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Solemnity of the Holy Trinity

On this Trinity Sunday, I’m going to do something a little different. I’d like to ask you to think for just a moment
about something that makes you sublimely happy. Maybe it was a knock-knock joke told by your grandson. Or
maybe it was the way your wife smiled when you came home at the end of the day. Or maybe it was staying
awake just to watch your newborn baby sleeping in his crib.
Think about those moments in your life that have given you joy. Because in those moments, you have touched
the Trinity.
One of the great theologians from the 14th century, the Dominican priest Meister Eckhart, defined the Trinity
this way:
That definition says it all – and it reminds us of something too easily forgotten in our faith. And that something
is: Joy.
In Eckhart’s vision, the element that binds the Trinity together – what sparks its existence, really – is something
exuberant. It is love brought about by joy. The novelist Leon Bloy understood that. “Joy,” he wrote, “is the most
infallible sign of the presence of God.” Where Joy is…there also is God. And where you find God, you can’t
help but find the Trinity.
Just listen again to the first reading, quoting the “Wisdom of God.” Some scripture scholars believe “wisdom”
is the Old Testament understanding of the Holy Spirit.
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And here is what “Wisdom” says: “When the Lord established the heavens, I
was there…then was I beside him as his craftsman…and I was his delight day
by day…playing before him all the while…playing on the surface of his
earth…and I found delight in the human race.”
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“Playing on the surface of the earth.” There you have an infallible sign of the
presence of God. A playful presence. A delighted presence. A joyful presence.
But for whatever reason, many of us don’t give joy its due. We tend to face the
Lord with grim faces and furrowed brows. But is that what He really wants?
Scripture reminds us, again and again, how God takes delight in creation. We
shouldn’t be afraid to express that, or share in it.
Because to share in that joy is to share in the Trinity – and feel the nearness and
excitement of God’s love for us. It is the love of a father for His children…the
love of a brother for what he has redeemed…the love of an abiding spirit for
what he has sanctified.
Not long ago, the Jesuit author Fr. James Martin gave a talk on some of the more
mirthful saints we’ve had over the centuries. There was St. Lawrence – one of
the great deacons of the church – who, while being roasted to death on a grill,
told his executioners, “Turn me over, I’m done on this side.” There was St. Philip
Neri, who hung a sign on his door that said, “The House of Christian Mirth.”
And there was Padre Pio — a man, I suspect, that no one thinks of as being a
comedian. In the 1960s, when the Red Brigade was sparking violence in Rome,
people began carrying a picture of Padre Pio for protection. One day Padre Pio
was going into Rome and a friend asked him, “Aren’t you worried about the
Red Brigade?” “No,” he replied. “I have a picture of Padre Pio.”

These saints understood the importance of a happy heart. They knew that it is
part of what makes us human – but also what connects us to the divine. If joy is
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So, if you want a better understanding of the Trinity this Trinity Sunday, I think
you already have it. It is in the thousands of joyful miracles God places before
us.
I saw it just yesterday, at the wedding of my nephew. Twenty-one years ago, he
was a ring bearer in my own wedding. And yesterday I had the privilege of
serving as the deacon at his wedding. Joy was there, overflowing. And so was
love. And so – inevitably – was God. The reason that joy and love are so closely
entwined is that, when you think about it, it is impossible to love with an attitude
of gloom or despair.
“A joyful heart,” said Mother Teresa, “is the result of a heart burning with love.”
She could be describing our feelings for one another. Or even, perhaps, God’s
feelings for us. God the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit burns with love for us.
It is the burning love that settled over the disciples last Sunday, Pentecost.
This Sunday, as we celebrate the Trinity, let us pray that it continues to inflame
our hearts with zeal, with hope and – most of all – with joy. To experience that
is to experience God in his three-ness. So cherish the joys in your life, wherever
you find them, however they come.
Because it may be as close as we get to heaven on earth.
By Deacon Greg Kandra, reprinted with permission from Aleteia

Page 3

Blessed Trinity Annual Awards

ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at BT

Annual Trinity
Sunday Awards
June 16, 2019 – 9:30 a.m. Mass
Congratulations to Our Honorees

St. Jude Medal
To be Announced
Bishop Gregory L. Parks will make the
announcement in late August or early
September, 2019.

Medal of Honor Recipients
Thomas Schier
Bob and Judith Hettinger
Jonna Kehoe

Distinguished Service
Awards
The Distinguished Service Awards from now on
will be presented on the anniversary of our
founding.
The next presentation will be made on the Sunday
closest to our anniversary which next year will be
our 60th Anniversary
Sunday, February 16, 2020, at the 9:30 a.m. Mass

Our parishioners love meeting
new people and sharing their lives
with others. You’ll also be greeted
by some of the
- and we’re not just
talking about the Hospitality team.
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate
Mass with the community! Our
program
invites the whole family to
participate in learning about the
faith.
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by
the community’s full, conscious,
and active participation in the
Liturgy.
From traditional hymns to
contemporary worship music, the
word of God is proclaimed in a
dynamic fashion. The homilies
are geared towards challenging
our parishioners to become better
Christians.
There’s so much more to talk
about! Our Parish is a wonderful,
dynamic community and we
welcome you to celebrate liturgy
with us this weekend!
It doesn’t matter if this is your
first time, 50th time, or first time in
50 years - know that you always
have a place to worship, and a
community to belong to at
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.
To learn more, visit
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Les Moineaux (“The Sparrows”) in Concert

MASS INTENTIONS
Solemnity of the Holy Trinity
Sat., June 15
(dec)
Leonard Fron
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
James Lawler
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 16 - Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity
(dec)
Nance Young
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Bill Maslar
11:30 a.m.
& Joseph Grigione

St. Joseph Catholic Church is truly honored to host
the boys choir ‘Les Moineaux.’ We join in
solidarity with the church of France. The world was
devastated at the loss of Notre Dame Cathedral
during Holy Week. Through our hosting this
International cultural and faith exchange we stand
with our brothers and sisters in France expressing
our love and support for them. Members of the choir
have been personally effected by the tragedy of
Notre Dame Cathedral, and we extend our love and
support to them.
We are called to build bridges of solidarity and deep
respect for our brothers and sisters around the
world. This is an opportunity to link ourselves to
the service of the universal church, and stand in
unity with our Catholic faithful of Paris. St.
Eustache is only a few blocks from Notre Dame. I
am reminded of these words shared with me
recently by His Eminence Cardinal Turkson,
“”The human person who fully lives his or her
dignity gives glory to God, who has given this
dignity to men and women.” (compendium
Presentation).”

(dec)

Mon., June 17
(dec)
Ken Kranefuss
8:00 a.m.
Tues., June 18
(dec)
Frank Zaweski
8:00 a.m.
Wed., June 19
Vocations
8:00 a.m.
Thurs., June 20
Paul “Buddy” Pomo (dec)
8:00 a.m.
Fri., June 21 - Mem. of St. Aloysius Gonzaga, Religious
(dec)
John Wert
8:00 a.m.
Sat., June 22
Francesco Sclafani (liv)
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
Miriam Durst
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 23 - Corpus Christi
(dec)
Larry Giorgio
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Stephen Lynch
11:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS

Congratulations on your engagement! Every
Diocese in Florida requires at least six months
preparation before marriage. Please call our Pastor,
Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for an
appointment before setting a date.
We are honored that you would like to choose
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor,
Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for
information regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before
scheduling a Baptism.
Mon. - Fri. 9 am - 4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm
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It’s Like Netflix, but Free…and Catholic!

Donations 06/09/2019
Offertory Collection
Building Fund
Father’s Day
Gift shop

$5,459
$80
$20
$110

TOTAL:

$5,669

St. Vincent dePaul

$128

Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org and click
the online giving button.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%

Goal:

$87,385

50%

Paid:

$24,913

40%

Balance Due:

$62,472

30%
20%
10%

Use Parish code: TJQ622 to register.
The code is case sensitive!
Happy Father’s Day!
Eucharistic Healing Retreat
“Your Heart’s Desire”
Elisheba House invites everyone to attend our annual
summer retreat at the Hilton Garden Inn Tampa Suncoast in
Lutz on
There
will be Mass, inspirational talks, along with an opportunity for
Reconciliation, reflection and overnight Eucharistic
Adoration. Cost is $125 (not including room – must book
separately). Commute or stay overnight. Seating is limited.
Register today!
To register visit https://www.elishebahouse.com/
For further information, email info@elishebahouse.com.

Blessed Trinity
would like to
wish its fathers
of all kind
a very Happy
Father’s Day!

We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do
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Healing for Our Suffering Church
Sun. 6/16

7:00 p.m.

Men’s AA

Room 4

Mon. 6/17

7:00 p.m.

Prayer Meeting

FFR

7:00 p.m.

Women’s AA

Room 4

Sat.

6/22

Ongoing
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care
4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, 33713

Please join us for
Adoration
of
the
Blessed
Sacrament.
Every first Friday of the
month for the near
future, after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass we will have Eucharistic
exposition, homily, meditation, and
benediction at 10:30 a.m. You might
want to pray for healing and for the
victims of the scandal. Invest one hour
with God, one on one.

What Role Will You Play in Number 101?
As of now, 100 abortion clinics have shuttered their doors as a result of
"40 Days For Life" Campaigns.
Our goal is to make the abortion clinic at 4131 Central Ave., just a short
drive from Blessed Trinity Church, right here in St. Petersburg,
Experience has shown that Moms and Dads have Chosen Life for their
babies when they see people like you and us praying peacefully at
abortion clinics worldwide.
Please join us and other Blessed Trinity Parishioners in this
effort by praying for a few minutes at the abortion clinic at 4131 Central
Ave.
Need a ride or more information? See the contact card below:

Your 40 Days for Life contact:
Rich & Linda Maloney
727-258-7406
Rmaloney67@gmail.com

Pornography Recovery Group
A confidential support and recovery
group is being formed for those that
suffer from addiction to pornography,
or feel they need help to stop viewing
pornography.
Meetings will take place monthly, in
the early evening in Brandon,
beginning in late June. This problem
is very common, and will be
addressed from a Catholic perspective
and a psychological perspective.
Separate groups will be formed for
men and women. No cost. If you wish
to attend, please email Deacon Mark
at DcnDrMT@gmail.com.
In the subject heading, please
indicate “Group.” A list of other
counselors can be found here:
https://www.dosp.org/freedomfrom-porn/resources/

Preparing for Severe Weather
Hurricane season is here and continues until November 30. This
year, weather experts predict 9 to 15 named storms (winds of 39 mph
or higher), of which 4 to 8 could become hurricanes (winds of 74 mph
or higher), including 2 to 4 major hurricanes (category 3, 4 or 5; with
winds of 111 mph or higher). We have information to help you
prepare! For preparation tips, including prayers for protection, visit
www.dosp.org/insurance/hurricane-season.
God, our Father, Creator of the Universe, You have set the earth on its
foundation and all the elements of nature obey Your command. We humbly
beseech You to keep us safe from all dangers and calm the storms which may
threaten us. May we be secure in Your loving protection and serve You always
with grateful hearts. We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

Native American Retreat

All are welcome to come and share
the spiritual aspect of our Native
Catholic faith.
Teachings, prayers, Mass and lunch.
Cost is $5.00
Car pooling from Blessed Trinity will
be available.
Contact Marilyn Cisek for additional
information and to register.
727-867-2390

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary

Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iannello, Guy

Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary

McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo & Marlene
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Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sclafani, Francesco
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Tillema, Karen
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Zmuda, Ed

