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Catholic Church

Which has fared better in the past five decades: The Church or the scientific world?

I have been thinking a lot about this because I was baptized on July 20, 1969 — the day Apollo 11 landed on
the moon. That Sunday, 50 years ago, Neil Armstrong took his first steps on Tranquility Base, while I took my
first breaths as a Christian in Tucson, Arizona.

Which event was more significant? It seems obvious. Truly, what Neil Armstrong did was “One small step for
a man, but one giant leap for mankind.” My baptism, by contrast, was “One small step for a man, and nothing
very special for mankind.” In fact, it can seem that on July 20, 1969, Armstrong stepped into the earth’s bright
new future, and I dipped into its washed-up past.

Review what has happened in the last 50 years in the scientific, technological world on the one hand, and the
Catholic world on the other.

Science experienced a new springtime. New technologies that serve mankind came fast, starting with the long
list of inventions NASA dreamed up just for Apollo 11: the CAT scanner, the computer microchip, cordless
tools, the ear thermometer, the smoke detector, freeze-dried food and the joy stick, to name just a few.

There followed five decades of amazing technological accomplishments. Pocket calculators were an unbelievable
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convenience, until they were superseded by personal computers which were superseded
by smart phones. Satellites amazed us by telling us what the weather would be tomorrow;
now they tell us to turn left in 300 feet. We went from floppy disks to USB flash drives
to the cloud; from the Walkman to AirPods; from the digital camera to the drone; from
renting Stand By Me on VHS to binge-watching Stranger Things on Netflix.

Meanwhile, it seems like the Church’s world diminished greatly after 1969.

Many priests and religious left ministry. Mass attendance fell in Europe and America.
Heinous crimes were committed that haunt the Church to this day. Religious dynamism
and innovation seemed to fade into the past as many theologians seemed more interested
in bending and blurring Catholic truths than in exploring and applying them.

Then again, we also can (and do) tell the story of the last 50 years in an entirely different
way. The past 50 years in the Church didn’t just see decline and abuse; they saw the rise
of all-time great saints. St. Teresa of Calcutta left behind the legacy of the spectacular
growth of her order, the Missionaries of Charity, but also a remarkable witness of love
despite a 50-year long “dark night of the soul.”

St. John Paul is called “the Great” for helping end the Cold War, revitalizing the Church’s
youth through World Youth Days, inspiring a new movement in higher education, and
giving new life to the Church’s teaching on sexuality.

The last 50 years saw a new age of martyrs, from the Uganda Holocaust of the 1970s to
the hundreds of Christians killed this spring. The Church has also been the biggest
worldwide service organization for the past 50 years.

Today, the world is becoming more religious, not less and the Catholic Church is growing
at a faster rate than the world’s population. A Pew Study released January 2019 shows
that actively religious people volunteer more, vote more, smoke and drink less and are
more likely to say they are “very happy.” Meanwhile, despite the technological and
medical advances science has brought us, the secular world is more stressed, more
anxious, less happy, and more prone to suicide than ever before. It’s as if, when we
brought the new scientific age back from the moon, we also brought back what Michael
Collins saw there: “Magnificent desolation.”

So, maybe I can reassess those two events of July 20, 1969.

To make it possible for Neil Armstrong to do what he did involved a team of genius-level
scientists doing complicated calculations, creating dozens of new technologies. But my
baptism was also made possible by genius-level Christians, from St. Paul to St. Thérèse.
It didn’t take dozens of new technologies to get me baptized — it took much more: the
creation of Western Civilization, the evangelization of the New World right down to my
Mexican mother, and the diocesan system of parishes and schools extending the
sacraments across America to Tucson.

The moon walk required astronauts who reached heroic levels of bravery. But so did my
baptism — generations of missionaries and martyrs willing to give up everything,
including their lives.

And while the memory of Neil Armstrong’s feat will last as long as the world does, the
memory of my baptism will outlast the world, in eternity. Baptism transformed me into
a child of light, moved me from the family of Adam into the family of God, and opened
up channels of grace that, if I let it, will transform me. So, I salute what happened on the
moon on July 20, 1969. But I’m more grateful for what happened 239,000 miles below,
at Sacred Heart Parish in Tucson.



ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at BT

Welcoming
Our parishioners love meeting new
people and sharing their lives with
others. You’ll also be greeted by some
of the most welcoming people you’ve
ever met at a Church - and we’re not
just talking about the Hospitality team.

Family Focused
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate Mass
with the community! Our Family Faith
Formation program invites the whole
family to participate in learning about
the faith.

Dynamic Worship
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by the
community’s full, conscious, and active
participation in the Liturgy. Our
Community loves to SING!From
traditional hymns to contemporary
worship music, the word of God is
proclaimed in a dynamic fashion. The
homilies are geared towards
challenging our parishioners to become
better Christians.

A Church Unlike Any Other
There’s so much more to talk about!
Our Parish is a wonderful, dynamic
community and we welcome you to
celebrate liturgy with us this weekend!

It doesn’t matter if this is your first
time, 50th time, or first time in 50 years
- know that you always have a place to
worship, and a community to belong to
at Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.

To learn more, visit
WWW.BTSP.ORG

THOUGHTS WORTH
SHARING

By Rev. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by:
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
727-867-3663
pastor@btsp.org

Fr. Wayne will be returning August 1st.
Please keep him in your prayers while he

is on vacation.

Join your friends and fellow parishioners for a free movie!
Tuesday, July 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish Hall

Free Movie Night? Yes, Please!

GOSNELL
Ever wonder what goes on inside an abortion clinic? Watch the
true story of the trial and investigation into the 30 year career of

abortionist Dr. Kermit Gosnell and the attempted coverup.

Free popcorn!
This movie is NOT recommended for children.

This Weekend’s Flowers

Walter & Carol Huff
Happy 60�� Anniversar�



This Week In Worship
MASS

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child!
We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism. Office Hours

Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Are You Looking to Receive One of the Seven
Sacraments With Us?

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time
  Sat., July 27
     8:00 a.m.    Maureen Rocks  (dec)

4:00 p.m.    James Lawler   (dec)
  Sun., July 28 - 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m.   Joseph Abruzzo  (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.    Cliff & Carmen Jordan (dec)

  Mon., July 29 - Memorial of Saint Martha
8:00 a.m.    Robert B. Murray (dec)

  Tues., July 30
8:00 a.m.      Leonard Fron   (dec)

  Wed., July 31 - Mem. of St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
8:00 a.m.   Vocations

  Thurs., Aug. 1 - Memorial of St. Alphonsus Liguori,
   Bishop and Doctor of the Church

8:00 a.m.    Walter & Carole Huff (liv)
  Fri., Aug. 2

8:00 a.m.    James Lanahan  (dec)
  Sat., Aug. 3
     8:00 a.m.    Vincent Sclafani  (liv)

4:00 p.m.    Linda Mays    (dec)
    & Michael Comeau    (dec)

  Sun., Aug. 4 - 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m.   Yvonne Timony  (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.    James Crooke  (dec)

Project Rachel offers healing for MEN,
WOMEN, COUPLES, and

GRANDPARENTS who have been
involved in an abortion decision. There
is help to move toward reconciliation –
with yourself, your unborn child, your
family, your Church, and your God.
●Raphael’s Way One Day Retreat

Aug. 3, 2019 (Palm Harbor)
● A Son’s Journey One Day Retreat for MEN,

Sept. 7, 2019 (Tampa)
● Spanish Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend Retreat

Sept. 13-15, 2019 (Lutz)
Call Project Rachel- English/Spanish (813-924-

4173) for details or visit: projectrachel@ccdosp.org
www.rachelsvineyard.org

Post Abortion Healing: You are Not Alone

The Lashley family would like to
thank their family and friends who
were praying for them while they
were ill. We appreciate all the
prayers and may God bless you all

abundantly.

A Show of Gratitude

Magnificat of St. Petersburg, a Ministry to
Women, Invites you to their Prayer

Breakfast!
Saturday, August 24th

9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Cathedral of St. Jude
Parish Center

5815 5th Ave. N., St. Pete, FL 33710
Speaker: Barbara Cowne, BSN, RN, FCP

Join us for a morning of fellowship with women
throughout the Diocese, a hot breakfast, praise and worship
led by Catholic artist Francesca Ani, and recitation of the
Rosary. Then hear Barbara’s personal witness of how her
deepest wounds had slowly been healed, allowing her to
flourish and, in turn, dedicate her work to God as a nurse
and Fertility Care Practitioner at Foundation of Life
Pregnancy Centers - until her path took a sharp turn that
changed everything!
Mass to be held at 8:15 a.m. In the Chapel. Reservations
$16. Make checks payable to “Magnificat.” Please mail
your check to: Linda Barron 6069 2nd Ave. N., St. Pete,
FL 33710 Tickets on sale until August 19th. No tickets
sold at the door.

Your Invitation to a Prayer Breakfast



On the 16th of July I used all the money we had in the
checking account to pay the invoices that were piling up. With
the summer slump affecting our finances we are still obligated
to pay utilities, which on that day amounted to $7,324.86,
plus pay for services and supplies.  Just when I reached the
end of our money in the checking account a gentleman visits
my office and hands me a special donation of $6,000! I got
very excited. I wanted to call Fr. Wayne but knowing he was
on vacation I decided this gift to the parish will be a
wonderful surprise that awaits him.

The library converted to a rectory project is still on hold at
this time. The Fire Marshal has regulation protocols we need
to follow. New plans were submitted for his final approval.
The money for this project, if we ever get the go ahead, will
come from the sale of the parish owned house Fr. Wayne is
living in presently. With that sale we will also pay off the
roofing project and put the rest in savings. Savings has always
been what we turn to in the summer months to keep the lights
on and the water running.

This plan has been in the works for months. What started out
as a very simple remodel has turned into more problems than
solutions. We will keep you informed of changes as we
become aware of them. Grant us wisdom Lord.

Money Matters

“Money Matters” is written by:
Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager
727-867-3663
ETP@btsp.org

Donations 07/21/2019

Offertory Collection     $4,523
Flowers           $218
Special Donation      $6,000
Mailed in           $945
Rental         $2,650
Gift shop $78

TOTAL:           $14,414

Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and

click the online giving button.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $54,222
Paid: $33,163



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Every first
Friday of the month for
the near future, after the

8:00 a.m. Mass we will have Eucharistic
exposition, homily, meditation, and
benediction at 10:00 a.m. You might
want to pray for healing and for the
victims of the scandal. Invest one hour
with God, one on one.

Our next Adoration will be
on Friday, August 2nd.

Healing for Our
Suffering Church

Sun. 7/28 7:00 p.m. Men’s AA Room 4
Mon. 7/29 7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting FFR
Sat. 8/3 7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Room 4

Ongoing
Saturdays

9:00 - 11:00
a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care

 4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg,
33713

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
INTERCESSOR OF THE UNBORN

To help stop the anti-life push in the world the late Archbishop
Fulton J. Sheen encouraged the spiritual adoption of an unborn
child. This is done by praying that one particular but unknown

child’s life be spared abortion and be allowed to continue to live.
To help accomplish this, it was recommended, an individual say the

following daily prayer for a period of nine months.
“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you very much. I beg you to

spare the life of the unborn baby that I have spiritually
adopted who is in danger of abortion.”

The name I wish to give my baby is: ________
During your earthly life this spiritually adopted child of yours will
be known only to God but in the world to come it is hoped that you
will meet the souls your prayers saved and spend eternal happiness

with them.
Jesus may your peace and your love embrace the hearts, minds and souls of the
family, friends and loved ones who encourage this abortion and lead them all to

your sacred and eucharistic heart.

Please use this prayer card
to pray on behalf of the
unborn children. Feel free
to cut it out of the bulletin
and post it on your
refridgerator, bathroom
mirror, or anywhere that
will help you remember to
say a prayer for the most
innocent lives.

Prayer to Our
Lady of Guadalupe

The beginning of a new school year is just
around the corner!  Parents and guardians
have the primary responsibility for protecting
their children from all potential harm.

When choosing a nursery, daycare center, or
school, parents should inspect the building
and grounds to make sure there are no areas
where children play or work that are “off
limits” to parents.

Such facilities should have a policy that
welcomes parents to visit the center or school
without prior appointment.

For particular help you may call: Michael
Craig, Safe Environment Program Manager
at (727) 344-1611, ext. 5377.

Know Your Kids’ School

On Monday night July 29th, the
2+One band from Toledo, Ohio, will
be in concert at St. Justin Martyr
Parish Church, 10851 Ridge Road,
Seminole. Concert starts at 7:00 pm.

2+One is one of Christian music’s
rising bands with their new album
“Anchored in Faith” now being
played on radio stations throughout
the world. They have played
alongside well-known artists such as
Matt Maher, Casting Crowns, JJ
Weeks and Francesca Battistelli.
2+One is a unique band because their

energetic performances excite the crowd and include audience
involvement. The group is a youthful band and their performances
has inspired many people to grow in their faith. The evening is
free with a love offering to be taken to support youth ministries.

Know Your Kids’ School



Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus

Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iannello, Guy
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arasa, Nancy
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Carr, Elaine
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sclafani, Francesco

Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Tillema, Karen
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Zmuda, Ed




