
The Heart of Gold Award is Girl Scouts of West Central Florida(GSWCF)’s council award
to honor registered members who perform outstanding service above and beyond expectations
both in Girl Scouting and for another organization. The award requires at least three
nominations, with at least one being about their outstanding service to Girl Scouting and at
least one being about their work for another organization, in addition to having completed the
appropriate training for their position.

From the Award Ceremony Papers
Monsignor Anton Dechering is a retired Pastor Emeritus of Blessed Trinity in the Roman
Catholic Diocese of St. Petersburg and a very dedicated lifetime member of Girl Scouts.
He has been the Chaplain for the Catholic Committee on Scouting for Girls since 1972.
Monsignor has encouraged many girls to participate and earn their Girl Scout religious
medals and the Diocesan Girl Scout Awards: My Guardian Angel for Daisies; Mother
Mary for Brownies; Ave Maria for Juniors and Our Lady for Cadettes. These awards were
created by our local Girl Scout committee members with Monsignor’s guidance. Since
1976 the Catholic Committee for Girls has held an annual Girl Scout retreat at one of the
camps in our council. As the spiritual director, Monsignor assists in planning and officiates
at the Mass that closes the retreat. The girls come away with the knowledge that they can
honor their promise to “Serve God” through many of their Girl Scout activities that include

caring for others, caring for the environment, and social justice. Thousands of girls have passed
through our council taking part in this opportunity to earn Girl Scout religious recognition awards
and celebrate their faith.

Recovery from Rotator Cuff Surgery
Monsignor wishes to express his heartfelt thanks to everyone for all of their prayers and get
well cards. He is up and about and recovering well.

The Award was presented by the Girl Scouts of West Central Florida this past Saturday

Msgr. Dechering awarded 2019 Heart of Gold Award
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Sydney Archbishop: French Church Burnings
Attest Christians ‘Under Siege’

Sydney’s Catholic archbishop said Thursday that Christians around the world
are “under siege” and hopes the fire at Paris’ Notre-Dame Cathedral was not
a deliberate attack as others have been.

 Archbishop Anthony Fisher
said that after hearing of a
recent “catalogue of fires”
and arson attacks in French
churches, “it really struck me
that we are, in some ways,
under siege.”

“In a sense, Christians are
always under siege, even
when they are very popular
in the world. We have our
own spiritual battles to fight,”
he told radio host Alan Jones.

“Particularly at this time,” he said, “we know there are those in the world who
are opposed to all religion or opposed to our religion and it looks like some of
them are determined to make that clear by burning down our buildings.”

“I hope that’s not what was behind what happened at Notre-Dame Cathedral,”
he added.

Investigators into the cause of the fire have found nothing suggesting arson, and
the working hypothesis suggests that the blaze was an accident possibly linked
to renovation works on the cathedral roof, almost all of which was burnt in the
nine-hour fire.

At the same time, a recent spate of Catholic church desecrations and fires
throughout France has led some to wonder whether the Notre-Dame fire could
have been a similar case. Just last month, arsonists set fire to another centuries-old
church in Paris, the Church of Saint Sulpice, which firefighters managed to
contain before it did serious damage.

In his radio interview, Archbishop Fischer praised the response of the French
people to the catastrophe, particularly their resolve to rebuild the church, which
he has called “a wonder of the Christian world.”

“I think the determination of the French people to rebuild it is a very Christian
response,” Fischer said.

“It says we won’t give in to such evil; that we know there’s a rhythm of death
and resurrection in all our lives — and that’s true even for our church buildings,”
he added.

By Thomas D. Williams, PH.D.; reprinted from Breitbart
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An Age of Antireligious Spirit

All over the world we have been stunned by the news that places of worship have been targeted for
unspeakable acts of violence in the Unites States and around the world. The most targeted seem to be
Catholics, Jews, and African American Churches, and some of the Muslim Faith. As I write this column, we
are witnessing another Mass shooting at a religious synagogue  in California. In Sri Lanka, all Catholic
Churches were closed last weekend, and everyone went to Mass via Television. This is how serious the
situation has become for those who want to practice their faith. Prior to and after World War II, immigrants
came to the United States to escape religious persecution. We are witnessing once again what happened in
Nazi Germany over half a century ago. We are living in a very dangerous time, and even in the United States
anti-religious sentiment is now showing increasing signs of an antireligious spirit in the government and in
our society.

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen put it this way writing in the 1930’s and 40’s. He truly was a prophetic voice:
“We are living in an age of Antireligious Spirit. It is the characteristic of a decaying civilization that the great
masses of the people are unconscious of the tragedy. Humanity in a crisis is generally insensitive to the
gravity of the time in which it lives. People do not want to believe their own times are wicked, partly because
it involves too much self-accusation and principally because they have no standards outside of themselves
by which to measure their times. If there is no fixed concept of justice how shall people know it is violated?
Only those who live by faith really know what is happening in the world; the great masses without faith are
unconscious of the destructive processes going on, because they have lost the vision of the heights which
they have fallen. The tragedy is not that the hairs of our civilization are gray; it is rather we fail to see that
they are. As Reinhold Niebuher put it, “It is a strange irony of history that a commercial and industrial
civilization which might have had special reasons for being apprehensive about its vitality and longevity,
should have been particularly optimistic.” The basic reason for this false optimism he attributes to the fact
that our civilization is mechanical rather than organic.  Nothing is more calculated to deceive people in regard
to the nature of life than a civilization whose cement of social cohesion consists of the means of production
and consumption.

The very day Sodom was destroyed, Scripture describes the sun as bright. People saw Noah preparing for
the flood one hundred and twenty years before it came, but man would not believe. In the midst of seeming
prosperity, the decree to the angels goes forth but the masses go on in their sordid routines. As our Lord said,
“for as in the days before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, even
till the day in which Noah entered into the ark, and they knew not till the flood came, and took them all away;
so also shall be the coming of the Son of Man.” (Matthew 24:38,39) The signs of the times point to the truth
that we have come to the end of the post-Renaissance chapter of history which made people the measure of
all things.”

Let us pray to the throne of God that we will not make the mistakes of the past, and read the sign of the times.
The very survival of our cherished Republic hangs in the balance.

Kind personal regards,  Father Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
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3rd Sunday of Easter
  Sat., May 4
     8:00 a.m.     Bernard Azarewicz (dec)

4:00 p.m.    Miriam Durst   (dec)
  Sun., May 5 - Third Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m.     Shirley Stenglein  (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.   Maria & Francisco Barbosa (dec)

    & Stephen Lynch  (dec)
  Mon., May 6

8:00 a.m.    Julie Anne Amaral  (dec)
  Tues., May 7

8:00 a.m.      Chris Roberts      (liv)
  Wed., May 8

8:00 a.m.    Vocations
  Thurs., May 9

8:00 a.m.    Dennis Dutilly  (liv)
    & Mary Ann Pamer (dec)

  Fri., May 10
8:00 a.m.    Cy Merritt    (dec)

  Sat., May 11
     8:00 a.m.     John & Diana Lashley  (liv)

4:00 p.m.    James Lawler   (dec)
  Sun., May 12 - 4th Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m.     Anne Perchun  (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.    Cannon Family  (liv)
    & Stephen Lynch  (dec)

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in
Florida requires at least six months preparation before
marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, at
the Parish Office for an appointment before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We
ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for information regarding the Pre-
Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.

Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Post Abortion Healing –
Project Rachel

Project Rachel allows you to move
toward reconciliation with
yourself, your unborn child, your
family, your Church, and your God
in a caring and hopeful context.

●Next Rachel’s Vineyard
weekend retreat: June 14-16

● Raphael’s Way 10-hour retreat August 2-3
● Spanish Rachel’s Vineyard weekend retreat

September 13-15
Call Project Rachel- English (813-924-4173)

Spanish (813-631-4398) for details, visit
www.rachelsvineyard.org or contact us at

projectrachel@ccdosp.org

Attention Parishioners:
Martha Monagan-Hart Ph.D., LCSW,
Volunteer, will facilitate the Sister
Jean Barrett Bereavement Support
Group.  The group offers a caring
presence in a safe, comfortable

environment to share stories and listen to each other
with compassion offering support in our normal grief
reactions.  Adults of all faiths are welcome and there
is no fee to attend. Meetings are held at 2 p.m. on the
third Thursday of the month. The next meeting will
be Thursday, May 16th.

You can E-mail Martha at
Dr.Monaganhart@gmail.com. You may also leave
your phone number if you would like to talk.  You can
also call the parish office at 727-867-3663 and leave
a message for Martha.

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS:
The Parish directories have arrived!

If you or your family was photographed, your
directory is available for pickup in the Parish office.

Reminder: One directory per family
Office hours are Monday through Friday

9am - 12pm and 1pm - 4pm.
Ask for Kelly or Eileen



by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager

This week’s gospel gives a report of Jesus appearing to the disciples
a third time. The disciples were fishing all night and had caught
nothing. Can you relate? You probably have had many times in your
life that you have put in the hard work and the time and gotten
nothing out of it. Back to the fishing  disciples: Come morning,
Jesus is standing on shore and calls out to them in their boat,
“Children have you caught anything to eat?” I find it interesting
that at this point Jesus addresses them as ‘Children’. That is an
endearing address to his disciples. They answer “no” to Jesus’
question without knowing it was Jesus asking. Then he tells them
to cast their net over the right side of the boat and telling them they
will find something. How would you feel about having some by
stander give you such direction? I doubt many people would give
any creditability to a stranger giving you advice after you have
given your best efforts to a project.  To our amazement the disciples
throw their net over the right side. No one called out, “We tried that
before”, as so many of us use as an excuse to not try again. John
said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” The haul of fish was so big they could
not pull the net into the boat. They dragged the net with the fish to
shore. I remember times that the Lord has provided for me at just
what I needed and at the right time. It was awesome and
overwhelming to know God was looking out for me, no matter how
little or how great my need. I could tell many stories of God’s
provision. My witness is not just about my personal needs but also
the needs of the parish. I would ask for God’s help at the hour of
need, suddenly the store house opened and blessings were poured
out. Payroll was covered. A bill got paid. Answers that I could not
come up with on my own were given to me in prayer or in a dream.

In the gospel Jesus asks Peter three times, “Do you love me? Then,
feed my sheep. Feed my lambs. Tend my sheep.”  The gospel ends
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Donations 04/28/2019

Offertory Collection    $7,022
Building Fund           $81
Easter           $700
Gift shop $384

TOTAL:          $10,247

St. Vincent dePaul        $1,193

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $62,472
Paid: $24,913

with “Follow me.” Jesus calls all of us to follow him. Are you willing? Do you worry it will cost too much? The
cost was paid for you on the cross. During the Easter Season choose to renew your relationship with Jesus and
follow Him. Ponder the following song lyrics, excerpts taken from Casting Crowns song ‘What if I Gave
Everything.’

I hear You call me out into deeper waters
But I settle on the shallow end
So why am I still standing here

So afraid what it might cost to follow You
I’d walk by faith if I could get these feet to move

But I don’t want to live that way
I don’t want to look back someday

On a life that never stepped across the line

You’ve given me a faith that can move a mountain
But I’m still playing in the sand

Building little kingdoms that’ll never stand
I hear You call me out into deeper waters

But I settle on the shallow end
I’m so tired of standing here

What if I stopped holding back from You

What if I gave everything
Starting now I’m stepping out onto deeper waters

I want to see some mountains move
Ready to give everything

What if I gave everything to You
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This Week at Blessed Trinity

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Healing For
Our Broken Church

Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed

Sacrament. Every first Friday of the
month for the near future, after the
8:00 a.m. Mass we will have Eucharistic
exposition, homily, meditation, and
benediction at 10:30 a.m. You might
want to pray for healing and for the
victims of the scandal. Invest one hour
with God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be on Friday,

June 7��.

A new Catholic student group is
forming! Grow in your faith with

fellow USF - St. Petersburg
students. Please contact Fr.

Justin Freeman, O. de M. for
more information:

fatherjustin@sjvcc.org

  Sun.  5/5 10:45 a.m. - Family Faith Formation - FFR
7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4

  Wed.  5/8 6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
  Sat.  5/11 7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA - Rm 4

“It takes a village to raise a child.”
-Unknown

May is Foster Care Awareness Month!
Join Foster Florida on Wednesday, May 22

at 6:30 pm at the Cathedral of St. Jude in St. Petersburg to learn
how you can be a part of the village that helps foster children in
our community. Locally, there are over 3,300 kids in foster care
who need your help. Whether you’re interested in supporting a
local foster family with meals or babysitting or if you want more
information on becoming foster parents, this meeting will equip
you with the tools you need. Contact Sarah Phelan for more
information. 727-560-1184.

Virgin of Guadalupe,
Patroness of unborn

children, We implore
your intercession for
every child at risk of

abortion.
Help expectant parents
to welcome from God

the priceless gift of
their child’s life.

Console parents who have lost that
gift through abortion, and lead them to

forgiveness and healing through the
Divine Mercy of your Son. Teach us
to cherish and to care for family and
friends until God calls them home.

Help us to never see others as burdens.
Guide our public officials to defend
each and every human life through
just laws. Inspire us all to bring our

faith into public life, to speak for those
who have no voice. We ask this in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is

Love and Mercy itself, Amen.

Host Families Needed
I am looking for Host Families for our annual German student summer
program. The High School students will be taught at Blessed Trinity,
occupied with trips around our beautiful state, and transported from
your house to the church for classes or on trips then returned to your
home. You are responsible for their food. A stipend of $550 is paid per
student. They arrive on the 4th of July and leave on the 25th of July.
Group Chaperones travel with them from Germany and on all the
trips. We expect around 60 students this year. That equals 30 homes
or more that I am seeking. If you are interested please call me,
Eileen Plasse at 727-458 -5774.

Blessed Trinity Justice Ministry FAST
Invites all parishioners to attend the FAST Joshua
Assembly Gathering at Blessed Trinity, 1600 54th

Ave. S., St. Petersburg FL 33712. Not familiar
with the Joshua assembly? Just as Joshua finally led his people into
the Promised Land, at the Joshua Assembly we take time to celebrate
our victories that have gotten us closer to our own “Promised Land,”
- a community where God’s will is done here in Pinellas County.
Issues and updates from the action will be given on:

●  Affordable housing

We should all be owners of this ministry because we are investing
time and fellowship with other faith communities.

● Youth affairs
● Criminal Justice ● Racial profiling



Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Riemer, Dolores
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo & Marlene

Infant Ursa
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly

Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iannello, Guy
Iglesias, Olivia

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Sister Elaine Taylor
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Tillema, Karen
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Zmuda, Ed
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