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Iraqi refugees in France are helping to revive a
Marian apparition site by Bénédicte De Saint-Germain | Jul 05, 2018

Village of Bargemon, Provence, France

The local parish priest talks to us about the exciting challenges of bringing
Mary to the heart of his village community.
Editors Note: Fr. Wayne returns this week
from vacation. His column will appear next
week. He wanted to share this inspiring article
with you. It truly is a miraculous story.

T

Aleteia : Why did you come to Bargemon?
Philippe-Marie Métais Fontenel : I was appointed priest
of the three small parishes 6 years ago. To get some respite
I had asked the bishop for a small parish in the middle of
nowhere that nobody wanted. Straight away he thought of
Bargemon!

he village of Bargemon, in the commune of Var
in France, is one of two sites of Marian apparitions
On my arrival I discovered that this village was
in Provence. Until the Revolution, it was an
important center of pilgrimage, and since the
“a grace of an important international Marian sanctuary
between the 17th and 18th centuries. Thousands
parish priest has reinstated the Virgin Mary
conversion
of pilgrims had come here but everybody had
at the heart of the village, the pilgrims are
by
the
since forgotten it. There was only an annual
flocking once more. What’s more, a
community of 42 Christian refugees coming sacraments” festival with a Mass, during which 50-odd people
came to kiss the statue. A whole barbecued lamb
from Iraq have also actively participated in
topped off the occasion.
this revival. The parish priest, Fr. PhilippeMarie Métais Fontenel, took the time to talk with us
One day somebody offered me a little book titled The
about the village’s impressive changes, as well as the
Unknown Treasure, written in 1641 and republished in the
positive impact the refugees have made on parish life.
19th century.
(Continued page 2)
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Reviving a totally forgotten pilgrimage is a challenge. How did you do it?
Well I was there on a full-time basis, and the parish had already started to get things
moving and put things in place. I prayed to the Virgin Mary and little by little I felt that
she wanted the sanctuary to come back to life. When, in prayer, I asked her where to
start, I received a call from the diocesan department of pilgrimages who wanted to
organize something in Bargemon. In the thick of it all, other parishes joined up and came
too. I then noticed that the Virgin Mother wanted to regain her place in the center of the
village. We only had a small four-inch statue, hidden away in the presbytery. She had
been placed in the chapel of the church under a painting made after the very detailed
description of the apparition in 1635.

And the Iraqi
refugees?
While the sanctuary
went through its revival,
the indignation of Pope
Francis really touched
me. He didn’t
understand why so
many of the Church’s
buildings remained
empty, and asked for
the poor to be received.
In my 9,000-square-foot
presbytery, I felt
particularly concerned!

Iraqi refugees help revive Mary apparition site

A little later, the pope called the parishes to welcome a family of refugees. I gathered
together around 30 volunteers and we prepared things. We acted on the Word of God:
“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to
you as well” (Matthew 6:33). To pay for this reception the parish didn’t give a cent and
we didn’t ask for any subsidies. Without asking for a thing, we received $580,000 in
three months. One day one of the members of the team was on the phone to someone
from the diocese who was following what we were doing. He was astonished and
asked: “How do you do it?” The team member, an atheist, replied to him: “Don’t you
worry, it’s Providence.”
Providence is also at work in very concrete ways, like the time we needed a vehicle with
nine seats. There was one for sale in the village and the owner allowed us to use it until
we had the means to buy it. During a pilgrimage, at the moment of the offertory, a large
sum was collected through Lenten efforts. There was just enough to buy the vehicle, as
well as the matriculation and two necessary tire changes. With the Virgin Mary I
understood one thing: you just need to say “yes” and she’ll take care of the rest.

How have the refugees settled into the parish?
As soon as they arrived they were included in parish life. They were thirsty. The first
thing they asked for was to rediscover the Church, even before taking the time to
rebuild themselves and learn French. Therefore they naturally participated in Mass and
parish activities.

(Continued next page)
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The Virgin Mary wants to make the village a
new oasis of Christian life. For this to happen,
we need to bring charity back to its center. The
Iraqis are working and looking after, with the rest
of the villagers, the free stores that have been
opened: a grocery store, a clothing and furniture
deposit. The poor from within the sound of the
parish’s three bell towers come flocking. The
refugees also join in with the sewing, washing
and ironing workshops and want to get involved
in a new carpentry workshop which was given to
us on St. Joseph’s day. Today, everybody has
rallied together. This changes the spirit of the
village and the way of perceiving the Church.

How do you see their future in
Bargemon?
Some have started to build a profession. Having
contributed voluntarily to the restoration of the
churches and presbyteries, the quality of their
work has become so well-known that they are
starting to create their own firms. As for the
women who are able, they work in the sewing
workshop. A local business that has just created a
new line of clothing is giving them the
responsibility to make the designs. The
accommodation in the presbytery is a sort of
transition. The refugees stay a few weeks before
settling into apartments in the village.

Beginning Thursday Aug 16
10:30 a.m. - Noon
10 Thursdays ending Oct 18
○ Meet in the Faith Formation
room.
○ Materials cost about $30
Scholarships available
oin us for a 10-week retreat that delves into the
simplicity and grandeur of Consoling spirituality. This
retreat is based on the popular book by Fr. Michael
Gaitley, MIC, Consoling the Heart of Jesus.
Gain new insights into how you can console Jesus; learn
the keys to the great sanctity of the saints and blesseds like
Therese of Lisieux, Faustina Kowalska, and Mother
Teresa. Here are all the tools you’ll need to “become a
saint, a great saint, and quickly.”

As soon as the administrative formalities are
finished with and they receive their allowances,
they become autonomous. For three and a half
years, around 100 people have been welcomed.
Once they have resolved their legal status, only
those who wish to work for the charity and the
sanctuary remain. We guide the others and help
them get on their feet elsewhere.

With the participation of the refugees at Mass, have your liturgies changed?
We have installed a screen that gives the translation of the readings in Aramaic and Arabic. During the offertory and
after communion, instead of having music, the Iraqis sing in Aramaic or Arabic. We also recite the Lord’s Prayer in
French and Aramaic. Today the refugees and the parishioners, old and new, have become brothers. Some of the Iraqis
have said to the bishop, Mgr. Dominique Rey, “Those who welcomed us convert, and we, we convert, too!”

What are your projects?
We have just bought a convent to welcome pilgrims. Also, the film producers Steven and Sabrina Gunell came to
Bargemon and have decided to produce a film that should be released in December. They launched an appeal to
fund the project on credofunding.fr. This will enable us to share the grace of Our Lady of Bargemon and the
miracles that she is still making today. I am delighted! Reprinted with permission of Ateletia

This Week In Worship

Announcing Two Healing Masses
With Fr. Julio Rivero, TOR
Tuesday, July 17, 2018
Saint John Vianney Catholic Church
445 82nd Avenue, Saint Pete Beach, FL 33706
7:00 PM Holy Mass and Healing Service
preceded by Rosary at 6:30 PM
Thursday, July 19, 2018
Holy Cross Catholic Church
7851 54th Avenue North, Saint Petersburg, FL 33709
7:00 PM Holy Mass and Healing Service
preceded by Rosary at 6:30 PM

Are you pregnant and not ready or able to parent? Are
you wanting to complete your family through adoption?
Catholic Charities Adoption Services is ready to provide
support and information about adoption. Adoption has
changed from being shrouded in secrecy and shame to a
wonderful loving and life-giving option for the birth
mothers or parents, the adoptive parents, and the child.
Adoption allows a mother or parents to find a family to
love and care for their baby and for adoptive parents to
provide a loving and secure home and future for their
adopted child.
Contact us at AdoptionServices@ccdosp.org
or call 866-973-8638. For more information visit
Catholic Charities Adoption Services website:
www.CCAdoptFL.org

This weekend’s flowers

In memory of Vince Heffern
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Sat., July 14
8:00 a.m. Estaphanie & Stephen Roberts (dec)
(dec)
Frank Ward
4:00 p.m.
Sun., July 15
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
L. Thomas Loftus
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
11:30 p.m.
(dec)
George E. Shore
Mon., July 16
(dec)
Patricia Haley
7:30 a.m.
17
July
Tues.,
Carmen & Cliff Jordan (dec)
7:30 a.m.
Wed., July 18
7:30 a.m. Vocations & Vince Heffern (dec)
Thurs., July 19
(dec)
Frank Brown
7:30 a.m.
Fri., July 20
(dec)
Sue Brown
7:30 a.m.
Sat., July 21
(dec)
Clea Fernandes
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
James Lawler
4:00 p.m.
Sun., July 22
8:00 a.m. Mulie & Sebastian LaRosa (dec)
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(liv)
Adele Frallicciardi
11:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a
parish priest before setting a date. Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage.

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office for
information regarding the Pre-Baptism
Class before scheduling a Baptism.
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by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager

I

recently ordered pizza for lunch. Using the online
service was convenient because I could make my
choices for crust, flavoring, toppings, and size without
worrying about being rushed to answer.
Also, I had the option of ordering the pizza for a later hour. I was worried that I would get busy and forget to call in
my order in time for my German teenage students to pick up the lunch in my office on the way out of school to the
bus. It worked out perfectly.
A couple of days later I got a survey from the pizza business. I was offered $10 off my next order if I participated
in the survey. All they wanted was my assessment of how they are doing. Was my experience a good one? Was
the staff helpful? Did a staff member do anything outstanding to help me? Was the place clean? Was the food
order correct? Was the food hot? Was the food good? Would I recommend them to others?
I earned $10 for giving my opinion in 60 seconds. Of course it means I have to make a purchase again in order to
put any value to my $10 off code. I call that smart business. They learn what the customer likes and how they are
performing as a business all the while encouraging you to return soon.
Let me think…. How can I put this into practice for
the church? I don’t have coupons to offer. I can’t
give you anything for your opinion. Yet, your
opinion really matters. I wonder how your
experience of church at Blessed Trinity is. Is your
experience one of
welcome? Is the staff
helpful? Did anyone
(staff or parishioner) do
anything out-standing
to help you? Was the
place clean? Was the
music to your liking?
Would you recommend Blessed Trinity to others?
Do you want to continue coming? How ARE we
doing? What can we do better to serve you? (Feel
free to send me a note anytime with your opinion.)
Help us help you to keep coming back!!!

“Feel free to send me a note anytime
with your opinion.“ ~ Eileen
Some “special deals” coming up! Deacon John
Schaefer will be leading a small group retreat on
“Consoling the Heart of Jesus” beginning August
16th. (See page 3) Susan Thompson and Nancy
Arasa are making plans for the winter sessions of
“God’s Embrace Ministries”. (Watch the bulletin
for details.) Also, consider all the other ministries
that are ongoing at the parish. You pick your flavor,
your toppings, and your size for growth in faith and
involvement in the parish family. As I say often,
stewardship is not only about money! Your
participation is living out stewardship!

Offertory Collection $ 6,558
Building Fund
175
APA 2018
72
Gift shop
111
Special Donation
2,375
TOTAL:

$ 9,291

Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org and click the
ONLINE GIVING button.
100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Blessed Trinity
2018 APA
Goal:

$101,181.00

Paid:

$ 46,088.20

Balance Due: $ 55,092.80
% to Goal:

45.55 %

210 Pledges out of 681
Families
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.
Mon.
Thurs.
Sat.

7/15
7/16
7/19
7/19
7/21
7/21

7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA Meeting -Rm 4
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFC
2:00 p.m. - Grief Support Meeting - Library
6:00 p.m. - SVDP - Rm 4
9:00 a.m. - AM Altar Circle
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA Meeting

For Sale!

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Mobility Vehicle
2010 Toyota Scion XB

Prayer for Protection f�om
Hur�icanes
God, our Father, Creator of the
Universe, You have set the ear�h
on its foundation and all the
elements of nat�re obey Your
command. We humbly beseech
You to keep us safe f�om all
dangers and calm the stor�s
which may threaten us. May we
be secure in Your loving
protection and ser�e You always
with g�atef�l hear�s. We ask this
through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
Who lives and reig�s with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

We LIKE YOU, too!
Our number of likes and check-ins
continues to grow each week!
If you have a Facebook account,
please give us a like and check-in
before or after your mass!
You can also go to our website at
www.btsp.org and click on the
Facebook logo on the top right of the
home page.
Don’t forget to leave a comment! We
love hearing from you.

M

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Excellent Condition
Effortless manual ramp
Leather seats
Extra window tinting
Ice cold air conditioning
Pioneer Radio
Power windows and doors
Jazzy Powerchair & charger
included
Asking $13,500

Contact Bonnie at 727-866-6084

artha Monagan-Hart Ph.D., LCSW, Volunteer, will facilitate the Sr.
Jean Barrett Bereavement Support Group. The group offers a caring
presence in a safe, comfortable environment to share stories and listen to each
other with compassion offering support
in our normal grief reactions. Adults of
all faiths are welcome and there is no fee
to attend. Martha is available in the
Parish Library at 1:00 p.m. prior to all
scheduled meetings. Please feel free to
stop by at those times with any questions
or concerns you might have about the
group. You can also E-mail Martha at
Dr.Monaganhart@gmail.com. You may
also leave your phone number if you would like to talk. You can also call the
parish office at 727-867-3663 and leave a message for Martha.
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Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beckman, Fred
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
DeCaires, Brian
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Gruber, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Horne, Francesca
Huertes, Wilfredo

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McManus, Elly
Merchant, Geraldine

Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl &
Evan
Naylor, Elizabeth
Neumann, Janet
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene

Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schillaci, Peter
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
Sr. Jean
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

