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These accounts show why Fr. McGivney
was so beloved in his lifetime

Fr. Patrick Briscoe, OP- published on 10/22/20

Now, the founder of the Knights of Columbus will be beatified.
His life reflected his two great loves.
“You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart,
with all your soul,
and with all your mind.
This is the greatest and the first commandment.
The second is like it:
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” –
Matt. 22:37-39
On November 10, 1884, Father McGivney delivered his farewell sermon to his beloved St.
Mary’s parish. Parishioners wept. “Never, it
seemed, was a congregation so affected by the parting address of a clergyman as the great audience
which filled St. Mary’s yesterday,” the New Haven Evening Register reported. “There was never a
more energetic or hardworking young priest stationed in New Haven than he.”
Why was Father McGivney so beloved? What made him such a remarkable parish priest? Undoubtedly,
it was because Father McGivney held fast to these two great commandments.
First, he loved the Lord, with all his heart. He was a man of prayer and he relished uniting others to
the Lord by means of the sacraments. This is the great and privileged work of a priest.
There’s a remarkable story about Father McGivney making a pastoral visit to a local prison. The words
of Jesus easily come to mind, “I was in prison and you visited me” (Matt. 25:36).
Father McGivney became especially fond of the 21-year-old James “Chip” Smith, who was sentenced
to death for murdering a police chief. The repentant offender benefited greatly from Father McGivney’s
presence and spiritual guidance. For his part, Smith was absolved of his sins and Father McGivney
even offered Holy Mass for him in prison.
Shortly after that Mass, the young priest’s grief was manifest. Smith comforted him, saying, “Father,
your saintly ministrations have enabled me to meet death without a tremor. Do not fear for me, I must
not break down now.” Father McGivney was present at the young man’s execution, praying for him
unceasingly with–a newspaper reporter attests–a face wet by tears.
By his ministrations, Father McGivney sought to bring this ailing soul peace. He built up the faith of
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Celebrating our Past to Awaken the Future

Dynamic Catholics
Courageously Living the Gospel for over 60 Years
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church is blessed in so many ways! We are a dynamic, loving parish
that accepts with great eagerness Christ's call to evangelization. We center our worship on the
Eucharistic Liturgy. It is sometimes useful for all of us to review just how far and in what directions our Parish Community and outreach potential can extend.
As we review our vision, we will also examine our past- accomplishments those that have led
us to the creation of new dreams and new possibilities for us here at Blessed Trinity.
The Pastor’s Advisory Group has completed our initial vision for our parish that started three
years ago. We will now incorporate Bishop Parkes vision of “Courageously Living the Gospel” for the entire Diocese. We will also need to review the post COVID-19 Church that will
require some new ways at looking at how we do ministry.
Our Liturgical Celebrations (the Source and Summit of Our Life) are in-fused with energy,
passion and prayerfulness. During our 60 Anniversary Mass of Thanksgiving this past January, our music ministry did a superb job. For the first time in about 20 years, the Bell Choir
was once again heard in our parish, and it was outstanding. Bishop Lynch told me after the
Mass. “You should be very proud of this Mass” and we want to be able to do more for our
Music Ministry. In addition, we want to strengthen some integral components of our parish
life. Many have suggested the possibility of appointing a Parochial Vicar to help in our Parish
community; we would like to offer more for our sick and the homebound, and a plan to update
the Church and its facilities. We need a comprehensive program for our seniors, and Baby
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Boomers. During the pandemic, I have already started working in this
program.
Others
have
suggested bringing our young families together, as well as our youth. This year we are combining our Faith Formation with St. Joseph’s Parish. This is an exciting opportunity for both
parishes. We are also in need of continuing Faith Formation for adults.
th

We will continue to provide quality speakers for our retreats and spiritual programs; and
broaden our community outreach by engaging with Lakewood High School and the families
that will occupy the new housing construction that is to open on 34 Street in just over a year
from now. We have an opportunity to increase our membership with some impressive numbers. We also need to maintain our current buildings and grounds to support our services.
th

With these initiatives and appointments, this will make our ministry and celebrations even
more powerful and beautiful and give us the outreach capability necessary to
Continued page 3
support Blessed Trinity’s Church family and our out- bound community.
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We are establishing a Trinity Group; this group will be responsible for the assessment and the exploration of all aspects
of our parish, including every department. There will be collaboration with our parishioners as we move forward and I
am happy to inform you that 23 parishioners are interested in
helping to form this most vital group. We will soon begin the
preparation that will complete this vision. Our Final Report
will be completed and ready on Pentecost Sunday 2021.
The letters I have received over the years are testimony that
we have touched the lives of the people we serve. Ministry is,
first of all, according to Henry J.M. Nouwen, “receiving
God’s blessing from those to whom we minister. What is this
blessing? It is a glimpse of the Face of God.”
We are in the process of celebrating our past to awaken the
future. It is a future bright with promise and an untouched opportunity for all of us. With new ideas, comes the responsibility of funding them, I encourage you to be a part of our increased offertory program. This is an exciting opportunity for
our parish.
You will be receiving details of the increased offertory program in the mail in the days ahead. Whatever your decision, I
ask for your prayers and assure you of mine on your behalf.
Thank you for all you do for Blessed Trinity Catholic Church.

“God asks a tithe back in thanksgiving for what he has done
for us. He asks us to give of our time, talent and treasure. As
God loves us, we love God. When God sees our response in
love, God gives us even more.
God cannot be outdone in generosity.”
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

Grateful

PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux
DEACONS
Deacon Bill Lovelace
Deacon Lionel Roberts,
Deacon Emeritus
PASTOR EMERITUS
Msgr. Anton Dechering
Retired
CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta
MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Masses
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM, 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM
Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org.
Confessions can be arranged with
Fr. Wayne. Call his private
number to make your
appointment, 727-401-0487.
PARISH OFFICE
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm
1600 54TH AVE S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33712
PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
WEB SITE
http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook

This Week in Worship
Are You Looking to
Receive One of the
Seven Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony

Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage. Please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for an
appointment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the Baptism
of your child! We ask that you
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for
information regarding the PreBaptism Class before scheduling
a Baptism.

Office Hours

Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Website Mass
The church is open for our
regular schedule of Masses.
Recognizing that many will
still be unable to attend Mass
we will continue to record
the Mass and upload it to the
website. To view the Mass go
to our website: btsp.org and
click on the red words to start
the video. The recorded Mass
is from the Saturday vigil.

We are very grateful to Brent
Beauchamp who has been
volunteering his services to
record the Mass each week.
Thank you Brent for your
continued support.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, November 7
4:00 p.m.
James Lawler (Dec)
Sunday, November 8, Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m.
Rende Family (Dec)
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
11:30 a.m.
Edna Kennedy (Dec)
Monday, November 9, Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
8:00 a.m.
Ivan Beddoe (Dec)
Tuesday, November 10, Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope and
Doctor of the Church
8:00 a.m.
Joseph Baroni (Dec)
Wednesday, November 11, Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop
8:00 a.m.
For Vocations
Rich and Lynn Maloney (Liv)
Thursday, November 12, Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop, Martyr
8:00 a.m.
Donald John and Family (Liv)
Friday, November 13, Memorial of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini
8:00 a.m.
Laurence Roberts (Liv)
Saturday, November 14, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m.
An End To Abortion
4:00 p.m.
Bill Maslar (Dec)
Sunday, November 15, Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m.
Mary Lou Deuez (Dec)
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
11:30 a.m.
William Isaac (Dec)

FORMED What to Watch
Discover all the best Catholic content in one place.
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio dramas, and a great selection of popular e-books—all just a
click away!
It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you! formed.org
TJQ622 access code

Prayer/Offertory
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Thank you from St. Vincent de Paul
We sincerely appreciate the many donations and
support our parishioners are providing to our
Blessed Trinity Saint Vincent de Paul Conference.
Our parish conference members continue to help
those in need in South St. Petersburg neighborhoods. Due to the virus, we are not making home
visits at this time, but are still helping with utility
payments, food drop-off at homes, and furniture and clothing vouchers as requested. The number of callers desiring food has dropped off
significantly, and we have been able to take many of your food donations downtown to the SVDP kitchen, which supports the homeless
in the area.
Since we currently have adequate food quantities to meet our needs,
we will be temporarily stopping our Food Collection basket in the
back of the Church.
Thank you for your understanding, prayers and continued financial
support.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN
YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
In Our Midst
One day my son came downstairs in our house and went into the kitchen
to get himself a bowl of cereal. He had no idea I was in the front room
quietly reading something on my smartphone. He poured his milk and
reached to grab a spoon. At that moment, I simply said, “Hello.” Startled, he jumped back from the silverware drawer and let out a scream.
He would tell this story differently, but it certainly was a scream. He
clutched his chest as if he had just seen a ghost. All I wanted to do was
say hello.
We have all been startled by someone when we thought we were all
alone. Sometimes that person in our midst was simply quiet and hidden
from our view. Other times, we simply have our head and mind in the
clouds to the point we are ignoring the fact we are not alone.
At times that person we don’t see is Jesus. He might seem quieter some
days, but he should never be hidden from our view. He is always there
with us, in others, and sharing our everyday moments. When we fail to
see him in our midst, it is easy to act in ways we wouldn’t if we saw
him directly in front of us. We become less giving and more selfcentered. No one wants to be surprised one day when suddenly they realize they were not alone, especially if the one who startles us is our
God.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Last Week’s Giving

All Saints, November 1, 2020
In church:
Offertory
$ 4,426
Gift Shop
$ 135
SVDP
$ 164
Holy Days
$ 1,813
Mailed in:
Offertory
Holy Days
Building
Other
Online
Offertory
Building Fund

$ 1,742
$
90
$ 186
$
10
$ 2,030
$
20

Thank you for your generosity!

Updates and Events
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his people by teaching the catechism and preaching. He protected the
spiritual welfare of Catholics by encouraging and nurturing their faith.
All this he did with a great sense of peace. McGivney is said to have
had a priest’s face that is, “a face of wonderful repose.” People saw his
interior peace, the kind of thing born only of a right relationship with
God, radiating from his countenance.
Second, Father McGivney was beloved because he loved his neighbor. Father McGivney did not simply preach love of neighbor. In a time
when Catholics faced great material need, Father McGivney provided
for the least. His work, founding the Knights of Columbus as a fraternal
benefit society, would provide for the sustenance of members’ widows
and their children. Again we hear the words of Jesus as Father
McGivney offers food and drink to those in need (Matt. 25:35) and
comforts those who mourn (Matt. 5:4).
One priest testifies to Father McGivney’s charity saying, “The poor
found in him a Good Samaritan, and were frequent recipients of his
bounty.” A true Good Samaritan, Father McGivney did not turn to abstraction or theorizing. He simply helped those in need.
Describing the invitation to serve those in need in the parable of the
Good Samaritan, Pope Francis writes, “The parable eloquently presents
the basic decision we need to make in order to rebuild our wounded
world. In the face of so much pain and suffering, our only course is to
imitate the Good Samaritan” (Fratelli Tutti, 67). This was Father
McGivney’s widely renown labor.
Father McGivney was beatified October 31, 2020. Beatification,
though, is not an honor awarded to a man or women because of measured or evident success. Beatification is a recognition of the depths of a
heart’s love: love for God and love for neighbor.
Pope Saint John Paul II has said, “The world looks to the priest, because
it looks to Jesus! No one can see Christ; but everyone sees the priest,
and through him they wish to catch a glimpse of the Lord!” Anyone
looking for Christ can catch a glimpse of Him in Father McGivney.

911 Program
Our Parish Family is invited to carry on the effort to save the lives of
the most vulnerable in society, those helpless unborn babies who are
scheduled to die at All Women's Health Center, 4131 Central Avenue.
Our "911 PROGRAM" simply means praying for those little ones during the hours of 9-11 every Saturday morning, in front of the clinic.
No written commitment is required, this is a very informal get-together
where Parishioners can pray individually or with a group. You are invited to be comfortable while praying, please bring a lawn chair.
Need A Ride? Questions or comments, please contact Rich or Lynn at
727-258-7406 or rmaloney67@gmail.com
Cyndee and Larry at 239-218-7798: Cathy at 646-552-8015: Marilyn at
727-867-2390

Meals On Wheels
Do you have challenges getting
out of your home to buy groceries
and prepare meals? Meals On
Wheels of Tampa may be able to
help. Serving the Tampa area for
45 years, a caring volunteer will
deliver freshly cooked meals to
your doorstep. The cost of the
meals depends on your situation.
They will work with you to find a
price that fits your budget. If this
might help you or someone you
know, please call their office at
813-238-MEAL to learn more
about this important mission.

Give One Day a Week,
Make a Difference
Neighborly/Meals on Wheels
(MOW) Pinellas County urgently
needs volunteers to deliver
lunchtime meals to 10 – 15 homebound seniors. All it takes is a
group of volunteers from your
church, or individuals, to adopt a
route one weekday from 1½ to 2
hours, and a car! Shifts are weekdays from 10:30am to 12:30pm.
Choose the location and the day
that works best for you!
To learn more and to apply, visit:
https://neighborly.org/volunteeropportunities/
Magazine Articles
If you wish to put anything in the
weekly parish magazine, please
email any items to be published to
Anne at: bulletinbt@gmail.com.

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma

Cavalieri, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Coston, Stephen
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
Dechering, Msgr. Anton

DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Deuel, Fred
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Gregg, Joan
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Heylan, Edward H.
Hepp, Loren
Hildebrand, Bud
Huff, Walt & Carole

Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kline, Wayne and Judy
Krieger, Mary
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Annette
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lowery, Judith
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean

Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Meyer, Patricia
Monahan, Sheila
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Nicholson, Maria
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Oliphant, Brian
Pezzulo, Irene
Phillips, James
Pope, Stoney
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Quinn, Timothy
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Rudy, Fr. Richard
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Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schaefer, Jake
Schneider, Mary Jo
Seaquist, Tim
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Tamalavitch, Al
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Thuline, James
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Amanda
Watson, Doug & Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Williford, Joan & Frank
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth

