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Nativity of John the Baptist

Analyzing art: What can you see in
‘The Expulsion of Adam and Eve from Paradise’?
Unlock the deep spiritual meaning in Benjamin West's painting of the Garden of Eden.
Benjamin West (1728-1820), an Anglo-American painter, was hailed the “American Raphael.” He lived during
the era of the American War of Independence and the Seven Years’ War. Although born in Pennsylvania in
1728, he settled in London in 1763. Here he received the patronage of King George III and the assurance of the
financial support of the Crown.
In 1779, West intended to execute one of his greatest conceived projects. He wished to rebuild the Royal
Chapel at the Windsor Castle. Sadly, however, this scheme was abruptly canceled by the King of England in
1801. Subsequently many of his completed individual paintings, including the Expulsion of Adam and Eve
from Paradise, were lost. After nearly two centuries the painting resurfaced at an auction in London in 1989.
Article cont’d on page 2
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In his painting, West depicts not the Garden of Paradise as it is popularly conceived —
teeming with natural beauty and peaceful glory. Rather, he draws us to the very heart of
this theological, mystical and spiritual subject.
“Fearfully and wonderfully made,” the first
humans are placed into an eternal garden with
practically free rein. “Eat of all the trees in the
garden,” save one, “the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.” However, in walks the deceiver
embodied as a serpent. Confident of the outcome
of the snack, he makes no casual conversation.
He lures man and woman into a stolen identity, to
“be like God” but without God and not in
Notice also the meeting of the accordance to His will. In this way he shrewdly
angel’s foot and that of Adam. It sets up the humans, or God or both for a
bears witness to the new Adam, confrontation.
the incarnation and the dual
nature of God in His humanity The confrontation is followed by the expulsion.
The original harmony is destroyed and the beauty
and divinity.
of the eternal breath is tarnished. Creation is
subject to decay and death makes its entry into
human history. Benjamin West, through the painting in consideration, presents to us the
fragility and the anguish of the hour, the misery of the fall.
Emerging through a valence of dark clouds is the glorious figure of one of the
Cherubim. Clothed in soft white, in his right hand he holds the sharp beam of light. This
is symbolic of the “flaming sword.” His raised hair and piercing gaze contrast the
lightness and the airiness of his fluttering wings and drapery. Notice the red cloak he
partially carries. It indicates the entry of death and bloodshed.
Right before him are the protagonists. They bemoan their fallen state. Adam,
uncomfortable at his self-consciousness on receiving the knowledge of good and evil,
covers his face in shame. With his right hand he holds onto the mother of mankind.
Teary eyed, beautiful Eve kneels on the earth pleading for mercy. Before them slithers
the crafty serpent. His appearance resounds wicked laughter.
As the living beings creep into darkness, the painting inspires us to question ourselves:
“Is this the fallen end? Is this the victory of universal self-conscious sin? Are we
punished and doomed forever?”
Interestingly, the shrewd deceiver promises the humans that on eating the forbidden
fruit their eyes will be open and they will see and know. This was a half-truth for after
eating the forbidden fruit their eyes were open but not in wisdom but in shame. They
become aware that they are naked. Innocence is lost and now they seek to cover
themselves with the leaves of the fig tree.
But God does something beautiful. He does not
abandon His creation. God provides! Notice the
garments of Adam and Eve in the painting.
They are crafted not from foliage but are made of
animal hide. Fleece intact, God made garments of
sheep skin for Adam and his wife. This alludes clearly
to the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the
cont’d on page 3
world.
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Article continued from cover
Intriguingly, notice also the
meeting of the angel’s foot and
that of Adam. It bears witness
to the new Adam, the
incarnation and the dual nature
of God in His humanity and
divinity. The kneeling posture
of Eve hints at the interceding
nature of the new Eve, the
Blessed Virgin Mary.
The Expulsion of Adam and
Eve is not so much a story of
God’s blazing anger and
punishment as much as it is an
act of pure love and reparation.
Had the fallen humans
consumed the fruit from the
tree of life, they would remain
in the state of damnation
forever. God therefore had to
send His only begotten Son in
order to rescue mortals from
the state of original universal
sin and win them universal
salvation. Jesus is the Tree of
Life. Trapped in time, human
beings can now receive
everlasting life only through
Christ.
By Joynel Fernandes reprinted with
permission from Aleteia

THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor

Healing Mass with Father McAlear Huge Success
The Healing Mass with Father McAlear was a great success and I have
already asked for a return visit for early next year. Blessed Trinity was
packed, and really a beautiful spiritual moment for all of us. Close to 10
priests and priest religious were hearing confession. People came for
neighboring parishes, and from around the Diocese. Many parishioners have
asked that we have some programs available for the summer and this was
our first for the summer in a long time. Hopefully we will have some other
things before the summer is over.
Going on Vacation
Beginning Monday, June 25-July 7, I will be on vacation. I have a number of
things planned and will be out of town for a few days as well. When I return
I will be making final plans for the year ahead, and some advance planning
for our 60ᵗ� Anniversary Celebration.
Blessed Trinity Prepares to Celebrate the 60ᵗ� Anniversary of our founding
in the year 2020. We are Looking for Pictures
February 16, 2020 we will celebrate our 60ᵗ� Anniversary. We are presently
looking for pictures of parish life during the past 60 years, including our
liturgical celebrations. If you have pictures we would be most grateful if you
would be willing to share them with us. Bring them to our office and we will
scan them into the computer, and return them to you. Please contact Eileen
Plasse at our office at 727-867-3663 to make an appointment.

Students from Germany arriving this week
This week students from Germany will be learning English on our campus. It’s always a lot of fun for them,
and we enjoy hosting them.
You may have noticed some things missing from the Sanctuary?
All the candlesticks, paschal candle, altar candles, sanctuary lantern, and monstrance were removed from the
church to be refinished. It has been about 42 years since anything has been done and they were beginning to
show their age. They should all be back by the middle of August. We appreciate the generosity of a
parishioner who has funded the project.
Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus will resume the Pancake Breakfasts in September.
Update on Sister Jean Barrett, OSF
Sister Jean is recovering nicely and has been taking it easy. She is in good spirits, and is expected to make a
full recovery. Please continue to keep her in your prayers.
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This Week In Worship

Fun Parish Fact!
This past weekend we celebrated the 50th
Anniversary of the Diocese of St. Petersburg and
our very own Aimée Holley (pictured top left) was
there to sing with the Diocesan choir at the
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle. But did you know
that Aimée is the only original member of the
choir? She sang at the creation of the Diocese 50
years ago when she was just a child and was there
on Saturday for it’s anniversary!

Sat., June 23
Sister Kathleen Osbelt (liv)
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
John Guastella Jr.
4:00 p.m.
Sun., June 24
8:00 a.m. Asuncion & Eusebio Reyes (dec)
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
11:30 p.m.
(dec)
Jose Bispo
Mon., June 25
7:30 a.m. Deacon John & Joyce Schaefer (liv)
Tues., June 26
(dec)
Claudia Greco
7:30 a.m.
Wed., June 27
Vocations
7:30 a.m.
Thurs., June 28
Sue Chapman Fraser (liv)
7:30 a.m.
Fri., June 29
(dec)
Hubert Harnett
7:30 a.m.
Sat., June 30
Sr. Sheila Trapp OSF (liv)
8:00 a.m.
Francisco & Maria Barbosa (dec)
4:00 p.m.
Sun., July 1
(dec)
Robert Meyer
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Janet Ruta
11:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a
parish priest before setting a date. Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage.

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.
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Donations 6/17/18
by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager
Each week I pray about what to share with you in my
‘Money Matters’ article. I start typing what is running
through my head and then I get to the crux of the real
article. I throw out everything in the beginning that was
just gab and chip away until the words paint a picture
for you to better understand our financial landscape.
You would probably laugh at my startups. Maybe I need
a joke to open because it helps me loosen up.
I had to chuckle at what happened last week to me. At
the Sunday 9:30 Mass my husband leans over to me and
says the collection won’t be very good today because so
few people were there. I thought two things in that
instant. First, that more people will arrive in the next
five minutes, and second, the weekly collection doesn’t
define the overall financial picture. More people did
arrive, and although a low offertory does affect the bills
I will be able to pay on Thursday, we also have online
giving and money that is mailed directly to the office.
You see the ‘mailed in’ amounts reflected in the
“Donations” report to the right. More and more people
are setting up automatic offertory donations from their
bank. This is fabulous! Our bills are all caught up right
now. During the next several months it will be very
difficult to keep current because of the drop in income.
Summer is usually lean. We walk by faith. We don’t
give up or stop serving because of finances. Thank you
for walking with us.
Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org
and click the online giving button.

Offertory Mailed In
Offertory Collection
Building Fund
APA 2018
Gift Shop
Funerals
Rent
Other
St. Vincent De Paul
Peter’s Pence
TOTAL:

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

$6,185
$4,725
$92
$1,193
$97
$730
$100
$110
$70
$111
$13,413.00

Blessed Trinity
2018 APA

Goal:

$101,181

Paid:

$43,862

Balance Due:

$57,886

% to Goal:

43.35%

# of Pledges

204 out of
681 Families
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.
Mon.
Sat.

6/24 7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA Meeting, Rm 4
6/25 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting, FFC
6/30 9:00 a.m. - AM Altar Circle
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

…as if it’s your last opportunity to do so
ATTN
Blessed Trinity
Parishioners!

Publication deadline for the bulletin is
on Tuesday of each week. Please email
any announcements to:
BTKGallagher@gmail.com

M

artha Monagan-Hart Ph.D.,
LCSW, Volunteer, will facilitate
the Sister Jean Barrett Bereavement
Support Group. The group offers a
caring presence in a safe, comfortable
environment to share stories and
listen to each other with compassion
offering support in our normal grief
reactions. Adults of all faiths are
welcome and there is no fee to attend.
Martha is available in the Parish
Library at 1:00 p.m. prior to all
scheduled meetings. Please feel free
to stop by at those times with any
questions or concerns you might have
about the group. You can also E-mail
Martha at
Dr.Monaganhart@gmail.com. You may
also leave your phone number if you
would like to talk. You can also call the
parish office at 727-867-3663 and
leave a message for Martha.

There will be a second
collection on Saturday, June 30th
and Sunday, July 1st for the Building

Do you follow us on Facebook?
Missed out on the Healing Mass or Father Michael’s
last mass with us? Make sure you visit our Facebook page
to catch up on the latest happenings and recaps of what is happening
within our parish!
If you have a Facebook account, please give us a like and check-in
before or after your mass!
You can also go to our website at www.btsp.org and click on the
Facebook logo on the top right of the home page.
Don’t forget to leave a comment! We love hearing from you.

We are in need of willing
parishioners to visit and bring
communion to our
Homebound on Sundays.
For more information, please call
Aimee Holley at: (727) 687-2829
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beckman, Fred
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

DeCaires, Brian
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Haley, Pat
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Horne, Francesca

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary

McManus, Elly

Romani, Angelo & Marlene

Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda

Rosa, Joe & Nina

Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Naylor, Elizabeth
Neumann, Janet
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila

Sanders, Marilyn

Robinson, Agnes

Sanders, Kimberly
Schillaci, Peter
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
Sr. Jean
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

