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At a time when every week seems to present a new (and often devastating) development, derailing our plans and 
leaving many of us feeling overwhelmed and out of control, it helps to realize that few of the saints have lived 
predictable, peaceful, untroubled lives. In fact, many had phases where they, too, felt that their lives were 
completely out of control. For some, it was a season to persevere through; for others, it was the occasion of their 
holiness. As we seek to trust God, may the witness of these Saints reassure us that God can work this, too, for good 
(cf Romans 8:28). 

Sts. Eustace and Theopista (d. 118) were a Roman couple who converted along with their two sons (Sts. Agapius 
and Theopistus). While the family was traveling to Jerusalem, Theopista was abducted. When Eustace left one 
child on shore to carry the other across a river, he saw a lion drag one child away and a wolf take the other. Discon-
solate, Eustace eventually returned to the army. One day, two of his soldiers began to talk and realized they were 
brothers. A woman overheard and discovered that she was their mother. When she told the commander, she rec-
ognized her husband and the whole family was reunited. But when they returned in triumph from a war Eustace 
had won, the emperor demanded that they offer sacrifice to a pagan god and the family was martyred together. 

St. Lorenzo Ruiz (1594-1637) lived an ordinary life as a calligrapher in Manila. But when he was accused of mur-

Saints to turn to when life is out of  
control — because their lives were too! 

Actually, there aren’t many saints who have had predictable and untroubled 
lives. These holy men and women certainly didn’t. 
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der, Lorenzo knew that his innocence didn’t matter; as a Filipino-
Chinese man, he would always lose against the word of a Span-
iard. He decided to flee, boarding a ship he thought was bound for Chi-
nese Macao. But the ship went to Okinawa instead, where Lorenzo and 
his Dominican companions were arrested almost immediately. Though he 
hadn’t planned to be a martyr (or even a missionary), Lorenzo was ulti-
mately able to accept the disastrous change of plans thrust upon him. He 
was martyred, saying, “Even if I had a thousand lives, I would offer 
them all to God.” 

Venerable Cornelia Connelly (1809-1879) was married to an Episcopal 
priest when the two decided to convert to Catholicism. Not long after the 
couple’s infant daughter and toddler son died, Pierce announced that he 
would be separating from his pregnant wife to pursue ordination. Feeling 
she had no choice, Cornelia took a vow of chastity, sending their children 
to boarding school. She later founded a religious order and sought joy 
in the midst of her very broken life. Then Pierce reappeared and de-
manded that she return to him. When Cornelia refused, he sued her for 
conjugal rights; after losing on appeal, Pierce kidnapped Cornelia’s chil-
dren and turned them against her and the Church. She was ultimately rec-
onciled with only one. Asked once why she wasn’t miserable, Cornelia 
replied with a smile, “Ah, my child, the tears are always running 
down the back of my nose.” Cornelia grieved her suffering deeply but 
chose to live in the joy of the risen Christ. 

St. Mariam Baouardy (1846-1878) was the 13th child born to her Pales-
tinian parents and the first to survive. Orphaned at two, Mariam later 
moved to Egypt with her guardians, an uncle and his wife. She was be-
trothed at 13, but when she explained her call to religious life her un-
cle beat her severely. When she sought help, the messenger she em-
ployed attempted to seduce her and coerce her to convert to Islam, cutting 
her throat and throwing her in an alley when she refused. Mariam was 
miraculously cared for by a mysterious “nun dressed in 
blue,” worked as a domestic servant, was inexplicably blind for 40 days, 
entered a religious community, received the stigmata, was kicked out of 
that community, entered a Carmel in India, founded a Carmel in Bethle-
hem, had a mystical vision that identified the site of Emmaus, and died—
all before turning 33. 

Bl. Paul Thoj Xyooj (1941-1960, pronounced Tao Shiong) was a Hmong 
convert, a former seminarian, and a tremendously successful missionary 
to a Hmong village in Laos when the religious in charge of the mission 
became suspicious of this teenaged boy who was making so many con-
verts. Certain that he must be watering down the faith or engaging in un-
toward behavior, they pulled him from the mission field, forbidding him 
even from contacting the young woman he had hoped to propose to. Back 
at home, he felt lost; he had been betrayed by leaders of the Church 
he had given his life to and wasn’t sure that he could continue to 
work as a catechist. Perhaps he would get a job as a police officer, the 
better to support the family he hoped to start if he could ever find another 
woman he wanted to marry. In the midst of this frustration, betrayal, and 
uncertainty came an invitation from Bl. Mario Borzaga to join him on 
another mission. Xyooj went and was killed by communist insurgents 
when he refused to abandon Fr. Borzaga.  

Reprinted with permission from aleteia.org  

http://btsp.org/


ARE YOU NEW? What to 
Expect at Blessed Trinity 

 
Welcoming: Our parishioners 
love meeting new people and 
sharing their lives with others. 
You’ll also be greeted by some 
of the most welcoming people 
you’ve ever met at a Church - 
and we’re not just talking about 
the Hospitality team. 
 
Family Focused: If you have 
children, they are ALWAYS 
welcome to celebrate Mass with 
the community! Our Family 
Faith Formation program in-
vites the whole family to partic-
ipate in learning about the faith. 
 
Dynamic Worship: Through-
out the Mass, you’ll be encour-
aged and invigorated by the 
community’s full, conscious, 
and active participation in the 
Liturgy. Our Community loves 
to SING! From traditional 
hymns to contemporary worship 
music, the word of God is pro-
claimed in a dynamic fashion. 
The homilies are geared to-
wards challenging our parish-
ioners to become better Chris-
tians. 
 
A Church Unlike Any Other: 
There’s so much more to talk 
about! Our Parish is a wonder-
ful, dynamic community and we 
welcome you to celebrate litur-
gy with us this weekend!  
It doesn’t matter if this is your 
first time, 50th time, or first time 
in 50 years - know that you al-
ways have a place to worship, 
and a community to belong to at 
Blessed Trinity Catholic 
Church.  
 
 

To learn more, visit 
WWW.BTSP.ORG 
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“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by: 
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor 
727-867-3663 
pastor@btsp.org 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

Eileen and Bill Plasse will Retire on July 31 
 

Eileen and Bill Plasse will officially retire on July 31, after 6 years 
of faithful service to Blessed Trinity.  Eileen has been the business 
manager during her tenure at Blessed Trinity, her husband Bill 
worked in our Maintenance Department. 
 
I first met Eileen back in 2008, when Bishop Robert N. Lynch ap-
pointed me a temporary administrator for Most Holy Name of Je-
sus Parish so that the pastor who was ill could recuperate in his 
native Poland for several months. 
 
I recognized then that Eileen possessed many fine organizational 
skills, and was one of the most qualified Business Managers in the 
Diocese.  She had an excellent grasp of what was required by the 
Diocese and followed to the letter the policies and procedures re-
quired of all parishes.  I was so pleased when she agreed to join 
me at Blessed Trinity.  She met the challenges that we were facing 
and we are in a better place today because of her service. 
 
Bill and Greg McMahon have worked together to keep our 
grounds and facilities in excellent condition.  Over the years we 
have had a lot of  infrastructure projects to address and Bill and 
Greg have been called upon to take care of them.  It is a lot of 
work for two people one part time, and one full time to take care 
of our facilities.  I extend my appreciation for their dedicated ser-
vice. 
 
We wish Bill and Eileen all the best as they begin their retirement.  
This moment for them is a time of reflection: a time to enjoy the 
fruits of their hard work and the success they have earned.  From a 
grateful parish we wish them well and thank them for their ser-
vice.  They will receive the Trinity Medal of Honor for their dedi-
cated service to our parish once we return to normal schedule and 
activities. 
 
I will formally announce Eileen’s replacement in next week’s Bul-
letin. 
 
Kind personal regards,  Fr. Wayne C. Genereux  



Mass Intentions  
 
Saturday, July 25, Feast of Saint James, Apostle 
4:00 p.m.  Comeau & LaRosa Families (Liv & Dec) 
 
 

Sunday, July 26, Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Cynthia Lewis (Liv) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   James Kustka (Dec) 
 
 

Monday, July 27 
8:00 a.m.   Harriet Schuessler (Dec) 
 
 

Tuesday, July 28 
8:00 a.m.   A. Frederick Susi (Dec) 
 
 

Wednesday, July 29, Memorial of Saint Martha 
8:00 a.m.  For Vocations 
 
 

Thursday, July 30, Saint Peter Chrysologus, Bishop and Doctor  
 of the Church 
8:00 a.m.   Robert B. Murray (Dec) 
 
 

Friday, July 31, Memorial of Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest 
8:00 a.m.   Romar Murray (Dec) 
 
 

Saturday, August 1, Memorial of Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop  
 and Doctor of the Church 
8:00 a.m.  Carole & Walter Huff 61 Wedding Anniversary 
4:00 p.m.  James Lawler (Dec) 
 
 

Sunday, August 2, Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Ann Varville (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  For Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   William Kennedy (Dec) 

Are You Looking to  
Receive One of the  

Seven Sacraments With Us? 
 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prep-
aration before  marriage. Please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for an 
appointment before setting a date. 
  

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the Baptism 
of your child! We ask that you 
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne 
Genereux, at the Parish Office for 
information regarding the Pre-
Baptism Class before scheduling 
a Baptism.  
 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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The church is open for our 
regular schedule of Masses.  
Recognizing that many will 
still be unable to attend Mass 
we will continue to record 
the Mass and upload it to the 
website. To view the Mass go 
to our website: btsp.org and 
click on the red words to start 
the video. The recorded Mass 
is from the Saturday vigil. 
 
We are very grateful to Brent 
Beauchamp who has been 
volunteering his services to 
record the Mass each week. 
Thank you Brent for your 
continued support. 

Saints Anne & Joachim, parents of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, are pow-
erful intercessors for all married 
couples, expectant mothers, and 
married couples who have difficul-
ty conceiving, as well as all who 
are aging.  

http://btsp.org/
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“M   ney Matters” 
by Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager  

Offertory Report 
 
Offertory in collection 
   $3,354 
Offertory in mail 
   $1,119 
Building Fund  
        $45 
Gift Shop 
      $134 
Total 
   $4,652 
 

Thank you for your  
generosity! 

Discover all the best 
Catholic content in one 
place.  
Entertaining movies, en-
lightening programs, in-
spiring talks and audio 
dramas, and a great selec-
tion of popular e-books—
all just a click away!  
It’s free, it’s Catholic, 
and it’s our gift to you! 
formed.org TJQ622 
access code 

 The word is out, I am retiring.  After 27 consecutive years 
of working in three parishes, within the Diocese of St. Peters-
burg, I am letting go. I say letting go because my work at the 
parishes has been such a part of my life that I have a felt like a 
mother hen watching over its chicks (church). I went through 
letting go of each of my three children as they headed out on 
their own journey. It was painful and yet fulfilling.   
 
 I let Fr. Wayne know a year ago that this was my 
plan.  He understood my decision to retire because of health is-
sues. Not many people knew about my leaving because I didn’t 
want any attention over it.  The year gave us time to find the per-
fect replacement.  Fr. Wayne will tell you about that person next 
week.  My husband Bill will also retire on July 31st.  He has 
been a part time maintenance worker at Blessed Trinity.   
 
 My experience at Blessed Trinity has been wonderful be-
cause of the beautiful people I got to know.  The dedicated and 
loving staff are like family, the money counters, the volunteers, 
the ministry leaders, and all the people who make up the parish 
have made my time here interesting, definitely healing, and at 
times challenging, but certainly meaningful.  Fr. Wayne has 
been more than good to me.  He has been kind, caring, under-
standing, and supporting with his encouragement and friendship, 
and so much more. 
 
 When I have told people that I am retiring many ask what 
I will do.  Bill and I operate an Airbnb out of the in-law suite we 
had added on for Bill’s parents, who have since passed away. 
Running a Bed and Breakfast was always our plan for our retire-
ment years but with Airbnb we actually got it going four years 
ahead of schedule. We love hosting and getting to know people 
from all over the globe.  Speaking of guests from around the 
globe I will continue in my role as the agent for the German stu-
dent program that is hosted right here at Blessed Trinity each 
summer. My additional retirement plan includes finishing a book 
I began years ago that addresses finding God’s will.  Writing has 
always been in my DNA.  Writing about spiritual growth and 
experiences is my focus.  
 
 I want to say how very grateful I am for the role you have 
filled in my life.  Thank you so very much for your support. 
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Prayer for Protection from 
Hurricanes 

 
God, Our Father, Creator and  

Lord of the universe,  
you have set the earth on its  

foundation and  
all the elements of nature obey  

your command.  
We humbly beseech you to  

keep us safe from all dangers and  
calm the storm that threatens us. 

May we be secure in your  
loving protection  

and serve you always  
with grateful hearts.  

 
We ask this through  

our Lord Jesus Christ,  
your Son, who lives  
and reigns with You  
and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, forever and ever.  
 

Amen. 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
  
I am happy to present three young men who will be ordained to the 
Priesthood for the Diocese of St. Petersburg on August 15, the Feast of 
the Assumption at 11:00 a.m. at the Cathedral of St. Jude.  The Mass 
this year will not be open to the public, you can still watch the 
Livestream on www.dosp.org. Please keep them in your prayers. 
 
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux 

Deacons Joshua Bertrand, Connor Penn and Drew Woodke  

Memorial of Saint Martha 

Feast Day – July 29 

Martha and her siblings, Mary and Lazarus, are Je-
sus’ friends in Bethany. In Luke 10:38-42, while 
Mary sits at Jesus’ feet, Martha is busy serving. 
When she complains to Jesus, he says: “Martha, 
Martha, you are anxious and worried about many 
things. … Mary has chosen the better part and it 
will not be taken from her.” Just before Jesus raises 
Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1-44), Martha con-
fesses: “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you 
are the Messiah, the Son of God.” She is the patron 
of cooks and servers. 



Adkins, Chantale 
Albertson, Michelle  
Antczak, Harriet 
Arnold, Barbara 
Attard, Stephanie 
Banks, Cathy  
Barry, Marian 
Beekman, Connie 
Bennett, Elizabeth 
Blondheim, Carmen 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Brown, Buck 
Brown, Dorothy 
Brown III, George 
Brown, Shaquita 
Browning, Rea 
Bruce, Phil 
Buckwald, Diane 
Carfora, Palma 
Cavalieri, Lois 
Ceci, Shirley 
Chavez, John 
Chris, David 
Christ, Kathryn  
Cline, Wayne  
Cohn, Joan 
Congiu, Rita 
Coston, Stephen 

Dawson, Anthony Peter 
Deacon Lionel Roberts 
DeLucca, Rosemary 
Detore, Alice 
Deuel, Fred 
Devyn & Donna 
DeZarn, Vickie 
Doiron, Gary 
Feehan, Joe 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferero, Antoinette 
Fiedler, Meghan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Forbes, Rahim 
Forbes, Tina May 
Fr. Jim Klima 
Fraser, Sue Chapman 
Freda, Eileen  
Garcia, Jose M. 
Gaskin, Douglas 
Genereux, Carol 
Graeme, Mary 
Gregg, Joan 
Griffin, Lynda Butler 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hamilton, Tom 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  

Heylan, Edward H. 
Hepp, Loren 
Hildebrand, Bud 
Huff, Walt & Carole 
Iglesias, Olivia 
Infant Ursa 
Kantowicz, Jan  
Keithly, Claire  
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie 
King, Ada  
Kleinberger, Donovan 
Kline, Irene 
Kline, Wayne and Judy 
Krieger, Mary 
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Annette 
Lawrence, Sandy 
Leath, Bill  
Lee, Donald 
LeVan, George 
Lindsay, Jane  
Lowery, Judith 
Lucas, Laura  
Lyons, Laura 
Mack, Jackson  
Maharne, Cecile 
Mahoney, Colleen 

Maitland, Steve 
Mark, Jacqueline 
Marois, Mary 
McGarry, Jean 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Merchant, Geraldine 
Merchant, Rhoda 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Meyer, Patricia 
Monahan, Sheila 
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan 
Neumann, Janet 
Nicholson, Maria 
Noguez, Armida 
Nuñez, Marleny 
Oliphant, Brian 
Pezzulo, Irene  
Phillips, James 
Pope, Stoney 
Privitera, Sandy  
Ray, Terry 
Reardon, Kevin  
Reardon, Kara  
Reed, Edward, Jr. 
Rivera, Joel 
Reyes, Nila  
Robinson, Agnes 
Romani, Angelo &  

Marlene 
Rosa, Joe & Nina 
Rudy, Fr. Richard 
Sanders, Kimberly 
Sanders, Marilyn 
Schaefer, Jake 
Schneider, Mary Jo 
Sclafani, Francesco 
Seaquist, Tim 
Sharp, Jennett  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Sheridan, Samantha  
Simpson, Rose 
Smith, Anita 
St. Pierre, Rick 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Storey, Barbara 
Thompson, Bill 
Thompson, Susan 
Thore, Isabelle  
Thuline, James 
Vishnisky, Wayne 
Watson, Doug &  Claire 
Whalen, Dorothy 
Wood, Jena 
Youngman, Ruth 
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