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11ᵗ� Sunday of Ordinary Time

The suicide epidemic and
a message for a hopeless world

The Church has a unique spiritual response to our desperation: “It is good that you exist.”

Right on the heels of the apparent suicide of fashion designer Kate Spade, America woke up Friday morning to
the news of yet another suicide: CNN’s Anthony Bourdain. They join a growing list of celebrities who have
taken their own lives in recent years, including three talented musicians: Avicii, Chris Cornell of Soundgarden,
and Chester Bennington of Linkin Park.
But it would be an enormous mistake to conclude that this is only a growing problem for high-profile figures
suffering the slings and arrows of fame and fortune. Suicide is a growing problem for all Americans.
Right between the news of Kate Spade and Anthony Bourdain came a CDC report that suicide rates increased
by 25 percent across the United States from 1999 through 2016. The rates increased in nearly every state, and
half of the states saw suicide rates go up more than 30 percent. In total, almost 45,000 lives were lost to suicide
in 2016. It’s among our leading causes of death.
Why is this happening? The CDC notes that while suicide is often attributed to mental health, more than half of
people who died by suicide did not have a known mental health condition. Suicide, the CDC concluded, is
rarely caused by a “single factor,” but contributing causes may include relationship problems; recent or
upcoming crises; health, financial, housing, and legal problems; and substance abuse. (Three years ago, I wrote
about the sad reason Anthony Bourdain visited my hometown: the heroin epidemic which is claiming so many
other lives.)
Article cont’d on page 4
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Message from Bishop Gregory Parkes
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,
Shortly after I was installed as the fifth bishop of the
Diocese of St. Petersburg, I was asked about my
vision for our diocese. As your shepherd, I set out
to hear from you about the blessings and
opportunities in our local Church. Through the
listening sessions and gatherings and through online
surveys, I heard common themes emerge about
what we are doing well, areas where we need to
improve, and about additional ministerial
opportunities. This feedback has helped to shape
our Mutually-Shared Vision that I am sharing with
you today. The Vision for our diocese is Courageously Living the Gospel. It
includes our sacred purpose, priorities and nine goals that will help us to
achieve this vision. Together, we have put forth a vision to guide us as we
move forward as a diocese over the next three years.
SACRED PURPOSE
We, the Catholic Diocese of St Petersburg, are a joyful community of
disciples proclaiming the Good News and inviting all people to
encounter the love and mercy of Jesus Christ.
The Diocese of St. Petersburg includes all the people in the counties of
Pinellas, Hillsborough, Pasco, Hernando and Citrus. While many people
identify as Catholic, it is also our “mission territory.”
WE WILL LIVE OUR PURPOSE BY:
PROCLAIMING: Knowing and sharing the Gospel of Jesus. “This gospel of
the kingdom will be preached throughout the world.” Matthew 24:14
INVITING: Welcoming and accompanying others as Jesus did. “Welcome
one another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God.” Romans 15:7
ENCOUNTERING: Growing in relationship to Jesus and one another.
“Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you.” James 4:8

Goals that will help us achieve our vision:
WE BELIEVE THAT WE SERVE CHRIST BY SERVING
OTHERS. THEREFORE…
● Each deanery will launch a Catholic Impact Initiative that addresses one local
community issue and parishes throughout the deanery are invited to combine
their creativity to establish the desired outcomes. Implementation will be
initiated by December 31, 2019.
● The Diocese will establish 8 - 10 new locations of affordable housing facilities
for families and/or singles managed by Catholic Charities throughout the Diocese
by the end of 2021.

WE BELIEVE YOUNG PEOPLE ARE ESSENTIAL TO THE
CHURCH AND TO INCREASE THEIR ENCOUNTERS
WITH CHRIST…
● One hundred percent of parishes will establish and/or enhance youth ministry
opportunities by July 1, 2020.
● In support of this initiative, the Diocese will hire three diocesan regional
associate directors of youth and young adult ministry by July 1, 2019.
● The Diocese will establish a new Catholic elementary school (location to be
determined) to open for the 2021-2022 school year.
● We will increase student participation by 1000% (4,000 individuals) at
established campus ministry communities, and create new Catholic student
communities for all local colleges and universities in the Diocese by Easter of
2021.

WE BELIEVE OUR BAPTISM CALLS US TO LEAD
OTHERS TO NEW OR INCREASED FAITH IN JESUS
CHRIST. THEREFORE…
● The Diocese will partner with pastors and parishes for successful assessment,
training, and implementation of effective evangelization and family ministry
strategies, including hospitality and intercultural competency by Pentecost 2019.
● Every parish will equip parishioners as Missionary Disciples who are inspired to
invite and accompany others by Pentecost 2020.
● All parishes will enhance or establish family ministries to respond to the
diverse needs of families by Pentecost 2020.

For more information about our Mutually-Shared Vision, visit:
www.dosp.org/CourageouslyLiving
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This Week In Worship

Article continued from cover
And I can’t help but think that the story goes even deeper.
Nietzsche once said the human heart is a “labyrinth” forever
hidden to the world outside—the world that operates
according to government action, news reports, and public
opinion. There are icebergs of the soul hidden even from
friends, family members—maybe even ourselves. Maybe, in
the end, the only one who knows all the causes of any one
person’s tragic suicide is God himself.
While the causes may not be ours to know, we can hear the
same cry echoing out across the country: my life is not worth
living. A recent song by Logic and Alessia Cara, “1-800-2738255” (titled after the Suicide Prevention Lifeline number)
speaks movingly of the state in which many people on the
brink of suicide find themselves. “I don’t want to be alive,”
Logic sings with heartbreaking desperation. “I don’t want to
be alive. I just want to die today. I just want to die…They say
every life’s precious, but nobody cares about mine.” How
many people have spoken these words from the depths of
their being? How many have then spoken them out loud?
And how many, never hearing anything to the contrary, have
acted on them?
These cries call out for our collective resources promoting
physical, mental, and social health. But the Church also has
and must deliver a unique spiritual response to those cries,
one that Benedict XVI delivered beautifully in 2011: “It is
good that you exist.” Whatever happens with you or to you,
you are a beloved child of God, and it is good that you exist.
Your life’s worth is not measured by your productivity,
social status, career path, bank account, love life, friendships,
health, beauty, happiness, wit, or talent. It’s not a function of
how the world or other people look at you. Your worth is
measured by the sign of God’s infinite love for you: your
being. Creation is not a distant event 14 billion years ago, but
something that is happening right here and now. God didn’t
create you; God is creating you, because he desires you,
accepts you, and loves you. And even if every last person in
the whole crazy world tells you otherwise, your life remains
incredibly precious and important, because God has a job for
you that only you can do.

Sat., June 16
(liv)
Srs. of St. Francis
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
James Lawler
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 17
8:00 a.m. Lucia Chan & Jacinto Reyes (dec)
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
11:30 p.m.
(liv)
Russell Sepsi
Mon., June 18
(dec)
Frank Zaweski
7:30 a.m.
Tues., June 19
(liv)
Edith Schaefer
7:30 a.m.
Wed., June 20
Vocations
7:30 a.m.
Thurs., June 21
Cristy & Sean Lafferty (liv)
7:30 a.m.
Fri., June 22
(liv)
Lightburne Family
7:30 a.m.
Sat., June 23
Sister Kathleen Osbelt (liv)
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
John Guastella Jr.
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 24
8:00 a.m. Asuncion & Eusebio Reyes (dec)
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Jose Bispo
11:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony

Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a
parish
priest before setting a date. Every Diocese in Florida
Everyone you meet is fighting a great battle; some, veritable
requires at least six months preparation before marriage.
wars. But both celebrities and workaday people are
increasingly battered, bleeding, and—whether cumulatively
or suddenly upon waking one morning—hopeless. More and
more people are feeling like they’ve lost their fight.
But the Church remains a field hospital. Its doors opened two
thousand years ago, and they’re still open today. And above
its doors is a message of hope, even and especially to the
hopeless: It is good for you to be here.
By Matthew Becklo reprinted with permission from Aleteia

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.
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by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager

Donations 6/10/18

A View from My Window
On the front side of the parish office building we have an
overview of the parking lot. We often witness an osprey
sitting on a light pole dining on a fish. You would be
surprised to see the number of fish skeletons on the roof
of the church. (I don’t think fish fly once out of water!)
My office is in the back of the building with a large
window overlooking a shady tree and a wooden fence.
On occasion a hawk hangs out on the fence. I think he
must be looking for a bite to eat. (Hopefully it is a
mouse!)
So if the osprey and the hawk come to church and live
out God’s plan for them, ask yourself if you are coming
to church to live out God’s plan for you. The birds of
prey are both good stewards of the land.
We hear some people think that all the church wants is
money. They think stewardship is a scheme cooked up
to get more money?
If we look at stewardship in a more complete manner we
learn the following:
“Stewardship is fundamentally the work of the Spirit in
our lives. It is, ultimately, the pull and the power of the
Gospel come alive in our times and circumstances.”
(U.S. Catholic Bishops’ pastoral letter,
Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response)

Stewardship is an act of worship, not an act of obligation.
Stewardship is simply putting our faith first each and
every day.
The osprey and the hawk are good stewards and they
don’t give a dime! They get their directive from God.
We get our directives from God too. First we hear it in
the gospel and the homily, second we receive it if we
choose to receive it. Third, we must act upon it. Then
we will live out good stewardship as naturally as the
hawk and the osprey.
Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org and click
the online giving button.

Offertory Collection
Building Fund
APA 2018
Gift shop
Healing Mass
Peter’s Pence

$5,522.00
$40.00
$22.00
$133.00
$1,069.00
$817.00

TOTAL:

$7,603.00

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Blessed Trinity
2018 APA

Goal:

$101,181

Paid:

$43,295

Balance Due:

$57,886

% to Goal:

42.79%

# of Pledges 203 out of
681 Families

Let’s add more families in 2018!

Get FORMED Now!
It’s EASY and FREE!
Visit our website at BTSP.org and look for the menu
option “Important Catholic Links”
• Click on FORMED
• Enter the information asked when prompted
• Enter Parish Access Code: TJQ622
Tell us what you think! What did you find interesting?
What would you tell others!
Email Eileen at btsp@tampabay.rr.com.
Your comments matter.
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.
Mon.
Wed.
Thurs.
Sat.

6/17
6/18
6/20
6/21

7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA Meeting, Rm 4
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting, FFC
6:00 p.m. - Finance Meeting - Bethany Center
2:00 p.m. - Grief Support Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m. - SVDP - Rm 4
6/23 9:00 a.m. - AM Altar Circle
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

We are in need of willing
parishioners to visit and bring
communion to our
Homebound on Sundays.
For more information, please call
Aimee Holley at: (727) 687-2829

Please note:
Osceola Fundamental
High School graduate
Michael Anthony
Calandra will be
attending The
University of Tampa
this fall. We apologize
for the error in the
announcement.
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beckman, Fred
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

DeCaires, Brian
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Haley, Pat
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Horne, Francesca

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary

McManus, Elly

Romani, Angelo & Marlene

Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda

Rosa, Joe & Nina

Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Naylor, Elizabeth
Neumann, Janet
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila

Sanders, Marilyn

Robinson, Agnes

Sanders, Kimberly
Schillaci, Peter
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
Sr. Jean
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

