into moments of  

consolation and hope.  

May we always fear the contagion of sin  

more than any illness.  

We abandon ourselves to  

your infinite mercy. Amen. 

~Pedro de la Cruz  

In light of those who cannot attend Mass due 
to health issues and the corona virus, please 
check visit EWTN on 
Frontier: channel 285 and Spectrum: channel 
1340 or 78.  
You can visit https://www.ewtn.com/tv/
schedule for a full schedule of Masses.  

http://www.dosp.org/reflection
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/schedule
https://www.ewtn.com/tv/schedule


Adkins, Chantale 
Albertson, Michelle  
Antczak, Harriet 
Arnold, Barbara 
Attard, Stephanie 
Banks, Cathy  
Barry, Marian 
Beekman, Connie 
Bennett, Elizabeth 
Blondheim, Carmen 
Bogensberger, Rosemary 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Brown, Buck 
Brown, Dorothy 
Brown III, George 
Brown, Shaquita 
Browning, Rea 
Bruce, Phil 
Buckwald, Diane 
Carfora, Palma 
Ceci, Shirley 
Chavez, John 
Chris, David 
Christ, Kathryn  
Cline, Wayne  
Cohn, Joan 
Congiu, Rita 
Dawson, Anthony Peter 

Deacon Lionel Roberts 
DeLucca, Rosemary 
Detore, Alice 
Deuel, Fred 
Devyn & Donna 
DeZarn, Vickie 
Doiron, Gary 
Feehan, Joe 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferero, Antoinette 
Fiedler, Meghan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Forbes, Rahim 
Forbes, Tina May 
Fr. Jim Klima 
Fraser, Sue Chapman 
Freda, Eileen  
Garcia, Jose M. 
Gaskin, Douglas 
Genereux, Carol 
Graeme, Mary 
Gregg, Joan 
Griffin, Lynda Butler 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hamilton, Tom 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Heylan, Edward H. 

Hepp, Loren 
Hildebrand, Bud 
Huff, Walt & Carole 
Iglesias, Olivia 
Infant Ursa 
Kantowicz, Jan  
Keithly, Claire  
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie 
King, Ada  
Kleinberger, Donovan 
Kline, Irene 
Krieger, Mary 
Kwesell, Eugene 
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Annette 
Lawrence, Sandy 
Leath, Bill  
Lee, Donald 
LeVan, George 
Lindsay, Jane  
Lovelace, Melayna 
Lucas, Laura  
Lyons, Laura 
Mack, Jackson  
Maharne, Cecile 
Mahoney, Colleen 
Maitland, Steve 

Mark, Jacqueline 
Marois, Mary 
McGarry, Jean 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Merchant, Geraldine 
Merchant, Rhoda 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Meyer, Patricia 
Monahan, Sheila 
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan 
Neumann, Janet 
Nichols, Robert 
Nicholson, Maria 
Noguez, Armida 
Nuñez, Marleny 
Palumbo, Al 
Pezzulo, Irene  
Phillips, James 
Pope, Stoney 
Privitera, Sandy  
Ray, Terry 
Reardon, Kevin  
Reardon, Kara  
Reed, Edward, Jr. 
Rivera, Joel 
Reyes, Nila  
Robinson, Agnes 

Romani, Angelo &  
Marlene 
Rosa, Joe & Nina 
Sanders, Kimberly 
Sanders, Marilyn 
Schneider, Mary Jo 
Sclafani, Francesco 
Sharp, Jennett  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Sheridan, Samantha  
Simpson, Rose 
Smith, Anita 
St. Pierre, Rick 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Storey, Barbara 
Thompson, Bill 
Thompson, Susan 
Thore, Isabelle  
Vishnisky, Wayne 
Watson, Doug &  Claire 
Whalen, Dorothy 
Wood, Jena 
Youngman, Ruth 
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