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First Sunday of Advent

Where did Advent calendars originate?
The yearly tradition became popular in the early 20th century.

Around this time of year, stores are full of Advent calendars. There is even a Star Wars Lego calendar that reveals
a new Lego piece each day. What has now become a commercial necessity during the pre-Christmas season started
out humbly in a printing shop in Germany.
In 1908 Gerhard Lang, who worked at a printing office in Germany, had an idea based on a tradition from his
childhood. Lang’s mother would make him an Advent calendar by attaching 24 little candies to a cardboard. He
decided to design his own version and created colored pictures that were fixed to a cardboard. Historians generally
credit Lang for producing the first printed Advent calendar.
This was soon followed by a calendar that had little doors to open every day in preparation for Christmas and the
novelty became very popular in Germany. By the 1950s these calendars became more complex and held chocolates
for each day of December. From there the yearly tradition spread throughout Europe and the United States and is
now one of the most popular traditions, after the Christmas tree.
The reason why the “Advent” calendars start on December 1 and not when the liturgical season begins is because
of the wide variation in dates when Advent begins. At first these calendars were re-used each year, and starting
on December 1 made it possible to keep the calendar for future use. This eventually became an accepted standard
and even though new calendars are made every year, the tradition of starting the calendar on December 1 has been
maintained.
It is a simple way to prepare for the joyous day of Christmas and builds up the excitement when the day finally
arrives.
By Philip Kosloski, reprinted with permission from Aleteia
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Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
Advent Retreat
PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux
DEACON Bill Lovelace

The Prodigal Son

DEACON John Schaefer
PASTOR EMERITUS
Msgr. Anton Dechering
Retired
DEACON Lionel Roberts
Retired
CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Tom Kirchhoefer, VA
Chaplain
MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday: 4:00 PM Vigil
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30, 11:30 am
HOLY DAYS
8:00, 9 am & 7 pm
Weekdays: 8:00 am
Saturday: 8:00 am
RECONCILIATION
Saturdays
3:00 -3:45 pm
or by Appointment
1600 54TH AVE S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL
33712
PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
WEB SITE
http://btsp.org

Monday - Wednesday, December 3, 4 & 5
7:00 p.m. Each Evening
Rev. Jack McDowell, OFM, Retreat Master
Abbreviated Presentation:
Mass and Homily 8:00 a.m. each morning
Penance Service Thursday, December 13ᵗ� at 7:00 p.m.
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THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor

Why I like to Give Birthday Blessings, its Meaning, and
its Importance as we prepare for the Birth of Christ
About two or three years ago, I began giving Birthday Blessings. Many people would keep me informed of
their relative’s special dates, and for a while people would wonder how I knew it was their birthday. I always
like the element of surprise. You are all special, and it’s my way of acknowledging your importance to me as
your pastor, and to bring us closer together as a parish community.
It is good to be thankful for what you have in life and what you have accomplished, but let us open our eyes
to the larger picture. If we are to appreciate the fruits of life, we must first appreciate the tree that bears fruit:
Birth itself.
Birth is your beginning. It is a window to the chance of a lifetime: the chance to fulfill your unique mission.
A birthday is a momentous occasion to be commemorated; just as a nation commemorates its birth, or a Church
or organization celebrates its founding. Still, it is much more than an occasion to receive gifts. It is a chance
to remember the day that a major event occurred, to celebrate and give thanks, and to reflect upon how well
we are fulfilling our calling.
Because time itself is like a spiral, something special happens on your birthday each year. The same energy
that God invested in you at birth is present once again. It is our duty to be receptive to that force. How do we
do so? By committing to a life guided by God’s will, and by using the abilities and resources we were born
with to perfect ourselves and society, and to make the world a good and sacred home for God.
A birthday is a time to celebrate birth itself, the joy of life. It is also an occasion to rethink your life: How great
is the disparity between what I have accomplished and what I can accomplish? Am I spending my time properly,
or am I involved in things that distract me from my higher calling? How can I strengthen the thread that connects
my outer life and my inner life?
A birthday can also teach us the concept of rebirth. To recall our birth is to recall a new beginning. No matter
how things went yesterday, or last year, we always have the capacity to try again. Your birthday is a refresher,
a chance for regeneration - not just materially, but spiritually.
On your birthday, gather with family and friends and study something meaningful together.
There is no better way to celebrate a birthday than to commit a special act of goodness. It is easy enough to
say you are thankful, it is far better to show it by doing a kind deed. Something that you did not do yesterday.
Not because someone is forcing you. Not because someone suggests it. But simply because your inner goodness,
your soul, want to express its thanks for being born and being alive.
Such an act of kindness gives God great pleasure, because he sees that the child in whom He invested, the
particular child he wanted to be born on a particular day, is living up to its potential. And nothing, of course,
gives us greater joy. This is the true experience of birth, the true beginning of a life of meaning.
During these days of Advent we are all preparing for the birth of a child, Jesus Christ. It is the greatest celebration
that takes place every year. Like our own birthday, there was a lot of preparation going on. We are preparing
to welcome a Savior born to accomplish the salvation of the world. Like your own birthday, we are celebrating
an event that is a life altering occasion. Will you be ready?
Let’s make this Advent the best ever.
Kind personal regards, Father Wayne C. Genereux
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This Week In Worship

ATTENTION ALL PARISHIONERS:
The Parish directories have arrived!
If you or your family was photographed, your
directory is available for pickup in the Parish office.
Reminders: One directory per family - Directories are
only for those who were photographed.
Office hours are Monday through Friday
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Ask for Kelly or Eileen

This upcoming weekend of December 8th and
9th we will be holding a special second collection
for the Retirement Fund for Religious

1st Sunday of Advent
Sat., December 1
(dec)
Mary Daunais
8:00 a.m.
4:00 p.m. Bob Rogers and Jim Steen (dec)
Sun., December 2 - 1st Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
Nancy Young
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m. Francisco & Maria Barbosa (dec)
Mon., December 3 - Mem. Of St. Francis Xaxier
8:00 a.m. Molly Schaefer & Mary O’Connor (liv)
Tues., December 4
(dec)
Angelo Ferrara
8:00 a.m.
Wed., December 5
Vocations
8:00 a.m.
Thurs., December 6
Julie Ann Knox Amaral (dec)
8:00 a.m.
Fri., December 7 - Mem. Of Saint Ambrose
(liv)
Marty Padula
8:00 a.m.
Sat., December 8 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
8:00 a.m.
(dec)
James Lawler
4:00 p.m.
Sun., December 9 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
(dec)
Edward Crader Jr.
8:00 a.m.
Blessed Trinity Parishioners
9:30 a.m.
(dec)
Lorraine Burque
11:30 a.m.

SACRAMENTS
Matrimony

Have you ever heard of a “Jesse tree?” The Tree of
Jesse is a depiction in art of the ancestors of Christ,
shown in a tree which rises from Jesse of Bethlehem,
the father of King David and is the original use of the
family tree as a schematic representation of a
genealogy.
The Family Faith Formation group has started making
symbols for our own Jesse tree which will be in the
back of the church by the cry room. Each symbol tells
of an event when God made his presence known. There
are about 40 symbols or stories. We will be placing
more on the tree for the first 2 weeks of advent. Please
take time to look at them and perhaps read the scripture
story that goes with it.

Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in
Florida requires at least six months preparation before
marriage. Please call the Parish Office for an appointment
with a parish priest before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child! We
ask that you please call the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.

Thoughts of a
Neophyte
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by Kelly Gallagher
Admin. Assistant

Donations 11/25/18
Offertory Collection
Christmas Flowers
Gift shop
Thanksgiving

$5,579
$631
$296
$1,152

For some people, the approach of the Christmas season means
daily lives are beginning to slow down. There may be a bit of holiday
bustle as they decorate their homes and prepare their guest rooms
$7,658
for company, but vacation days are being used at work and a sense TOTAL:
of holiday peace is beginning to settle in.
Want to try Online Giving?
For others though, this is not the time for peace! Before pursuing Go to our website at btsp.org and click
a career in the church, I worked in retail for a total of 8 years at
the online giving button.
various stores. The Christmas season for retail workers meant stores
opened at 7 a.m. instead of 9, and we were open until 11 at night
instead of 9 p.m. Customers would come into our stores and yell at
us when we ran out of stock of an item that had been in high demand.
Our displays were in a constant state of disarray and so were our
minds. Days were spent helping as many people at a time as we
100%
could while trying to keep the store clean and presentable. I
90%
remember one shift I worked at the makeup store I spent 4 straight
80%
hours on the register ringing out customers, one after the other, with
70%
no break! In spite of all this, all of us on staff still able to keep our
spirits high.
60%
How, you might ask? We simply shared camaraderie with each
Goal:
$101,181 50%
other. We smiled and gave each other a little shoulder squeeze as
$54,697 40%
we walked by. We made cookies and left them in the break room. Paid:
We offered comforting words to one another whenever a particularly
30%
Balance
Due:
$46,484
angry person chose to say hurtful things to one of us. We were
20%
always there for each other, wether it was taking the place of a fellow % to Goal:
54.06% 10%
coworker so they had 5 minutes for a bathroom break and a moment
to refresh their minds or letting a coworker go to the stock room for
a minute to restock a shelf and catch their breath.
Taking those little breaks from the sales floor were so important,
and it’s just as important to take those little breaks in our own personal lives. Advent is a time of waiting, and
not the “time of waiting 10th in line at Starbucks impatiently tapping our foot while checking the time on our
phone so we can hit two more stores before they close” kind of waiting. This is a time of quiet, hopeful anticipation.
Time to still our noisy minds and hearts and make room for more important things. Things like family, a closer
relationship with Jesus and being receptive of the true holiday spirit.
Remember to take those breaks this holiday season, whether it’s reciting a few “Hail Mary’s” until it is your
turn at the checkout counter or smiling and sharing the sincere warmth of the holiday with everyone you encounter,
no matter where you are. Let’s all prepare ourselves to be better friends, people, and Catholics!

ATTENTION SEASONAL
PARISHIONERS:
The boxes of offertory envelopes
for 2019 have arrived! Please pick
them up in the Parish office at your
earliest convenience. Office hours
are Monday through Friday
9 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

The time of year has come for us
to reach out to the poor on the
street! We are currently looking for white socks and personal
hygiene items, preferably in smaller size packaging which is
easier for them to carry. We also can’t forget our community of veterans.
They are looking for books to lift their spirits, or religious books.
Anything else would be appreciated.
We would also like to continue sending cards to those who are unable
to join us for Sunday Masses and are missed. Please consider donating
to the poor. May our prayers be with you always.
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We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

This Week at Blessed Trinity
Sun.

12/2

Mon. 12/3
Tues.
Wed.
Thurs.
Sat.

12/4
12/5
12/6
12/8

10:45 a.m. - Family Faith Formation - FFR
7:00 p.m. - Men’s AA - Rm 4
1:00 p.m. - “Shepherd Me…” retreat - FFR
7:00 p.m. - Prayer Meeting - FFR
9:30 a.m. - Scripture Meeting - FFR
6:30 p.m. - Choir - Music Room
5:00 p.m. - SVDP - Rm 5
7:00 p.m. - Women’s AA

Please call the Parish Office, (727) 867-3663, for information regarding ministries & organizations

Love your
friends &
family each &
every day…
as if it’s your
last opportunity
to do so

In response to
the sexual abuse
scandal in the
clergy:
Please join us for
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament. Every first Friday of
the month for the near future,
after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we
will have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and
benediction at 11:45 a.m. You
might want to pray for healing
and for the victims of the
scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be on
Friday, December 7��.

Christmas Altar Flowers

For those wishing to contribute towards the Altar flowers and the extra musicians, you
may do so in two ways:
1. Use the Christmas Flower Envelope included in your envelope packet.
2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.
The name/s of the donor/s will be listed in the bulletin. Deadline for inclusion of
your name in the Christmas Bulletin is Monday, December 17th. The names listed for
remembrance and honor will be placed on the altar.
Please Check One:
In Honor of

In Memory of

_______________________________________________
Donor’s Name: __________________________________
Donation Amount: $_______________________________

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Anonymous
Antczak, Harriet
Aselage, Karl
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger,
Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Dorothy
Brown, Buck
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Ceci, Shirley
Chris, David
Christ, Jackie
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cramer, David
D’Agostino, Frances

Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Gilberto, Josie
Graeme, Mary
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Harris, Melonie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren
Herman, Mary
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca

Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Irvin, Victoria
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
Leininger, Carol
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mar

McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Mitchell, Stella
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Nuñez, Marleny
O’hara, Debbie
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Remp, Al
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila

Page 7
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Sister Elaine Taylor
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Sue
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Van Dusen, Caroline
Watson, Doug &
Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wilson, Dolores
Wood, Jena

