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Solemnity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ King of the Universe

Why do we celebrate “Christ the King”?
Although the annual celebration of the Solemnity of Christ the King has been part of the life and prayer of the
Church for many years, two years ago I had an opportunity to experience this celebration in a very different
context: with a Protestant community celebrating “Reign of Christ” Sunday. Their observance of this day
provided me with a new perspective on this feast and for what it can mean for all, particularly in these
post-election days when our nation, communities, and families seem more divided than ever before.
And so, to help us have a better sense of what this Sunday’s celebration is all about, I think it’s important for
us to consider the history of the feast and the reasons that we have a special day dedicated to the Universal
Sovereignty of Christ as part of our liturgical calendar.
When Pope Pius XI instituted a special feast honoring Christ “the King” in 1925, he grieved for a world that
had been ravaged by the First World War and which had begun to bow down before the “lords” of exploitative
consumerism, nationalism, secularism, and new forms of injustice. The old power structures in Europe and the
Middle East were fading into memory (including the colonial system that allowed European nations to claim
lands in Africa, Southeast Asia, and South America). A new and uncertain world was rising in their place.
Pope Pius recognized that, for the Christian, those passing empires and colonies did not define who or whose
they were. Instead, he reflected that the kingdom to which Christians belong is “spiritual and concerned with
spiritual things… it demands of its subjects a spirit of detachment from riches and earthly things, and a spirit
of gentleness. They must hunger and thirst after justice and more than this, they must deny themselves and carry
the cross” (from the Encyclical Quas primas, 15). Pope Pius envisioned “a dominion by a King of Peace who
came to reconcile all things, who came not to be served but to serve” (20). As the Second Reading this Sunday
reminds us, the reign of Christ embraces all people. This is certainly a timely reminder as we confront violence,
uncertainty, and questions about what we owe to those who are the victims of terror and oppression.
The idea of a “king” is very foreign to most of us. In fact, there are only 29 sovereign monarchs in the world
today. (This number would be 30, if we include Pope Francis as the sovereign head of Vatican City.) And yet,
in our communities, many of us will sing great hymns like “To Jesus Christ Our Sovereign King” and “Crown
Him with Many Crowns.” By limiting the focus of this feast to the kingship of Christ, we risk losing the broader
view of what we are really celebrating today: our citizenship in the Kingdom of God. And the message that we
hear today is that we can no longer identify simply ourselves as “American,” “Navajo,” “Italian,” “Dutch,”
“Sudanese,” or “Thai.” We have been claimed by and for Christ in our baptism and our true home is in the Reign
of Christ—a reality that surpasses the limits of boundaries, ethnicities, and even time itself. We are co-citizens
of God’s Kingdom, with all the Communion of Saints.
In the end, this Sunday’s celebration of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe reminds us that the Kingdom
of Christ isn’t some far-off reality. We are living in that Kingdom now. After all, Jesus tells the dying thief
“Today you will be with me in Paradise.” But this feast also reminds us that while we should honor Jesus as
our “Sovereign King,” we must also emulate his total gift of himself, perfectly embodied in his sacrifice on the
Cross. It is only by imitating our thorn-crowned King that we can help bring relief to those who suffer and God’s
healing mercy to those who long for forgiveness, helping to proclaim the Good News of the Reign of Christ in
the world today.
Words of Wisdom: “Jesus in Galilee was not teaching a religious doctrine for his listeners to learn and follow.
He was proclaiming an event, so could accept it joyfully and faithfully. No one saw him as a teacher devoted
to explaining the religious traditions of Israel. They knew a prophet with a passion for a fuller life for everyone,
who only wanted people to embrace God, so that God’s reign of justice and mercy would become ever wider
and more joyful. His goal was… to hasten the coming of the long-awaited reign of God, which meant life,
justice and peace.”—José A. Pagola, Jesus: An Historical Approximation
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Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
Advent Retreat
PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux
DEACON Bill Lovelace

The Prodigal Son

DEACON John Schaefer
PASTOR EMERITUS
Msgr. Anton Dechering
Retired
DEACON Lionel Roberts
Retired
CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Tom Kirchhoefer, VA
Chaplain
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 PM Vigil
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am
HOLY DAYS
8:00, 9 am & 7 pm
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Saturday: 8:00 am
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays
3:00 -3:45 pm
or by Appointment
1600 54TH AVE S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
33712
PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
WEB SITE
http://btsp.org

Monday - Wednesday, December 3, 4 & 5
7:00 p.m. Each Evening
Rev. Jack McDowell, OFM, Retreat Master
Abbreviated Presentation:
Mass and Homily 8:00 a.m. each morning
Penance Service Thursday, December 13ᵗ� at 7:00 p.m.
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Congratulations to

Blessed Trinity 2018
St. Jude Medal of Honor
Recipients
Awarded by
Bishop Gregory L. Parkes
Sunday, November 18th
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle
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This Week In Worship
Blessed Trinity Giving Tree
Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe

Come and See the “Giving Tree” in
the back of the church for an
opportunity to share your Blessings
at Christmas with the less fortunate
in our community.
The angel ornaments are to provide new toys for the
children of needy families in neighborhoods served
by our Blessed Trinity St. Vincent de Paul Society.
These are families we have visited in their homes in
the past year.
Toys listed are SUGGESTIONS. All toys should be
age and sex appropriate, and all UNWRAPPED
GIFTS, with the angels attached, should be
returned by Monday, December 10. We will need
the time between December 10 and December 14 to
sort and pack up each family’s gifts which will be
picked up on December 15.
Cash, checks made out to St Vincent DePaul and gift
cards are welcome, and can be put in the Poor Box
in the back of the Church. Toys may be
left under the tree or dropped off at the
Parish office during the week.

Sat., November 24 - Mem. of St. Andrew Dung-Lac
(dec)
John Carr
8:00 a.m.
Trudy & Earl Murray (liv)
4:00 p.m.
Sun., November 25 - Solemnity of Our Lord Jesus Christ
8:00 a.m.
(liv)
Jackie Christ
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
Stephen Lynch
11:30 a.m.
(dec)
Mon., November 26
(dec)
John Carr
8:00 a.m.
Tues., November 27
(dec)
John Carr
8:00 a.m.
Wed., November 28
Vocations
8:00 a.m.
Thurs., November 29
8:00 a.m. John Carr & Erasmo Carfora (dec)
Fri., November 30 - Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle
(liv)
8:00 a.m. Richard Marino
Sat., December 1
(dec)
Mary Daunais
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m. Bob Rogers and Jim Steen (dec)
Sun., December 2 - First Sunday of Advent
(dec)
Nance Young
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
Francisco & Maria Barbosa (dec)
11:30 a.m.

Thank you and God Bless you for
your generosity.
What is Best Advent Ever?
It’s a free program that will help you to slow down
and focus on what matters most this busy holiday
season! To prepare you to celebrate Christmas,
each day of Advent, you will receive an email with:
● Short inspiration videos
● Real-life encouraging stories and
● Practical insights to
incorporate into everyday life
Best Advent Ever will bring you into a deeper
experience of the coming of Jesus at Christmas.
In this program you will experience Advent in a
way you have never experienced it before and
hopefully it will lead to one of the best
Christmases of your life. We invite you to share
your experience with us by phone, email, or
letter. There is still time to signup at:
BestAdventEver.com

SACRAMENTS
Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in
Florida requires at least six months preparation before
marriage. Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
with a parish priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We
ask that you please call the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.
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by Eileen Plasse
Parish Manager

Donations 11/18/18
Offertory Collection
Mailed in Offertory
Building Fund
Gift shop
Christmas Flowers
APA
Human Dev.
Thanksgiving

$6,111
$1,129
$58
$89
$380
$341
$56
$319

My parents were my inspiration for living a life of stewardship.
My Father and Mother had nine children. My father was a laborer
and was laid off each winter because in New England you cannot
dig or build when the ground is frozen. Money was tight! My parents
worked with what they had to provide food, clothing, housing, and
education for me and my five sisters and three brothers.
My mother could make one chicken into many meals. She TOTAL:
$8,483
would take scraps of material and turn them into dresses, shorts or St. Vincent DePaul
$335
shirts. Our sweaters were all knitted by her. I have a fond memory Online giving for the first half of Nov. is $3,100
of a zippered sweater she secretly knitted for my father’s Christmas
Want to try Online Giving?
present. She had knitted the image of a backhoe on the back of the
sweater because that is what my father operated at work. She even Go to our website at btsp.org and click
the online giving button.
made clothes for our generic Barbie dolls. She taught us well how
to be good stewards of all we were given.
My dad remodeled a room in our house every winter on a
shoestring budget. My sister, Christine, and I were approximately
the same size so my dad placed us on ladders to hold the sheetrock
100%
up while he secured it to the ceiling. A skill I don’t list on my resume!
90%
Dad was a real DIY champ. There was nothing he would not tackle.
His income would have been considered below poverty level but he
80%
still managed to install the first
70%
in-ground swimming pool in
60%
town at our house. He did it all by
himself. He also designed and Goal:
$101,181 50%
installed solar power heating for
Paid:
$54,697 40%
our pool before solar power was
a thing.
Balance Due:
$46,484 30%
20%
I witnessed my father
54.05% 10%
prepare a plate to overflowing on % to Goal:
holidays with the fine dinner we
were enjoying at the family table.
He would then take that plate to
St. Augustine Catholic Church
the lonely man who lived across
Millville, MA
the street and was considered the ‘town drunk” (the outcast).
Built in 1880 in the shape of the
I saw my father spend some of his Saturdays volunteering to paint and
cross in Romanesque style
repair St. Augustine Church along with other men of the parish. My mother
(an architectural style of medieval
would bake pies and join a group of women at the Church Hall located in the
Europe characterized by semichurch basement to serve the volunteer workmen a hearty lunch.
circular arches).
As I look back on my parent’s lives of serving and giving themselves for
others, I know now what being a steward really means. By example they passed on the faith and love by living
stewardship and not just telling about it.
Christ made the ultimate sacrifice for us. He did it because of his great love for us. All he asks in return is
for us to love him and others! But it isn’t enough to tell someone we love them if we do not try to show that love
in a concrete way.
A steward is one to whom the owner of a household turns over responsibility for caring for the property,
managing affairs, making resources yield as much as possible, and sharing the resources with others. The
position of steward involves accountability.
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun. 11/25 7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
Mon. 11/26 1:00 p.m. - “Shepherd Me…” retreat - FFR
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
Tues. 11/27 9:30 a.m. - Scripture Meeting - FFR
Wed. 11/28 6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
Sat.
12/1 7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA
Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Fire of the Spirit Prayer Group Invites you to an Evening of
Christmas Music and Praise featuring Crowning Glory
When: Thurs. Dec 06, 2018
Time: 7:30 PM
Where: Cathedral of St. Jude Parish Center
5815 5th Ave North

This weekend’s flowers
John & Vicki DeZarn
40th Wedding Anniversary

In response to
the sexual abuse
scandal in the
clergy:
Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Every first Friday of
the month for the near future,
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we
will have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and
benediction at 11:45 a.m. You
might want to pray for healing
and for the victims of the
scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be on
Friday, December 7��.

Christmas Altar Flowers

For those wishing to contribute towards the Altar flowers, you may do so in two ways:
1. Use the Christmas Flower Envelope included in your envelope packet.
2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.
The name/s of the donor/s will be listed in the bulletin. Deadline for inclusion of
your name in the Christmas Bulletin is Monday, December 17th. The names listed for
remembrance and honor will be placed on the altar.
Please Check One:
In Honor of

In Memory of

_______________________________________________
Donor’s Name: __________________________________
Donation Amount: $_______________________________

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Anonymous
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Cannon, Earl
Carfora, Palma
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David

D’Agostino, Frances
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud

Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve

Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mar
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
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Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &
Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

