
The young father is on his knees in prayer to God,
beside his newborn son, cradled in the hospital
newborn nursery. This scene has captivated
thousands on the Internet from the moment it was
shared on Instagram (the second photo) by Victor
Calmon, the 33-year-old new father of little Ivan,
born in July.

The images were taken moments after the child
was born by a photographer with Jana Brasil
Photography, but they have made the emotion

last much longer now that they have been reposted all over the world on various media platforms.

When posting with the original photos of his firstborn son Ivan, Victor wrote:

“That moment when it hits you like a ton of bricks and your hands are shaking because you suddenly discover your
purpose and the reason you’re in this world. To God I say, ‘Thank you,’ to my wife I say, ‘ I love you,’ and to my
son I say, ‘Welcome!’”

Victor was interviewed by the magazine Crescer, where he shared that it was all quite spontaneous:
“I saw myself at the center of a complicated situation, you know, and everything was new to me, and incredible fear
came over me. Now, I wouldn’t be
worrying just about me anymore; I had
this new life to take care of. So I got over
my embarrassment and just knelt down
and talked to God. I asked him to help
me mature, to become a better man, a
good father, a good husband, and to
increase my desire to grow and work, so
that my child might not lack anything.”

The blessing of having a child is causing
Victor and his wife Luana to face head-
on the natural fears all young parents
have for the sake of their baby.

“Besides working, whenever I can, I help
my wife Luana to bathe Ivan and change
his diapers,” he says. “I don’t have time
for myself anymore. But I remember it’s
all worth it when I come home and I see
Ivan’s smile.” “An incredible fear came over me ... so I got over my

embarrassment and just knelt down and talked to God.”

Internet melts over image
of young father kneeling in
prayer by his newborn son
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Dear Friends in Christ,

In April of 2017, the Pastor’s Advisory Group at Blessed Trinity completed work on the parish vision for
the future. I gathered information from the results of Serving God’s People that was completed several years
ago, as well as recent opinion surveys from the parish. At the same time, our new Bishop was holding listening
sessions about the Diocese of St. Petersburg. After the listening sessions, the Bishop met with a select group
representing the people in the Diocese to discuss the results of these listening sessions, and came up with a
vision for the Diocese. Now that the Vision has been announced, the parish will now combine our Vision with
that of the Diocese. Bishop Parkes has asked all entities of the Diocese to study their respective institutions
and to further develop how we will all come together to do our part as a member of the Diocesan community.

As pastor of Blessed Trinity Catholic Church, my primary responsibility is to help you grow as Disciples
of Jesus and to equip you to go and make disciples of others. I am excited to share with you that our parish
has been selected to participate in a national pilot study run by Catholic Leadership Institute. This study
involves participating in a survey to identify how we are growing spiritually as individuals and the ways in
which our parish community supports that growth.

  In the 21st century, for almost every industry, whether a large corporation, nonprofit, or even a sports
team, data drives the measurement of performance and the planning of future success. While the Catholic
Church is not primarily an institution, nevertheless, such information can help serve and retain parishioners
along with the local community. Data can also aid parishes in their important efforts to evangelize.

Our parish has been selected to participate in a national study for the Catholic Church! Through
participation in this pilot, we hope to:
● Allow parishioners to reflect on their spiritual growth and discipleship
● Identify the ways in which the parish effectively supports that growth
● Look at opportunities to support that growth more in the future
● Create goals and action plans to achieve that growth

The data collection, analysis, and reporting will be handled by an independent third party, Measuring
Success.  A firm that has worked in the non-profit world for 10 years to develop tools to assist non-profits to
measure effectiveness. “Measuring Success” will conduct the survey itself and handle all of your survey
responses confidentially. Our parish will receive an aggregate report of the results and will not have access
to individual survey responses. The survey is strictly for the purpose of helping us understand what ministry
members are attracted to, and continue to grow in our community; data will not be used to assess staff
performance. We simply want to understand how ministry members assess their own spiritual growth. No one
in the diocese or on your parish staff - including the pastor - will have access to individual parishioner
responses.

Please help us by taking 10-15 minutes of your time to complete the survey by visiting
www.DiscipleMakerIndex.com - the link will also be sent to the primary email address on file for each
parishioner. If you do not receive an email, the link will be available on Blessed Trinity’s Facebook
page. You may also email BTKGallagher@gmail.com for the link. If you do not own a computer, a
paper copy of the survey will be available in either Spanish or English at the parish office.

When all of this is completed, we will present the final plan to the parish at the close of the 60th

Anniversary Year of the parish and present it to Bishop Parkes.

THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor



This Week In Worship

Sat., October 20
8:00 a.m.  Srs. Of Saint Francis Jubilarians (liv)
4:00 p.m.  Robert Bletzer  (dec)

Sun., October 21
 8:00 a.m.   Frank Gagliostro & Ellis Miller (dec)

9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
          11:30 a.m.   Angelo Ferrara (dec)

Mon., October 22
       7:30 a.m.     Leonard Moore Jr.  (dec)

Tues., October 23
7:30 a.m.      James Zagaria   (dec)

Wed., October 24
7:30 a.m.    Vocations

Thurs., October 25
 7:30 a.m.     John Jernigan   (dec)
Fri., October 26

7:30 a.m.   Lawrence Roberts  (liv)
Sat., October 27

8:00 a.m.  Nina Pine    (dec)
4:00 p.m.          Ted Doroski    (dec)

Sun., October 28
 8:00 a.m.     Nance Young   (dec)

9:30 a.m.     Blessed Trinity Parishioners
 11:30 a.m.    Robert Hagedorn  (dec)

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in
Florida requires at least six months preparation before

marriage. Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
with a parish priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed

Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We
ask that you please call the Parish Office for information

regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.

SACRAMENTS
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This weekend’s flowers
In Memory of
Angelo Ferrara

Please consider taking
part in RCIA!

●Have you been worshiping
with us, but never officially
took the step to become
Catholic?
●Have you been away from the
church and have now returned,

but want to know more?
● Have you been a Catholic all your life, but never

celebrated all of the  Sacraments of Initiation
(Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist)?

● Have you joined us from a different faith
community and would now like to find out more
about the Catholic Church?

● Are you seeking a deeper personal relationship
with Jesus but have never been baptized?

What is RCIA?
RCIA is the acronym for:  the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults. RCIA is a journey of faith and
conversion to answer the commission of Jesus to
“Go Make Disciples”.  RCIA is a practice of initiation
into the church.  RCIA brings you into a deeper
relationship with Jesus.  It is a period of formation
and conversion through prayer and reflection on
the Gospels. It is a sacramental journey to be fully
initiated into the Catholic faith.

Blessed Trinity will begin RCIA on Wednesday
night, October 17, at 6:30 in the Faith Formation
Room.  Deacon Bill, Deacon John, and Fr. Wayne
will assist in this faith journey.

Blessed Trinity Scripture Studies
presents a new series: “The People
of the Passion” beginning October
23rd through December 4th. The
group will meet Tuesday mornings
from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. in the
Faith Formation room. The books
are $12. For further information,
please call Barbara Townsend at
(727) 867-3605



by Kelly Gallagher
Admin. Assistant

With Eileen on vacation until the end of this week, I thought that I,
Kelly, your parish Admin. Assistant (and one of your cantors), might
try my hand at writing an article. I am by no means an author, but as
a singer, it is my job to tell stories - even when they are being sung!
While I have been singing for many years, I am new to the Catholic
faith. I celebrated my first Eucharist on Easter Sunday, 2017, and it
was a moment I’ll never forget. Now that is has been just over a year,
there are so many things I am still learning. While my experience with
RCIA was fulfilling and educational, I feel there are many cradle
Catholics who would benefit from a refresher course.
I still remember the one night in October three years ago when I heard
my mom’s voice over the receiver say very calmly “I have something
to share with you.” Bracing myself that it would be something serious,
I replied “Ok.”
“I’m converting to Catholicism,” she said. “That’s it?” I answered. I
thought this was going to be bad news! My family on both sides had
grown up Methodist, but we stopped practicing when I was in middle
school. My grandmother had been a church organist for a Methodist
church and one of my aunts was deeply involved in her church, but
no one in my family on either side was Catholic.
That conversation opened a new door in my life. A week later, my
friend (and your Music Director) Vincent asked me to sing with him
in the choir at his church - a Catholic church. So I did.
My first Mass was a blur. There was standing and sitting, prayers to
be recited, songs to be sung, and crosses to be signed. I was sweating
profusely - I was so nervous and had no idea what to expect!
However, when Mass had ended, Vince asked me what I thought. I
very shyly remarked that I really liked it. He asked me to come back
next week. And so I did. And I came back the week after that. And
the next week, too.
Those weeks led to months, and soon I found myself in the RCIA
program. It was there I learned what those miniature crosses made
over the forehead, lips, and heart were for. Why those bells were rung
during certain prayers, why we bow during part of the Creed, and why
you were supposed to bow or kneel with the right knee before you sit
in the pews. It all began to make sense.
Although I still like to describe my relationship with the faith as
“starry eyed and new,” there are some cradle Catholics who don’t
understand my newfound wonder.
Last month I was visiting my mom in Ohio and helping with her
Parish festival. While taking a breather from selling raffle tickets, I
ended up talking to an older woman working the next table over. She
voiced her opinion about the clergy scandal and how disgusted she
was. She told me she was considering leaving the church and was
dumbfounded when I told her I had just joined not that long ago.
“What those men did is horrible! They should be held accountable,
you know” she muttered as she crossed her legs and looked at me. “I

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $101,181

Balance Due:
$54,973

Paid: $52,824

# of Pledges:
 223 out of 685

Families

Blessed Trinity 2018 APA
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Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and click

the online giving button.
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Donations 10/14/18

Offertory Collection          $5,381
Building Fund                   $50
Gift Shop        $169

TOTAL:                         $5600

St. Vincent de Paul     $163

Mailed in Donations

Offertory Collection          $1,130
Building Fund                   $55
APA 2018                           $120
All Souls $100

TOTAL:                          $1405

St. Vincent de Paul:       $70

GRAND TOTAL:         $7005

don’t know how anybody could join the church after this happened.”
“I didn’t join the church to follow the priests,” I gently remarked, “I joined to follow Christ.”
The disciples were men, too. Men who made mistakes and had pasts, and Christ still forgave them. We’ve all been
wronged in our lives, and yet hanging on to the feeling of being wronged never benefit anyone. What good is it to
sit around and be upset and hurt all the time? Being angry and turning away from the church isn’t the answer. I
implore all of you to consider sitting in an RCIA meeting. Brush up on the facts of our faith and look for the light
of Christ in others. Who knows - you may even learn something new and walk away starry eyed yourself.

Thoughts of a
Neophyte
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This Week at Blessed Trinity
  Sun.  10/21  7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
 Mon.  10/22  7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR

Tues.  10/23  9:30 a.m. - Scripture Meeting - FFR
Wed.  10/24  6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
Sat.  10/27  10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. - Family Faith Fest
          Al Lopez Park, Tampa

7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA
Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS:
The Parish directories have arrived!

If you or your family was photographed,
your directory is available for pickup in

the Parish office.
Reminder: One directory per family

Office hours are Monday through Friday
9am - 12pm and 1pm - 4pm.

Ask for Kelly or Eileen

Dear parishioners,

I would like to extend my thanks to you,
the congregation of Blessed Trinity for
your continued active participation in the
music of the Mass.
The music ministry at Blessed Trinity is
seeking any and all musicians to help aid
the liturgy, from singers to
instrumentalists. I want to personally
invite anyone who would want to be a part
of the music for the 9:30 choir or 11:30
contemporary group.
We have exciting things happening at
Blessed Trinity. I encourage you to be a
part of the music. As music director, I say
to you all, my door is always open.
Please feel free to see me after any of the
Masses or join our rehearsals at 6:30 p.m.
On Wednesday evenings.

Thank you and God Bless,
Vincent Sclafani, Director of Music

On October 28th, we will have a Saint’s Ball.
Our Faith Formation families will wear
costumes for the 9:30 am mass with the
Saint’s Ball beginning after Mass in the

Parish Hall. All are welcome to share your
favorite Saint with our families and children.

Please support our families!

Headed by 40 Days For Life Update
As of last Monday, 101 babies’ lives have been confirmed saved;
and at least three abortion facilities in El Paso, Texas; Champaign,
Illinois; and here in Orlando have closed their doors. This was due
to people peacefully praying in front of their places of business.

Please join with those fellow Blessed Trinity Parishioners who
came out to pray in front of the abortion clinic during our first
sponsored day of October 1st, and sign up to pray together to save
the unborn during our next sponsored day of  Monday, October
29th. Sign up forms are located in the literature rack in the back
of Church, as well as in the Diaconia office.
If you have any questions, please call Rich or Lynn at 727-258-
7406, or email  rmaloney67@gmail.com.
Please continue to pray to Our Lady Of Guadalupe.

Virgin of Guadalupe, Patroness of unborn children, We
implore your intercession for every child at risk of abortion.
Help expectant parents to welcome from God the priceless
gift of their child’s life. Console parents who have lost that

gift through abortion, and lead them to forgiveness and
healing through the Divine Mercy of your Son. Teach us to

cherish and to care for family and friends until God calls
them home. Help us to never see others as burdens. Guide
our public officials to defend each and every human life

through just laws. Inspire us all to bring our faith into
public life, to speak for those who have no voice. We ask

this in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, who is Love and
Mercy itself, Amen.

CALLING ALL PYXES!
If you are in possession of a Blessed
Trinity Pyx, given to you by either Sr.
Jean or one of our priests, and are
bringing Communion home to a spouse,
loved one, or neighbor, please call
Aimée Holley at 727-687-2829 or call
the Parish Office.

Blessed Trinity Food Pantry
We are in need of canned fruits and
marinara sauce. Thank you for your
continued donations and God Bless

you all!



McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Shelley
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila

Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lashley, Diana
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary

Dawson, Anthony
Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck &
Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward  H.
Hildebrand, Bud

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Anonymous
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carr, John
Carfora, Palma
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Silveira, Alberta
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &
Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena
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