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Bishop’s homily at funeral of POW

Fr. Kapaun, home after 70 years
Kathleen N. Hattrup

The Lord has shown us his fatherly goodness in allowing Ka-
paun's earthly temple, his body, to be discovered and now to
be back with us in the land of his birth, Kansas.

For more than 70 years, the location of Fr. Emil Kapaun’s
remains was unknown. This Servant of God, who is also a
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient, died in May 1951,
as a prisoner of war. It was not until 2021 that his remains
were identified during the U.S. government’s ongoing Korean
War Disinterment Project. Fr. Kapaun, it was found, had been
resting in a Hawaiian military cemetery since the 1950s.

Kapaun was taken as a prisoner of war on November 2,
1950. He gave everything for his fellow POWs and the ac-
counts of his service and charity are now under examination
for his Cause of Canonization.

Here is the homily of Bishop Carl Kemme at his Funeral
Mass.

~ “Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is everlast-
ing.”

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, these words from the
107th psalm beautifully convey the sentiments that surround
the joyful purpose of our gathering today. As the psalmist
invites, we give thanks to God, who is good, for the blessing
of the identification and the return of the mortal remains of
Father Emil Joseph Kapaun as he is known by many here or
Father KaPAWN as he is known by others especially by his
military brothers who knew him and received his heroic and
saintly ministry in that Prisoner of War camp 70 years ago.
[Ed. note, the bishop makes reference to the common pronun-
ciation of the priest’s name in his home diocese, which has
over time shifted from the family pronunciation.]

The Lord has shown us his fatherly goodness in allowing his
earthly temple, his body, to be discovered and now to be back
with us in the land of his birth, Kansas.

In the name of the Diocese of Wichita, I wish to acknowledge
and thank the many who are with us today as honored guests
and dignitaries. First and foremost, Father Kapaun’s family,
his nieces and nephews and their families, who have demon-
strated such a familial devotion to their uncle. It was an honor
of immeasurable proportions for me and our diocesan delega-
tion to accompany Mr. Ray Kapaun and his wife Lee in Hon-
olulu to bring the mortal remains of Father Emil back to Kan-
sas. Thank you Ray for the profound privilege and experience
to share in the viewing of the remains that are now enshrined
in this beautiful casket. I shall never forget that moment for
as long as I live.

We thank the surviving fellow POWs, who I wish to mention
by name because of their importance to all of us. They are
Herbert Miller, Mike Dowe, Paul Roach, Robert McGreevy,
and Bailey Gillespie; please join me in thanking them for
making known to the world the heroic witness of their com-
rade in arms, their chaplain and friend, Father Kapaun. We
thank all in the armed forces, so many of whom are with us to
day from all branches and representing all ranks for your ser-
vice to our country. To my brother bishops, who have hon-
ored us with your presence, Archbishop Coakley of the Arch-
diocese of Oklahoma City, Bishop James Conley of the Dio-
cese of Lincoln, Bishop Shawn McKnight of the Diocese of
Jefferson City, thank you brothers for returning to your home
diocese to celebrate this moment of our diocesan life; we
welcome Bishop Richard Spencer of the Archdiocese of the
Military Services, Bishop Chad Zielinski of the Diocese of
Fairbanks, himself a former army chaplain and finally our
neighbor and friend to the North, Bishop Gerry Vincke of the
Diocese of Salina. We are grateful for the large turnout of
priests, especially visiting priests and chaplains. To leaders in
government on all levels, we thank you for your presence and
service to our communities. Finally, to all the faithful, young
and old, from near and far, representatives from all parts of
this local church and beyond, to all of you who are with us in
person and the many who are joining us by livestream, it is
nothing less than inspirational to see you in such great num-
bers as you come to pray for Father’s repose, to pay your re-
spects to this fallen soldier, this medal of honor recipient, to
this humble and saintly priest. Thank you one and all.

Six of my predecessors longed for and prayed for this day
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I consider it a singular but undeserved honor as the current bishop of Wichita to
lead us today in this Mass of Christian Burial. Six of my predecessors longed for
and prayed for this day, but perhaps none more so than Bishop Mark Carroll. It
was Bishop Carroll, who we are confident acted under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit and allowed Father Emil to return to active duty as a military Chaplain in
1948. It was Bishop Carroll who ministered to his family when word was re-
ceived of their son’s untimely demise. In the nearly monthly letters between Bish-
op Carroll and Father Kapaun, there is revealed a deep paternal and filial relation-
ship between a bishop and one of his priests. I found in those letters much to pon-
der and consider. Bishop Carroll no doubt prayed for his military priest son to
return safe and sound and to take up a long and fruitful priestly ministry here in
the Diocese, which he demonstrated himself capable of before and after his first
tour of duty. But such was not be to be. God’s goodness and everlasting love was
to be witnessed in different and mysterious ways in the life of this young priest
from Kansas.

No doubt, the Holy See and in particular the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints would want me to remember and to remind you that we are not here today
to beatify this man, for the work of the Church’s investigation toward canoniza-
tion must continue. No, we are here today to provide for him what was not pro-
vided for him 70 years ago, a Mass of Christian burial. And though we are all
praying for his intercession, we must nevertheless pray for his repose as we do for
all the dead. This is our Christian duty as we bring him to his new place of rest;
we are blessed to be able to offer this work of mercy for him today, for one who
lived the spiritual and corporal works of mercy in heroic ways.

As we perform this service of our faith, we can rightly reflect on how the de-
ceased conformed his life to Christ, both as priest and victim; in the case of Fa-
ther Kapaun, we have no little amount of material to consider. The words of to-
day’s Gospel I think rightly bring all of his life’s witness and service into focus:
“There is no greater love, Jesus said, than to lay down one’s life for one’s
friends.” Jesus modeled that love for us on the cross; he gave his life for us, his
friends, so that we might not perish but might have eternal life. Father Kapaun
imitated that love all throughout his ministry but it reached its fulfillment on May
23, 1951, the day of his personal calvary, in a dark and lonely place, giving all he
had for others. But that imitation of Christ began long before that appointed day;
it began not far from here almost 36 years before when Father’s earthly life began
and was lived in a quiet, almost hidden way, but in a way that attracted the atten-
tion of family, priests, parishioners and others. Something was special about
young Emil Joseph Kapaun. In so many ways, he was like his middle name name-
sake, Joseph, he was humble, obedient, virtuous, simple, and hardworking, as his
biographer, Father Arthur Tonne would write so well of him. He would exemplify
those same Joseph-like qualities all throughout his life. Could this be one of the
reasons why he was identified in the Year of St. Joseph?

Little wonder then that God looked deep into the prairie of Kansas, here in the
heartland of our nation, to place into a young unassuming man the desire to be-
come a priest. No one was surprised when he declared his desire to be a priest, for
he had been drawn at an early age to this way of life, this form of service, making
the trip almost daily down to the church, some three miles from their country
home to serve early morning Mass. In spite of feelings of unworthiness, he was
ordained a priest of Jesus Christ in 1940. Like all priests, he offered his life in
obedience to the bishop in whatever form of service he would be called to give,
but he heard in the quiet recesses of his heart a call within a call, the call to give
of himself as a chaplain in the armed forces. This request was granted by his bish-
op and he began then to offer that kind of loving and dedicated service for which
he is most known, a sacrificial and selfless love of others, especially his beloved
fellow soldiers, whom he regarded as brothers, even sons.

He was a missionary disciple of hope and
that hope indubitably kept many of those men alive.
Continued on page 6
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Twenty—eighth Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time

Wis 7:7-11 | Heb 4:12-13 | Mk 10:17-30 or 10:17-27

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

In the Old Testament, wealth was considered a sign of God’s favor. So
imagine the rich young man’s surprise when he approached Jesus, only
to find out that he would need to sell what he had and then give to

the poor in order to follow Jesus. His face fell and he walked away. His
demeanor highlights the fundamental error of equating what we have,

and what we do, with salvation - of relying on earthly things, rather
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than God, for our deepest comfort and security. In contrast, the Book of

X
.

Wisdom speaks of the richness and worth of divine wisdom over that
of any precious gem or gold. We understand that divine wisdom to be
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manifested in the person of Jesus Christ. Therefore, true wisdom means
having faith in Jesus rather than in our own efforts and whatever we
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might have earned in our lifetime. Otherwise, we are like a camel trying
to squeeze through the eye of a needle. Jesus truly offers us the only
way. | like to think that the young man came around eventually. After all,
as Jesus says, “all things are possible for God.” As we reflect, we can ask
Jesus what we need to “let go of” to turn our sights, our minds, and our
lives over to God, knowing that following his will is the surest path to the
Kingdom.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Just a few days ago, we celebrated the feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
The behavior of the rich young man in today’s Gospel - daring, enthu-
siastic, confident - brings the young Francis to mind. Born into wealth,
he relished his carefree lifestyle and sought to become a knight. His
dreams of glory, however, quickly became a nightmare as his com-
rades fell and he was imprisoned in a dank cell for a year. After his re-
lease, he fell seriously ill, and God spoke to him. Francis cast aside the
trappings of wealth, choosing instead to seek God’s will in all things.
His example invites us to pray about our priorities: What things or at-
titudes get in the way of our relationship with God and one another?
What is the Lord asking of us and how can we respond? How can we
give witness to our belief that all things are possible with God?

ACTION Perhaps try a “consumption fast” for the next couple of
weeks, purchasing only what you need - food and other necessities.
Use time and energy you may have spent shopping to deepen your
relationship with God and others by participating in Eucharistic adora-
tion, going to confession, visiting an elderly relative, or contacting an
old friend.
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This Week in Worship
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Are You Looking to
Receive One of the
Seven Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prep-
aration before marriage. Please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for an
appointment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism
of your child! We ask that you
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for
information regarding the pre-
baptism class before scheduling a
baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Website Mass

The church is open for our regular
schedule of Masses. Recognizing
that many will still be unable to
attend Mass we will continue to
record the Mass and upload it to
the website. To view the Mass go
to our website: btsp.org and click
on the red words to start the video.
The recorded Mass is from the
Saturday vigil.

We are very grateful to Brent
Beauchamp who has been volun-
teering his services to record the
Mass each week. Thank you Brent
for your continued support!
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 9, Saint Denis, Bishop, and Companions,
Martyrs; Saint John Leonardi, Priest

4:00 p.m. Ted Hoyle (dec)

Sunday, October 10, Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Robert Byno (dec)

9:30 a.m. For Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Jose Bispo (dec)

Monday, October 11, Saint John XXIII, Pope

8:00 a.m. Margarite Israelson (dec)
Tuesday, October 12, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Margaret Taylor (dec)

Wednesday, October 13, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. For Vocations

Thursday, October 14, Saint Callistus I, Pope and Martyr

8:00 a.m. Ben Wilson and Family (liv)

Friday, October 15, Memorial of Saint Teresa of Jesus, Virgin
and Doctor of the Church

8:00 a.m. Trudy Murray (dec)

Saturday, October 16, Saint Hedwig, Religious; Saint Margaret
Mary Alacoque, Virgin

8:00 a. m. Bro. Harry McGovern (dec)

4:00 p.m. Jim Lawler and Pat Sullivan (dec)

Sunday, October 17, Twenty-Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Charles Fegley Murray (dec)
9:30 am. For Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Jay Holser (dec)

FORMED It’s What to Watch

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place.
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio
dramas, and a great selection of popular e-books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you! formed.org TJQ622
access code

The Messiah

Lives Among us
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Offertory Totals

Thank You to Everyone Who
Donated to My Project

Thanks to you, I was able to pack
Lol and deliver 50 backpacks to the
# B Sheriff’s Department for children
| being displaced from their homes.

Thank you for your generosity!

- Mitchell Wilson

Annual Mission Appeal

Sr. Patricia Shirley OSF of the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, NY will
be here October 23 & 24, 2021 for our Annual Mission Appeal.

The Franciscan Sisters of Allegany were the first community of Ameri-
can Sisters to have foreign missions. They minister to those in need,
especially the underprivileged, the undernourished, the outcast, and the
victims of injustice and violence. Funds to support the missions where
our Sisters work and volunteer are solicited through the efforts of the
St. Elizabeth Mission Society.

As a congregation, we continue to respond to the overwhelming needs
of our brothers and sisters through education, health care, and social
ministries in Jamaica, Brazil, Bolivia and the States.

A DAYS FORLIFE

Pray to End Abortion

You are cordially invited to join with parishioners from parishes
throughout the Diocese, along with members of numerous Protestant
churches, during the 40 Days For Life Campaign peacefully praying to
end abortion in front of the abortion clinic-All Women's Health Center-
at 4131 Central Avenue here in St. Petersburg.

The campaign runs from September 22 thru October 31. Our parish's
next special day is Saturday, October 23. Please indicate the times that
you expect to attend by filling in the sign up sheets in the back of the
Church.

You are encouraged to bring a folding/beach chair for your comfort.

Please feel free to call for more information, Marilyn at 727-867-2390,
Cathy at 646-552-8015, or Lynn and Rich at 727-258-7406.
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Online Giving September 27-
October 3

Offertory $ 1,855
Building Fund $ 40
SVDP § 100
October 3, 2021

Offertory/Donation $ 5,762
Gift Shop § 134
SVDP § 140
Building Fund $ 591
Rent § 200
APA $ 15
Holy Days $ 40
Misc $§ 35

Thank you for
your generosity!

Calling All Musicians
and Singers

Choir rehearsals have started.

Adult Choir = Wed. 6:30pm
Bell Choir = Thurs 5:30pm
Contemporary Choir =Fri. 3:00pm

There is still time to join! N os
See Vincent at the organ \‘}WVV
after Mass, or simply N\AAAZ

show up to the ensemble
of your choice.

Questions? Contact Vincent, (727)
867-3663, ext. 309, or by emalil,
vijs@btsp.org.

We look forward to seeing you!


mailto:vjs@btsp.org
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Kidney Donor Hero Needed Blood Type “O”

Bert is the father of two teenagers and is in great need of a
kidney transplant. Regardless of where you live in the USA,
there are no costs to donate, all expenses are paid for the
donor and caregiver. The National Kidney Registry’s Donor
Shield Program offer comprehensive support and protection
for living kidney donors.

Please contact Bert Savage, recipient, at kidney-for-
bert@outlook.com, Barry Cousins, father-in-law, at 419-356
-9455, beousins@toast.net. Facebook or Google Kidney for
Bert Savage

Continued from page 2

The accounts of his service to his fellow soldiers and in the last months, his fellow POWs reveal so much of the man whose
body we honor today with Christian burial. His love was simple, effective, selfless and deep. I never tire of reading the ac-
counts of how in those last months, weeks, and days, he would go at night among the huts of wounded, sick and depressed
soldiers to do whatever he could to lift their spirits. He would lead them in prayer, tell a joke, sing a song, pick lice off their
bodies, boil water to give them a drink of clean water to ward off dysentery, give them some meager amounts of food he had
somehow managed to get, even by stealing, in short, to do whatever he could to bring light to those who entered into a dark-
ness few of us can imagine. He was a missionary disciple of hope and that hope indubitably kept many of those men alive.
And evidently, he did all of this day after day in an uncomplaining fashion, never begrudgingly, but happily, dare we say even
joyfully, fulfilling God’s word which we heard in the first and second reading, being tested like gold in the furnace by laying
down his life for his brothers, all the while bringing God’s love in simple and profound ways to those who were at risk of los-
ing all hope.

Brothers and Sisters, this is what was seen and heard; but think of all that was unseen and unheard, known only to God, of this
man Father Kapaun whom we are blessed to call God’s servant, an enduring testimony to the truth that there is no greater love
than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.

One of the more poignant and powerful moments for me personally in the past days happened while in Hawaii when by the
invitation of Ray and his wife Lee, we were able to join them in the very room where they would view the skeletal remains of
their uncle, Father Kapaun. At one point in that serene and solemn moment, Ray asked if we would like to actually touch his
remains. I was stunned by the invitation and after a moment expressed my deep desire to do so. They opened a sealed clear
bag that held Father’s skull and with dignity placed it on the table before us. As each of us reverently touched this relic of the
man whose remains we are honored to bury today, many thoughts began to enter my mind. The skull is the physical founda-
tion of so much of what makes us human, the face, the eyes, the ears, the mouth. As we were permitted to so gently touch this
part of Father, I found myself thinking of his face which we see so much in photos; his was a caring face, a face of quiet
strength, a face of character and steadfastness, a face of a friend, a brother, a comrade that brought calmness and consolation,
that instilled courage and confidence. His was the face those soldiers would never forget, I thought of his eyes, eyes that saw
human suffering in front of him, that saw past the dirt and grime, the lice and the disease, eyes that saw the person who needed
him in that very moment. Those who were so blessed to look into his eyes I am confident saw a reflection of Jesus, to whom
Father Emil had dedicated his life. I thought of his ears which heard the cries of the poor and lonely, the ears that listened to
the fears and concerns of the soldiers, that heard their sins and listened beyond the words of realities far deeper than human
senses can convey. And I thought of his lips and mouth that spoke words that lifted spirits and gave strength and courage, that
gave absolution and freedom. It was in those places too that Father was baptized on his forehead, anointed on the crown of his
head as priest, prophet and king, and ordained as a priest of Jesus Christ by the imposition of hands. From this center of who
Father Kapaun was, flowed the life of a baptized Christian, the ministry of a priest, and the dedicated service of a chaplain.

Dear Friends, allow me to bring my reflections on this day to a close by extending to you an invitation and it is simply this:
Come to his tomb. For us as Christians the tomb is a holy place, a place of pilgrimage and remembrance. We believe we have
prepared a dignified and worthy place for his burial in our beloved Cathedral. So, I invite you all to come, family, friends, fel-
low priests, members of the armed forces, the young and old, the powerful and the weak. Come, all of you often and regularly
to reflect on the extraordinary man whose mortal remains we will inter there today. To all who have been inspired by the min-
istry of his priestly life, we now have a place to be in the company of his mortal remains and to pray for his intercession, espe-
cially when for us life is dark and lonely and when we are hopeless and afraid. Come to his tomb often; pray there and sit there
in the stillness of the beauty that surrounds you and let God speak to you through the example and witness of our servant of
God, Father Emil Joseph Kapaun. And let us all continue to pray for his cause so that one day soon we will be able to call him
the saint we are confident he truly is. For this and for all the blessings we receive, let us give thanks to God who is good; his
love is everlasting.

Servant of God, Father Emil Kapaun, pray for us!
Reprinted with permission for www.altetia.org



Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Bento, Ron

Bestow, Shawn

Boss, Kristin

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck

Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Carfora, Palma

Cary, Joan

Chavez, John

Christ, Kathryn

Cline, Wayne

Comeau, Teresa
Dalence, Rene

Deacon Lionel Roberts
Detore, Alice

Deuel, Fred

Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary

Dow, Bob

Dutilly, Dennis

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Frazier, Nancy

Fr. Jim Klima

Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Gregg, Joan

Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Grondin, Gaetane
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Holley, Gerry

Huff, Walt & Carole
Irvin, John and Marsha
Kirkpatrick, Donna
Kirkpatrick, Susan
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Annette
Lawrence, Sandy
LeVan, George
Lyons, Laura
Mabharne, Cecile
Maitland, Steve
McAfee, Riley
McGarry, Jean
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Meyer, Patricia
Murdock, Cheryl
Murdock, Evan

Nicholson, Maria
Noguez, Armida
Oliphant, Brian
Parmigiani, Valerie
Phillips, James
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Privitera, Peter
Quinn, Timothy
Roberts, Amanda
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene

Schaefer, Jake
Schneider, Mary Jo
Scotlight, Kristin
Seaquist, Tim
Shannon, Tom Jr.
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Smith, Anita
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Susan E.
Thuline, James
Velez, Carmelita
Vishnisky, Wayne
Walsh, Thomas
Youngman, Kyle
Youngman, Ruthe
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Anointing of the Sick

To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.




