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Four Saints who
served in the military

On Veterans Day we also remember those holy
people who chose to be a beacon of light in the
midst of war.

On November 11 each year we celebrate Veter-
ans Day, the day our country honors military vet-
erans who served in the United States Armed
Forces. The history of the national holiday dates
back to 1918, when it originated as Armistice
Day.

On that day, “on the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918, an armistice, or temporary cessation
of hostilities, was declared between the Allied nations and Germany in the First World War, then known as
‘the Great War.” Commemorated as Armistice Day beginning the following year, November 11 became a le-
gal federal holiday in the United States in 1938. In the aftermath of World War II and the Korean War, Armi-
stice Day became Veterans Day, a holiday dedicated to American veterans of all wars.”

It is a day when we thank those who have served our country, but also pray that we will some day live in a
world without war.

The Catechism states, “The fifth commandment forbids the intentional destruction of human life. Because of
the evils and injustices that accompany all war, the Church insistently urges everyone to prayer and to action
so that the divine Goodness may free us from the ancient bondage of war. All citizens and all governments are
obliged to work for the avoidance of war” (CCC 2307-2308).

At the same time the Church allows, “as long as the danger of war persists and there is no international au-
thority with the necessary competence and power, governments cannot be denied the right of lawful self-
defense, once all peace efforts have failed” (CCC 2308).

It is a tricky issue, one that the Church has had to grapple with over the ages. Throughout the years there have
been many holy men and women who had to discern what the best course of action should be in the face of
armed conflict. Here are four such examples of saints who, through military service, chose to be a beacon of
light in the midst of war.

Saint Joan of Arc

At a young age, Joan heard the voices of St. Michael, St. Catherine of Alexandria and St. Margaret of Antioch
instructing her to “be good” and “go to church.” However, as she grew older these voices began to direct her
towards the fierce war between France and England. They told her that she must help Charles VII secure the
throne at Reims and even lead the French armies into battle.

Taking up this mission, Joan dismissed the camp followers — prostitutes, gamblers, and others — who dis-
tracted the disheartened army and urged the soldiers to go to confession and attend Mass. Joan’s leadership

Continued on page 6
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Veterans and First Responders
Breakfast

Sponsored by
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church and the Knights of Columbus
(This event is being held at Blessed Trinity’s Parish Hall)

Sunday, November 6, 2022

8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Mass of Thanksgiving for their Service
Breakfast in the Parish Hall following both Masses

Veterans and First Responders Free
Tickets are $7.00 per person

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church

1600 54™ Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL.
727-867-3663

.

i AVE
L"kg}’k Save the Date!
Upcoming Parish Mission

National Catholic speaker, singer, and recording artist
Paul Koleske will present a Parish Mission on Novem-
ber 13, 14, and 15 at 7:00pm in the church.

The theme of the Mission is "Igniting the Light of Christ
Within You and Transforming Your Life."


http://btsp.org/

Thoughts Worth Sharing
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FAITHFUL

Thirty-second Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time
2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14 | 2 Thes 2:116—3:5 | Lk 20:27-38

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

My colleague grew up playing a lot of basketball, and she has pointed
out the obvious: Despite the fact that the hoop is much larger than the
ball, and there is a very large backboard behind it, it can be very easy to
miss a shot. Depending on where you are on the floor, you have to set
your sights on, and aim the ball toward, a very specific place in space
or on the glass. The king in the first reading and the Sadducees in the
Gospel are shooting airballs. Each one of them is, literally, not seeing
the right goal. In answering the Sadducees’ questions, Jesus challeng-
es their assumptions - not about marriage, but about life after death:
“Those who are deemed worthy to attain to the coming age and to the
resurrection of the dead ... can no longer die ... they are the children of
God ... and he is not God of the dead, but of the living.” Something even
greater, beyond human understanding, awaits. The seven brothers who
experienced horrible deaths rather than violate God'’s law knew that.
We, too, hold onto hope that we will be among the living whom Jesus
describes. In the meantime, we can place our trust in Jesus and focus on
living according to the example he set for us. We may not know exactly
what life after death will look and feel like, but we can trust the psalm-
ist's words: “Lord, when your glory appears, my joy will be full.”

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

| like to run races of various distances, and one of my favorite things is
seeing the fun posters people hold up (“This is a lot of work for a free
banana”) and hearing shouts of encouragement. Even more powerful,
of course, is the encouragement of friends and family members as we
face challenges or difficulties. So it’s heartening to hear from St. Paul
that we can count on Jesus and the Father as a source of “everlast-
ing encouragement and good hope.” Again we are reminded that we
cannot - and should not have to - do it alone. Instead, we can join Paul
in asking God to “encourage [our] hearts and strengthen them in every
good deed and word.” In turn, we can encourage others in their faith
and daily lives, seeking to reflect God’s love to those we encounter.

ACTION ' One positive thing about social media is the way it allows
us to lift one another up through a simple “Like” or comment. In the
same way that we “connect” with others on social media, our kind, en-
couraging words and Christian example in our comments can connect
others to Jesus and his Church.




This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Special Mass Time

Thanksgiving, November 24, Mass
will be at 9:00am and there will be
no 8:00am Mass.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, November 5, Weekday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Jim Lawler & Pat Sullivan (Dec)

Sunday, November 6, The Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Sandy Lawrence (Dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Marlene Romani (Dec)

Monday, November 7, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Marlene Romani (Dec)
Tuesday, November 8, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Jon Vandelaare (Dec)

Wednesday, November 9, Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran
Basilica in Rome

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, November 10, Memorial of Saint Leo the Great, Pope
and Doctor of the Church

8:00 a.m. Ivan Beddoe (Dec)

Friday, November 11, Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, Bishop
8:00 a.m. Stanley A. Mirek (Dec)

Saturday, November 12, Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and
Martyr

8:00 a.m. Dick & Elly McManus (Dec)

4:00 p.m. Lyliane Corvington (Dec)

Sunday, November 13, The Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Michelina Andreo (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Marlene Romani (Dec)

Prayer for Priests &

Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

11/06 * Thuan Tran, Seminarian

11/07 « Spencer Grant, Seminarian

11/08 « John Paul Grabowski, Seminarian

11/09 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
11/10 « Rev. Paul Kochu

11/11 « Rev. Leonard Plazewski

11/12 « Rev. Jose Colina

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese.
Remember our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of
Prayer for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will
hear and answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.



Pray for Someone New Everyday

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

The God of the Living

“Sic transit gloria mundi,” is what they used to say at papal coronations.
“So passes earthly glory.” Everything is fleeting. Nothing is here to
stay. But in reality, some things are forever. Our actions on earth do
have the potential to reverberate in eternity.

Everyday Stewardship is a lifestyle that embraces what will last. It is
being aware of how our choices and our actions can be received by
God, and through His grace, amplified to showcase His glory.

Your great-grandparents were married for 60 years. Maybe they shared
the greatest love anyone in your family has ever seen, and maybe they
raised up a whole family of kids. But they’ve been gone for a genera-
tion now, and no one living remembers the softness in their eyes when
they looked at each other. And to read today’s Gospel, you might even
get the impression that their marriage was nothing more than an earthly
whim. Gone. Fleeting. Temporal.

This week’s readings invite us to contemplate the question: what exact-
ly is immortal? What lasts beyond our earthly sojourn?

The seven brothers and their mothers whose martyrdom is told this
weekend in Maccabees didn’t die for the letter of the law, they died for
the One who gave the law. In the same way, a marriage contract does
not extend into eternity, but the fruits of a sacrificial love will live for-
ever.

Good works, devotion, gratitude, selflessness, graciousness, accounta-
bility — these are all of God. He is not God of the dead; He is God of
the living — and these are the things that last an eternity.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©OLPi

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes

God, Our Father, Creator and Lord of the universe,
you have set the earth on its foundation and
all the elements of nature obey your command.

We humbly beseech you to keep us safe from all dangers
and calm the storm that threatens us.
May we be secure in your loving protection
and serve you always with grateful hearts.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.

Amen.
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Keep in touch with us!

TEXT BTSP

T0 84576
OR CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AT: a

btsp.flocknote.con
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LORD., WHEN YOUR

GLORY APPEARS,
MY JOY WILL
BECOMPLETE.

Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code
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and counsel helped the French win key victories in the war. At the head
of the army or in the midst of battles she carried only a banner marked
with the initials of Jesus and Mary, and refused to touch a sword.

Saint Maurice

During the 3rd century Maurice rose in military rank to become the
leader of the Theban legion in the Roman army, commanding more than
6,000 soldiers. According to some accounts the entire legion was com-
posed of Christian soldiers.

When the legion was called to assist Emperor Maximian in an offensive
in Gaul, the soldiers were ordered to offer sacrifices to the Roman gods.
While Maurice and his men pledged allegiance to Rome, they refused to
worship the false gods. Maximian at first tried to influence them by
having every tenth man killed. This did not work and eventually the
Emperor made the decision to kill the entire legion for disobeying his
orders. Maurice and his companions were faithful to Christ to the end.

Blessed Rupert Mayer

In 1914, Mayer volunteered as a chaplain during the First World War
for the German army. After serving in a military hospital, Mayer re-
quested to be sent to the lines to minister to the spiritual needs of the
soldiers in battle.

Mayer would crawl on the ground from solider to soldier, administering
the sacraments and offering counsel in the midst of the bloodshed. He
lost his leg in a grenade attack and was then known as the “limping
priest.” In 1915 Germany awarded Mayer the “Iron Cross” for bravery
and was the first chaplain to receive such an honor.

When Hitler rose to power, Mayer preached against his many heinous
activities and the Gestapo warned Mayer to keep quiet. This didn’t deter
him and as a result, he was imprisoned several times and spent time in a
concentration camp. He died after the war while celebrating Mass on
All Saints Day.

Servant of God Emil Kapaun

Father Kapaun became a U.S. Army Chaplain in 1944 and was sent to
the Burma theater to minister to the needs of soldiers in India. After a
short reprieve from duty, Kapaun was sent to Japan in 1950 and then to
serve as a chaplain in the Korean War later that year.

During the war, Kapaun “gained a reputation for his bravery in minis-
tering to the soldiers in the thick of battle. During the Battle of Unsan
on November 2 of that same year, he chose to remain with a number of
wounded men rather than escape and was taken as a prisoner of war.
Forced to march 60 miles to the prison camp in the bitter cold, Father
Kapaun carried his wounded comrades and encouraged others to do
likewise. In the seven months in prison, Father Kapaun spent himself in
heroic service to his fellow prisoners without regard for race, color or
creed, giving them help and hope when they needed it most.”

Father Kapaun was awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously in 2013
and his case for canonization is currently underway. He has been given
the title “Servant of God.”

Reprinted with permission www.aleteia.org
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Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

St. Matthew Episcopal Church,
738 Pinellas Point Drive South,
Prayer Shawl Group would like to
invite anyone who is interested in
making prayer shawls for your
church to join us. We meet on the
third Saturday of the month at
9:00am in our Parish Hall to make
crocheted or knitted prayer shawls,
prayer cloths, and lap rugs.

We love beginners and experi-
enced yarn crafters. We have tools
and yarn, patterns that can be used,
or bring your own. Look for our
Facebook page under Prayer
Shawl Ministry.

Questions? Please contact me at
727-866-2187 or
Barbruns31@gmail.com

Barbara Counts,
Prayer Shawl Ministry


http://fatherkapaun.org/kapaun-contact-us/about-fr-kapaun

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound -

Arnold, Barbara Lashley, Diana - -

Barr, Bill Lawler, Matthew 2 a

Brown, Bob & Beverly LeVan, George — ~

Cameron, Christopher Lewis, Cynthia )

Catel, Martha Maharne, Cecile

Christ, Kathryn Manley, Jan

Comeau, Teresa Manley, Paul

Congui, Mario Membreno, Mary & Gus -

Curtis, Sherlyl Mesick, Phil & Nancy | ] ——

Daniels, Joshua Oliphant, Brian .|

DeZarn, Vickie Parmigiani, George -

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren Parmigiani, Valerie . O .

Ferrara, Antoinette Preeper, Helen AnOlntlng Of the SICk

Eltzferall\j}’ Dan o gz;gg Sziﬁy To request the Anointing of the Sick
orbes, Monica om ,

Genereux, Carol Roberts, Deacon Lionel for yOllI'Sle or a loved one, please con-

Gosselin, Norman Romani, Angelo tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

Grimberg, Carol Shelby, Ron & Montez

Hawkins, Ashlyn Stankiewicz, Cy

Hawkins, Barbara Theissen, Robert

Helbig, Len Thompson, Susan E.

Hoffman, Bette Thuline, James and Lil If you or a close family member would

Holley, Gerry Vanderbeck, Jay lik be added df

Huff, Walt & Carole Walsh, Thomas 1ke to be added or removed from our

Irvin, John and Marsha Wanize, Tom prayer list, please contact the parish of-

Kindel, Helen Youngman, Kyle fice at 727-867-3663.

Kirchgessner, Marie Youngman, Ruth

Lanigan, John
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St. Petersburg, FL 33704
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REPAIRS REMODELING ~ NEW WORK
JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

Repair Parts ® Water Heaters
Electrical Sewer Cleaning Service

323-2300

2727-23rd Ave. N. Carl H. Jonasson, Sr.  CFC1425970
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318  Barbara J. Pace ¢ CFC1427395
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Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




