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4th Sunday of Lent

Meet a few of the “hidden people” of Lent

These sweet stories will bring a smile to your face and remind you that there's goodness in the world.
I left church on Ash Wednesday and, just like everyone else, I had freshly smeared ashes on my forehead, ready
to embrace the Lenten season.
But along with three others in the congregation, there was something a bit different about my walk out of church.
The four of us had small vials of ashes in our pockets along with our pyxes that contained the Holy Eucharist. We
are Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and, in addition to Holy Communion, we are privileged to be
able to distribute ashes on Ash Wednesday.
My three friends were going to different places: one to the hospital, and the other two to nursing homes. As for
me, I make individual home visits and I had five to do.
Three of the people I saw are in their mid-90s, and one is 86. Then there is the “baby” of the group, Terri. She is
all of 59. This poor woman, because of a botched hernia operation last May, almost died. She has had several
surgeries since, and faces another eight-hour operation in April. Through it all, when I arrive, she always has a
ready smile on her face. How uplifting that is to see.
So please, come with me as I stop at the homes of a few more of these “hidden” Catholics. You might enjoy the
change of venue. (I will just use their first names.)
EVELYN My first stop is at Evelyn’s. She is 94 years old and is always impeccably dressed when I arrive. Her
hair is done, makeup on, and lipstick perfectly applied. Evelyn is from New Jersey, and we get along great (I’m
from the Bronx). I have been seeing her weekly for three years. She always asks, “Larry, when do you think God
will take me? I’ve lived long enough.”
Article cont’d inside
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I always tell her she is only “upper middle-age” and God needs prayer warriors, so
that is her job — and to get out her rosary and get busy working.
She smiles, reaches over to the table, and lifts her beads. “What do you think these
are? I’m wearing them out.”
We both laugh, I hug her, and it is off to see Marie.
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MARIE Marie is 95 and is “all business.” She is waiting at the door for me, and it
opens before I even knock. I ask her how she is, and she answers, as always, “Oh,
I’m fine, thank you.”
I am usually only with her for about five minutes. She smiles and tells me to have
a nice week and asks me to pray for her son who is having car trouble. I tell her I
will, even though he has “car trouble” every week.
“BIG JIM” Jim is an 86-year-old ex-Marine, former Greyhound dog trainer, and
a baker. I arrive at his place, and after about 15 minutes, I leave with three packages
of freshly baked cookies and a loaf of still-warm banana bread. Jim has been sick
since Thanksgiving with an infection that got into his lungs and caused blood
poisoning. I know he is better because he is baking again. Praise the Lord.

Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Tom Kirchhoefer, VA
Chaplain

VIRGINIA The highlight of my Ash Wednesday was my final visit. This last one
just shows how little things can mean SO MUCH to someone.

HOLY DAYS
7:30, 9 am & 7 pm
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Saturday: 8:00 am

I walked into Virginia’s small apartment and she was just sitting there as she always
is. I said to her, “Before we do anything I have something for you.”

My friend Virginia rarely has any visitors. Last Sunday when I brought her the
Eucharist, she told me that her birthday is March 6, and she would be turning 97.
MASS SCHEDULE
I knew she would spend the day alone. So Tuesday night, I stopped in the
Saturday: 4:00 PM Vigil
supermarket and got her a small red-velvet cheesecake topped with cream and a
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am
cherry.
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I took the small cake out of the container, took a candle from my pocket and put it
in the cake, and lit it. Then I said, “I can’t sing, Virginia, but this is for you!”
I began to sing “Happy Birthday,” and the biggest smile spread over her face. This
was followed by tears running down her cheeks. (Some began running down mine,
too.) It turned into an unexpectedly special moment and her reaction demonstrates
how sometimes the tiniest kindness can mean so much to someone, especially a
lonely person in her late 90s.
Here’s wishing everyone an uplifting and spiritually rewarding Lenten season.
By Larry Peterson, reprinted with permission from Aleteia
Is God calling you to do more? Does the story above speak to your heart?
Blessed Trinity has quite a few parishioners living at Westminster Shores that
are in need of someone to bring The Precious Body of Christ - Eucharist - to
them each Sunday. If you live in or near Westminster Shores and would like to
serve your neighbors in need, please contact Aimée Holley at 727-687-2829.
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THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor

Dear Friends in Christ,

Sacrament of Reconcilitation
Thursday, April 4 at 7:00 p.m.
Every year during our Lenten Journey, we offer a retreat which I presented to the parish two weeks ago about
‘Christ our Hope.’ We also offer an opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Again this year the priests
from the St. Anthony Friary will assist us with confession.
Lent, as Pope Emeritus Benedict the XVI reminds us, is a favorable season to meditate on the reality of sin in
the light of God’s infinite mercy, which the Sacrament of Penance expresses in its loftiest form.
The Lenten Season, in which we now find ourselves, reminds us that in our Christian life we must always
aspire to conversion and that when we receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation frequently, the desire for Gospel
perfection is kept alive in believers.
If this constant desire is absent, the celebration of the Sacrament unfortunately risks becoming something
formal that has no effect on the fabric of daily life.
At a clergy gathering last week we had an opportunity for the Sacrament of Reconciliation in which many
priests took advantage of including myself. I encourage you to take this opportunity in your Lenten Journey
to join us in celebrating the gift of Mercy.

New Community Organizer at FAST
Welcome Jessica Sanchez
Jessica Sanchez is a Community Organizer at FAST, she works with the Justice Ministry
in different congregations by strengthening civil society engagement.
Jessica graduated from the University of Central Florida with a diploma in International
and Global Studies and a Minor in Diplomacy; she has core values for social justice and
equality and has dedicated her career to fulfill this call.
Jessica interned for over a year at Global Hope Network International and at the Geneva
Institute for Public Policy where she witnessed global leaders coming together to transform their nations
through peace and reconciliation. These experiences reaffirmed her desire to dedicate her life to social justice.
Jessica is originally from Colombia and came to the United States 11 years ago where she has resided since
then. Her immediate family lives in the U.S. but the rest of her family is in Colombia. Jessica enjoys traveling,
reading and practicing yoga.
Jessica has the vision to make the world a better place and is committed to work hard to achieve this goal for
as long as she is able to.
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This Week In Worship
The Passion of the
Christ Holy week
showing

We will be offering 2
showings of Mel Gibson's
"The Passion of the Christ"
during Holy Week. Please
consider joining us to view
this special film depicting
the Passion of Our Lord.
What a wonderful way to help to make this Lent a
special one. Even if you have seen it in the past,
you always see things you missed before!
We will have one showing on Monday, April 15th,
at 7 PM in the Faith Formation Room. A second
showing will be on Wednesday, April 17th at 1:30
PM in the Faith Formation room. Please consider
joining us at one of these two showings.

ATTENTION SEASONAL
PARISHIONERS:
The boxes of offertory envelopes for 2019 have
arrived! Please pick them up in the Parish office at
your earliest convenience. Office hours are Monday
through Friday
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

4th Sunday of Lent
Sat., March 30
Porfliero Del Cristo (dec)
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
James Lawler
4:00 p.m.
th
Sun., March 31 - 4 Sunday of Lent
Antonietta Santaru (dec)
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Julie Stosz
11:30 a.m.
& Josephine Gilberto (dec)

Mon., April 1
(dec)
Jean Doroski
8:00 a.m.
Tues., April 2
(dec)
Marilyn Sullivan
8:00 a.m.
Wed., April 3
Vocations
8:00 a.m.
Thurs., April 4
8:00 a.m. Holly & Francesco Sclafani (liv)
Fri., April 5
Peter & Elsa Beddoe (dec)
8:00 a.m.
Sat., April 6
8:00 a.m. Joy, Monica, Jandie Paula (dec)
(dec)
Bob Rogers
4:00 p.m.
Sun., April 7 - 5th Sunday of Lent
(dec)
Thomas Jeszke
8:00 a.m.
& Antonietta Santoro (dec)
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
Patricia McDowell (dec)
11:30 a.m.

Parish Fish Fry
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Happening every Friday
through April 12th

Menu:
Baked or Fried Fish | French Fries
Mac & Cheese Cole Slaw | Biscuit
Dessert
Beverages include:
Lemonade | Tea | Water
Beer and Wine available for donation

Cost: $9.00 for adults
To Go Orders Available

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage.
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a parish
priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We ask that
you please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.
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by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager
Have you ever had someone try to coerce you into their diet?
Preparing for many family meals, I try to be considerate of the diet of
others, but I don’t want to be on their diet. I have struggled with what
to serve when my son, his wife, and their two year old visit. Last time
we ate together they were on a paleo diet. So for their overnight stay
last weekend I researched breakfast paleo style. I came up with a plan
- only to find out they are now on the Keto diet.
In my money matters article I hope you don’t feel like you are
being coerced in finances when I give you some direct costs of repairs
we had to make or the balance due on APA or other liabilities. I believe
that sharing the truth is important. Growing up I wondered what the
priest did all week since he only worked on the weekends. (Fr. Wayne,
I know you must be laughing by now.) The small town church did not
have any employees, so all of the offering must go to electric and food
for the pastor. Now you might be laughing but I have to tell you I still
have people ask me what kind of expenses could the church possibly
have and what does the pastor do all week?
The church has liturgical, administrative, operational, insurances,
salaries, repair and replacement costs, and ministry expenses. The
budget year will end on June 30, 2019. Take a look at these figures:
February 2019 the income was $429,130 and expenses were $450,519
February 2018 the income was $351,056 and expenses were $404,652
February 2017 the income was $400,000 and expenses were $415,926
February 2016 the income was $427,315 and expenses were $495,260
February 2015 the income was $441,524 and expenses were $421,420
As you can see both our income and expense go up and down.
The 60 Year Anniversary of Blessed Trinity is next year. Over
the course of 60 years, many things had to be replaced or repaired.
Repair and replacement will continue indefinitely. Costs will keep
rising. The parish cannot control the natural aging of the buildings and
equipment, nor can it control what amount of money each parishioner
will give. Please understand how important your sacrificial giving is
and how much it is truly appreciated.
The more you know, the better you understand our need. If you
ever have questions you can call me. Our finances are your finances.
Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of unborn children, We
implore your intercession for every child at risk of abortion.
Help expectant parents to welcome from God the priceless
gift of their child’s life. Console parents who have lost that
gift through abortion, and lead them to forgiveness and
healing through the Divine Mercy of your Son. Teach us to
cherish and to care for family and friends until God calls
them home. Help us to never see others as burdens. Guide
our public officials to defend each and every human life
through just laws. Inspire us all to bring our faith into
public life, to speak for those who have no voice. We ask
this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is Love and
Mercy itself, Amen.

Donations 03/24/2019
Offertory Collection
Easter Flowers
APA 2019
Catholic Charities
Gift shop
TOTAL:

$8,720
$1,024
$270
$128
$172
$10,314

St. Vincent dePaul

$1,027

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%

Paid:

$101,181

We made our 2018
APA goal!!
Thank You for Your
Continued Generosity
and Support!
ATTENTION MARRIED COUPLES
Prepare for Easter in a special way this
year! A Worldwide Marriage Encounter
weekend will help you enjoy life with a
new closeness to each other and to God.
The next weekend in the Tampa area is
is April 12-14 at the Franciscan Center
in Tampa. Space is limited, so please
apply early! For more information about
taking a private time away, check out
flwc-wwme.org or call 813-270-7832.
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do
Healing For
Our Broken Church

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Fri.
Sat.

3/31
4/1
4/2
4/3
3/29

7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
7:00 p.m. - K of C Meeting - Parish Hall
6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
8:30 a.m. - Stations of the Cross - Church
5:30 p.m. - K of C Fish Fry - Parish Hall
3/30 7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Are you a faithful Catholic with a deep
love for God and Mary? Are you
desirous of a prayerful life, willing to
undergo formation? Do you have faith,
hope, love, joy and a sense of humor? Do
you have an affection for one or more of
our Carmelite saints like St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross
and St. Therese of Lisieux (The Little Flower)? If you are answering
yes, we hope you’ll say yes to visiting an upcoming monthly meeting.
(Calced) Meets: The 2nd Wednesday of the month from 6:00-8:30
PM at Most Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in Gulfport, FL.
For more information or to RSV, please call or text Elaine Clark at
727-219-7957 or e-mail: jeannechasesayshi@gmail.com

Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Every first Friday of the
month for the near future, after the
8:00 a.m. Mass we will have Eucharistic
exposition, homily, meditation, and
benediction at 10:30 a.m. You might
want to pray for healing and for the
victims of the scandal. Invest one hour
with God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be on Friday,
April 5��.

COME AND SEE
Tuesday April 30, 2019 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Is God calling you to join a community of
Catholic men and women dedicated to guiding
God’s people to healing, freedom and purpose
in Christ? You are invited to join us for
Charismatic praise and worship, a presentation
on the Marian Servants, the rosary, fellowship
and refreshments.
Marian Servants at Our Lady of Divine
Providence House of Prayer
711 S. Bayview Avenue
Clearwater, Florida 33759 | 727-797-7212
www.divineprovidence.org
info@divineprovidence.org

Easter Altar Flowers
Your donation helps fray the cost of: altar flowers, musicians & ceremonies for Palm Sunday, Holy
Thursday, etc. You may donate two different ways:
1. Use the Easter Flower Envelope included in your envelope packet.
2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.
The name/s of the donor/s will be listed in the bulletin. Deadline for inclusion of your name in the Easter
Bulletin is Monday, April 15th. The names listed for remembrance and honor will be placed on the altar.
Please Check One:
In Honor of

In Memory of

_________________________________________________

Donor’s Name: _____________________________

Donation Amount: $___________________

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iannello, Guy

Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean

McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Riemer, Dolores
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
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Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Sister Elaine Taylor
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Tillema, Karen
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena

