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No matter how big a mess surrounds us, a strong family will always overcome.

3 Lessons from the Holy Family to help our
own families thrive in the coming year

By: Fr. Michael Rennier

As I type this, my six children are in the midst of a post-Christmas frenzy. The toddler is jumping on a mini-trampoline while
rocking a unicorn-themed dress. The baby has had it with various family gatherings and is vocally making her position known.
The boys are using a remote-controlled tyrannosaurus rex to attack an unsuspecting Lego beach village. Packages of batteries
are everywhere. Shrieks of delight and holiday songs are intermingling with jealous fights over new treasures. I’m tuning it
out and getting to down to work at my laptop. I have an ability to ignore the children that I consider a virtue, but I wouldn’t
blame my wife if she considered it a vice, because I often miss very obvious moments when parental intervention would be
inordinately helpful.

This is all to say that being a member of a family is a true blessing, but also has its challenges. Siblings fall into disagreements,
spouses have rough patches, people don’t feel heard so they yell, kids test their limits and think their parents treat them
unfairly. As we grow and mature together, we (hopefully) don’t fight over toys as much, but life still finds a way to test the
familial bond. We love each other, but that doesn’t mean we don’t push every last button and get on every last nerve.

All families face difficulties. How do we stay together? Even more importantly, how do we not only stay together but thrive
and enjoy each other? How can we grow together and make each other better?

Today is the celebration of the Holy Family, which is a helpful reminder that the family Christ was born into on Christmas
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morning had its own, intense set of
challenges. Not only did they end up
with the craziest home-birth story of all
time, but they quickly ended up fleeing
to Egypt as refugees. Anyone who has
traveled with a small child knows it
isn’t easy. Imagine the stress and
danger of traveling by donkey with a
screaming baby. Remember, too, that
because of the way the pregnancy came
about, Joseph and Mary had a
misunderstanding that almost led to
their engagement being called off. And
Joseph learned soon enough that his
future was going to be unique.

The Holy Family not only survived,
however — they thrived. Here are some
examples from their experience that
will help us do the same …

Give and deserve trust
The fact that we know our family better
than anyone actually makes it hard to
trust them sometimes because we tend
to show the worst side of our personality to those closest to us. It’s akin to the phenomena
where your child stays at a friend’s house and then helps wash dishes after dinner, when
you know for a fact that they have never ever dreamed of washing a dish at home. It’s a
strange fact of life that we are more likely to behave negatively with those we should
love the most.
However, the Holy Family shows that it doesn’t have to be that way. They always gave
each other the benefit of the doubt. Take, for instance, Joseph trusting Mary’s explanation
for her pregnancy, or their calm reaction after finding Jesus lost in the Temple. In our
families, extending a little trust goes a long way. On the other side, behaving towards
our families in such a way to deserve that trust is a sign of respect that they deserve.

Encourage
I grew up with three brothers. Our life was a constant athletic competition, and I don’t
remember us encouraging each other so much as trying to achieve a dominating victory.
Luckily, our parents helped us mature as we grew up. Our family board games still get
feisty, but it isn’t all-out warfare anymore, and when it comes to really important matters
it’s clear we want the best for each other.
In Mary, we find the perfect example of a mother who encourages her son. For instance,
at the Wedding of Cana, she places her full confidence in him and even convinces the
servants at the party to listen to him. In all the stories about the Holy Family, they’re
never jealous of each other or fighting for attention.

Always stay
In a family, the heroes are the ones who stay. No matter the argument, the frustration,
the disappointment. A strong family never gives up on each other. We see this in how
Mary is present at every moment in her son’s life. She’s there for the triumphs but also
the tragedies. Family never abandons each other no matter how far one of the members
falls. From this safe home environment, each of us is given the courage to go out into
the world with confidence.
In the end, we stay together because we belong to each other, and no matter how big a
mess surrounds us, a strong family will always overcome.
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THOUGHTS WORTH SHARING
By Rev. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor

“Thoughts Worth Sharing” is written by:
Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor
727-867-3663
pastor@btsp.org

ARE YOU

NEW?
What to Expect at

Blessed Trinity

Welcoming
Our parishioners love meeting
new people and sharing their lives
with others. You’ll also be greeted
by some of the most welcoming
people you’ve ever met at a
Church - and we’re not just
talking about the Hospitality team.

Family Focused
If you have children, they are
ALWAYS welcome to celebrate
Mass with the community! Our
Family Faith Formation
program invites the whole family
to participate in learning about the
faith.

Dynamic Worship
Throughout the Mass, you’ll be
encouraged and invigorated by the
community’s full, conscious, and
active participation in the Liturgy.
Our Community loves to
SING!From traditional hymns to
contemporary worship music, the
word of God is proclaimed in a
dynamic fashion. The homilies are
geared towards challenging our
parishioners to become better
Christians.

A Church Unlike Any Other
There’s so much more to talk
about! Our Parish is a wonderful,
dynamic community and we
welcome you to celebrate liturgy
with us this weekend!

It doesn’t matter if this is your first
time, 50th time, or first time in 50
years - know that you always have
a place to worship, and a
community to belong to at Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church.

To learn more, visit
WWW.BTSP.ORG

A Message for the New Year

In a few days the clock of history will strike the important hour at the
moment of the year 2020. We will enter into our 60th Jubilee Year of Faith.
What an exciting moment this offers to all of us as we give thanks to God
for 60 years of parish life.  It this New Year we have the opportunity to
be  Dynamic Catholics, reinvigorating out faith, and courageously live the
Gospel. This is the hope of this Year of Faith that we begin anew. Certainly
not everything we hope to achieve will bear fruit in 365 days. But I implore
you to make every effort to at least begin the process for a new beginning.
In the days ahead we will be making our renewal a priority in our parish
life. What we can achieve as a parish community is limitless regardless
of our ages. We have the potential of the human spirit to redirect our
energies toward making Blessed Trinity a light of hope to a restless
searching humanity in our own parish and community.

As we cross the threshold of the New Year I bring to each of you my
cordial best wishes for a Happy New Year to everyone in the light which
shines out from Bethlehem upon our parish and wider community.

I wish you a year that will bring you closer to God, and filled with peace.
I wish you a year filled with serenity and happiness: May you always be
certain of God’s love for us. As he did over 2000 years ago, Christ comes
today with his saving Gospel to guide the uncertain and faltering steps of
peoples and nations, leading them towards a future of true hope.

I ask Him to bless this moment of festivity and good wishes, that it may
be the promising beginning of a new and bright future for Blessed Trinity
filled with joy and peace. Let us enter the year 2020 with our eyes fixed
on the saving mystery of the Incarnation.

I entrust this year of Faith to Mary Mother of God that we celebrate on
her Solemnity on New Year’s Day. Through her intercession I pray that
we will realize a New Year filled with many possibilities.

Christ, yesterday, today and forever. To him belong time and the ages. To
him be glory and dominion forever and ever, Amen.

Fr. Wayne C. Genereux, Pastor



This Week In Worship
MASS

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
  Sat., Dec. 28 - Feast of the Holy Innocents, martyrs
  8:00 a.m.  Helen Fegley Murray   (dec)

& Maria Antonieta Bustillo (dec)
4:00 p.m.     Jean Morrissey   (dec)

  Sun., Dec. 29 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:00 a.m.  Kelly Jo Brubaker   (dec)

& Gloria Davis   (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.  Jose Bispo     (dec)

& Carlo Calandra   (dec)
  Mon., Dec. 30

8:00 a.m.  A. Frederick Susi   (dec)
    & Patricia Motherway  (dec)

  Tues., Dec. 31
8:00 a.m.     The Lashley Family (liv & dec)

  Wed., Jan. 1 - Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
10:00 a.m.   Vocations

  Thurs., Jan. 2 - Mem. of Sts. Basil the Great & Gregory
        Nazianzen, Bishops & Doctors of the Church

8:00 a.m.      Monica & Jandie Paula (dec)
  Fri., Jan. 3

8:00 a.m.   Chris Roberts    (liv)
  Sat., Jan. 4 - Memorial of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
  8:00 a.m.    Adela F. Hill      (dec)

4:00 p.m.      Katrina Peters    (dec)
  Sun., Jan. 5 - The Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 a.m.  Rosemarie Tumas   (dec)
9:30 a.m.    Blessed Trinity Parishioners
11:30 a.m.  Jay Holser     (dec)

SACRAMENTS

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose Blessed
Trinity Catholic Church for the Baptism of your child!
We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for information
regarding the Pre-Baptism Class before scheduling a
Baptism.

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Office Hours
Mon. - Fri.  9 am - 4 pm

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Are You Looking to Receive One of the Seven
Sacraments With Us?

New Year’s Day Mass
Wednesday, January 1st

New Year’s Day
Solemnity of Mary Mother of God

Mass at 10:00 a.m.

Join Us for Mass in Italiano!
Join us Sunday, December 29th 2019 at 4:00 PM
for Messa in Italiano in Mary’s Chapel, Cathedral
of St. Jude. 5815 - 5th Avenue N., St. Petersburg,
FL, Fr. Arthur Proulx, Rector. Please come to pray
and sing in ITALIANO (Italian) Celebrant: Fr.
Anthony M. Fortunato, O. de M.
(Mercedarian Friar) Questions? Call
by phone: 727 – 347 - 9702

Jubilee Gala Tickets Sold Out!

All tickets for The 60th

Jubilee Year of Faith
Charity Event have
officially sold out!

Thank you for your
continued generosity and support!

Looking for a New Year’s Resolution?
We  are in need of willing parishioners
to visit and bring communion to our
Homebound on Sundays. For more
information, please contact: Aimée
Holley, Sacristan. Call at 727-867-
3663 or email AAH@btsp.org

Catholic Foundation Gala



Free for Our Parishioners! Donations 12/15/19

Offertory Collection     $7,031
Gift Shop           $145
Christmas Flowers        $191
APA            $446
Religious Retirement Fund   $25
Employee Appreciation Bonus    $3

TOTAL:             $7,841
St. Vincent de Paul        $944

Mailed in Donations

Offertory Collection     $1,285
Building Fund       $25
Gala Sponsors       $1,500
Christmas Flowers     $80
Mission Fund       $70
APA         $40

TOTAL:             $3,000

Want  to try Online Giving?
Go to our website at  btsp.org and

click the online giving button.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

Goal: $87,385

Balance Due: $37,229
Paid: $ 50,156

THANK YOU!
On behalf of all the staff at Blessed Trinity,
we would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who contributed to the employee

appreciation bonus for the holiday! We plan
to continue to live up to Blessed Trinity’s Mission
statement; "Using Liturgy and Worship as its
foundation, the Mission of Blessed Trinity is to foster,
through a welcoming atmosphere, growth in formation,
diversity, open communication, recognition, and
outreach to all." We would like to wish everyone a very
happy and healthy new year as we continue to work
hard to support all of you, our parish community.
Thank you!

We are pleased to give you a free subscription to
formed.org. Discover all the best Catholic content in one
place. Entertaining movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks, and a great selection of popular ebooks—
all just a click away! Register today at blessedtrinity.org or
formed.org using parish code TJQ622.



 We’re Catholic . . . It’s What we Do

Sun. 12/22 7:00 p.m. Men’s AA Room 4
Sat. 12/28 7:00 p.m. Women’s AA Room 4

Ongoing
Saturdays 9:00 - 11:00 a.m.

Prayer to End Abortion
All Women’s Health Care

 4131 Central Ave, St. Petersburg, 33713

Please join us for
Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament.
Every first Friday of
the month for the near

future, after the 8:00 a.m. Mass we
will have Eucharistic exposition,
homily, meditation, and benediction
at 10:00 a.m. You might want to
pray for healing and for the victims
of the scandal. Invest one hour with
God, one on one.
Our next Adoration will be

on Friday, January 3rd

Healing for Our
Suffering Church

Pinellas Hope offers a safe, loving, and supportive
living environment for homeless individuals
through our unique model of tents and Hope
Cottages. As the weather has recently turned colder,
especially at night, Pinellas Hope is in desperate
need of warm clothing to help our clients stay healthy
so they can pursue their goals of achieving self-
sufficiency and securing permanent and stable
housing. Pinellas Hope serves over 200 people daily in the shelter and
our supply of jackets, sweaters, gloves, hats, etc. has been depleted and
we are concerned about the welfare of our clients over the next several
months. Please help us help them by donating new or gently used adult
jackets, sweaters, gloves, scarves, hats, etc. We specifically need warm
clothing items for men of all sizes. Bicycles can be dropped off anytime
at Pinellas Hope, 5726 126th Ave. North, Clearwater, FL 33760 or for
pick-up or more information contact Danielle Husband at email
dhusband@ccdosp.org or 813-650-5516. Donate a jacket today - help our
clients stay healthy and warm so they can reach their goals!

 Warm Clothing Desperately Needed for Pinellas Hope

New Year’s Day Mass
Wednesday, January 1st

New Year’s Day
Solemnity of Mary

Mother of God Mass at 10:00 a.m.

Thank You for Your Generosity!
Thank you all for your wonderful support of the Giving
Tree! We were able to provide gifts for many families,
along with happy smiles on Moms’ and Dads’ faces. Our
parishioners support is very much appreciated. God Bless

you all!

What is the Second
Collection For?

The upcoming second collection
on January 5th will be for the
Building Maintenance Fund.

Thank you for
y o u r
c o n t i n u e d
generosity
and support!

You’re Invited!
All are invited to the Night of Praise
and Adoration on January 11, 2020!
There will be  praise and worship,
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament
and Prayer Ministry.
The night will be held at St. Patrick
Catholic Church, 4520 S. Manhattan
Avenue in Tampa at 7 pm.

For more information contact
Monica Bonfe Erickson 813-368-

3866 or visit
freedomtoworshiptampa on

Instagram or Freedom to Worship
on Facebook.

2019 Tax Statement Requests Now Being Accepted
I would like a Tax Statement for 2019

______For my Church donations
_____For donations to St. Vincent dePaul

My name is: ________________________________
Address & Zip Code: _________________________
Phone # ___________________________________

Please fill out and return to the Parish Office or drop
in the Offertory basket.



Hepp, Loren
Heylan, Edward H.
Hildebrand, Bud
Horne, Francesca
Huff, Walt & Carole
Iglesias, Olivia
Infant Ursa
Kantowicz, Jan
Keithly, Claire
Kincaid, Kevin &
Tammie
King, Ada
Kleinberger, Donovan
Kline, Irene
Krieger, Mary
Kwesell, Eugene
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawrence, Sandy
Leath, Bill
Lee, Donald
LeVan, George
Lindsay, Jane
Lucas, Laura
Lyons, Laura
Mack, Jackson
Maharne, Cecile
Mahoney, Colleen
Maitland, Steve

Deacon Lionel Roberts
DeLucca, Rosemary
Detore, Alice
Deuel, Fred
Devyn & Donna
DeZarn, Vickie
Doiron, Gary
Drougelis, Nijole
Favero, Beverly
Fazio, Mary
Feehan, Joe
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferero, Antoinette
Fiedler, Meghan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Forbes, Rahim
Forbes, Tina May
Fr. Jim Klima
Fraser, Sue Chapman
Freda, Eileen
Garcia, Jose M.
Gaskin, Douglas
Genereux, Carol
Graeme, Mary
Griffin, Lynda Butler
Grimberg, Carol
Hamilton, Tom
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara

Adkins, Chantale
Albertson, Michelle
Antczak, Harriet
Arnold, Barbara
Attard, Stephanie
Banks, Cathy
Barry, Marian
Beekman, Connie
Bennett, Elizabeth
Blondheim, Carmen
Bogensberger, Rosemary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Brown, Buck
Brown, Dorothy
Brown III, George
Brown, Shaquita
Browning, Rea
Bruce, Phil
Buckwald, Diane
Carfora, Palma
Cavaliere, Lois
Ceci, Shirley
Chavez, John
Chris, David
Christ, Kathryn
Cline, Wayne
Cohn, Joan
Congiu, Rita
Dawson, Anthony Peter

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound
Mark, Jacqueline
Marois, Mary
McGarry, Jean
McManus, Elly
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Merchant, Geraldine
Merchant, Rhoda
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Monahan, Sheila
Morton, Donna Abby
Murdock, Cheryl & Evan
Neumann, Janet
Nichols, Robert
Noguez, Armida
Nuñez, Marleny
Pezzulo, Irene
Pope, Stoney
Post, Michael
Privitera, Sandy
Ramsey, Gerald
Ray, Terry
Reardon, Kevin
Reardon, Kara
Reed, Edward, Jr.
Rivera, Joel
Reyes, Nila
Robinson, Agnes
Romani, Angelo &
Marlene

Rosa, Joe & Nina
Sanders, Kimberly
Sanders, Marilyn
Sclafani, Francesco
Sharp, Jennett
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Sheridan, Samantha
Simpson, Rose
Smith, Anita
St. Pierre, Rick
Stankiewicz, Cy
Storey, Barbara
Thompson, Bill
Thompson, Susan
Thore, Isabelle
Timm, Carol & Linda
Vishnisky, Wayne
Watson, Doug &  Claire
Whalen, Dorothy
Wohlman, Fred
Wood, Jena
Youngman, Ruth




