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16ᵗ� Sunday of Ordinary Time

How I learned to share my faith at work without saying a word

You can be fully yourself on the job if you keep these things in mind ...
It was Ash Wednesday, and I had a dilemma. I wanted to get ashes on my forehead to mark the beginning of Lent
and my commitment to observing the 40 days before Easter, but I just couldn’t do it.
The thought of showing up to work with a large, black smudge on my forehead made me break out in a cold sweat.
What would coworkers think? Would they ask me about it? Would people stare at me in meetings? Would they
think I was too pious?
Don’t get me wrong: I’m not ashamed of my faith. But I don’t want to be the center of attention. I’m wary of
offending someone, or making coworkers uncomfortable by wearing my faith on my forehead.
So I didn’t go to church, and I didn’t hear the priest say, “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return”
as he was pressing ashes onto my forehead. I missed out on an important ritual of my faith because I was too
afraid.
I often struggle with how much to let my faith “show” at work — or if I should at all.
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I’ve been dealing with different forms of this struggle since childhood — at school
or in other larger social settings. I grew up in a fundamentalist Baptist church
where I had to witness (and take part in) door-to-door visits. It felt like cold calling
on neighbors to try to convert them to Christianity — an introvert’s worst
nightmare. It traumatized me. In high school, I thought I was a sinner if I didn’t
overtly try to convince my agnostic friends to switch to Team Christian. I
remember awkwardly inviting a friend to go to church with me. I could tell she
didn’t want to go, but felt obligated. These experiences left me with a form of
evangelism PTSD. No wonder I’m hesitant to expose too much of my beliefs at
work.
At the same time, I also don’t want to feel like I’m living two lives: my work
life and my “other” life. I want my life to be integrated.
So what’s the answer? How can I have integrity — not hiding parts of myself
— when it comes to faith and work? And what about being light and salt?
Knowing that this conflicted state of being affects many people, I decided to
seek answers from some spiritual scholars.
A tricky balance
For me, it isn’t about trying to convert my colleagues to my faith, but feeling
free to express my beliefs freely through my actions and words. But it’s a gray
area. Most employees and bosses alike would agree that you need to tread
carefully. “In fact, some of the old gospel-sharing methods are unwise, if not
flat-out unethical,” says Bill Peel, Director of the Center for Faith at Work at
LeTourneau University, and author of Workplace Grace: Becoming a Spiritual
Influence at Work. “A workable model for evangelism must respect the
nonbeliever’s integrity and vulnerability while also considering the
professional’s fiduciary responsibility.”
Not only that, if an employee is too heavy-handed when trying to convert
coworkers, it may be against the law. Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
the federal law that prohibits employers from discriminating against employees
on the basis of sex, color, national origin, and religion, requires an employer (of
15 or more employees) to provide reasonable religious accommodations —
which may include proselytizing. However, it also requires an employer to
maintain a workplace free from unlawful harassment.
So HR managers have to strike a delicate balance when it comes to dealing
with evangelization at work. They have to let employees have religious
freedom, but they also have to protect employees from harassment.
Courtney Leyes writes in HR Professionals Magazine that “it’s an employer’s
obligation to take reasonable steps to maintain a workplace free from unlawful
harassment. If the complained-of conduct is unwelcome proselytizing,” she
writes, the HR professional is not required to permit proselytizing at the
expense of other employees.
Article cont’d on page 3
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John Shore, in his article, “10 Reasons It’s Wrong to
Evangelize in the Workplace,” adds: “Unless part of your
job description reads, ‘Evangelize to your co-workers,’
you are effectively stealing from your employer when you
spend company time doing that. Worse, you are making
your employer vulnerable to all kinds of trouble it does
not want. As one Human Resources expert succinctly put
it: ‘Religion, like politics, is a workplace topic that is
guaranteed to generate an HR sh** storm.’”
Attraction, not promotion
So instead of forcing my faith on my coworkers, or going
to the other extreme and shutting down my faith altogether
while on the job, I tend to adhere to the “attraction, not
promotion” idea. As author Bill Peel writes, “We must
first do our jobs well. We must do our work with integrity.
And we must show people that we care.”
That sounds like good advice to me.
Unlike the door-to-door canvassing I was forced to do as
a child, I now express my faith more quietly. I try to do
my job well and care for those I work with. I wear a
crucifix that reminds me I am God’s beloved child. I post
things on my Facebook page about going to Mass, or add
a link to an article or book that has religious themes. I
wrote a book about God’s abundance, and I invited some
of my coworkers to my book release party. I’d be
surprised if anyone at work didn’t know that my faith was
important to me.
I try to find “God” moments throughout the day. The
spiritual exercises of St. Ignatius of Loyola remind me to
find God in all things. Like the time a friend at work
wanted to have coffee to talk about the meaning of life.
Or another time a coworker sought me out to confess her
depression — and asked me how my faith gave me hope.
And yet another time a friend was sobbing in the
bathroom because her boyfriend had just broken up with
her. I hope I was able to show Christ’s love to all of these
coworkers.
Let’s face it — the workplace can be brutal. It’s often a
dog-eat-dog world, and the values of those around you
may not match your own. We are called to be the light,
and to shine brightly. But there are many ways to do that.
And when I don’t know how, I just rub the crucifix around
my neck and pray that God will show me the way.
By Karen Beattie reprinted with permission from Aleteia

THOUGHTS WORTH
SHARING
By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor

Bishop Parkes to make Pastoral Visit to Blessed
Trinity
January 6, the Solemnity of the Epiphany Bishop
Parkes will visit Blessed Trinity. This will be his first
visit since his installation as the 5th Bishop of the
Diocese of St. Petersburg almost 2 years ago. He will
celebrate the 9:30 a.m. Mass. There will be a reception
following the Mass in the Parish Hall. Preparations
are already beginning for his visit.
End of September a Financial Report will be
Available to all Parishioners.
We are closing out Fiscal Year 2017-2018 and our
goal is to have the Financial Report ready by the end
of September. It will also include an insert of all
projects that have been completed since July 1, 2013.
There will also be a report of the Fund Raising
Campaign “Forward in Faith” that Bishop Lynch
inaugurated prior to his retirement.
Work to begin Soon on Church Sacristies
Thanks to a generous donor, our Church Sacristies
will be receiving a facelift. The Priest sacristy will be
more accessible to parishioners who want to meet
privately with a priest for anointing of the sick or other
business. In the end it will be much more efficient for
the sacristan and her helpers.
I will be Leaving for another week of Vacation.
On Friday July 21, I will begin another week of
vacation. I will return August 1. A priest is entitled to
four weeks of vacation, I will take another week off
the first week in November when my brother visits
from Michigan.

Kind personal regards,

Father Wayne C. Genereux
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This Week In Worship
Attention Married Couples:
Do you need a vacation?

Give yourself and your spouse time away from the
pressures of work and everyday responsibilities.
Enjoy a chance to talk and listen to that special
someone who loves you! Enrich your relationship
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend.
Take a break from the heat and plan to go on a
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend and
come back with a marriage that is refreshed and
full of energy! Space IS limited, so apply early!
For more information about taking a private time
away, check out flwc-wwme.org or call 813-2707832. The next available WWME weekend will be
at the Franciscan Center in Tampa from Aug 2426. The next one after that will be Oct. 12-14.

On Saturday, August 25th, the Marian Servants of
Divine Providence® will host Deacon Larry and Andi
Oney of Hope and Purpose Ministries from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the House of Prayer. OPTIONAL Mass at
4 p.m. Cost is $35. Bring lunch - drinks provided.
For more info visit www.divineprovidence.org/events
or call 727/797-7412.
House of Prayer – 711 South
Bayview Ave, Clw, FL 33759.

Attention!
A new diaper changing
station has been installed in
the women’s restroom

Sat., July 21
(dec)
Clea Fernandes
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
James Lawler
4:00 p.m.
Sun., July 22
8:00 a.m.
(liv)
Anouse William
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
Adele Frallicciardi
11:30 p.m.
(dec)
Mon., July 23
(dec)
Anton Beck
7:30 a.m.
Tues., July 24
(liv)
Patrick Brown
7:30 a.m.
Wed., July 25
Vocations
7:30 a.m.
Thurs., July 26
(dec)
Kevin P. Gallen
7:30 a.m.
Fri., July 27
(dec)
William E. McCune
7:30 a.m.
Sat., July 28
8:00 a.m. Ernest & Silvia Lawrence (dec)
(dec)
Fr. John Leonard
4:00 p.m.
Sun., July 29
(dec)
Robert B. Murray
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m. Martina Padilla & Nicholas Reyes Jr. (dec)

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Please call the Parish Office for an appointment with a
parish priest before setting a date. Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage.

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office for information regarding the
Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a Baptism.

This weekend’s flowers
James & Annette Lawler
64th Wedding Anniversary
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by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager
While opening parish checking accounts at a new bank I was asked
to explain the various checking accounts and the activity those
accounts would generate. After describing the Blessed Trinity St.
Vincent de Paul account, I explained that the St. Vincent members
would be in to open their own account because their money was
handled outside of the church oversight. Although their income
comes from our parishioners, the parish doesn’t control any of that
money. It is deposited straight into the St. Vincent checking
account. St. Vincent de Paul has a tax exempt standing through the
St. Vincent de Paul District Council and abide by their policies.
Blessed Trinity parishioners volunteer to work in this specialized
ministry. They have elected officers who carry the responsibility
for accountability. They are, in all honesty, Parish Heroes!
The following information was provided by members of St.
Vincent:

This parish is very generous with donations of food and money to
St. Vincent de Paul. Look for future requests in the bulletin for
your support to help them with holiday assistance.
The members asked me to convey to you that they would like to
invite new members to come and enjoy this heartwarming
ministry. No one works alone. They meet together on the third
Thursday of each month. The meetings help to develop the
spiritual component of their ministry. They share with each other
the good news of reaching others with Christ love through meeting
the basic needs of our neighbors. Call the parish if you are
interested or curious. We will put you in touch with the members.

Donations 7/15/18
Offertory Collection
Building Fund
APA 2018
Gift shop

$4,827
$22
$330
$134

TOTAL:

$5,313

Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org and click
the online giving button.

Blessed Trinity
2018 APA
100% Goal:
$101,181
90%
$46,208
80% Paid:
70% Balance Due: $54,973
60%
50% % to Goal: 45.67%
40%
# of Pledges:
30%
210 out of 681
20%
Families
10%

Society of St. Vincent de Paul
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul, a Catholic lay organization inspired by Gospel values, leads women and men
to join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to those who are needy and suffering in
the tradition of its founder, Blessed Frédéric Ozanam, and patron, St. Vincent de Paul.
As a reflection of the whole family of God, members, who are known as Vincentians, are drawn from every ethnic and cultural background, age group, and economic level. Vincentians are united in an international society
of charity by their spirit of poverty, humility and sharing, which is nourished by prayer and reflection, mutually
supportive gatherings and adherence to a basic Rule.
Organized locally, Vincentians witness God's love by embracing all works of charity and justice. The Society
collaborates with other people of good will in relieving need and addressing its causes, making no distinction in
those served because, in them, Vincentians see the face of Christ.
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.
Mon.
Sat.

7/22
7/23
7/28
7/28

7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFC
9:00 a.m. - Altar Circle
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Are you tired of seeing the same
faces reading, distributing
communion, and serving Mass
each and every week? Is God
calling you to participate more
fully in the Eucharistic
Sacrifice??
Eucharistic Ministers, lectors, servers and ushers are needed
for EVERY Weekend Mass! Eucharistic Ministers to the sick and
homebound are also needed to bring communion to our infirm
and shut-ins on Sundays. If you would like to get more
involved, please call Aimée Holley at: 727‐687‐2829.
The Ladies of
Mercy will be
collecting baby
clothes for
Catholic charities
for those who
decided not to abort their babies. We are looking for items for
newborns: boys and girls diapers, little outfits, undershirts, and any
others items you think will be appropriate. We have many other
groups we are collecting for including:
The Free Clinic - we need items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes,
combs, hair brushes, shampoo, hand creams, body soap,
conditioners, etc.
The Native Americans up north – they are asking for coupons for
diapers, blankets, etc.
Our Veterans – they are asking for religious reading materials, large
print puzzles, crossword puzzles, etc.
We are constantly adding new projects to our list. Love never stops
thinking of different ways to show our love for our brothers and
sisters. We have also sent money to Africa for the babies dying from
lack of food.
We are now sponsoring The 33 Days to Morning Glory retreat. We
have one lady who has completed the retreat and two who are
currently working on it. You can choose to complete it with me any
day we can get together, or we can meet once or twice a month. The
book is very open to whatever schedule works for you. There may
be a time you would want to meet and discuss something you
read. While the book is being paid for by The Ladies of Mercy, a
donation would be appreciated.

ALPHA House of Pinellas County,
Inc., a residential program
supporting homeless pregnant
women, teens and new mothers
experiencing crisis pregnancies,
located at 701 Fifth Ave. North, St.
Petersburg presents their Butterfly
Ball on Saturday, September 29th,
2018, at The Vinoy Renaissance, 501
5th Ave. NE, St. Petersburg, FL 33701
from 6:00 pm until 11:00 pm. The
theme this year is “Papillon Á Paris”.
This event is black tie attire and will
include silent and live auction, a
cocktail reception, dinner,
entertainment and dancing. The
band will be NoFilter, playing the
chart topping hits of today as well as
classics from the 70’s, 80’s and 90’s.
We will be recognizing the
Significant Six. This program
identifies six individuals in our
community who use their skills,
efforts, talents, contributions,
kindness, willingness and ability to
help others unselfishly. These
individuals have made a significant
impact on the world or the small
corner of it that we share.
Please support ALPHA’s Butterfly Ball
with the donation of auction items
or sponsorship. Individual tickets are
$150.00. Please visit our website
www.alphahousepinellas.org to view
sponsorship opportunities.

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Anonymous
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beckman, Fred
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeCaires, Brian
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck &
Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Horne, Francesca

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McManus, Elly

Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl &
Evan
Naylor, Elizabeth
Neumann, Janet
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
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Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
Sr. Jean
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &
Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

