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Corpus Christi

How to do the great feast of the Eucharist right

In 1928, Myles Connolly published a small novel entitled Mr. Blue.
A compliment to G.K. Chesterton’s life of Saint Francis of Assisi and
as a sort of anti-Gatsby (Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby had been
published three years before), Mr. Blue tells the story of a young
man—Blue himself—who decides to live out the Christian Faith in a
serious, transforming way. Like J. Gatsby, Blue lives a life of
extremes, we might even say of excess, but it is a far cry from the
extravagance of the 1920s. Blue’s love affair with St. Francis’ “Lady
Poverty” leads him to live in a packing crate atop a skyscraper, in
mansions, in a Boston lodging house and, finally, the ward of a
public hospital. He works odd jobs and survives on “backdoor
begging.” He prays and he shares his faith with everyone he meets.
Mr. Blue has much to say to us about how faith in Christ can shape a
life, transforming a person’s very existence into an act of Eucharist—
an act of Thanksgiving—that by its very nature draws others into
communion.
In the novel, Blue tells the story about the kingdom of the Antichrist: the days of the “the ecstatic, passionate,
beauty-loving, liberty-seeking people had, as was early predicted, come to a close. The sluggish frigid races had
survived.” In the climax of Blue’s tale of a new world in which even laughter and curiosity had been forbidden
by law, a priest, the last Christian, climbs the highest tower in a city of metal and, using hosts made from wheat
he has grown himself, offers the last Mass, fulfilling his promise to “bring God back to the earth.” As the
government’s forces prepare to destroy the priest high atop the tower using planes and bombs, the priest began
to repeat the words of Christ as the Last Super (cf. 1 Corinthians 11:23-26):
One plane is now low over the roof of the tower, so low that the crew can make out the figure of the cross on
the priest’s chasuble. A bomb is made ready…
And now the priest comes to the words that shall bring Christ to earth again. His head almost touches the altar:
Hoc est enim corpus meum…
The bomb did not drop. No. No. There was a burst of light beside which day itself is dusk. Then a trumpet peal,
a single trumpet peal that shook the universe. The sun blew up like a bubble. The stars and planets vanished like
sparks. The earth burst asunder… And through this unspeakably luminous new day, through the vault of the sky
ribbed with lightning came Christ as he had come after the Resurrection.
The image of a lone priest standing atop a tower in a burned-out world from which even the most basic
expressions of joy, fraternity, and human freedom had been banned is a powerful one. But, its force isn’t found
in the revolutionary act of the priest but in the way we are reminded of the expansive power of the Eucharist.
Article cont’d on page 2
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Here are four thoughts that might help you better celebrate the great feast of the
Eucharist—Corpus Christi.
1. Corpus Christi is a celebration of the transforming power of Christ.
The Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of the Lord (Corpus Christi) is
the day set aside each year to reflect in a special way on the gift of the Eucharist.
But, to use this celebration only as a time to focus our own individual engagement
and devotion with the Christ who is present—body, blood, soul, and divinity—in
the Eucharistic elements is to limit the scope of this Solemnity and the dynamic of
the Eucharist itself.
The mystery of Transubstantiation is, as Fr. James T. O’Connor notes, “not one
wherein the Lord descends from heavenly glory to "enter" under the appearances of
bread and wine. Rather it is one in which he, not coming down, lifts the creaturely
realities to himself, drawing them up to where he is now with the Father… By
drawing the reality of all the elements scattered throughout the world unto and into
himself, Jesus maintains his own bodily unity. The elements are changed into him,
not he into them” (from The Hidden Manna: A Theology of the Eucharist).
2. This solemnity celebrates our communion with one another.
In the same way, in our sharing in the Eucharist, an act of communion, we are
brought into the life of Christ and the Church and we are brought out of ourselves.
We are raised up into the expansiveness of the Eucharist in a way that transcends
any personal acts of devotion—we are given a share in the life of God which is by
nature expansive and always oriented to others. We are reminded of this when, in
the account of Jesus feeding the multitude with only a few fish and loaves, he gives
the command: “You feed them!”
3. This is a feast of thanksgiving.
Our word “Eucharist” comes from the Greek word for “Thanksgiving.” And so,
that’s what we do every time we come together for Mass—we offer a great prayer
of thanks to God the Father for the gift of creation, for salvation, and for our place
in the communion of saints. The traditions, Scripture readings, and prayers of
Corpus Christi all invite us to show our gratitude for God’s gifts—especially the
gift of Jesus who is truly present in the Eucharist—by joining together in
communion with the Church.
4. The Corpus Christi procession is a reminder that we are to share the gift of
the Eucharist with the world.
The most beloved tradition associated with Corpus Christi is the Eucharistic
procession. In the procession, we take the gift we have been given—the Eucharist
and the new life we have been brought into by our act of communion—and we
share that with others.
The procession isn’t intended to be a sort of holy “parade.” Instead it is a sign to
the world of who we are and of what we believe, while we say to them, “This gift
is so important, we want to share its blessings with you!” But this sharing isn’t
limited to Corpus Christi. It also happens daily through the actions of the priest in
the Mass and in our work to provide for the spiritual and physical needs of those
who hunger for their “daily bread”—in whatever way.
Reprinted with permission from Aleteia

THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
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By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor

The Feast of Corpus Christi this year is Special for Blessed Trinity.
This weekend, Saturday June 2, at the 4:00 p.m. Mass I will bless new chalices and ciborium’s that will be
used for the distribution of Holy Communion. This gift is possible thanks to the generosity of Mary Ann
Aslage. The gift is made in memory of her late husband (Jack) John R. Aselage. We are most grateful to
Mary Ann for this beautiful gift.
On June 13th, the items scheduled for renovation will be taken out of the Church to be refinished and
will return sometime in early August. Other parishioners have also donated items for use in our
Liturgies and we will make a formal announcement and blessing when everything has been received.
Father Michael Eguino Leaves for New York at the end of June.
At this time in Fr. Michael’s priestly ministry he has prayerfully discerned a life changing decision over
the past year or more. In a few weeks he will be leaving the Salesian Order he has dedicated himself to for
many years, and has been assigned to a parish in the Archdiocese of New York with the consent of his
Order. Having made a similar decision many years ago I can tell you a lot of prayer and thought goes into
making a decision like this. The Church is open to a priest’s realization that he may be better suited for
religious life or the secular priesthood, and accompanies the priest as he begins this journey. Fr. Michael
will be discerning in the next year if this is what he believes God is calling him to do.
We are going to miss Father Michael, and we thank him for his exceptional
ministry to our parish. He is a fine young priest who brings forth the love
of God to all he meets. I was so excited to meet him almost a year ago, and
knew he would be a perfect fit for Blessed Trinity. Many of you have also
shared my enthusiasm for his ministry with us. We wish him well as he
prepares to leave to follow the call that Jesus is leading him. His last Mass
with us will be at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, June 17.
I have already begun the search to find a replacement, but I have to admit,
it will not be easy to find someone to replace Fr. Michael. But God has always
helped me when I need him the most. Let us pray that we will find a priest
that will be a good fit for us and will be just as rewarding for him.
Kind personal regards,

Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
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This Week In Worship

Graduate of Sacred Heart
Completion of 8th Grade
Next year will be attending St. Pete Catholic
Granddaughter of Mr. & Mrs. Ron Shelby

Graduate of The US Merchant Marine Academy
Obtained Bachelors of Science in Marine Engineering and
Shipyard Management
Next year will be entering the Naval Reserve
Grandson of Simone and William Calhoun

Graduate of The University of South Florida
Obtained Bachelors of Arts in Music Studies
Next year will be auditioning for Opera Companies
Daughter of Roger Gallagher and Nancy Benedum

Sat., June 2
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 3
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:30 p.m.
Mon., June 4
7:30 a.m.
Tues., June 5
7:30 a.m.
Wed., June 6
7:30 a.m.
Thurs., June 7
7:30 a.m.
Fri., June 8
7:30 a.m.
Sat., June 9
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 10
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Callaway Casas
Bertha Zaweski

(dec)
(dec)

(dec)
Ann Byno
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
(dec)
Roland Lashley
Marge & Bud Hildebrand (liv)
Vince Heffern

(dec)

Vocations
Enrico Postiglione

(dec)

Meghyn Crane

(dec)

Srs. of St. Francis
Drew DiPaola

(liv)
(dec)

(dec)
Robert Meyer
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
(dec)
Janet Ruta

This weekend’s flowers
In memory of Vince Heffern
By his wife Joanne

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a
parish priest before setting a date. Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage.

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.

Money Matters
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by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager

Donations 5/27/18
Offertory
Building Fund
Gift shop
APA 2017
TOTAL:

$6,125.54
$5,010.00
$108.00
$199.00
$11,442.54

Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org and
click the online giving button.

We are bombarded by commercials, phone calls, emails, and
mailings asking us to give money to one charity or another. You
may have an organization near and dear to your heart that you
like to support. My heart was always being tugged in different
directions. My nature is to help, but I give first to my church and
give a small donation to a children’s organization. I researched
what work was being done and how much of my donation would
actually go toward that charitable work. I get calendars, little note
pads, return address labels, and cards. I don’t want the gifts
because I want my money to help the children. Giving gifts to
donors must result in future giving because many of the charities
do so.
We don’t give gifts at church for donations. As stewards of your
offering we strive to make your financial support matter. So
much money goes into the parish upkeep that is unseen. A/C out
of order; plumbing leaks; electrical breakdowns; sprinkler system
damages; trees trimmed, and aging roofs need to be addressed
promptly and continually.

From time to time you see something new and beautiful
purchased for our church, like the new set of communion cups
Our parish code leads you to watch an
and ciborium that make their debut this weekend. Items like
engaging movie, read a good book or listen these are not in our budget, but have been paid for by a very
to an inspiring talk (In both English or special donor in memory of her husband, (Jack), John R. Aselage.
Spanish!) There is something for
Thank you, Mrs. Aselage, for your generosity.
everyone with over 100 different
If you ever have concerns or questions about how your donations
MOVIES for adults and children, over
are being used please call or visit me at the office so that I can
90 different E-BOOKS, over 100
answer any of your concerns.
different AUDIO TALKS, and over 60
different VIDEO-BASED STUDIES.
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart
to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.” 2 Corinthians 9:7

Get FORMED Now!
It’s EASY and FREE!
Visit our website at BTSP.org and look for the
menu option “Important Catholic Links”
• Click on FORMED
• Enter the information asked when prompted
• Enter Parish Access Code: TJQ622

Tell us what you think! What did you find
interesting? What would you tell others!
Email Eileen at btsp@tampabay.rr.com.
Your comments matter.

Blessed Trinity 2018 APA
100%
Goal:
$101,181
90%
Paid:
$40,785
80%
70%
Balance Due:
$60,396
60%
50%
% to Goal:
40.31%
40%
30% # of Pledges 197 out of 681
20%
Families
10%
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.
Mon.
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Sat.

6/3 7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA Meeting, Rm 4
6/4 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting, FFC
6/5 7:00 p.m. - K of C - PC
6/6 6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
6/7 6:00 p.m. - SVDP, Rm 4
6/9 9:00 a.m. Altar Circle
7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Meeting

Publication deadline for the
bulletin is on Tuesday of each
week. Please email any
announcements to:
BTKGallagher@gmail.com

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

On May 6th, Bishop Parkes dedicated our diocese to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. He also asked that each of us consider making a retreat and
consecrate ourselves to Jesus through Mary. With his request in mind, we
the Ladies of Mercy, are sponsoring a short retreat of 33 days. The book
Morning Glory is offered in our book rack at the back of the church. If
anyone would like to have an individual retreat or join a group we would
like to hear from you. A retreat is your commitment to read and pray each
day, or it could be a group meeting once a week. We have started a group
that meets Fridays at 3pm. All are welcome to join us, though it is possible
to meet other times as well.
Please contact Barbara Thomas at 727-867-3317.
We would like to thank anyone who helped with our rose fundraiser. Our
roses were expensive, so we came up short on this fundraiser. Since the
school did not have the ice cream social, mainly because of Hurricane
Irma and lost teaching days, the money will be saved for other activities.
Our collection for homeless on the street is ongoing. Coupons for diapers
also needed for Native Americans. Cross Catholic has asked for a
donation for children dying from lack of food, and we sent $100 for 700
meals. It is just heartbreaking to see children dying from lack of food in
the 21st century.
Any help you can give to these activities will be greatly appreciated. The
Lord will bless you in many ways. Our prayers for all the parishioners
continue.

Saturday, June 16, 2018
at 11:00 a.m.
Bishop Gregory Parkes will
celebrate Mass at the Cathedral
of St. Jude the Apostle in St.
Petersburg to commemorate the
establishment of the Diocese.
Please come into the Parish
Office for tickets as they are on a
first come first serve basis. Only
4 pairs of tickets remain!

We are in need of willing
parishioners to visit and bring
communion to our Homebound on
Sundays.
For more information, please call
Aimee Holley at: (727) 687-2829

Marriage Struggling?
If your marriage has become troubled and stressed, unloving or
uncaring; if you have grown cold and distant; even if you are divorced
or separated, or are thinking about it, no matter how bad it may be…
Retrouvaille can help, as it has helped tens of thousands of others. Our
next program in Tampa begins May 25-26, 2018. For more information, visit www.HelpOurMarriage.org, or
call (813) 816-0711. Not counseling or group therapy. All contacts and names held in strictest confidence.
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beckman, Fred
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

DeCaires, Brian
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Haley, Pat
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole

Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois,Mary
McManus, Elly

Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda

Romani, Angelo & Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina

Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Naylor, Elizabeth
Neumann, Janet
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila

Sanders, Kimberly

Robinson, Agnes

Wilson, Dolores

Sanders, Marilyn
Schillaci, Peter
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
Sr. Jean
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wood, Jena

