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December 4, 2022 = The Second Sunday of Advent

Advent prayer that the Lord will
save us through his humility

By Philip Kosloski

Ask the Lord, Leader of the House of Israel, to save us through the power of his humility.

Often when we think of a leader, we think of power and corruption. Jesus, however, breaks the mold, and
instead of ruling over us with might, he does so through humility.

Here is a prayer adapted from the Liturgical Year that invokes God’s saving power through the humble re-
ality of his birth.

O sovereign Lord, 0 Adonai, come and redeem us, not by your power, but by your humility. You
showed yourself to Moses, your servant, in the midst of a mysterious flame. You gave your law to
your people amidst thunder and lightning, now on the contrary you come not to terrify, but to save
us. Your chaste Mother and Joseph her spouse went to Bethlehem to prepare everything needed for
your divine Birth. She prepares for you the humble swathing bands wherewith to protect you, the
Creator of the world, from the cold of that midnight hour of your Nativity. Thus it is that you willed
to deliver us from the slavery of our pride and show man that your divine arm is never stronger than
when he thinks it powerless and still. Everything is prepared, then dear Jesus! Your swathing bands
are ready for your infant limbs! Come to Bethlehem and redeem us from the hands of our enemies!

Reprinted with permission from aleteia.org
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December Events at Blessed Trinity

Sunday, December 4

Lynn Bartolotta Memorial Benefit Concert 5:00pm Parish Hall
Thursday, December 8

Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Holy Day of Obligation
Masses 8:00am, 9:30am, 7:00pm Church

Tuesday, December 13
Blessed Trinity Movie Night

PASTOR 7:00pm Parish Hall
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux Thursday, December 15
Advent Penance Service
DEACONS
Deacon Bill Lovelace 7:00pm — 8:00pm Church
Deacon Lionel Roberts, Sunday, December 18
Deacon Emeritus Pancake Breakfast
CLERGY ASSISTANCE After 8:00am Mass Parish Hall
Breakfast with Santa
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM After 9:30 M Parish Hall
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM ter 9: ass . arish Ha
X ’ Children’s Christmas Matinee
Fr. Victor Bartolotta 12 Noon Parish Hall
MASS SCHEDULE Wednesday, December 21
Weekday Masses Gathering of Women’s Christmas Party
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM 2:30pm — 5:00pm Parish Hall
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 PM Saturday, December 24
Sunday Morning Mass of Advent
8:00 AM, 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM | 8:00am . o Church
Children’s Christmas Vigil Mass
Follow the Sunday Mass on our 4:00pm Church
website, btsp.org. Christmas Mass of the Night
Confessions will be held 9:00pm Church
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 Sunday, December 25
Christmas Masses
PARISH OFFICE 8:00am, 9:30am, 11:30am Church

Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 Saturday, December 31
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm Vigil Mass — Holy Mary Mother of God

1600 54TH AVE S. 4:00pm Church
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33712

PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679

WEB SITE
http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook



http://btsp.org/

Thoughts Worth Sharing

December 4, 2022 Wrin;nﬂbg

FAITHFUL

Second Sunday of Advent oisciris

Is11:1-10 | Rom 15:4-9 | Mt 3:1-12

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Harmony. It can seem so elusive in these times when our news-
feeds bombard us with reminders of what’s wrong with our
world: war, political conflicts, hunger, injustice, violence. We
may also experience discord in our homes or within our hearts.
Perhaps that is why the beautiful imagery in Isaiah’s prophecy,
where Isaiah envisions a world transformed by the coming of the
Messiah, strikes a chord as we prepare for Christ's coming: We
picture the wolf lying beside the lamb, and the calf with the lion.
All will be right with the world. As we reflect on the areas in our
lives that lack harmony, we are reminded to focus on Jesus and
the Father, the source of all good. Through prayer and reflection
on our Advent readings, we can “prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths.”

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

| have a “smart” alarm clock. To shut it off, | just have to say,
“Alexa, turn off my alarm.” Easy, right? Well, too easy, it turns
out, because lately I've slept right through the one-sided con-
versation. But it's hard to miss John's wake-up call: “Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” Perhaps, though, we've be-
come complacent; we've heard it so often that we skip right past
it. That can happen during Advent, this season of preparation
and, yes, repentance. | love our family traditions - candy every
day, in the morning!; our well-worn Nativity set; lighting the Ad-
vent candles; Christmas concerts and gatherings. None of those
are bad, of course, but in the blur of the season we must be
challenged by John the Baptist's words to prepare not only our
homes but our hearts for Christ’s coming. During this season,
we can examine our lives to separate the wheat from the chaff,
focusing on those things that bring us closer to the Lord and
one another. As St. Paul encourages the Romans, “Welcome one
another, then, as Christ welcomed you, for the glory of God.”

PRAY St. Paul's words above give us pretty clear instruction
for how to live out our faith by welcoming others as Christ has
welcomed us. Reflect on these words during daily Advent re-
flection this week: When have we welcomed others in our lives
- and truly loved them? How can we do that for someone in the
coming days?




This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, December 3, Memorial of Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

4:00 p.m. Jim Lawler & Pat Sullivan (Dec)
Sunday, December 4, Second Sunday of Advent
8:00 a.m. Athena Shaw (Liv)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. William Porter (Dec)

Monday, December 5, Advent Weekday
8:00 a.m. Marlene Romani (Dec)

Tuesday, December 6, Memorial of Saint Nicholas, Bishop

8:00 a.m. Lyliane Corvington (Dec)

Wednesday, December 7, Memorial of Saint Ambrose, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, December 8, Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary

8:00 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

9:30 a.m. Maria Williams (Dec)

7:00 p.m. Michael Dunning (Dec)

Friday, December 9, Memorial of Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin

8:00 a.m. Ann Deakins (Dec)

Saturday, December 10, Memorial of Our Lady of Loreto
8:00 a.m. Lyliane Corvington (Dec)
4:00 p.m. Kristin Boss (Dec)

Sunday, December 11, Third Sunday of Advent

8:00 a.m. Bernie and Joe Young renew vows
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Maria & Francisco Barbosa (Dec)

Prayer for Priests &

Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

12/04 « Rev. Dominic J. Corona

12/05 « For All Priests on Leave

12/06 » Benjamin Harris, Seminarian

12/07 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
12/08 « Rev. Philip Clement

12/09 « Rev. Krzysztof Gazdowicz

12/10 » Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese.
Remember our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of
Prayer for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will
hear and answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.



Pray for Someone New Everyday

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

How Much Is Enough?

I’ve got some great news for some of you: Jesus Christ doesn’t care
what name you bear. He doesn’t care where you were born, and he
doesn’t care what your family tree looks like. He doesn’t care where
you grew up or where you went to school.

I’ve also got some bad news for some of you: See above.

It’s so easy to take our salvation for granted. The mercy of God makes
it so. Look at John the Baptist — he was pouring water on everybody
who wanted it. Everybody but one group: those who expected it. Those
who thought it was a given because of who they were, because of what
they were. Those who had no intention of doing the work of repent-
ance.

Sometimes, because God is so faithful, we make the mistake of forget-
ting that He is also just.

I am baptized, we think. I made my First Communion, and I was Con-
firmed. That’s enough.

I went to Catholic school. I know all the Ten Commandments and I can
tell you anything you want to know about the Popes. That’s enough.

I'm on parish council. I put money in the basket, and I volunteer.
That’s enough.

None of it is enough. It would never be enough. And before we look
upon the Pharisees and Sadducees with too much judgment, we need to
remember: the work of repentance is ongoing. It is a process that we
must commit to within ourselves, continuously.

God is the missing element to this equation. He is the one who raises
children to Abraham from the stones. If we rely only on our own abili-
ties, our own merits, our own offerings, it will never be enough.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Everything you wanted to know about your faith

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place. Entertaining mov-
ies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio dramas, and a
great selection of popular e-books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code

SAINT
CLEMENT
of ROMI

WHO IS JESUS?
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Are you 59 2 or more
in 2021?

Under the CARES Act an individ-
val can elect to deduct 100% of
their Adjusted

Gross Income (AGI) for cash
charitable  contributions.  This
means individuals over 59 years
old can take a cash distribution
from their IRA, contribute the
cash to a qualified charity, and
may completely offset tax attribut-
able to the distribution by taking a
charitable deduction in an amount
up to 100% of their AGI for the
tax year.

SECOND WEEK OF

ADVENT




Blessed Trinity Giving Tree
St Vincent de Paul Society

Come and see the Giving Tree in the back of
the church for an opportunity to share your bless-
ings at Christmas with the less fortunate in our
community.

Please take a paper angel and purchase a gift
card for a child or a teen. This will help needy parents provide
Christmas enjoyment for their families. There are also angels for gift
cards toward a family dinner. These are all families your Blessed
Trinity St Vincent de Paul Society has assisted in the past year.

If you do not have an opportunity to purchase gift cards, please con-
sider dropping a check, made out to St. Vincent de Paul, or cash, in
the poor box in the back of the church and we will obtain the needed
gift cards.

All gift cards with angels attached should be returned by Tues-
day, December 6. We will need the time between December 6 and
December 9 to organize and prepare for distribution to the families
on December 10.

Gift cards may be placed in the poor box, or dropped off at the Parish
office during the week.

Thank you and God Bless you for your generosity.
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Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

TAKEGS- ‘

BISHOP
GREGORY PARKES

Conversations
On Faith & Life

§ [© @BishopParkes
OYoutube.com/DioceseofStPete
www.dosp.org/Bishop

Living as a Disciple Takes Courage

£ SIGN UP
Q- BeCourageousEachDay.o g
sy, Or text REFLECTION to 84576

) the Disgess of 1 raburg &
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Keep in touch with us!

TEXT BTSI T0 84576
OR CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AT q

1¢



Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Arnold, Barbara

Barr, Bill

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Cameron, Christopher
Catel, Martha

Christ, Kathryn
Comeau, Teresa
Congui, Mario

Curtis, Sherlyl
Daniels, Joshua
DeZarn, Vickie

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Fitzgerald, Dan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Genereux, Carol
Gosselin, Norman
Grimberg, Carol
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len

Hoffman, Bette
Holley, Gerry

Huff, Walt & Carole
Irvin, John and Marsha
Kindel, Helen
Kirchgessner, Marie
Kiroufis, Linda

Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Matthew
LeVan, George

Lewis, Cynthia
Mabharne, Cecile
Manley, Jan

Manley, Paul
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Oliphant, Brian
Parmigiani, George
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Privitera, Peter
Roberts, Deacon Lionel
Romani, Angelo
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Stankiewicz, Cy
Theissen, Robert
Thompson, Susan E.
Thuline, James and Lil
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Wanize, Tom
Youngman, Ruth
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To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

\

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Residential Realtor® | Property Specialist
(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraSellsStPeteProperties.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ i
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LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Greg Maurer

gmaurer@4LPi.com ¢ (636) 357-2749

REPAIRS

REMODELING

NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

Repair Parts ® Water Heaters

Electrical Sewer Cl

323-2300

Carl H. Jonasson, Sr. * CFC1425970

2727-23rd Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

eaning Service

Barbara J. Pace ® CFC1427395

Place Your Ad Here
Support our Parish!
Instantly create and

purchase an ad with

i |3

@
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€) FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for
long-term care residents today.

To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404

Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org

FLORIDA
OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

77-4574 o www.4lpi.com

16-0289




4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett ’Funera[ ‘J-[ome Tel. 727-321-3321

&; C,’,.ema/tion SeWiCQS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




