
Have you ever had the experience of visiting a place for the first time—a parish in another town, perhaps—and
understood, without any doubt, that you were not part of that community?

When we’re in a new place or with a new group of people, even if we have shared values or beliefs, there are still a
myriad of things that can make us feel like outsiders. Did the parish have local devotions that no one explained, and
which left you wondering what to do?  I experienced this “outsider” feeling recently during a visit to another parish
when a woman asked me to move, tersely explaining that I was sitting in her seat. She certainly didn’t care that I was
a guest. Most of the rest of the church was empty. It can be painful and frustrating to feel like an outsider, especially
in those places where we should feel most welcome.

At best, we all want to belong, to have a sense of place—a home. The Apostles and the other disciples found a sense
of belonging in the company of Jesus, their teacher and friend. But, as with many groups or communities today, their
sense of belonging seems to have become twisted into something exclusive. And so, when we heard this past Sunday’s
Gospel passage about an exorcist from outside the group of Apostles who was casting out demons in the name of Jesus,
we get a sense of the indignation the Twelve felt: “We tried to prevent him because he does not follow us.”

Both the First Reading (Numbers 11:25-29) and the Gospel present accounts of those who want to be officially recognized
as leaders—insiders—reacting against perceived threats to their authority. In the First Reading, Moses gently corrects
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his assistant, Joshua, by assuring him that the teachings of Eldad and Medad do not
diminish Moses’ own authority in any way: “Are you jealous for my sake? Would
that all the people of the Lord were prophets! Would that the Lord might bestow
his spirit on them all!” Jesus responds in a similar way when he tells the Twelve
to let the man be: “Whoever is not against us is for us. Anyone who gives you a
cup of water to drink because you belong to Christ, amen, I say to you, will surely
not lose his reward.”

Today, perhaps more than ever before, we live by an “us” versus “them” mentality.
The news media and social media frenzy surrounding the Kavanaugh confirmation
hearings, ongoing debates around immigration and any number of moral issues,
and even the divisions we see within the Church are all good examples of how
aligned many have become to party lines and theological perspectives.

Our disdain of those who do not think as “we” do—whomever “we” may be—
reminds me of a teaching of the great Desert Father, St. Anthony: “A time is coming
when men will go mad, and when they see someone who is not mad, they will attack
him saying, ‘You are mad—you are not like us.’” Rather than recognize and
welcome diverse perspectives, experiences, and opinions, many of us dig in along
the trenches of ideology, political rhetoric, or our theological certainty, criticizing
and excluding those who “do not follow us.” And whether it is in broader society
or within the Church, many seem unwilling—even incapable—of creating spaces
of hospitality and dialogue.

In the Gospel, Jesus assures his followers that anyone who shows a kindness in his
name will not lose their reward, even if they are an “outsider.” Moses seemed to
lament the fact that more of the People of Israel were not living as prophets, leaving
the burden of leadership for only a select few. While not all are authorized to
prophesy or minister officially, all do have gifts and insights to be shared.

The challenge for us in these days is to try to come to an understanding that, in the
end, it isn’t our “belonging” or even our correctness that determines the quality of
our discipleship. Rather, it is our willingness to make the radical choice to share in
Jesus’ own mission of mercy, healing, and restoration. Our faithfulness isn’t
expressed in token gestures or in rigid orthodoxy, but in living according to the
mission and values of Jesus in ways that welcome individuals into the family of
the Church, creating a space for their unique contributions, as we mutually enrich
one another’s faith and work for the building up of God’s Kingdom here and now.

Words of Wisdom: “Unity is often confused with uniformity; with actions, feelings
and words which are all identical. This is not unity, it is conformity. It kills the life
of the Spirit; it kills the charisms which God has bestowed for the good of his
people. Unity is threatened whenever we try to turn others into our own image and
likeness. Unity is a gift, not something to be imposed by force or by decree …
Conflicts and disagreements in the Church are to be expected and, I would even
say, needed. They are a sign that the Church is alive and that the Spirit is still acting,
still enlivening her. Woe to those communities without a ‘yes’ and a ‘no’!”—Pope
Francis (September 20, 2015)
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“If we confess our sins, he
who is faithful and just will
forgive us our sins and
cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.”
1 John 1:9
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS:
There will be a blessing of Animals after the 8:00 a.m.
Mass on Saturday, October 13�� near the St. Francis
statue. His statue can be located on the small hill
between the Parish Hall and the Church.
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Sat., October 6
8:00 a.m. Srs. Of St. Francis Jubilarians (liv)
4:00 p.m.  George Brown  (dec)

Sun., October 7
 8:00 a.m.    Bill Maslar   (dec)

9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
          11:30 a.m.   Edward Cannon (dec)

Mon., October 8
       7:30 a.m.     Ray Raftery   (liv)

Tues., October 9
7:30 a.m.      Chris Roberts   (liv)

Wed., October 10
7:30 a.m.   Betha Zaweski (dec) & Vocations

Thurs., October 11
 7:30 a.m.     Lloyd Forteau   (dec)
Fri., October 12

7:30 a.m.  Julie Ann Knox Amaral (dec)
Sat., October 13
  8:00 a.m.   Students & Faculty of St. Gertrude (liv)

4:00 p.m.          James Lawler   (dec)
Sun., October 14
 8:00 a.m.     Nance Young   (dec)

9:30 a.m.     Blessed Trinity Parishioners
 11:30 a.m.    Edward Cannon  (dec)

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in
Florida requires at least six months preparation before

marriage. Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
with a parish priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed

Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We
ask that you please call the Parish Office for information

regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.

SACRAMENTS

ATTENTION PARISHIONERS:
This upcoming Sunday, October 14th we

will be celebrating the Canonization of St.
Paul VI and St. Oscar Romero at the 9:30

a.m. Mass.



Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and click

the online giving button.

by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager

Give to increase your love for the things of God.

“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.” (Matthew 6:21). A true thought provoking scripture. Some
people think it is the other way around: Wherever your heart is,
you will put your treasure. But, the Lord said wherever you put
your treasure, your heart will follow. That’s incentive to keep
giving (in all of life, not just the church!).

When my sons wanted to play football, suddenly I became
very interested in how the sport is played and what the calls mean.
I attended my first ever football game at St. Pete Catholic High
School and panicked when I saw that an ambulance waits on the
sidelines. My treasure was out there on the field and so my heart
followed. My investment in the sport for the sake of my sons drew
me closer to them. My husband and I went to every game. We
never counted the cost because we were thoroughly engaged and
enjoying our vested interest.

Can you say that about giving to the church? Engaged and
enjoying your faith interests? Ask yourself ‘where is your treasure
when it comes to the church?’ If your treasure is in Jesus then your
heart is in Jesus. Could your investment in Jesus draw you closer
to him? How do you and how can you put your treasure in him?
I never regretted my investment in my sons. They were my
treasure and my heart followed them. I should mention my
daughter’s interests were in Girl Scouting, so I became a Girl
Scout Leader.  There is so much in return when we give what we
have. No investment, no return.  Choose your treasure wisely.
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Goal: $101,181

Balance Due:
$49,567

Paid: $51,614

Blessed Trinity
2018 APA

% to Goal:   51.01%

Page 5

Donations 09/30/18

Offertory Collection       $4,983
Online Donations $560
TOTAL:                           $5,543

Mailed in Offertory Collection:  $2,580
Special Gift:         $10,000
Misc.  $1,037
TOTAL:          $13,617

GRAND TOTAL:        $19,160

St. Vincent de Paul         $323

This past Sunday, September 30th, the Faith Formation
community met to discuss and reflect on the scripture.
The theme this week was the story of the appearance
on the Road to Emmaus. While the disciples were
traveling after Jesus had died, they met a man on the road who had not yet heard what had
happened. As they walked the disciples spoke to him and eventually invited the man to
join them for a meal. Shortly after they discovered it was Jesus.
We traveled in our own way and visited the statue of St. Francis,
the statue of Mary and the child Jesus, the living water, then ended
our journey with a visit to the statue of Jesus and the little children.

Finally, using hula hoops we demonstrated how we must twist our minds and choose to
do the right things in life.
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This Week at Blessed Trinity

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Love your friends & family
each & every day…

…as if it’s your last
opportunity to do so

  Sun.   10/7  10:45 a.m. - Family Faith Formation - FFR
  7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4

 Mon.   10/8  7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
Tues.    10/9  9:30 a.m. - Scripture Meeting - FFR
Wed.   10/10  6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
Thurs.   10/11  10:30 a.m. - Consoling the Heart of Jesus

           Retreat - FFR
Sat.   10/13   8:30 a.m. - Blessing of the Animals near

  St. Francis statue between church and hall
  7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

In response to the clergy sexual abuse scandal, please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
Beginning October 5th, and every first Friday of the month for the
near future, after the 7:30 a.m. Mass we will have Eucharistic
exposition, meditation, and benediction from 8:00 a.m. - 11:45
a.m. You might want to pray for healing and for the victims of the
scandal. Invest one hour with God, one on one.

Knights of Columbus Council 15862

Sunday, Oct 14
9~11 a.m.

Parish Hall
Pancakes

Sausage Links/Patties
Fruit Cocktail/ Orange Juice
Coffee/Tea/Bottled Water

 The SVdP CARES Community Thrift Store is in need of volunteers!

The store at 180 34th Street N. in St. Petersburg is in need of volunteers
to help on Mondays and Tuesdays with processing donations, hanging
clothes, and sorting donations. The store also needs a few able
bodied people to assist with pick ups and deliveries!
Store hours are Mon-Fri 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. And
Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. For more information,
see our website at www.svdpsp.org or  call 727-328-2730.

Blessed Trinity St. Vincent de Paul  Society

ATTN: MARRIED COUPLES
You’ve got a Good Marriage, so why “Rock the Boat”? You’re coasting along pretty
well in these hectic times. But just remember, nobody coasts UPhill for very long.
Usually, if you’re coasting, you’re coasting DOWN hill.  So carve out the time you
so richly deserve for yourselves and attend a Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Weekend and experience the peace, romance and joy that God calls you to!  But
space IS limited, so apply early! For more information about taking a private time
away, check out flwc-wwme.org or call 813-270-7832. The next available WWME
weekend in Tampa will be at the Hilton Gardens Hotel in Oldsmar Oct. 12-14.

We have been able to donate rosaries to the newly released from prison. They were given to our
organization and the individuals felt very blessed to receive them. Please remember those less
fortunate than us. We are still collecting  personal hygiene articles

for men and women. Small items are easier for homeless to carry. Bishop Gregory Parkes
will be celebrating 9:30
A.M. Mass at Blessed
Trinity Church on
Epiphany Sunday. This
will be his first visit to the
parish.  A reception is
being planned in the Parish
Hall following the Mass.  I
am looking for
parishioners who with the
planning, decorating, and
presentation of the food for
this reception.  If you are
willing and able please
contact me, Eileen Plasse,
at the Parish Office at
727-867-3663.



McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lashley, Diana
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck &
Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Anonymous
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &
Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena
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