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January 1, 2023 = The Solemnity of Mary

What a year with Mary

will do to you
By Meg Hunter-Kilmer

It began as an assignment but ended up
making her into a real person.

I wasn’t raised with much of an awareness of Holy
Days of Obligation, so when I first learned that
Catholics are obligated to go to Mass on New
Year’s Day, I was suspicious. Skeptical atheist that
I was, I assumed that the Church had instituted the
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, in order to
ruin people’s New Year’s Eve parties.

It was some years before I realized that the pope
hadn’t convened the world’s bishops to scheme
about how to put a damper on champagne toasts.
The Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God, was
fixed on New Year’s Day to focus our hearts on
the Blessed Mother from the first day of the year
so that she can continue drawing our hearts to Je-
sus all the year long.

That’s what I’ve been trying to do this year. Mary
wasn’t part of my family’s devotional life when I
was growing up, so I’ve spent the last 20 years
playing catch up. I began praying the Rosary in

high school, very much against my inclinations,
but never understood how a prayer that was so nu-
merically imbalanced (53 Hail Marys to five Our
Fathers) could possibly bring more glory to God
than to Mary. But I trusted the wisdom of the
Church, so I prayed dry Rosary after dry Rosary in
the hopes that one day I would learn to love the
Mother of God.

Over the years, I read about Mary. I prayed for a
deeper love of her. I made the consecration to Je-
sus through Mary. I listened to talks. I gave talks.
And always, always the Rosary.

Gradually, my love for Mary grew. The Lord gave
me some graces and moments of clarity that I
would cling to, but still it felt labored. Many of my
friends loved the Blessed Mother so naturally, so
effusively. I was just trying to love her at all.

In one sense, there’s nothing wrong with that.
Love is a choice, after all, not a feeling. And if the
Lord chooses to withhold every consolation from
me, [ will try to praise him. I will try not to de-
mand feelings of love and longing and delight. I
will try to be faithful.

That’s where I was this past January. But the Lord
seemed to be asking me to spend the year with his
Mother, reading Scripture as she did, imagining
how she felt at different moments in her life, trying
to love Jesus as she did.

I tried to see how she might console survivors of
abuse, how she might speak to post-abortive wom-
en, how she might comfort those who feel unwor-
thy of her love.

I studied different apparitions and Marian devo-
tions, read Marian songs, and researched Marian
books.

And here I stand, 52 weeks later, feeling quite sure
that something has changed, though I don’t know
that I can put it into words. There’s a fondness
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there that wasn’t there before, a smile that passes over my lips when
I think of the Blessed Mother. Perhaps it’s that I spent 20 years try-
ing to know her purely as my mother and only this year began to
know her as she really is: the Mother of God and Mother of all peo-
ple.

It began, perhaps, as an assignment, a theme for this column that I
thought I could stretch to fill the year. But as the weeks went by, I
began to see her through so many sets of eyes—and to see so many
people through her eyes. And all the details of her sorrow and fear
and compassion and joy began to add details to the vague outline of
motherhood I’d been trying to love and to make her a real person in-
stead of a mere archetype.

I guess I just didn’t know her. In spite of the books I’d read and the
talks I’d given, in spite of knowing so much about her and having
tried so hard to spend time with her, I’d never let her be real. This
year, she’s been just that: real Mother, real friend.

And I wasn’t wrong, all those years that I insisted that loving Mary
well can only make you love Jesus more. This newfound fondness
for his Mother pulls me deeper into love of him. The moments of un-
sought affection for her turn my heart ever more toward him.

I may never be able to stand with the great Marian saints and insist
that I’ve done everything for Mary, but this year my love for her has
become less of a dispassionate choice and more of a real relationship.
If you’re struggling as I’ve struggled (and will likely still struggle),
may I invite you to try to same for 2023? Spend the year seeking to
love Mary as her Son loved her, so that she might teach you to love
him with your whole heart, soul, strength, and mind.

Reprinted with permission from Aleteia.org
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Thoughts Worth Sharing
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FAITHFUL

Solemnity of the Blessed  oisciriz
Virgin Mary, the Mother
of God

Nm 6:22-27 | Gal 4:4-7 | Lk 2:16-21

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Today’s readings remind us of the central role Mary plays in the
story of Jesus and the story of our salvation. We may be tempt-
ed to place her on a pedestal - as well we should - she is the
Mother of God! At the same time, today’s Gospel reminds us she
is not divine herself, but human - and she bore the incarnate
flesh of the Son of God in his divine and human nature. She went
through the sleepless nights and the uncertainties of parenting
in all its stages. She learned early on what it takes many of us a
lifetime to learn - often in fits and starts - absolute trust in God.
As we celebrate this solemnity, we can bring our uncertainties,
fears, and struggles to Mary our mother, asking for the grace to
follow her faithful example.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Of course there's nothing wrong with New Year’s resolutions,
and | always admire people who have thought about them in
advance. Me? I'm often tongue-tied on January 1 when some-
one asks me what my resolutions are (hmm ... maybe | should
think about kicking that procrastination habit in 2023?) This
is why Mary’s reaction to the visit of the shepherds strikes

me so profoundly. The shepherds pay homage to Jesus and
spread the word that God’s Son has been born. Mary, Luke
writes, “kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.”
As we move into a new year, so rich with possibility, we might
follow Mary’s example and reflect before jumping head-

long into this or that goal or New Year’s resolution. Instead,
perhaps we can take the day - or a week or a month - to
prayerfully reflect on how we can best put our faith in Jesus
into action. How can we witness to our faith in our daily lives?
What changes might help us do that? We can ask God to help
us draw up a list of ways that we can be more faithful to him.

PRAY Pray the Hail Mary, reflecting on each line with grati-
tude. If you have more time, give yourself a “mini-retreat” by
reading or reflecting on a book or devotional about Mary.




This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

@@WER& US

WITH YOUR
MANTLE OF LOVE
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, December 31, Vigil for the Solemnity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God

4:00 p.m. Christopher Boss (Liv)

Sunday, January 1, Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the
Mother of God

8:00 a.m. Maria Williams (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Betty Alexander (Dec)

Monday, January 2, Memorial of Saints Basil the Great and
Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of
the Church

8:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Beddoe Family

Tuesday, January 3, Christmas Weekday

8:00 a.m. Teresa Badami (Dec)

Wednesday, January 4, Memorial of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton,
Religious

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, January 5, Memorial of Saint John Neumann, Bishop

8:00 a.m. Deceased Members of the Roberts Family
Friday, January 6, Christmas Weekday

8:00 a.m. Thelma Dover (Dec)

Saturday, January 7, Christmas Weekday

8:00 a.m. Marie Kerr (Liv)

Saturday, January 7, Vigil for The Epiphany of the Lord
4:00 p.m. Betty Alexander (Dec)

Sunday, January 8, The Epiphany of the Lord

8:00 a.m. Betty Alexander (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Byron B. Mays (Dec)

Prayer for Priests &

Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

01/01 « Pope Francis

01/02 « Rev. Erwin Belgica

01/03 » Msgr. Michael Carruthers

01/04 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
01/05 « Rev. Robert Cadrecha

01/06 « Rev. Michael Cormier

01/07 » Rev. Jose Glenn Diaz



Pray for Someone New Everyday

Fr Jack MacDowell, OF M wants to thank all the Blessed Trinity
parishioners for their kindness during the holidays and wishes every-
one all the best in the New Year !

Christmas Flowers

In addition to the names previously listed,
the following have also donated to our beau-
tiful Christmas flowers:
Mary Cesarano
Ms. Barbara Acree

In Gratitude

Thank You ...Thank You...for all the support that you
»  gave to our Blessed Trinity Saint Vincent de Paul Con-
A ference Giving Tree.

§ Over forty families and 90 children benefitted from
your wonderful generosity . You helped them have a

brighter Christmas. God Bless You.
?@

w cese who will celebrate their 25th anniversary
as well as those celebrating 50 or more years

of marriage during the 2023 calendar year.

Please RSVP to our parish office at (727) 867-3663 by Tuesday, Janu-
ary 17 if you will be attending.

Marriage Jubilee

The Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving
will take place at the Cathedral of St. Jude the
Apostle on Sunday, February 12 at 3:00 pm.
This event honors couples throughout the dio-

r—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—

L_______________

I would like a Tax Statement for 2022
For my Church donations
For donations to St. Vincent de Paul

My Name is :
Address and Zip Code:

Phone #

Please fill out and return to the parish office
or drop in the offertory basket.
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Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code

Catholic
Commentary
Un

&K flocknote

Keep in touch with us!

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect
with us online at
btsp.flocknote.com

New Year




EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Listen. Think. Act.

That is a mantra or slogan for many different groups. Some seek to bat-
tle prejudice and bias. Other groups hope to eliminate poverty or reduce
crime. I have even found some companies use it as a way of increasing
engagement among their employees. In a nutshell, it is about taking in
what you have heard and then reflecting on it before you act. The most
fruitful actions are those that take place after careful reflection.

This is an important thing to remember for those trying to live a stew-
ardship way of life. If we are honest with ourselves, too often most of
us jump to conclusions too quickly or act in ways that cause friction be-
cause we didn’t really think about the consequences of our actions. We
are moving too fast in a world that seems to be moving ever faster.

When the shepherds came to visit Jesus, the newborn King, they told
Mary everything that the angels had told them. Luke tells us that after
hearing all this, she “kept all these things, reflecting on them in her
heart.” No response. No panic. No action. Her reflection was the appro-
priate response.

In this New Year, you and I would do well to remember this Gospel ac-
count of Mary, the Mother of God. Let us resolve to listen more, reflect
often, and then act accordingly. We are called to use our gifts wisely,
sowing them in good soil. If we just throw them out, allowing them to
simply fall wherever they may, have we really used them for God’s glo-
ry? We need to listen. Think. Then act.

Living as a Disciple Takes Courage
We ?GtUws! \

® Join our Scripture Reflection community!

® Receive a personal message each day via email
or text.

® Includes a prayer intention and question of the day.

@ Written by people you probably know, including
priests, sisters, deacons, and parishioners.

SIGN UP:
BeCourageousEachDay.or
or text REFLECTION to 84576

A Service of the Diocese of St. Petersburg &
Bishop Gregory Parkes

PAGE 6

DIOCESE OF ST. PETERSBURG
V. CATHOLIC
“%;, MINISTRY

Our Goal $74,741
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$60,378

Q 819%

Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

Need a tax break?

Congress has permanently enacted
qualified charitable distributions
from your traditional IRA ac-
counts for those 70 1/2 or older.
These distributions can be used to
satisfy all or a portion of your Re-
quired Minimum Distribution and
are free of federal income tax. Al-
so, these gifts help you avoid the
Medicare high income surcharge
and can help reduce your income
taxes on your social security bene-
fits. Distributions must be made
directly from your IRA account to
your parish, or directly from your
IRA account to the Diocese of St.
Petersburg for the benefit of your
parish.

For questions, contact the Diocese
of St. Petersburg Campaign Office
at stock-iradonations@dosp.org or
727.341.6841.
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Arnold, Barbara

Barr, Bill

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Cameron, Christopher
Catel, Martha

Christ, Kathryn
Comeau, Teresa
Congui, Mario

Curtis, Sherlyl
Daniels, Joshua
DeZarn, Vickie

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Fitzgerald, Dan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Heilman, Rita

Helbig, Len

Hoffman, Bette
Holley, Gerry

Huff, Walt & Carole
Irvin, John and Marsha
Kindel, Helen
Kirchgessner, Marie
Kirousis, Linda

Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Matthew
LeVan, George

Lewis, Cynthia
Mabharne, Cecile
Manley, Jan

Manley, Paul
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Oliphant, Brian
Parmigiani, George
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy
Privitera, Peter
Roberts, Deacon Lionel
Romani, Angelo
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Stankiewicz, Cy
Theissen, Robert
Thompson, Susan E.
Thuline, James and Lil
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Wanize, Tom
Youngman, Ruth
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To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

\

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Residential Realtor® | Property Specialist
(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraSellsStPeteProperties.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ i
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rishioner ‘Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC B &

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Peter Stewart

pstewart@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6123

REPAIRS

REMODELING

NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

Repair Parts ® Water Heaters

Electrical Sewer Cl

323-2300

Carl H. Jonasson, Sr. * CFC1425970

2727-23rd Ave. N.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

eaning Service

Barbara J. Pace ® CFC1427395

Place Your Ad Here
Support our Parish!
Instantly create and

purchase an ad with

i |3

@
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€) FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for
long-term care residents today.

To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404

Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org

FLORIDA
OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

77-4574 o www.4lpi.com

16-0289




4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett ’Funera[ ‘J-[ome Tel. 727-321-3321

&; C,’,.ema/tion SeWiCQS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




