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The first time I attempted to observe Advent, I flopped.
Now I do these things and they make all the difference.

7 Ways to have a successful Advent

By: Heather Kir� Lanier

WEEKEND MAGAZINEDecember 1st, 2019 1st Sunday of Advent

When I was a girl, I only heard the word Advent in conjunction with the word calendar. For me, Advent conjured images of
chocolates hiding behind tiny numbered doors made of cardboard— reindeer heads, Santa faces, etc. Advent meant a giddy
countdown to the big prize: the morning when a bedazzled tree would spew dozens of awesome, mall-bought stuff I wanted —
which, depending on the year, ranged from neon boy-band paraphernalia to preppy J. Crew loafers.

Advent, however, is a distinct season, designed to help us quiet our hearts and wait in hopeful anticipation of the celebration of
Jesus’ birth. “The waiting we are called to do during Advent is not the busy, numbing, frenetic kind of waiting,” Katie Jensen
writes on A Sacred Journey, “but the stilling, germinating kind that connects you deeply with the present and your true self.”

I don’t know about you, but Jensen’s description sounds nothing like what I’ve experienced in most of my Decembers. My
mailbox fills with news fliers boasting huge bargains. Jingly commercials intrude into my living room and suggest that if I truly
loved him or her or them, I’d buy this glimmering thing, this sparkling ring, this gadget unlike any other. News headlines jockey
for claims about the latest Starbucks coffee-cup icon. Culturally, December usually feels quite noisy.

But Advent is meant to be a time of silence and listening. In the midst of the cultural noise, Advent is precisely what I need. And
yet the first time I attempted to “observe” it, declaring at the start of the season that this December would be different, I flopped.
The frenetic energy of secular Christmas railroaded me. By December 25, I did not feel like I’d just observed four weeks of
simplicity and quiet and waiting for the divine. I felt like a harried mouse who’d swirled uncontrollably down a drain of
consumerism and then got flushed.



PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

DEACONS
Deacon Bill Lovelace
Deacon John Schaefer

PASTOR EMERITUS
Msgr. Anton Dechering

Retired

CLERGY ASSISTANCE

Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Tom Kirchhoefer,

VA Chaplain
Fr. Victor Bartolotta

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 PM Vigil

Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am

HOLY DAYS
8, 9:30 am & 7 pm

Weekdays:  8:00 am
Saturday:  8:00 am

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays

3:00 -3:45 pm
or by Appointment

1600 54TH AVE S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL

33712

PHONE
(727) 867-3663

FAX
(727) 864-2679

WEB SITE
http://btsp.org

I’d failed because I’d tried to do both secular Christmas and liturgical Advent at the same
time. Squeezing the secular expectations of Christmas into the regular work weeks had
bossed my brain around, and there was no time or space for the quiet and prayerful reflection
of Advent. That year, I realized that in order to deliberately enjoy the sacredness of Advent,
I needed to make a plan. If you too feel like the “bustle to buy” is leaving you (and perhaps
your wallet) empty, if you too feel thirsty for a true Advent, here are some ideas…

1. Get minimalist with gift-giving: Rethink the cultural pressure to become Jolly Ol’
(Bag-Heavy, Toy-Hauling) St. Nick, and set healthy limitations when it comes to buying
gifts. Some families fill only stockings rather than the entire skirt of a giant Frasier Fir.
Others eschew material gifts entirely. Rebecca Wiltberger of Kentucky says, “I’ve totally
downsized my Christmas gift-giving to a simple gift for the men of my family and a
different one for the women. Some years it’s been pajama pants and pretty scarves. This
year it’s homemade cookies for the fellas and hair clips/earrings for the ladies.” Or if you
want to individualize your gifts, you might embrace the want-need-wear-read guidelines.
Those are the guidelines I’m trying this year, and I’ve been impressed by how quickly they
curb my desire to click just one more Disney toy into the virtual Internet basket.

2. Plan ahead: Confession: I love to shop. And I will always want to give every family
member an individual gift for Christmas. But hunting for the best deal on a wool-blend
sweater feels discordant with sitting in vigil as I hope and long for the fullness of life. Two
years ago, I vowed to complete all my family’s Christmas shopping before December 1,
and I’ve continued it. This choice has been crucial in helping me cultivate a peaceful,
prayerful Advent. If there are certain traditions you know you want to maintain through
Christmas, like Christmas card sending, try to get as much of the prep work done before
you light your first Advent candle.

3. Let certain traditions go: In order to say yes to Advent’s invitation of deep listening,
you’ll need to say no to some of December’s usual busyness. Some families, for instance,
decline party invitations until Christmas Eve. Kay Trafton of Vermont says, “I chose ahead
of time what traditions were important and which ones were not.” On her not-so-important
list: cookie-baking and Christmas-card-sending. She now holds off sending cards until
New Year’s. “It was the best decision ever,” she says. “I spent the 12 days after Christmas
day leading up to Epiphany to write out six to eight cards per night and really was able to
take the time to pray for the people and write personal notes. It no longer felt like a chore,
it was something I wanted to do.” Give yourself permission to postpone or entirely eschew
certain expectations that don’t speak to your intentions for the season.

4. Try a new (to you) Advent tradition: Shopping and running around less will free up
space for other traditions, and Advent has several gems to offer, from Advent wreaths to
Jesse trees to Nativity scenes. Melani Daves Moore and her family use this wooden Advent
spiral, which combines the daily countdown of the calendar with the candle-lighting of a
wreath. When they light a candle each night at dinnertime, they say a devotional together.
Other families fill their Advent calendars not with chocolates or other treats but with slips
of paper. On them they’ve written prayers, chants, quotes, songs, and even activities they
might do together. I like to pull out the toy Nativity scenes for my kids and discover
different versions of “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.” (Sufjan Stevens’ is always a good
one.)

5. Give something up: Drawn to the idea of fasting during Lent not as a form of
self-punishment, but as a way to simplify and make space, I usually give something up
during Advent, too. The first year, I fasted from buying anything other than groceries and
necessary household goods. This allowed me to focus, not on acquiring new stuff, but on
appreciating what was already present in my life. Last year, I gave up social media. I love
staying in touch with people, but I wanted to experience a deeper sense of quiet, an
intentional turning inward. You might think of something to give up, not as some cruel
modern version of a hair shirt, but as a way to draw inward and reflect on your hopes for
yourself and for the world. Ar�icle cont’d on page 3



ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at

Blessed Trinity

Welcoming
Our parishioners love meeting
new people and sharing their lives
with others. You’ll also be greeted
by some of the most welcoming
people you’ve ever met at a
Church - and we’re not just
talking about the Hospitality team.

Family Focused
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate
Mass with the community! Our
Family Faith Formation
program invites the whole family
to participate in learning about the
faith.

Dynamic Worship
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by the
community’s full, conscious, and
active participation in the Liturgy.
Our Community loves to
SING!From traditional hymns to
contemporary worship music, the
word of God is proclaimed in a
dynamic fashion. The homilies are
geared towards challenging our
parishioners to become better
Christians.

A Church Unlike Any Other
There’s so much more to talk
about! Our Parish is a wonderful,
dynamic community and we
welcome you to celebrate liturgy
with us this weekend!

It doesn’t matter if this is your first
time, 50th time, or first time in 50
years - know that you always have
a place to worship, and a
community to belong to at Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church.

To learn more, visit
WWW.BTSP.ORG

Blessed Trinity’s Holiday Schedule
Monday & Tuesday, December 2nd & 3rd

7:00 p.m. Advent Retreat in Parish Hall

Wednesday, December 4th

7:00 p.m. Mass in Church - Conclusion of Advent
Retreat in homily

Thursday, December 12th

7:00 p.m. - Penance Service

Tuesday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. - Children’s Christmas Vigil Mass
9:00 pm. - Christmas of the Night & Opening of 60th Jubilee Year of Faith

Wednesday, December 25th - Christmas Day
Masses at regular Sunday Mass times of 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 11:30 a.m.

Advent Retreat begins this Monday, Dec. 2nd!

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church Advent Retreat

Prepare the Way of The Lord
A Call to be Dynamic Catholics, Reinvigorate Our Faith,

and Courageously Live the Gospel.

Rev. Michael Eguino, Retreat Master
Archdiocese of New York, St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church

Monday - Wednesday December  2, 3 & 4

7:00 p.m. Each Evening in the Parish Hall
There is no admission charge. A free will offering will be taken
Fr. Michael will be speaking at all the Masses Nov. 30 & Dec. 1

6. Take something on: When you give something up, you might be struck by how it
frees you to embrace something new. What daily practice might enable you to listen
to the stirrings of the Spirit? Jenn Giles Kemper, creator of the awesome Sacred
Ordinary Days Day Planner, took up daily walks at dusk. Kay Trafton committed to
writing in her journal for 10 to 15 minutes a day.

7. Await Christmas … all 12 days of it! According to the liturgical calendar, Christmas
is not just one day but 12. While my family tries to keep the Christmas fever at bay
through most of the month, we let it come barreling in on December 24. We celebrate
for as many of the 12 days as we can. We loaf and watch movies. We dine on big meals.
We visit family we rarely get to see. If you keep the Christmas music and the
cookie-eating and the dinner-partying at bay until the evening of December 24, the 12
days of Christmas serve your body and soul as a well-earned feast, one that rejoices
not in commercial goods but in love and light.
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This Week In Worship
MASS

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child!
We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism. Office Hours

Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Are You Looking to Receive One of the Seven
Sacraments With Us?

First Sunday of Advent

  Sat., Nov. 30 - Feast of St. Andrew, Apostle
  8:00 a.m.  Raphael Barrimond (dec)

4:00 p.m. Melissa Stone   (dec)
  Sun., Dec. 1 - First Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m.  Frances D’Agostino (dec)
9:30 a.m.  Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Maria & Francisco Barbosa (dec)

  Mon., Dec. 2
8:00 a.m.  John Coady    (dec)
    Gerrard Lawrence  (liv)

  Tues., Dec. 3 - Mem. of St. Francis Xavier, Priest
8:00 a.m.     Jimmy Palotta   (dec)

  Wed., Dec. 4
8:00 a.m.  Vocations
7:00 p.m.   Blessed Trinity Parishioners

  Thurs., Dec. 5
8:00 a.m.  Deacon Roberts  (liv)

  Fri., Dec. 6
8:00 a.m.  Anna Mae Kovanis (dec)

  Sat., Dec. 7 - Mem. of St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor
  8:00 a.m.  A. Frederick Susi  (dec)
  4:00 p.m.   Yvonne & Edmond Comeau    (dec)
  Sun., Dec. 8 - Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m.  Patricia Foley   (dec)
9:30 a.m.   Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.  Camille Spadaro  (dec)
    & Stephen Lynch  (dec)

On Sunday, November 24, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. at the
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle in St. Petersburg,
Bishop Parkes will present the St. Jude Medal Award
to representatives from parishes for their
distinguished and outstanding service to the
community. To see the list of this year’s recipients,
please click here. A video of the Prayer Service will
be livestreamed at www.dosp.org.

St. Jude Medal Awards

Come and see the “Giving Tree” in the
back of the church for an opportunity
to share your Blessings at Christmas
with the less fortunate in our

community! The paper angels, which list
toy suggestions, provide gifts for the children of needy
families in neighborhoods served by our Blessed
Trinity St. Vincent de Paul Society. These are families
we have visited in their homes in the past year.

Toys listed are SUGGESTIONS. All toys should be
age and sex appropriate. All UNWRAPPED GIFTS,
with the angels attached, should be returned by
Monday, December 9th. We will need the time
between December 9th and December 13th to sort and
pack up each family’s gifts which will be distributed
on December 14th.

Cash, checks made out to St Vincent DePaul and gift
cards are welcome; and can be put in the Poor Box in
the back of the Church. Toys may be left under the
tree or dropped off at the Parish office during the week.

Thank you and God Bless you for your generosity.

Come and See the Giving Tree!

Love your friends and family
Each & every day…

..as if it’s your last opportunity to do so



At the time of early publication,
the donation numbers were not
available. Please stay tuned for
updated numbers in the coming

weeks!

Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and

click the online giving button.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $41,197
Paid: $46,188

Free Senior
Christmas Luncheon!

Join us Sunday,
December 15th from
2:30 - 5:30 p.m. in
Blessed Trinity’s
Parish Center for a

free senior Christmas luncheon! This
event is sponsored by The Gathering of
Women, Inc. All are welcome!
Menu: turkey, ham, dressing, cranberry
sauce, salads, macaroni and cheese,
yellow rice, sweet potatoes, mashed
potatoes or potato salad, cornbread or
rolls, coffee, tea, water, punch, apple pie
or peach cobbler, and cheesecake. A
candy table will be available for seniors
wishing to partake.

In the weeks before Christmas many Christians around the
world celebrate a season of preparation called “Advent.”
However, few know what this word actually means.

The word “Advent” stems from the Latin word adventus, which
literally means “coming” or “arrival.” In context, this commonly
refers to the coming of Jesus on Christmas day.

St. Jerome, when composing the Latin Vulgate, also used
adventus when translating the Greek word parousia. This word
has a similar meaning, but in a broader context refers to Jesus’
second coming at the end of time.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church confirms this double
meaning, “When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent
each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the
Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Savior’s
first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second
coming” (CCC 524).

There is even an ancient tradition that says Jesus will come again
during the Advent season. For this reason as we prepare for the
celebration of Christmas, we recognize that Jesus could come
again at any time and prepare our own hearts to receive him
when he does.

It has Latin roots and a double spiritual meaning.
By: Philip Kosloski

What does the word “Advent” mean?

In the Wildflowers Retreat
In the Wildflowers Retreat for women

who have suffered childhood sexual abuse. This
11-week private retreat will be held in Tampa on

Saturdays beginning on January 25, 2020. If
interested in participating in this Retreat, please

contact Cathy at 813-843-8969  or Email us at
wildflowersretreats@gmail.com or
visit: www.wildflowersretreat.org



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

Sun. 12/1 10:45 a.m. Family Faith Catechesis  Courtyard Hall
7:00 p.m. Men’s AA Room 4

Mon. 12/2 7:00 p.m. Advent Retreat Parish Hall
Tues. 12/3 9:30 a.m. Scripture Study FFR

7:00 p.m. Advent Retreat Parish Hall
Wed. 12/4 6:00 p.m. Choir Choir Room

7:00 p.m. Advent Retreat Parish Hall
Thurs. 12/5 5:00 p.m. SVDP Meeting Room 4

Sat. 12/7 7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Room 4

Ongoing
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care

 4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, 33713

For those wishing to contribute towards the Altar flowers, you may do so in two ways:
1. Use the Christmas Flower Envelope included in your envelope packet.

2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.

The name/s of the donor/s will be
listed in the bulletin. Deadline for
inclusion of your name in the
Christmas Bulletin is Monday,
December 17th. The names listed
for remembrance and honor will be
placed on the altar.

Please Check One:
   In Honor of       In Memory of

_______________________________________________

Donor’s Name: __________________________________

Donation Amount: $_______________________________

Please join us for
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Every first Friday of
the month for the near

future, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we
will have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and benediction
at 10:00 a.m. You might want to
pray for healing and for the victims
of the scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be
on Friday, December 6th

Healing for Our
Suffering Church

The Knights of Columbus are having a special guest at their Sunday
pancake breakfast after the 9:30 a.m. Mass! Join us for food and
fellowship and a visit with Santa on Sunday, December 8th. The breakfast
is $7 and includes Breakfast Casserole, Pancakes, Sausage, Gravy &
Biscuits, Fruit Cocktail and your choice of Orange
Juice/Coffee/Tea/Water. Please note that while the breakfast is occurring
at the regular times after 8 and 9:30 a.m. Masses, Mr. And Mrs. Claus
will only be visiting the breakfast after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. All the
proceeds from the Sunday breakfast will be donated to St. Vincent de
Paul. Magnets will also be available for sale. We’ll see you there!

Santa Claus is coming to town - and to Blessed Trinity!
This week’s second collection is
for the Employee Appreciation
Christmas Bonus.

Next week’s second collection will
be for the Retirement Fund for
Religious.

The second collection
on December 15th

will be for APA.

What is the Second
Collection For?



Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown, Dorothy
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Cavaliere, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cohn, Joan
Congiu, Rita
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina

Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sclafani, Francesco
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth




