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The famous image is steeped in spiritual symbols.

The hidden symbolism of Our
Lady of Guadalupe’s image
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When the Blessed Virgin Mary appeared to Juan Diego and imprinted her image
on his tilma, a cactus-fiber mantle, she did so recognizing the local beliefs of the
Aztec people. This led to an image of Our Lady that is full of symbols that were
meant to teach the Aztec people who she was and highlight her closeness to the
local population.

Face and Hair – Instead of the typical “white” Madonna, Our Lady of Guadalupe
appears with the complexion  of the indigenous people. More specifically she
is a mestizo, a combination of Mexican and Spanish, indicating that she is for
all people. Her eyes are cast downwards, indicating to them that she was not a
god and symbolizing humility. The gaze is also one of compassion and motherly
tenderness. Her hair is loose, indicating that she was a virgin maiden.

Mantle and Tunic – The lady wears a rose-tinted tunic with four-petaled flowers imprinted on it, symbolizing the
earth and the four seasons. The rose color may point to the dawn, symbolizing a new era. Around her mantle
is a bluish-turquoise cloak with stars upon it. This is the color of both royalty and the heavens above. She may
not be a god, but she is certainly from heaven.

Ribbon – The black ribbon around her belly indicates that she is with child. Some believe that her appearance
gives evidence that she is about to give birth.

Hands – She is pictured in prayer, showing again that she is not a god, but praying to someone else who is. Her
 knee is slightly bent which could indicate a prayerful dance.
Medallion – A circle medallion is around her neck that is engraved with a cross. This symbolized her consecration

to Jesus Christ.
Sun – Behind the lady are the rays of a sun. This meant she was greater than their Aztec sun god.
Moon – Similarly, she stands upon the moon, showing her superiority to the Aztec moon god and that she is greater

than the night.
Angel – It was believed that angels took the Aztecs’ sacrifices to their gods. In this case, the lady is the sacrifice

given and stands as the perfection of all sacrifices. Also, only royalty were lifted on shoulders, so it again points
to her place in the heavenly court. The angel also has wings that are similar to an eagle’s wings in Aztec

 iconography.

All of this symbolism has an added dimension when viewed in light of Scripture. She is clearly the woman from the
book of Revelation. And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under
her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars; she was with child and she cried out in her pangs of birth, in
anguish for delivery. (Revelation 12:1-2)
Later on in that chapter it even reads, “But the woman was given the two wings of the great eagle that she might fly
from the serpent into the wilderness” (Revelation 12:14). For the people of Mexico, this image was ground-breaking
in symbolism and spoke directly to their culture while teaching them multiple Christian truths.

By: Philip Kosloski, reprinted with per�ission f�om aleteia.org
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The Knights of Columbus are having a special guest at their Sunday pancake
breakfast after the 9:30 a.m. Mass! Join us for food and fellowship and a visit
with Santa on Sunday, December 8th. The breakfast is $7 and includes Breakfast
Casserole, Pancakes, Sausage, Gravy & Biscuits, Fruit Cocktail and your choice
of Orange Juice/Coffee/Tea/Water. Please note that while the breakfast is
occurring at the regular times after 8 and 9:30 a.m. Masses, Mr. And Mrs.
Claus will only be visiting the breakfast after the 9:30 a.m. Mass. All the
proceeds from the Sunday breakfast will be donated to St. Vincent de Paul.
Magnets will also be available for sale. We’ll see you there!

Santa Claus is coming to town - and to Blessed Trinity!

Blessed Trinity’s Holiday Schedule

Thursday, December 12th

7:00 p.m. - Penance Service

Tuesday, December 24th - Christmas Eve
4:00 p.m. - Children’s Christmas Vigil Mass
9:00 pm. - Christmas of the Night & Opening of 60th

Jubilee Year of Faith

Wednesday, December 25th - Christmas Day
Masses at regular Sunday Mass times of 8:00 a.m., 9:30 a.m., and 11:30 a.m.

March for Life St. Augustine Bus Trip
Join people of different faiths, backgrounds and ages from around the state on
Saturday, January 18th, 2020. This one-mile march through beautiful downtown
St. Augustine ends with the keynote speaker in the cathedral square. The
Diocese will be offering a bus trip for the cost of $40/adults and $20/children
(includes boxed lunch). Bus will pick up at St. Catherine of Siena Parish in
Clearwater and at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Seffner. For more information
contact the Office of Life, Justice and Advocacy, 727-344-1611;
dcs@dosp.org. Registration and itinerary available at:
https://www.dosp.org/life/

Come One, Come All, to Hear the Greatest Story!



THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by:
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
727-867-3663
pastor@btsp.org

Fr. Victor Bartolotta’s Concert a Success

We’re very happy to report that because of you, our Parishioners and
community, we were able to raise $2,900 for the Lynn Bartolotta Memorial
Scholarship Fund at USF. Father and all of us at Blessed Trinity deeply
appreciate the attendance and donations of all those who came out to have a
nice evening of music and fellowship with Fr. Victor and his brother.

Christmas Altar Flowers

Just a reminder that we are still accepting donations and names for this year’s
Christmas Altar Flowers. Please have all names submitted to the office by
December 17th to be included in the published insert in the bulletin for
December 22nd. Any names submitted after the date may not appear on the
list in the bulletin, but will still be placed on the Altar during Masses for
Christmas. Thank you to all those who help us to keep the Altar beautifully
decorated for Christmas.

ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at

Blessed Trinity

Welcoming
Our parishioners love meeting
new people and sharing their lives
with others. You’ll also be greeted
by some of the most welcoming
people you’ve ever met at a
Church - and we’re not just
talking about the Hospitality team.

Family Focused
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate
Mass with the community! Our
Family Faith Formation
program invites the whole family
to participate in learning about the
faith.

Dynamic Worship
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by the
community’s full, conscious, and
active participation in the Liturgy.
Our Community loves to
SING!From traditional hymns to
contemporary worship music, the
word of God is proclaimed in a
dynamic fashion. The homilies are
geared towards challenging our
parishioners to become better
Christians.

A Church Unlike Any Other
There’s so much more to talk
about! Our Parish is a wonderful,
dynamic community and we
welcome you to celebrate liturgy
with us this weekend!

It doesn’t matter if this is your first
time, 50th time, or first time in 50
years - know that you always have
a place to worship, and a
community to belong to at Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church.

To learn more, visit
WWW.BTSP.ORG

Formed.org - Free Movies and Shows on demand!

Looking for something
the whole family can
watch? Do you want to
tap deeper into your
faith this Advent and
Christmas season?

Did you know that
Blessed Trinity offers
formed.org for FREE?

1. Go to formed.org and
use parish cofe TJQ622
2. Click “register” and
enter your name, email,
and create a password.
3. That’s it! You’re
ready to deepen your
relationship with God.
We recommend you
start with “Opening the
Word” and “Forgiven.”



This Week In Worship
MASS

SACRAMENTS

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child!
We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism. Office Hours

Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Are You Looking to Receive One of the Seven
Sacraments With Us?

Second Sunday of Advent

  Sat., Dec. 7 - Mem. of St. Ambrose, Bishop & Doctor
  8:00 a.m.  A. Frederick Susi    (dec)
   4:00 p.m.   Yvonne & Edmond Comeau    (dec)
  Sun., Dec. 8 - Second Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m.    Patricia Foley   (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.  Camille Spadaro  (dec)
    & Stephen Lynch  (dec)

  Mon., Dec. 9 - Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
8:00 a.m.  Alice Baker   (dec)
    & Tricia Wood  (dec)

  Tues., Dec. 10
8:00 a.m.  Luigi Rende   (dec)

  Wed., Dec. 11
8:00 a.m.  Vocations

  Thurs., Dec. 12 - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
8:00 a.m.  Mary Daunais   (dec)

  Fri., Dec. 13 - Mem. Of St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
8:00 a.m.  Anna Mae Kovanis (dec)

  Sat., Dec. 14 - Mem. of St. John of the Cross, Priest & Doctor
  8:00 a.m.  Leonard Fron   (dec)

4:00 p.m. James Lawler   (dec)
  Sun., Dec. 15 - Third Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m.  Frank Zaweski   (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.  Helga Jasper   (dec)
    & Jay Holser   (dec)

Join us Sunday,
December 15th from
2:30 - 5:30 p.m. in

Blessed Trinity’s Parish
Center for a free senior
Christmas luncheon!

This event is sponsored
by The Gathering of Women, Inc. All are welcome!
Menu: turkey, ham, dressing, cranberry sauce, salads,
macaroni and cheese, yellow rice, sweet potatoes,
mashed potatoes or potato salad, cornbread or rolls,
coffee, tea, water, punch, apple pie or peach cobbler,
and cheesecake. A candy table will be available for
seniors wishing to partake.

Free Senior Christmas Luncheon!

Come and see the “Giving Tree” in
the back of the church for an
opportunity to share your Blessings
at Christmas with the less fortunate
in our community! The paper

angels, which list toy suggestions,
provide gifts for the children of needy

families in neighborhoods served by our Blessed
Trinity St. Vincent de Paul Society. These are families
we have visited in their homes in the past year.

Toys listed are SUGGESTIONS. All toys should be
age and sex appropriate. All UNWRAPPED GIFTS,
with the angels attached, should be returned by
Monday, December 9th. We will need the time
between December 9th and December 13th to sort and
pack up each family’s gifts which will be
distributed on December 14th.

Cash, checks made out to St Vincent
DePaul and gift cards are welcome;
and can be put in the Poor Box in the
back of the Church. Toys may be left
under the tree or dropped off at the
Parish office during the week.

Thank you and God Bless you
for your generosity.

Come and See the Giving Tree!

This Weekend’s Flowers

In Thanksgiving and in Memor�
Of the Azarewicz & Holley Families



At the time of early publication,
the donation numbers were not
available. Please stay tuned for
updated numbers in the coming

weeks!

Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and

click the online giving button.

How to Donate Your
Required Minimum Distribution to Charity

Direct Gifts from their IRA or tax deferred 401(k)s

If you are 70½ or older you may be interested in a way to lower
the income and taxes from your IRA withdrawals. An IRA
Required Minimum Distribution to charity is a way you can save
on taxes and help your parish.

Benefits of an IRA Direct Distribution
● Avoid taxes on transfers of up to $100,000 from your IRA

to our organization
● Satisfy your required minimum distribution for the year
● Reduce your taxable income, even if you do not itemize

deductions
● Make a gift that is not subject to the deduction limits on

charitable gifts
● Help further the work and mission of our parish

How to make your IRA Charitable Distribution
1. Contact your IRA plan administrator to make a gift from your

IRA to us.
2. Your IRA funds will be directly transferred to the charitable

organization you select. (We hope you pick us!)

Normally you will be instructed to fill out a form. On the form
you would write in the charity’s name. In our case you should
name: “Gregory L. Parks, as Bishop of the Diocese of St.
Petersburg, and his successors in office, a Corporation Sole.”
Now that’s quite a line. Call me if you forget.

Then somewhere on the form make a note that the gift is:
“For the use of Blessed Trinity Catholic Church”

Have your donation sent to:
Office of the Bishop

Diocese of St. Petersburg
PO Box 40200

St. Petersburg, FL 33743-0200

The Bishop’s Office will make sure that your generosity is given
to Blessed Trinity. If your plan person tells you different I can
help. Simply call me at 867-3663 and I will talk, or email them,
or defer their questions to the Diocese. I am happy to help in any
way I can. Thank you to those parishioners who have already
given their gift in this way. It is a wonderful and welcome
donation. May God bless you!

Money Matters

“Money Matters” is written by:
Eileen Plasse, Parish Manager
727-867-3663
ETP@btsp.org

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
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40%
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20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $41,197
Paid: $46,188

What is the Second
Collection For?

This week’s second collection is for
the Retirement Fund for Religious.

The second collection on
December 15th will be for APA.



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

Sun. 12/8 9:00 a.m. K of C Pancake
Breakfast w/ Santa

Parish Center

10:45 a.m. Family Faith Catechesis  Courtyard Hall
7:00 p.m. Men’s AA Room 4

Mon. 12/9 7:00 p.m. Prayer Meeting FFR
Wed. 12/11 6:00 p.m. Choir Choir Room
Thurs. 12/12 7:00 p.m. Penance Service Church

Sat. 12/14 7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Room 4

Ongoing
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care

 4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, 33713

For those wishing to contribute towards the Altar flowers, you may do so in two ways:
1. Use the Christmas Flower Envelope included in your envelope packet.

2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.

The name/s of the donor/s will be
listed in the bulletin. Deadline for
inclusion of your name in the
Christmas Bulletin is Monday,
December 17th. The names listed
for remembrance and honor will be
placed on the altar.

Please Check One:
   In Honor of       In Memory of

_______________________________________________

Donor’s Name: __________________________________

Donation Amount: $_______________________________

Please join us for
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Every first Friday of
the month for the near

future, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we
will have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and benediction
at 10:00 a.m. You might want to
pray for healing and for the victims
of the scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.

Our next Adoration will be on
Friday, January 3rd

Healing for Our
Suffering Church

Before we celebrate the Holy Season of Christmas, we
invite you to prepare your hearts and homes by
participating in the first-ever Advent Prayer Project with

Bishop Gregory Parkes. Participants will be guided in prayer
by a video with Bishop Parkes each day of Advent. This
project desires to help all Catholics increase their prayer
life and grow closer to Jesus Christ. Prayer is the

foundation for our relationship with the Lord. Will you join us on this
journey through the Advent Season as we seek to grow closer to the Heart
of Jesus?
To sign up, visit www.dosp.org/adventprayer or text Prayer2019 to 84576
to receive the prayer via text message.

Start a New Tradition This Year! Updated Diocesan Website
The Diocese of St. Petersburg
announces the launch of a new
website that is easier to navigate,
beautifully designed and mission-
focused. The new website also
incorporates more photos and videos
to showcase the beauty and vitality of
our Catholic faith. You can find news
about our local Church, upcoming
events, a directory of parishes,
schools, offices and ministries, plus
learn more about our Catholic faith.
Visit www.dosp.org.



Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Hepp, Loren

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown, Dorothy
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Cavaliere, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cohn, Joan
Congiu, Rita
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina

Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sclafani, Francesco
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth




