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Moses and the Ten Commandments feature prominently in Congress  
and Supreme Court. By John Burger 

 
As America approaches the celebration of its independence from Great Britain, it’s a good time to 
recount how central the role of religion has been in the founding and development of the nation. 

That religious heritage is etched in stone in some of the most prominent buildings in Washington, 
D.C. 

America’s religious heritage is carved 
in stone in nation’s capital. 
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The declaration “In God We Trust” is prominently displayed in 
both the United States House and Senate Chambers. 

In the House Chamber, although almost two dozen lawgivers from 
throughout history are depicted in artwork, only Moses is shown 
with a full face view. 

In the Capitol Rotunda we find depictions of Christopher Colum-
bus participating in a prayer service, the Baptism of Pocahontas, 
and the prayer and Bible study of the Pilgrims. In the Cox Corri-
dor we see the words “America! God shed His grace on thee.” At 
the east Senate entrance the words Annuit Coeptis greet us—Latin 
for “God has favored our undertakings.” 

Some of the most obvious examples can be found in the Capitol’s 
Statuary Hall, which has 100 statues — two from each state — 
of notable figures. Five of them are of Catholic historical figures: 

• Mother Joseph, a Canadian missionary who contributed to 11 
hospitals, seven academic institutions, and two orphanages in 
the Pacific Northwest. 

• St. Junipero Serra, a Spanish Franciscan missionary in Califor-
nia. 

• St. Damien of Molokai, who worked among the lepers in Ha-
waii. 

• Jesuit Fr. Eusebio Kino, who worked among the Pimas in Ari-
zona. 

• Jesuit Fr. Jacques Marquette, who evangelized Native Ameri-
cans in Wisconsin and elsewhere in the Midwest. 
 

On the Senate side of the U.S. Capitol, there is the President’s 
Room, a space that used to be where the president signed legisla-
tion. Its artwork is based on personifications of the themes of Lib-
erty, Legislation, Executive Authority and Religion. 

“As Religion looks down at us from the ceiling in the President’s 
Room, she is a reminder that we are a nation of people who be-
lieve in religion,” according to Fr. Eugene Hemrick, a priest of the 
Diocese of Joliet, Illinois, and the author of the book One Nation 
Under God. 

“Images of crucifixes and religious orders are scattered through-
out the artwork within the U.S. Capitol,” said a 2017 article at 
Crux. “Carvings on the front doors depict the life of Christopher 
Columbus, accompanied by Franciscans with rosaries hanging 
from their waists. As well as paintings in the Rotunda, such as 
the engraving ‘The Discovery of the Mississippi’ by Johnson, Fry 
& Co., which illustrates Hernando de Soto standing at the Missis-

Continued next page 
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ARE YOU NEW? What to 
Expect at Blessed Trinity 

 
Welcoming: Our parishioners 
love meeting new people and 
sharing their lives with others. 
You’ll also be greeted by some 
of the most welcoming people 
you’ve ever met at a Church - 
and we’re not just talking about 
the Hospitality team. 
 
Family Focused: If you have 
children, they are ALWAYS 
welcome to celebrate Mass with 
the community! Our Family 
Faith Formation program in-
vites the whole family to partic-
ipate in learning about the faith. 
 
Dynamic Worship: Through-
out the Mass, you’ll be encour-
aged and invigorated by the 
community’s full, conscious, 
and active participation in the 
Liturgy. Our Community loves 
to SING! From traditional 
hymns to contemporary worship 
music, the word of God is pro-
claimed in a dynamic fashion. 
The homilies are geared to-
wards challenging our parish-
ioners to become better Chris-
tians. 
 
A Church Unlike Any Other: 
There’s so much more to talk 
about! Our Parish is a wonder-
ful, dynamic community and we 
welcome you to celebrate litur-
gy with us this weekend!  
It doesn’t matter if this is your 
first time, 50th time, or first time 
in 50 years - know that you al-
ways have a place to worship, 
and a community to belong to at 
Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church.  
 
 

To learn more, visit 
WWW.BTSP.ORG 
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Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes 
God, Our Father, Creator and Lord of the universe,  

you have set the earth on its foundation and  
all the elements of nature obey your command.  

We humbly beseech you to  
keep us safe from all dangers and  
calm the storm that threatens us. 

May we be secure in your loving protection  
and serve you always with grateful hearts.  

 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

your Son, who lives and reigns with You  
and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Reprinted with permission from aleteia.org  

sippi River, with priests in the foreground, praying and placing a 
crucifix in the ground.” 

Even the building of the Supreme Court, which is often thought of 
as the bulwark against mixing religion and government, gives a 
nod to the religious traditions whose streams have fed the law. A 
sculptural group titled “Justice is the Guardian of Liberty,” by 
Hermon MacNeil, depicts Moses holding the Ten Command-
ments. But he is surrounded by Confucius and Solon. 

The Decalogue is also featured prominently in the frieze above 
where the Justices sit and the oak door at the rear of the Chamber. 

Numerous religious references can also be found in the Washing-
ton Monument, Jefferson Memorial, and Lincoln Memorial. 

“We are truly blessed to live in a country that not only respects 
God, but has chiseled that respect in stone, inscribed it on walls, 
pieced it together in mosaics, and painted it on canvases so that 
American generations that will never forget their religious herit-
age,” Hemrick wrote in his book. 

And, of course, Americans need look no farther than their wallets 
to find such acknowledgements of divine assistance. In these diffi-
cult days, one phrase is worth remembering: “In God we trust.” 

Continued from previous page 

“In God we trust.” 



Mass Intentions  
Saturday, July 4 
4:00 p.m.  James Lawler (Dec) 
Sunday, July 5, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Ankerberg Family 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   James Thuline (Liv) 
Monday, July 6, Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and Martyr 
8:00 a.m.   A. Frederick Susi (Dec) 
Tuesday, July 7 
8:00 a.m.   Kayla and Nathan Roberts (Liv) 
Wednesday, July 8 
8:00 a.m.  For Vocations 
Thursday, July 9, Saint Augustine Zhao Rong, Priest, and  
 Companions, Martyrs 
8:00 a.m.   Anthony Arthur (Dec) 
Friday, July 10 
8:00 a.m.   Marie Madeline Bivona (Dec) and 
   Cynthia Lewis (Liv) 80th Birthday 
Saturday, July 11, Memorial of Saint Benedict, Abbot 
8:00 a.m.  Ellen Mickelson (Dec) 
4:00 p.m.  Bill Maslar (Dec) 
Sunday, July 12, Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Theodore Doroski (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Stephen Lynch (Dec) and 
   William Kennedy (Dec) 

Are You Looking to  
Receive One of the  

Seven Sacraments With Us? 
 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prep-
aration before  marriage. Please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for an 
appointment before setting a date. 
  

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the Baptism 
of your child! We ask that you 
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne 
Genereux, at the Parish Office for 
information regarding the Pre-
Baptism Class before scheduling 
a Baptism.  
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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The church is open for our 
regular schedule of Masses.  
Recognizing that many will 
still be unable to attend Mass 
we will continue to record 
the Mass and upload it to the 
website. To view the Mass go 
to our website: btsp.org and 
click on the red words to start 
the video. The recorded Mass 
is from the Saturday vigil. 
 
We are very grateful to Brent 
Boughchamp who has been 
volunteering his services to 
record the Mass each week. 
Thank you Brent for your 
continued support. 

Saint Benedict, Abbot 
 
c. 480-550 

Feast Day – July 11 

 

What’s known about the father of Western 

monasticism is from the “Dialogues of 

(Pope) St. Gregory the Great.” Sent to 

Rome to study, 20-year-old Benedict 

shunned the city’s wickedness to take up solitary living in Subiaco. He 

stayed there for about 25 years, with disciples he organized into 12 

small communities. Around 529 he established the monastery at Monte 

Cassino, near Naples, where he spent the rest of his life and finalized his 

famous Rule, which spread throughout Western Europe. St. Scholastica 

was his sister; St. Gregory describes their spiritual talks and moving fi-

nal meeting. Benedict is the patron saint of Europe and of spelunkers, 

perhaps because some of his early foundations were in caves or grot-

toes. 

http://btsp.org/
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“M   ney Matters” 
by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager  

 
 

Totals will be reported in next 
week’s bulletin for the June 

28, 2020 offertory. 
 

Thank you for your  
generosity! 

Discover all the best Catholic 
content in one place.  
Entertaining movies, enlightening 
programs, inspiring talks and au-
dio dramas, and a great selection 
of popular e-books—all just a 
click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you! 
formed.org TJQ622access code 

The featured article this week closes acknowledges the fact that print-
ed on our money are the words “In God we trust”. What does that 
mean to you? 
 

For me personally it means that I can trust God with whatever amount 
of money I have or don’t have. My husband and I experience times 
that the money we have is mathematically not going to be enough. We 
agree in prayer to ask God for help. We admit that we trust Him to 
meet our need. We discovered that if we trust God he can use what 
little we have and make it more than enough. We continue to be 
amazed by God. He pulls it off, sometimes at the eleventh hour but 
always in time. (Those eleventh hour stories we enjoy sharing really 
stretched and grew our trust in Him.) He is limitless! 
 

What does “In God we trust” mean for the church? Absolutely every-
thing! I experience a great deal of stress when the money runs out be-
fore the bills run out. I can ask myself, “What can I do”? Or ask God 
“What can you do?” For over 27 years I have worked in the church. I 
have witnessed that God can handle the parishes money the same way 
He handles my personal money. For example, I recall one of God’s 
divine interventions at the church I was working at: The church did 
not have funds to cover payroll. I prayed and asked God to cover pay-
roll. I told Him it was beyond my capability to get the money so I put 
my trust in you. Within two hours of my prayer a parishioner walked 
in to my office and handed me a check for $10,000! She said it was 
something she felt God asking her to do! I hugged her and cheered as 
I told her she the instrument of God to meet payroll! I am glad to have 
that experience to remind me that we are the children of a loving God 
who will meet our need if we trust Him. 
 

I hope you too experience this trust. Whether you are the one trusting 
Him in your need or you are the instrument through which God meets 
that need, it feels good on both ends. You are not weak to trust in 
God, rather, you are strong. Trust is an action word. Embrace it. 

“Come to me,  
all you who labor 
and are burdened, 

and I will  
give you rest.”  

 
Matthew 11:28 
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Prayer to St. Corona in 
a Time of Epidemic 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
You came into this world 
for our salvation. 
 
Look kindly on us now, we 
pray, that we, and all 
those who serve You, 
might be kept safe from 
this epidemic.  
 
Heal those who are sick, 
comfort the suffering, 
bring back those who have 
gone astray, and 
above all, increase our 
faith, O Lord.  
 
Give us the grace to follow 
You and, 
like the martyr St. Corona, 
who gave 
her life for love of You, to 
take up our 
crosses daily without fear 
or hesitation.  
 
Lord Jesus Christ, Son of 
the living God, have mercy 
on us and on the whole 
world.  
 
St. Corona, patroness of 
epidemic victims,  
pray for us. 

Our dedicated faithful continue to pray to end abortion  
every Saturday morning from  
9-11am (4131 Central Ave.) 

 
This shows just a very few of dedicated Pro Life people who peacefully 
meet and pray to end abortion every Saturday Morning from 9 to 11- 
( OUR 9-1-1 Project )- in front of the abortion clinic, All Women's 
Health Center at 4131 Central Avenue here in Saint Petersburg. ALL 
are welcome to join in prayer with people of ALL denominations every 
week on Saturday, as well as on Tuesdays and Thursdays, the busiest 
days for the ugly abortion business. You are invited to pray for a few 
minutes or a couple hours, whatever you are comfortable with. Please 
feel free to bring a portable chair so as not to feel uncomfortable with 
standing. 
 
Very Good News to report!!! This past 
week the clinic did not even open it's 
doors on any one of it's normally busy 
days. This translates to God answering 
our prayers to the end of shutting down 
this evil place once and for all. Our thanks 
goes to Our Lady Of Guadalupe for Her 
intercession. 
 
For information, please call 727-258-7406 



Adkins, Chantale 
Albertson, Michelle  
Antczak, Harriet 
Arnold, Barbara 
Attard, Stephanie 
Banks, Cathy  
Barry, Marian 
Beekman, Connie 
Bennett, Elizabeth 
Blondheim, Carmen 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Brown, Buck 
Brown, Dorothy 
Brown III, George 
Brown, Shaquita 
Browning, Rea 
Bruce, Phil 
Buckwald, Diane 
Carfora, Palma 
Cavalieri, Lois 
Ceci, Shirley 
Chavez, John 
Chris, David 
Christ, Kathryn  
Cline, Wayne  
Cohn, Joan 
Congiu, Rita 
Coston, Stephen 

Dawson, Anthony Peter 
Deacon Lionel Roberts 
DeLucca, Rosemary 
Detore, Alice 
Deuel, Fred 
Devyn & Donna 
DeZarn, Vickie 
Doiron, Gary 
Feehan, Joe 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferero, Antoinette 
Fiedler, Meghan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Forbes, Rahim 
Forbes, Tina May 
Fr. Jim Klima 
Fraser, Sue Chapman 
Freda, Eileen  
Garcia, Jose M. 
Gaskin, Douglas 
Genereux, Carol 
Graeme, Mary 
Gregg, Joan 
Griffin, Lynda Butler 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hamilton, Tom 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  

Heylan, Edward H. 
Hepp, Loren 
Hildebrand, Bud 
Huff, Walt & Carole 
Iglesias, Olivia 
Infant Ursa 
Kantowicz, Jan  
Keithly, Claire  
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie 
King, Ada  
Kleinberger, Donovan 
Kline, Irene 
Kline, Wayne and Judy 
Krieger, Mary 
Kwesell, Eugene 
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Annette 
Lawrence, Sandy 
Leath, Bill  
Lee, Donald 
LeVan, George 
Lindsay, Jane  
Lovelace, Melayna 
Lowery, Judith 
Lucas, Laura  
Lyons, Laura 
Mack, Jackson  

Maharne, Cecile 
Mahoney, Colleen 
Maitland, Steve 
Mark, Jacqueline 
Marois, Mary 
McGarry, Jean 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Merchant, Geraldine 
Merchant, Rhoda 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Meyer, Patricia 
Monahan, Sheila 
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan 
Neumann, Janet 
Nicholson, Maria 
Noguez, Armida 
Nuñez, Marleny 
Oliphant, Brian 
Palumbo, Al 
Pezzulo, Irene  
Phillips, James 
Pope, Stoney 
Privitera, Sandy  
Ray, Terry 
Reardon, Kevin  
Reardon, Kara  
Reed, Edward, Jr. 
Rivera, Joel 

Reyes, Nila  
Robinson, Agnes 
Romani, Angelo &  
Marlene 
Rosa, Joe & Nina 
Rudy, Fr. Richard 
Sanders, Kimberly 
Sanders, Marilyn 
Schaefer, Jake 
Schneider, Mary Jo 
Sclafani, Francesco 
Sharp, Jennett  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Sheridan, Samantha  
Simpson, Rose 
Smith, Anita 
St. Pierre, Rick 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Storey, Barbara 
Thompson, Bill 
Thompson, Susan 
Thore, Isabelle  
Thuline, James 
Vishnisky, Wayne 
Watson, Doug &  Claire 
Whalen, Dorothy 
Wood, Jena 
Youngman, Ruth 
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