
Prayer for the Nation

“Almighty God, you have given us this good land for our heritage.
We humbly as you that we may always prove ourselves a people

mindful of your favor.
Endow with the Spirit of wisdom those to whom in your name we

entrust the authority of the government.
In time of prosperity fill our hearts with the thankfulness, and in

the day of trouble do not allow our trust in you to fail.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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Catholics can change
immigration from a

‘problem’ to a
‘solution’

Immigrant stories can have
a happy ending. But who
will that depend upon?

The Catholic Church is uniquely placed to transform the immigration debate.
We’ve done it before. We can do it again. I’ve seen it firsthand. When my
mother was a little girl she immigrated to the United States, and my experience
is not unlike other sons of immigrants. My favorite weddings — and my
favorite Fourth of July celebrations — were with Mexicans, but I was never
anything but thoroughly American. My mom was Catholic to the end,
confessing on a dry-erase board when A.L.S. took her voice and then receiving
the Eucharist in her feeding tube.  Her witness and the education she sacrificed
to give me brought me back when I left the faith. This is the way immigrant
stories can go — if the Church is there to welcome them, educate them, and
nurture their faith.

America’s low birthrate means immigration is here to stay.

“When there is an empty space, people try to fill it,” Pope Francis said during
the Syrian Refugee crisis. “If a country has no children, immigrants come in
and take their place. I think of the birth rate in Italy, Portugal and Spain. I
believe it is close to zero percent. So, if there are no children, there are empty
spaces.” Add the United States to that list. Last month, headlines reported the
latest about America’s low birth rate. “The rate has generally been below
replacement since 1971,” said the Centers for Disease Control’s National
Center for Health Statistics. But “the decline in the rate from 2016 to 2017 was
the largest single-year decline since 2010.” Much in our economy depends on a
robust population. We need enough workers to maintain domestic production,
enough families to buy homes and other goods — and enough taxpayers to fund
Medicare and Social Security. Jonathan Last spells out the consequences of the
birth dearth in his book What to Expect When No One’s Expecting. Meanwhile
“Immigration Is the Only Reason the U.S. Doesn’t Have an Aging Crisis,” The
Atlantic reports. When a population stops having children, they need
immigrants. That is where America is today.

Immigrants quickly assimilate — to a secular United States.

But immigration is only a temporary solution to the birth dearth. Once
immigrants come to the United States, they quickly adopt the lifestyles of
Americans, including a lower birthrate. In fact, even in their home countries,
Latin Americans are adopting Western secularist values. In the 1960’s, the
average Latin American woman had six children. Today the average is less than
half that. They also assimilate in their faith life. According to CARA, only 57
percent of adult Hispanics self-identify as Catholic. As recently as 2006 that
was 70 percent.  The Church is losing her sons and daughters.
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Thoughts Worth
Sharing

By Father Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

Happy Independence Day, July 4

On Vacation
I have been on vacation for the past several days
and will return July 10ᵗ�.  I will leave again toward
the end of the month.

Blessed Trinity Prepares to celebrate the
60ᵗ� Anniversary of our founding in the
year 2020.  We are Looking for Pictures
February  16,  2020,  we  will  celebrate  our  60ᵗ�
Anniversary.  We are presently looking for
pictures of parish life during the past 60 years,
including our liturgical celebrations. If you have
pictures, we would be most grateful if you would
be willing share them with us.  Bring them to our
office and we will scan them and return them to
you.  Please contact Eileen Please at our office at
727-867-3663 to make an appointment.

If you have been away you may have
missed the following announcement.
You may have noticed some items missing from
the Sanctuary.
The tabernacle, all the candlesticks, paschal
candle, sanctuary lantern, and monstrance were
removed from the church to be refinished.  It has
been about 42 years since anything has been done
and they were beginning to show their age.  They
should all be back by the middle of August.  We
appreciate the generosity of a parishioner who
has funded the project.

Catholic Hispanics can be won over, however.

Nonetheless, the Catholic Church remains a natural
home for Catholic immigrants — if the Church would
only welcome them. CARA reports that in 2006, 82
percent of Hispanics raised in Catholic families stayed
in the faith. Today it’s 71 percent — but still 10
percentage points higher than non-Hispanics. All the
same, CARA reports that 85 percent of Hispanics say
that their Catholic faith is an important part of their life
and 83 percent are proud to be Catholic. You can see
that pride in their homes, where 2 in 3 have a statue or
picture of Mary; around their necks, where 2 in 5 wear
a crucifix; in their wallets, where they are far more
likely to carry a holy card; and in their Catholic giving
rate — higher than non-Hispanics. This despite the fact
that only 1 in 4 parishes specifically serve Hispanics
— and only 45 percent of Hispanic Catholics register
with a parish, with nearly half of those passing up the
nearest parish for something better.

The Church has turned immigration from a
“problem” to a “solution” in the past.

Italian immigrants grappled with high crime rates —
and Irish immigrants were no different. The outrage
against immigration in the 19th century was so intense
that the American Protective Society attracted 2
million members to its cause. The Catholic Church
worked even harder, though, to welcome new
members of the flock — and make them good citizens.
The Church built ethnic parishes, organized sodalities
and embraced fraternal organizations such as the
Knights of Columbus and the Ancient Order of
Hibernians. The effort required imagination and an
evangelical spirit. And it worked.

Pray to Our Lady of Guadalupe that it happens
again.

Catholics know that the Blessed Virgin Mary specially
visited our continent to leave her image and unite her
Church to proclaim her son. That image should be the
banner of a new effort to integrate immigrants today,
and her words to Juan Diego could be her message to
the Church in America: “Listen, my child: There are
many I could send, but you are the one I have chosen
for this task.”

By Tom Hoopes reprinted with  permission from Aleteia Cont’d on page 4



This Week In Worship

Matrimony
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment  with a

parish priest before setting a date. Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before  marriage.

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office for information regarding the

Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.

SACRAMENTS
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Sat., June 30
8:00 a.m.         Sr. Sheila Trapp, OSF (liv)
4:00 p.m. Francisco & Maria Barbosa (dec)

Sun., July 1
  8:00 a.m.    Robert Meyer    (dec)

9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
          11:30 p.m. Janet Ruta    (dec)

Mon., July 2
       7:30 a.m.     Mark Walter   (dec)

Tues., July 3
7:30 a.m.      Pasquale Strangis  (dec)

Wed., July 4
7:30 a.m.   Vocations and Walter Ruta (dec)

Thurs., July 5
  7:30 a.m.     Monica & Joy Beddoe (dec)

Fri., July 6
7:30 a.m.   Roberts Family (liv & dec)

Sat., July 7
8:00 a.m.         Tom Brown   (dec)
4:00 p.m.         Sandy & Joe Rhodes   (liv)

Sun., July 8
 8:00 a.m.    Edward Crader   (dec)

9:30 a.m.     Blessed Trinity Parishioners
          11:30 a.m.     Jim Schlander   (dec)

Pancake Breakfast / Coffee and Donuts
The Knights of Columbus will resume the Pancake
Breakfasts in September.  Coffee and Donuts will
continue throughout the summer months.

Security Cameras have been Installed
After Easter we installed security cameras on our
campus. THERE ARE NO AUDIO
RECORDINGS ETC. This is the first phase of a
comprehensive security plan for Blessed trinity.
The Diocese wants all parishes to develop a plan
within the next year.  Prior to Easter a conference
was held with representatives from law
enforcement as well as the FBI.  What has been
happening around the world and in our own
country has prompted this call to action around
the Diocese.

It is very important that any personal belongings
such as purses, etc. be in your possession at all
times or make sure someone is watching them
should you have to leave your pew for whatever
reason.  Never leave these items unattended.  Also,
be sure your car is locked when coming to Church.
Never leave valuables such as cameras, or other
items in plain sight.  The St. Peterburg Police have
lighted signs in the medium warning motorists to
lock your car when it is unattended.

Finally, SLOW DOWN AND SAVE A LIFE.  We
have numerous accidents, some fatal that take
place almost every day on 54ᵗ� Street. Most of the
time people are speeding and are always in hurry
to beat the traffic signals.  Drive as if your children
and grandchildren live in our area.

FATHER WAYNE C. GENEREUX, PASTOR



by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager

Stewardship is not just about money!

A note came in the mail from a couple new to the parish
expressing how they feel welcomed and happy in our
church. They included a donation toward our 2017 APA
drive and said they intend to register. Theirs is the
experience we all want and need.  It is a way to keep our
parish healthy.  People walk through the doors of Blessed
Trinity Church for a myriad of reasons.  Whatever their
reason for coming to our church, parishioners can make
guests and new comers feel welcomed.  There is a saying,
“If you want someone to give you a smile give them one
of yours.” It works! A smile might be exactly what it
would take to greet someone and make them feel
welcomed in our church.  We can live out our
stewardship by offering a friendly word or gesture to
others. Getting to know the person sitting next to you in
the pew makes them feel included.  Acknowledge that
you see them and that you are happy they came.  That act
can make them feel like they are no longer strangers.

Stewardship is the philosophy, the spirituality from which
we, as God’s people, live out our baptismal call to serve
others and to serve God. You are working stewardship
simply through your connection to others. We are one
body, one body in Christ; and we do not stand alone.
First line of the song, “We are one body.”
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Goal: $101,181

Balance Due: $55,644
Paid: $45,537

# of Pledges 210 out of
681 Families

Blessed Trinity
2018 APA

% to Goal: 45.01%
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Donations 6/24/18

Offertory Collection   $5,213
APA 2018      $105
Gift shop       $101
Peters’ Pence     $40
Father’s Day $295
TOTAL:        $5,754

MAILED IN
Offertory:       $780
APA 2017:      $260
Rent:         $3,000
Project: $2,375
TOTAL:        $6,415

GRAND TOTAL:      $12,169

Call the Parish Office at 727-867-3663
For help getting logged in the first time



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.  7/1  7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA Meeting - Rm 4

 Mon.  7/2 7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFC
Tues.  7/3 7:00 p.m. - K of C - PC

 Wed.  7/4 Independence Day - Office Closed
Thurs.  7/5 6:00 p.m. - SVDP - Rm 4
Sat.  7/7 9:00 a.m. - Altar Circle
     7:00 pm. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations
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God, our Father, Creator of the Universe, You have set the
earth on its foundation and all the elements of nature obey

Your command. We humbly beseech You to keep us safe
from all dangers and calm the storms which may threaten
us. May we be secure in Your loving protection and serve

You always with grateful hearts. We ask this through Jesus
Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You and the

Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

For Sale!
Mobility Vehicle

2010 Toyota Scion XB
● Excellent Condition

● Effortless manual ramp
● Leather seats

● Extra window tinting
● Ice cold air conditioning

● Pioneer Radio
● Power windows and doors
● Jazzy Powerchair & charger

included
Asking $13,500

Contact Bonnie at 727-866-6084
Is God calling you to

become a Lay Carmelite?

Are you yearning for a closer
walk with Jesus? Are you drawn
to one of the great Carmelite
saints like St. Terese of Avila,
St. Therese of Lisieux or St.
John of the Cross, pictured with
Our Lady of Mount Carmel? If
yes, God might be calling you to
become a Lay Carmelite.

To learn more, we invite you to come as a guest to a Community
Meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 6:30 PM - 9:30 PM, at
Most Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church in Gulfport. If you come
July 11th or August 8th, and like what you see, you can inquire about
formation classes that start in September.

May Our Loving God bless you with His peace,
Sandy Ferreira, Director
Lay Carmelite Community 1048
For more information, please call or text me at 727-492-6117

Many Parishioners have
asked for Fr. Michael

Eguino’s address and we are
happy to provide. His new

address is as follows:

Rev. Michael Eguino
St. Elizabeth Church

268 Wadsworth Avenue
New York, NY 10033



Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock,  Cheryl &
Evan
Naylor, Elizabeth
Neumann, Janet
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McManus, Elly

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeCaires, Brian
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Horne, Francesca

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beckman, Fred
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schillaci, Peter
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
Sr. Jean
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena
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