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Fourth Sunday of Advent

During these challenging times
Christ the Savior fills our hearts with Peace and
gives hope to a restless searching Humanity.

“T

he moods of the Christmas Season are many and wondrous. They speak of joy
and of hope, of laughter and of love, of warmth and of peace-on-earth, good
will to all people. And it is, in consequence a time of good feeling. It is in more personal terms, that annual magnet that pulls families warmly together from all the far
corners of the earth, whether the journey is made physically or only in spirit. And it is
the children’s day, that magic day when their wildest dreams come alive.” (1)
Continued next page

Thoughts Worth Sharing
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“O

nce again we tell the ancient story of a baby, born
into poverty and persecution, whose destiny it was to
lift the iron burden of despair from his fellow man. In the 21
centuries that have transpired since that sacred moment of his
birth, mankind has never been free of the scourge of war and
the ravages of disease, illiteracy, and hunger. Yet the star of
Bethlehem burns in our hearts with a warmth that is not diminished by the years or discouraged by our failures.” (2)
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“F

rom Bethlehem a stream of light, life, love, and truth
spread through the Centuries. If we look to the saints
… we see this flood of goodness, this of light kindled ever
anew by the mystery of Bethlehem, by a God who became a
child.” (3)

“L

et’s all vow to make this Christmas & Hanukkah- the
Feast of Lights, a time of giving something personal
… something meaningful … something that will enhance the
recipient’s growth … something that can be cherished for
years to come.” (4)

“L

et us put aside our frustrations of the year that is
drawing toward its close, and allow the spirit of the
Christmas and Hanukkah Season, to direct our hearts toward
a unifying goal of peace and brotherly love in our journey
through life. Let your life convince the poor the suffering, the
weak and the homeless, that there is a Merry Christmas and
Hanukah, for all the world’s children every day in the New
Year. The Prince of Peace cometh to all who love.” (4)
On behalf of our staff. And clergy who help with our Liturgies: Fr. Jack
McDowell, OFM, Father Victor Bartolotta, Father Anthony Fortunato,
O.de M., and Rev. Mr. Lionel Roberts, Retired, and Rev. Mr. William
Lovelace.

Kind personal regards,

Father Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
The Christmas Message was composed in the early 1970’s when I was studying at Ferris State University in
Michigan. It is a collection of many Christmas messages I have received and edited over the years. It was
recently update December 10, 2020. Credits (1) Christmas Magic: Hugo Winterhalter. RCA LP Record
Album, 1960’s. (3) Presidential Address by Lyndon B. Johnson at the lighting of the National Christmas
Tree 1960’s ( 3) Pope Benedict XVI, 2007 Christmas Message (4) Unknown (5) Woodbridge Nathan Ferris,
Founder of Ferris State University in a message to his students around 1884.
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Anticipating Christmas Joy
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”
Romans 15:13
During the last week of Advent it seems as if the liturgy can no
longer hide the excitement about the coming of the Lord and
bursts forth in anticipatory joy. During Vespers the “O” antiphons
ex- press unrestrained exhilaration. “O Wisdom that proceeds
from the mouth of the Most High, O Adonai and leader of the
House of Is- rael, O Root of Jesse who stands as the ensign of the
peoples, O Key of David and Scepter of the House of Israel, O
Orient, Splendor of eternal light, O King of nations, the One for
whom they long, O Emmanuel, the Expectation and Savior of the
nations—come to us, O Lord, Our God.” Every evening between
December 17 and 24 a new “O” is sung and, slowly, waiting and
welcoming, expecting and seeing, hoping and receiving, future
and present merge into one song of praise to the Lord who has visited his people.
The Gospel passages read during Mass all talk about the events
before Jesus’ birth and the people ready to receive him. In the other readings Isaiah heaps prophecy on prophecy to strengthen and
deep- en our hope, and the songs, lessons, commentaries, and antiphons all compete in their attempt to set the stage for the Lord
who is to come. This last week is indeed a happy one.
Jesus, help me share the excitement of your coming into our lives
anew.
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Stewardship Prayer
O Divine Giver of all gifts,
grant us the daily graces we
need to follow closely in the
footsteps of Jesus in the way we
live out our lives and make use
of our gifts.

Daily, may we renew with You
our small part of the world by
allowing Your will to be accomplished in and through us.
Help us to trust in Your love for
us and to grow in our fidelity
and relationship with You.
We thank You for the trust You
place in us as stewards of our
personal gifts. May the Holy
Spirit guide us in placing our
time, talent and treasure at the
service of each other so that
together we may faithfully witness the Christian message and
thus become Your holy people.
Amen

Advent Prayer Project:
Receive Encouragement
and Hope
Prepare for the birth of Jesus by
reflecting on your faith journey
with short inspirational messages sent to your email each day!
You are invited to sign up to
receive a daily “Be Courageous” reflection on Courageously Living the Gospel presented by writers from around
the Diocese of St. Petersburg,
including Bishop Gregory
Parkes. Sign up to be courageous, visit www.dosp.org/
reflection.

This Week in Worship
Are You Looking to
Receive One of the
Seven Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony

Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months preparation before marriage. Please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office for an
appointment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the Baptism
of your child! We ask that you
please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for
information regarding the PreBaptism Class before scheduling
a Baptism.

Office Hours

Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Website Mass
The church is open for our
regular schedule of Masses.
Recognizing that many will
still be unable to attend Mass
we will continue to record
the Mass and upload it to the
website. To view the Mass go
to our website: btsp.org and
click on the red words to start
the video. The recorded Mass
is from the Saturday vigil.

We are very grateful to Brent
Beauchamp who has been
volunteering his services to
record the Mass each week.
Thank you Brent for your
continued support.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 19, Advent Weekday
4:00 p.m.
Bernice Kmet (Dec)
Sunday, December 20, Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m.
Marsha Holzer (Liv)
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
11:30 a.m.
William Isaac (Dec)

Monday, December 21, Saint Peter Canisius
8:00 a.m.
Sean Peters Family (Liv)
Tuesday, December 22, Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
Merlene & Lionel 58 Year Wedding Anniversary
Wednesday, December 23, Saint John of Kanty
8:00 a.m.
For Vocations and
A. Frederick Susi (Dec)
Thursday, December 24, Late Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m.
Ann Deakins and Family (Dec)
4:00 p.m.
For Parishioners
9:00 p.m.
John Cardinal Foley (Dec) and
Leonard Fron (Dec)
Friday, December 25, Feast of the Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
8:00 a.m.
Nance Young (Dec)
9:30 a.m.
Jay (Dec) and Marcia (Liv) Holser
11:30 a.m.
Bill Masler (Dec)
Saturday, December 26, Feast of Saint Stephen,
8:00 a.m.
For Answered Prayers
4:00 p.m.
John Isom (Dec)
Sunday, December 27, The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
8:00 a.m.
Nance Young (Dec)
9:30 a.m.
For Parishioners
11:30 a.m.
Martin Donahue (Dec)

Prayer/Offertory
Weekly Giving
Our offertory totals will be reported in next week’s magazine.

Thank you for your generosity!
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EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD
IN YOUR ORDINARY
MOMENTS
The Journey
Advent comes along every year
and will continue to do so until
Jesus returns. As this season
draws to a close, we can each ask
ourselves, “Am I now any better a
disciple of Jesus Christ and more
of a steward of all my gifts than
before the Advent season started?’
I have been on this earth for 40+
years. I have had 40+ Advents to
draw closer to God and to work
on taking more seriously my baptismal call. Some have gone better
than others, but I would like to
think my spiritual life progressed
at least a small amount during
each of them.
Conversion is a process. Stewardship is about a way of living and it
is about more than simply being
generous when a situation calls
for it. Stewardship and conversion
go hand-in-hand and we are always moving closer to holiness in
Jesus Christ. Living in this way
takes practice and commitment. If
this Advent didn’t go as you had
hoped, remember is not really an
end. It is just another step along
your journey.

FORMED What to Watch
Discover all the best Catholic content in one place.
Entertaining movies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio dramas, and a great selection of popular e-books—all just a click
away!
It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you! formed.org
TJQ622 access code

This Christmas, while you are giving and receiving gifts and hopefully spending time with those
you love, may you take the time to
cherish the true gift that came to
us over 2000 years ago and continues to call us to this day: Jesus.
Let us be grateful beyond measure
for this gift above all gifts, let us
continue on our journey, and let
our lives give testimony to the one
who leads us.
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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Family Movie Night
Looking for some classic Christmas movies
to watch with your family? Check out this
curated list from the movie review team at
Catholic News Service.
The following movies have been evaluated by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops according to artistic merit and moral suitability. The reviews include the
USCCB rating, the Motion Picture Association of America rating, and a
brief synopsis of the movie. Browse your TV listings, video store
shelves, or your movie service website to find one of these classic gems
and recent favorites to share with your family.
The Bells of St. Mary’s (1945)
Director Leo McCarey’s sequel to “Going My Way” (1944) pulls out all
the emotional stops in a sugary confection that takes happy-go-lucky
Father O’Malley (Bing Crosby) to a poor parish with a crumbling
school run by overworked Sister Benedict (Ingrid Bergman). Though
their conflicting views on education have less to do with the plot than
the chasm between their personal relations, Bergman’s shining performance as the idealistic nun is still worth watching. Sentimental yet
warm picture of Catholic life in an age of innocence. (A-I) (NR)
The Bishop’s Wife (1947)
A debonair, smartly tailored angel (Cary Grant) uses his heavenly
powers to help the neglected wife (Loretta Young) of a busy Episcopalian bishop (David Niven) renew her husband’s ministry to those in
need rather than in raising the money for a new cathedral. Director
Henry Koster’s sentimental Christmas fable has the virtue of a good
script, sincere performances and some amusing moments with
Grant’s angelic powers and Monty Wooley as a softhearted old cynic.
Most of the family will find it charming entertainment. (A-II) (NR)

911 Program
Our Parish Family is invited to
carry on the effort to save the lives
of the most vulnerable in society,
those helpless unborn babies who
are scheduled to die at All Women's Health Center, 4131 Central
Avenue. Our "911 PROGRAM"
simply means praying for those
little ones during the hours of 9-11
every Saturday morning, in front
of the clinic.
No written commitment is required, this is a very informal gettogether where Parishioners can
pray individually or with a group.
You are invited to be comfortable
while praying, please bring a lawn
chair.
Need A Ride? Questions or comments, please contact Rich or
Lynn at 727-258-7406 or rmaloney67@gmail.com
Cyndee and Larry at 239-2187798: Cathy at 646-552-8015:
Marilyn at 727-867-2390

A Christmas Carol (2009)
Lavish, well-crafted but frequently eerie 3-D animated adaptation of
Charles Dickens’ classic 1843 novella in which miserly misanthrope
Ebenezer Scrooge (voice of Jim Carrey) is urged to change his ways
by the tortured specter of his late business partner (voice of Gary Oldman) and by the ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Yet to Come
(all voiced by Carrey). Though free of objectionable content, and unabashed about the Christian context of its
conversion story, writer-director Robert Zemeckis’ largely
faithful retelling features images and special effects likely
to disturb the most sensitive youngsters. (A-I) (PG)

More suggestions can be found at
https://catholiccurrent.org/living-the-faith/classic-christmas-movies/

Magazine Articles
If you wish to put anything in the
weekly parish magazine, please
email any items to be published to
Anne at: bulletinbt@gmail.com.

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Cary, Joan

Cavalieri, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Congiu, Rita
Coston, Stephen
Dawson, Anthony Peter
Deacon Lionel Roberts

Dechering, Msgr. Anton
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Deuel, Fred
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Ditzel, Julie, Mark and
Luke
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Gregg, Joan
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Heylan, Edward H.

Hepp, Loren
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin & Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Kline, Wayne and Judy
Krieger, Mary
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Annette
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lowery, Judith
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve
Mark, Jacqueline

Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Meyer, Patricia
Monahan, Sheila
Moore, Richard A.
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Nicholson, Maria
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Oliphant, Brian
Pezzulo, Irene
Phillips, James
Pope, Stoney
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Quinn, Timothy
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
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Marlene
Rosa, Joe & Nina
Rudy, Fr. Richard
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Schaefer, Jake
Schneider, Mary Jo
Seaquist, Tim
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Thuline, James
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Amanda
Watson, Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Williford, Joan & Frank
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth

