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Third Sunday of Advent

Christmas highlights Jesus' personal love for you

Philip Kosloski

Jesus loved you so much that he came into this world as a little child.
Why did Jesus come into this world? Have you ever thought that he came into this world for
you, in a personal way, that he had you in his mind?
We don’t always remember that Jesus didn’t
simply come into this world for all of us in a
general way, but more importantly, he was
born in a stable for each one of us in a personal way. He knew about us and chose to suffer so that we might have life.
St. Francis de Sales reflects on this kind of personal love in his book, Introduction to the Devout Life.
Be sure, my daughter, that the Heart of our
most Dear Lord beheld you … and loved
you, and by that Love He won for you all good things which you were ever to have, and
amongst them your good resolutions.
Jesus knew us before we were even born and called us by name, doing everything on earth for
our salvation.
Of a truth we have all reason like Jeremiah to confess that the Lord knew us, and
called us by our name ere ever we were born, the more that His Divine Goodness in its Love and Mercy made ready all things, general and individual, which
could promote our salvation.
We should never forget that God loves us individually, not simply part of a large mass of human beings.
Surely we ought ever to remember this, and ask fervently: Is it possible that I was
loved, and loved so tenderly by my Savior, that He should have thought of me
individually, and in all these details by which He has drawn me to Himself?
With what love and gratitude ought I to use all He has given me?
This Christmas, think about the beauty of Jesus coming into the manger for you, reaching out
his little hands so that he could touch your heart.
Reprinted with permission from aleteia.org
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Third Sunday of Advent

Rejoice in the Lord Always!
“You shall see, and your heart shall rejoice; your bodies shall
flourish like the grass; and it shall be known that the hand of the
Lord is with his servants.” (Isaiah 66:14)
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oday is “Gaudete” Sunday, the Sunday to rejoice. For the entrance song of the Eucharist we sang the words of St. Paul:
“Rejoice, again I say rejoice. The Lord is very near.” This feast
day gives Advent its true character. It is indeed primarily a season
of joy. It is not, like Lent, primarily a time of penance. There is too
much anticipation for that. All-overriding is the experience of joy.
We are joyful already now because we know that the Lord will
come. Our expectation leads to joy and our joy to a desire to give
to others. Real joy always wants to share. It belongs to the nature
of joy to communicate itself to others and to invite others to take
part in the gifts we have received.
Advent is indeed a time of joyful waiting and joyful giving. How
much this mood is also part of our whole society. The period before Christmas has that remarkable quality of joy that seems to
touch not only Christians but all who live in our society. When
you, as a Westerner, live in another society, such as the Japanese
society, where Advent and Christmas do not exist as universal
events, you realize the lack of this joyful anticipation most painfully.

Jesus, help me rejoice knowing that you are always coming
more fully into our world.

December 13, 2020
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Stewardship Prayer
O Divine Giver of all gifts,
grant us the daily graces we
need to follow closely in the
footsteps of Jesus in the way we
live out our lives and make use
of our gifts.

Daily, may we renew with You
our small part of the world by
allowing Your will to be accomplished in and through us.
Help us to trust in Your love for
us and to grow in our fidelity
and relationship with You.
We thank You for the trust You
place in us as stewards of our
personal gifts. May the Holy
Spirit guide us in placing our
time, talent and treasure at the
service of each other so that
together we may faithfully witness the Christian message and
thus become Your holy people.
Amen

Advent Prayer Project:
Receive Encouragement
and Hope

Guess who was on Santa’s Good List a few years ago?

Prepare for the birth of Jesus by
reflecting on your faith journey
with short inspirational messages sent to your email each day!
You are invited to sign up to
receive a daily “Be Courageous” reflection on Courageously Living the Gospel presented by writers from around
the Diocese of St. Petersburg,
including Bishop Gregory
Parkes. Sign up to be courageous, visit www.dosp.org/
reflection.

This Week in Worship
Are You Looking to
Receive One of the
Seven Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony

Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage. Please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for an
appointment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the Baptism
of your child! We ask that you
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for
information regarding the PreBaptism Class before scheduling
a Baptism.

Office Hours

Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Website Mass
The church is open for our
regular schedule of Masses.
Recognizing that many will
still be unable to attend Mass
we will continue to record
the Mass and upload it to the
website. To view the Mass go
to our website: btsp.org and
click on the red words to start
the video. The recorded Mass
is from the Saturday vigil.

We are very grateful to Brent
Beauchamp who has been
volunteering his services to
record the Mass each week.
Thank you Brent for your
continued support.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 12, Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe
4:00 p.m.
Comeau and LaRosa Families (Liv and Dec)
Sunday, December 13 Third Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m.
Francesco Sclafani (Dec)
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
11:30 a.m.
William Isaac (Dec)

Monday, December 14, Memorial of Saint John of the Cross, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
8:00 a.m.
Vincent Sclafani and Family (Liv)
Tuesday, December 15, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
Frank Zaweski (Dec)
Wednesday, December 16, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
For Vocations
Thursday, December 17, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
Lucy Beddoe (Dec)
Friday, December 18, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
Laura Sacks (Liv)
Saturday, December 19, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
Francesco Sclafani (Dec)
4:00 p.m.
Bernice Kmet (Dec)
Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m.
Marsha Holzer (Liv)
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
11:30 a.m.
William Isaac (Dec)
Correction for Mass December 6, 2020 at11:30am
The Intention was for Francisco and Maria Barbosa

Prayer/Offertory
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Weekly Giving
Online Giving November 30December 6
Offertory
$ 1,775
Building Fund
$ 140
December 6, 2020
Offertory
$ 6,735
Christmas Flowers
$ 746
Employee Appreciation $ 537
Other
$ 180
Gift Shop
$ 132

Thank you for your generosity!

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD
IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS
A Constant Companion
As Christians, we are called to a life of prayer. This is not just during
seasons like Advent, but all year long. When we talk about being prayerful everyday stewards, we are speaking about cultivating an awareness
of God being with us at all times. Each day we begin by offering God
the entirety of our day. Each night we rest in Him and hope that the
hours that passed gave Him glory.
During this busy time of Advent, it is hard to cultivate this life of prayer,
but without it we can too easily lose sight of the reason for the season. It
is during this time of year we need to heed the words of St. Paul more
than ever when he wrote to the Thessalonians, “Rejoice always. Pray
without ceasing.” This is how we will be able to avoid the pitfalls of
consumerism and secularism and keep our eyes fixed on Jesus.
Bring Jesus with you into the office Christmas party. Take him with you
shopping for gifts in the department store. Be aware of him when you sit
down to watch television specials you have seen every year of your life.
Give him all your time and let his presence fill your every moment. By
striving to be connecting with Jesus at all times, you will bear greater
fruit and the joy you experience will be much greater than you could
imagine. You might even spend a few less dollars and spend more time
with those you love, particularly the one who loves you the most, the
Incarnation himself.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LPi
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911 Program

FORMED What to Watch
Discover all the best Catholic content in one place.
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio dramas, and a great selection of popular e-books—all just a click
away!
It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you! formed.org
TJQ622 access code

Our Parish Family is invited to
carry on the effort to save the lives
of the most vulnerable in society,
those helpless unborn babies who
are scheduled to die at All Women's Health Center, 4131 Central
Avenue. Our "911 PROGRAM"
simply means praying for those
little ones during the hours of 9-11
every Saturday morning, in front
of the clinic.
No written commitment is required, this is a very informal gettogether where Parishioners can
pray individually or with a group.
You are invited to be comfortable
while praying, please bring a lawn
chair.
Need A Ride? Questions or comments, please contact Rich or
Lynn at 727-258-7406 or rmaloney67@gmail.com
Cyndee and Larry at 239-2187798: Cathy at 646-552-8015:
Marilyn at 727-867-2390

Send in Your Advent Photos
We invite you to share photos of how you and/or your parish prepare for
the birth of Jesus Christ. Photos will be shared in a special online photo
album posted on the diocesan website and Facebook page. Please email
your photos to socialmedia@dosp.org or publicly post them on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram with the hashtag #DOSPAdvent. Photos
will be added to the album as they are received throughout Advent.

Advent Men’s Retreat
Fr. Steven “Chuck” Dornquast, Director of Vocations, is offering an
Advent Men’s Retreat on Saturday, December 19, 2020 from 10 am –
7:30 pm at the Bethany Center, 18150 Bethany Center Dr., in Lutz.
Men, ages 15-35 are invited to attend. There is no cost to you, however, please be sure to RSVP to hlv@dosp.org. If you have any questions,
please contact the Office of Vocations at (727) 345-3452.
The retreat will be lead by Fr. Rob Cadrecha and the Seminarians from
the Diocese of St. Petersburg.

Magazine Articles
If you wish to put anything in the
weekly parish magazine, please
email any items to be published to
Anne at: bulletinbt@gmail.com.

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Cary, Joan

Cavalieri, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Coston, Stephen
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

Dechering, Msgr. Anton
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Deuel, Fred
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Ditzel, Julie, Mark and
Luke
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Gregg, Joan
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Heylan, Edward H.

Hepp, Loren
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kline, Wayne and Judy
Krieger, Mary
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Annette
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lowery, Judith
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline

Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Meyer, Patricia
Monahan, Sheila
Moore, Richard A.
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Nicholson, Maria
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Oliphant, Brian
Pezzulo, Irene
Phillips, James
Pope, Stoney
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Quinn, Timothy
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
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Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Rudy, Fr. Richard
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schaefer, Jake
Schneider, Mary Jo
Seaquist, Tim
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Tamalavitch, Al
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Thuline, James
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Amanda
Watson, Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Williford, Joan & Frank
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth

