
WEEKEND MAGAZINEJuly 14th, 2019 15th Sun. in Ord. Time

Catholic Church

Forgiveness isn’t optional in the Christian life. We bind ourselves to forgive each time we pray the Our Father, the
one prayer Jesus taught his people. “Forgive us our trespasses,” we pray, “as we forgive those who trespass against
us.” Most of us, if we’re being honest, find such a prospect terrifying. What fate might befall me if God in his
mercy chose to forgive me only as fully as I have forgiven those I hate?

Fortunately for us, forgiveness is not a feeling. Forgiveness is a choice. Forgiveness is a refusal to define another
person by his sin, a prayer that God give us a merciful heart whenever we’re inclined to rehearse yet again the list
of another’s faults.

Most of us know this, that forgiveness is a decision we may have to make over and again for years. But it can be
awfully discouraging to find that after decades of seeking to love like Jesus a certain name still elicits feelings of

Fortunately for us, forgiveness is not a feeling.
But why doesn't God take away our feeling of rage and hurt?
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Could this be the reason God sometimes
allows our wounds to stay open?

By: Meg Hunter-Kilmer
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rage and shame and vengeance.

Perhaps that too is a product of God’s mercy.

It would, of course, be far more pleasant if with the act of forgiveness came an
absolute release of all negative emotions and a complete healing of all painful
memories. But if God chooses not to work in that way, it must be for our good.
“All things work for good for those who love God,” St. Paul tells us (Rom 8:28),
so certainly the inner workings of a heart surrendered to God must be a result of
his grace. But what good could possibly come of feelings of anger and pain and
betrayal that are dredged up again and again, sometimes for a lifetime?

The Catechism explains it this way:

    It is not in our power not to feel or to forget an offense; but the heart that offers
itself to the Holy Spirit turns injury into compassion and purifies the memory in
transforming the hurt into intercession. (CCC 2843)

Those last few words, so easy to miss, can be life-changing if we take them to
heart. Forgiveness, we’re told, doesn’t necessarily change our memory or our
emotions. Forgiveness transforms hurt into intercession.

The heart that is longing to forgive may frequently find itself reminded of a past
injury. But rather than brood over the offense or become discouraged by the
lingering anger, a Christian takes the pain and offers it as an intercession for the
offender.

This is the miracle of forgiveness: not that it makes us feel good about past trauma
or happy to spend time with a former enemy, but that it turns our suffering into
prayer, a heroic act of supplication on behalf of the one who has hurt us.

What if this is the reason that God sometimes allows even minor wounds to remain
open? So that we can become instruments in the salvation of the ones we want to
hate. So that our hearts might gradually be healed of hatred by being offered
daily—hourly—as a living sacrifice for the last person in the world we want to
see saved, so that if we should meet one day in glory we can rejoice.

Nothing is wasted in God’s economy. The devil wants to convince us that our
ugly feelings are unforgiveness, proof that we ourselves are unforgiven, unworthy
of mercy, unable to be saved. What if instead of believing those lies we took those
moments of bitterness and shame and anger and pain and turned them instead into
intercession?

When we remember a slight or an assault or a lie or a betrayal, let’s take the
opportunity to pray (even if through gritted teeth): “Jesus, pour your blood over
the one who hurt me. Make him a great saint. Make her a great saint. Give him a
heart that longs after you. Give her joy in knowing you. And help me to forgive.”

In the end, this prayer that “turns injury into compassion and purifies the memory
in transforming the hurt into intercession” might just make us saints, too.
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ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at BT

Welcoming
Our parishioners love meeting new
people and sharing their lives with
others. You’ll also be greeted by some
of the most welcoming people you’ve
ever met at a Church - and we’re not
just talking about the Hospitality team.

Family Focused
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate Mass
with the community! Our Family Faith
Formation program invites the whole
family to participate in learning about
the faith.

Dynamic Worship
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by the
community’s full, conscious, and active
participation in the Liturgy. Our
Community loves to SING!From
traditional hymns to contemporary
worship music, the word of God is
proclaimed in a dynamic fashion. The
homilies are geared towards
challenging our parishioners to become
better Christians.

A Church Unlike Any Other
There’s so much more to talk about!
Our Parish is a wonderful, dynamic
community and we welcome you to
celebrate liturgy with us this weekend!

It doesn’t matter if this is your first
time, 50th time, or first time in 50 years
- know that you always have a place to
worship, and a community to belong to
at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.

To learn more, visit
WWW.BTSP.ORG

THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by:
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
727-867-3663
pastor@btsp.org

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen to be Beautified

Last week we received word that Pope Francis has approved the
Beautification of Bishop Sheen. His Beautification is a providential
moment in the history of the United States and the universal Church.
Sheen was well known not only in the US but around the world. He
spoke on many subjects and could explain some of the most complex
theological doctrines in terms people could understand

When my family was living in Springfiled, Illinois we had the
opportunity to see Bishop Sheen at a speaking engagement in
downtown Springfield. I was a member of the Cathedral School
Band, and we played for him. The next morning he was celebrating
Mass at a side Altar. Back then the school children attended Mass
every morning.

Saint John Paul II on his visit to New York’s St. Patrick’s Cathedral
embraced Sheen and told him that he had “written and spoken well
of the Lord Jesus.” He told his grateful servant that he had been a
“loyal son of the Church.”

We look forward to the day in which Bishop Sheen will be
Beautified. Most likely I will take place in Peoria or Rome sometime
by the end of the year.



This Week In Worship
MASS

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child!
We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism. Office Hours

Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Are You Looking to Receive One of the Seven
Sacraments With Us?

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

  Sat., July 13
     8:00 a.m.    Karl Aselage   (dec)

4:00 p.m.    Jeanne LaDuke  (dec)
  Sun., July 14 - 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m.   Mary Ann Aselage  (liv)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.    Robinson Meade  (dec)

  Mon., July 15 - Mem. Of St. Bonaventure, Bishop
      and Doctor of the Church

8:00 a.m.    Leonora Pulido  (dec)
  Tues., July 16

8:00 a.m.      Nancy Arasa      (liv)
  Wed., July 17

8:00 a.m.   Vocations
  Thurs., July 18

8:00 a.m.    Vince Heffern  (dec)
  Fri., July 19

8:00 a.m.    Joseph Baroni  (dec)
  Sat., July 20
     8:00 a.m.      Msgr. J. Bernard Caverly    (dec)

4:00 p.m.    Ethel Rudy   (dec)
  Sun., July 21 - 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m.   Larry & JoAnn Tarnowski     (liv)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.    Dolores Reimer (dec)
    & Stephen Lynch  (dec)

Acree, Barbara
Astuccio, Joseph & Louise
Cappello, Joseph & Theresa

Colleton, Melanie
Conley, Chris & Patty

Domenichello, Robert & Dee
Grande, Jeff & Claudia
Kall, John & Barbara

Layton, Gloria
Leggett, Janice

Liptak, Paul & Diane
Lynch, Mary

Manganello, Joseph & Lucille
Manley, Paul & Janice
Mansfield, Kathleen

McCarthy, Mary & Gene
Morelli, Ernest & Jo Anne

Morin, Garry & Wanda
Philipps, Rosita

Vecchiarelli, Nancy & Mary Jo

New Faces in Our Parish Family

 welcome to our new parishioners.
Blessed Trinit� would like to ex�end a war�

Be sure to say “hello” to our new faces!

Project Rachel offers healing for MEN, WOMEN,
COUPLES, and GRANDPARENTS who have been
involved in an abortion decision. There is help to move
toward reconciliation – with yourself, your unborn
child, your family, your Church, and your God.
● Raphael’s Way One Day Retreat

Aug. 3, 2019 (Palm Harbor)
● A Son’s Journey One Day Retreat

for MEN, Sept. 7, 2019 (Tampa)
● Spanish Rachel’s Vineyard

Weekend Retreat Sept. 13-15, 2019
(Lutz)

Call Project Rachel- English/Spanish
(813-924-4173) for details or visit:

projectrachel@ccdosp.org
www.rachelsvineyard.org

Post Abortion Healing: You are Not Alone

This Weekend’s Flowers

In Memor� of
Vince Heffer�



It’s that time of year. Your new
set of Sunday offering
envelopes arrives in the mail,
or you pick up the box after
Mass. Maybe you’re still
hearing echoes of last fall’s
pleas for a renewed
commitment to weekly parish
giving. Or your parish is
beginning the pledge process
for the annual diocesan collection. Registration opens for next fall’s
Catholic school classes.

You might catch yourself grumbling, “Money! Money! Money! That’s
all Father ever talks about!”

Here’s a secret: Father dreads this even more than you do. And another
secret: Whether it’s once or twice a year (which is standard) or more
frequently (when driven by dire necessity), chances are that if Father
has to mention money at all, he’s not talking about it nearly often enough.

Think about that first part. Your pastor is living out his priestly vocation
to preach the Gospel, minister the sacraments, and bring people to
Christ. Unless his was a late-in-life calling from the business world, it’s
unlikely that he was ever trained in the branch management of a
good-sized non-profit corporation, which is the equivalent of the
pastor’s secular responsibilities. Your average diocesan priest hates

Donations 07/07/2019

Offertory Collection      $5,831
Building Fund       $1,119
Peter’s Pence       $52
Gift shop $110

TOTAL:        $7,112

Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and

click the online giving button.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $54,222
Paid: $33,163

Our parishes are getting by on too little from too few,
but it wouldn’t take much to change that

What your pastor won’t tell you
about parish giving

By: Joanne McPor�land

talking about money even more than you hate hearing about it.

Fortunately, your pastor probably has more support to draw on now than pastors had in your parents’ or grandparents’
day. Diocesan stewardship offices provide guidance and resources, and many parishes have finance committees or parish
councils with members who have business and finance backgrounds. Pastors have more help making wise financial
decisions.

But here’s something that hasn’t changed in generations – and it’s the reason Father can’t talk about money enough. The
average share of our income that we U.S. Catholics give to our Church (including not just weekly parish giving, but
special collections and other Church-related charities) is a mere 1% – the same as it’s been as long as anyone’s been
counting. That’s the lowest percentage of giving of any major religious denomination in the United States.

The truth is that fewer than 1 in 3 Americans who identify themselves as Catholic attend Mass on a “regular” basis
(defined as at least once a month). And of those regular attendees, only 30% give to the support of their parish. Of those,
many are likely to toss the same 2 or 3 crumpled dollar bills into the collection basket as their parents did before them.
And this in a time when just keeping the lights on, the boiler heated up, the organ in tune, and the parking lot free of
potholes costs more than ever.

Nobody wants to talk about the basic operating costs of a parish, but if they aren’t met there is no place for the community
to worship, no support for the many ministries and outreach efforts that make a parish so much more than a building.

Reprinted with per�ission f�om Aleteia



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Every first
Friday of the month for
the near future, after the

8:00 a.m. Mass we will have Eucharistic
exposition, homily, meditation, and
benediction at 10:00 a.m. You might
want to pray for healing and for the
victims of the scandal. Invest one hour
with God, one on one.

Our next Adoration will be
on Friday, August 2nd.

Healing for Our
Suffering Church

Sun. 7/14 7:00 p.m. Men’s AA Room 4
Mon. 7/15 7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting FFR
Sat. 7/20 7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Room 4

Ongoing
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care

 4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg,
33713

Your 40 Days for Life contact:
Rich & Linda Maloney
727-258-7406
Rmaloney67@gmail.com

The last count of abortion clinics closed during 40 Days For Life
Campaigns was 100, and our goal was to have our local abortion
clinic here in St. Petersburg, at 4131 Central Avenue be Number
101. Our goal now is to have it be Number 105, as 4 more abortion
mills have since shuttered their doors.

Please join your fellow Blessed Trinity Parishioners for a few
minutes in saying the brief Prayer to Our Lady Of Guadalupe to end
abortion, every Saturday morning at the clinic, sometime during the
hours of 9:00 to 11:00.

Your Prayerful Presence could very well SAVE A LIFE!!!!

If you need a ride or for more information, please contact:

From 101 to 105: Your Efforts and Prayers at Work

Love your friends and family
Each & every day…

…as if it’s your last
opportunity to do so

What’s Better Than A FREE Summer Retreat?
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church Summer Retreat

Yours, Mine and Ours
Presented By: Brittany Conley

Come and explore your relationship with God and those around you through The Bible, fun videos, and Christian authors such as C.S. Lewis. Journey
with the community around you through three sessions on the self, close relationships, and society promoting growth and knowledge of the the faith.

TO REGISTER for this FREE retreat  that INCLUDES lunch:
Please call the parish office at 727-867-3663

● Tools and opportunities for self-reflection
● Knowledge about different forms of relationships within your life and how to balance them and your faith
● Tools on how to carry out our mission as Catholics to share God’s word and love and how to do so in

today’s society



Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus

Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iannello, Guy
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arasa, Nancy
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sclafani, Francesco

Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Tillema, Karen
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Zmuda, Ed


