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33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time

Excelsior! The fascinating story behind
Stan Lee’s Latin catchphrase
What started as a joke became the motto of his life.
Stan Lee was a legend in the comic book industry, co-creating such superheroes as
Spider-Man, the Hulk, Doctor Strange, the Fantastic Four, Daredevil, Black Panther
and the X-Men, to name a few. He was also instrumental in the recent success of
Marvel movies and the resurgence of comic books in pop-culture.
throughout his life: Excelsior!

Upon his death on November 12, his Twitter page recalled a word that he used
The Latin word means “ever upward” or “still higher” and he began using it in the 1960s as a sign-off for his columns.
Initially, he picked the term to confuse his competition, as he explained to io9:

However, it soon became a motto in the life of Stan Lee, who frequently shouted it at comic book conventions. He
expanded on the word in a Tweet in 2010 and said, “Finally, what does ‘Excelsior’ mean? ‘Upward and onward to
greater glory!’ That’s what I wish you whenever I finish tweeting! Excelsior!”
Stan Lee grew-up in a Jewish family and wasn’t a religious man, but he did have a respect for the Bible and a keen
interest in Catholicism, as can be seen by the many Marvel superheroes he created with a Catholic background.
Yet, it was likely that Lee first saw the word in the New York state motto, which was voted as part of the state’s coat
of arms in 1778. In this context the word is focused primarily on the temporal accomplishments of humanity, with
the desire to go “ever upward” in achievements.
From a Catholic perspective, the word and similar variants have a distinct reference to God and the afterlife. Blessed
Pier Giorgio Frassati used a similar Italian phrase, “verso l’alto,” which means “toward the top.” For him it
represented the desire to aim toward the height of sanctity, reaching for the summit of eternal life.
Similarly, the Society of Jesus has as their motto the Latin phrase “Ad maiorem Dei gloriam,” which means “For
the greater glory of God.” This means that all things should be done for God’s greater glory, not seeking earthly
achievements, but heavenly grace.
It’s interesting to note how Stan Lee described “Excelsior” as “Upward and onward to greater glory!” — while he
likely meant earthly glory, it is easy to adapt the phrase to refer not only to hard work on earth, but also to the greater
glory of Heaven.
Catholics are also familiar with the word, as a form of it appears in the “Gloria,” a hymn that has been sung for many
centuries. It quotes the biblical words of the angels on Christmas Day, who said, “Glory to God in the Highest”
(Gloria in excelsis Deo).
While Lee’s Latin catchphrase began as a joke to rile his competition, it became a motto that brought out the best in
people he worked with and challenged them to go “ever upward.”
By Philip Kosloski, reprinted with permission from Aleteia
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Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
Advent Retreat
PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux
DEACON Bill Lovelace

The Prodigal Son

DEACON John Schaefer
PASTOR EMERITUS
Msgr. Anton Dechering
Retired
DEACON Lionel Roberts
Retired
CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Tom Kirchhoefer, VA
Chaplain
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 PM Vigil
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am
HOLY DAYS
8:00, 9 am & 7 pm
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Saturday: 8:00 am
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays
3:00 -3:45 pm
or by Appointment
1600 54TH AVE S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
33712
PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
WEB SITE
http://btsp.org

Monday - Wednesday, December 3, 4 & 5
7:00 p.m. Each Evening
Rev. Jack McDowell, OFM, Retreat Master
Abbreviated Presentation:
Mass and Homily 8:00 a.m. each morning
Penance Service Thursday, December 13ᵗ� at 7:00 p.m.

Page 3

THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor

Congratulations to the Gaffney Family
This Sunday at 3:00 p.m. at the Cathedral, the Gaffney Family will receive the St. Jude Medal
from Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes, Bishop of the Diocese of St. Petersburg. This annual
award recognizes parishioners throughout the Diocese who have made an outstanding
contribution to their local parish through volunteer service. We are most appreciative of the
service the family has extended to Blessed Trinity over many years. Their dedication in helping
the parish to grow and succeed has been a great help to all of us.

Thanksgiving Day Mass November 22
9:00 a.m. (There will be only 1 Mass)
Fall is quickly fading away and Thanksgiving is already upon us. President George
Washington, our first president, called upon the Nation to give thanks to God for the many
blessings that we have received not only as individuals, but as a country. Abraham Lincoln
officially set the date after the Civil War to the fourth Thursday of the month.
Let us pause and give thanks to God for all that we have received, and endeavor to help those
who are not as fortunate.
This is a special time of the year that brings families together from all over the country, whether
the journey is made physically or only in spirit. From everyone at Blessed Trinity, we wish
you every happiness as you celebrate this American holiday with your loved ones.

Taking on an Additional Responsibility
During a scheduled meeting with Bishop Parkes over a week ago, the Bishop has asked me to
take on a Leadership Role in planning for the First Marian Congress to take place in the Diocese
of St. Petersburg at the Cathedral in May of 2019.
This past May, the Bishop Consecrated the Diocese to the Immaculate Heart of May. This was
a great spiritual moment for our Diocese. In all the years I served at the Cathedral as the vice
rector, I never recall such an outpouring of people in attendance at any one event. On this day,
there was standing room only from people all over the Diocese. The Bishop and I are in
agreement that there is a spiritual hunger in the Diocese. I am looking forward to assisting the
Bishop in make the first Marian Congress a great success. I humbly ask for your prayers as we
embark on this new endeavor for our Diocese.
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux
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This Week In Worship
The DISCIPLE MAKER
INDEX SURVEY CLOSES
NOVEMBER 19��!!

If you have a paper copy of
the survey, please bring it to
the Parish Office as soon as
possible. If you cannot turn it in
by the due date, PLEASE take the survey online.
The amount of responses continues to grow, but
WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please be sure to take the
survey by either following the link posted on our
Facebook
page
or
by
going
to
www.DiscipleMakerIndex.com. If you do not own
a computer, paper copies of the survey are
available in the Parish Office and the Diaconate
Office.
Through your honest and open participation in
this survey, we hope to:
● Allow parishioners to reflect on their spiritual
growth and discipleship
● Identify the ways in which the parish
effectively supports that growth
● Look at opportunities to support that growth
more in the future
● Create goals and action plans to achieve that
growth
No one in the diocese or on your parish staff including the pastor - will have access to
individual parishioner responses.

M

artha Monagan-Hart Ph.D., LCSW,
Volunteer, will facilitate the Sister Jean
Barrett Bereavement Support Group. The
group offers a caring presence in a safe,
comfortable environment to share stories
and listen to each other with compassion offering
support in our normal grief reactions. Adults of all faiths
are welcome and there is no fee to attend. Meetings
are held at 2 p.m. on the third Thursday of the month.
The next meeting will be Thursday, November 15��.
You can E-mail Martha at Dr.Monaganhart@gmail.com.
You may also leave your phone number if you would
like to talk. You can also call the parish office at
727-867-3663 and leave a message for Martha.

33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Sat., November 17 - Mem. of St. Elizabeth of Hungary
(dec)
Jane W Funsch
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
Michael Comeau
4:00 p.m.
Sun., November 18
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
Barbara Carafond
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
Stephen Lynch
11:30 a.m.
(dec)
Mon., November 19
8:00 a.m. Gallagher & Benedum Families (liv & dec)
Tues., November 20
(dec)
John Carr
8:00 a.m.
Wed., November 21 - Mem. of Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary
Vocations
8:00 a.m.
Thurs., November 22 - Mem. of St. Cecilia & Thanksgiving Day
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:00 a.m.
Fri., November 23
(dec)
Gary Felkis
8:00 a.m.
Sat., November 24 - Mem. of St. Andrew Dung-Lac
(dec)
John Carr
8:00 a.m.
Trudy & Earl Murray (dec)
4:00 p.m.
Sun., November 25 - Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
(liv)
Jackie Christ
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Stephen Lynch
11:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS
Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in
Florida requires at least six months preparation before
marriage. Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
with a parish priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We
ask that you please call the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.
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by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager
Special Thanks to Our Givers
Life gets really busy. I hear people all around me say, “I don’t have
enough time to get everything done.” We are in a time when
electronic communications chase us down. We try to respond to
every email, text, phone call, and the occasional letter or card in the
mail. It can feel overwhelming. We must purposely find ways to
make our time work for us and not against us. Let me tell you about
some of our parishioners who have found a way to save time and
make that electronic communication work for them to give to the
parish.

Donations 11/11/18
Offertory Collection
All Saints
Building Fund
Gift shop
Campaign for Human Develop.
Veteran’s Day
Hurricane Michael Relief

$6,778
$100
$30
$206
$759
$776
$100

TOTAL:

$8749

Want to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at btsp.org and click
the online giving button.

We have 36 families who are currently using online giving. We also
have 12 families who give using their automatic bill payment feature
through their bank. We have another 10 people who mail their
donations in each month. You may not see these fellow parishioners
place an envelope in the basket every week, but their consistent
giving does not go unnoticed in our parish office. Each month, our
parish receives a steady and predictable stream of income from those
donors who have made the commitment to give to God by giving to
the parish.
If you would like to learn more about the Online Giving Program at
Blessed Trinity, please contact Eileen Plasse at the parish office at
727-867-3663 or check out our website at btsp.org, hover over the
home tab and click on “Online Giving.” Follow the signup
instructions and choose how much, how often, and how you want
to give.

Goal:
Paid:

$101,181
$54,627

Balance Due:

$46,554

% to Goal:

53.99%

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Blessed Trinity Church would like to thank everyone who financially
and prayerfully supports the parish using any method they want.

Coming Soon……the “Giving Tree”
The Giving Tree is one opportunity for you to share your blessings at
Christmas with the less fortunate in our community. Angel ornaments
are to provide new toys for the children of needy families in our
neighborhood served by our Blessed Trinity St. Vincent de Paul
Society. We have visited them in their homes this past year. If you do
not like shopping, please consider dropping either cash or a check
made out to St. Vincent de Paul in the poor box, and we
can fill in with the needed gifts and gift cards.
Look for the Giving Tree in the back of the church next
weekend…..more details, too!
Thank you and God Bless you
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun. 11/18
Mon. 11/19
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

11/20
11/21
11/22
11/23
11/24

7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
1:00 p.m. - “Shepherd Me…” retreat - FFR
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
9:30 a.m. - Scripture Meeting - FFR
6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
Office Closed for Thanksgiving
Office Closed for Thanksgiving
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Rediscover the Joy of Christmas with BEST ADVENT EVER, a
free email program that will help you slow down and focus on
what matters most during the busy holiday season. Each day
of Advent, you’ll receive:
● Short inspiration videos
● Practical Tips
● Real-life encouraging stories
Get ready for the best Christmas of your life! Visit:
BestAdventEver.com/AlmostChristmas

In response to
the sexual abuse
scandal in the
clergy:
Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Every first Friday of
the month for the near future,
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we will
have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and
benediction at 11:45 a.m. You
might want to pray for healing
and for the victims of the
scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be on
Friday, December 7��.

Christmas Altar Flowers

For those wishing to contribute towards the Altar flowers, you may do so in two ways:
1. Use the Christmas Flower Envelope included in your envelope packet.
2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.
The name/s of the donor/s will be listed in the bulletin. Deadline for inclusion of
your name in the Christmas Bulletin is Monday, December 17th. The names listed for
remembrance and honor will be placed on the altar.
Please Check One:
In Honor of

In Memory of

_______________________________________________
Donor’s Name: __________________________________
Donation Amount: $_______________________________

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Anonymous
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Cannon, Earl
Carfora, Palma
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David

D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary & Frank
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud

Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve

Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mar
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
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Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &
Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

