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Blessed Epiphany chalk was used to 
protect homes against illnesses 

By Philip Kosloski 

The chalk is blessed by the 
priest and uses a prayer that 
asks God for good health and 
safety in the New Year. 

Each year on the feast of Epiphany, 
chalk is blessed by priests around 
the world and then distributed to the 
parish. Parishioners are instructed to 
mark their doorposts in an action 
clearly inspired by the book of Ex-
odus. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aa-
ron in the land of Egypt … 
“take some of the blood [of the 

lamb], and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat them. They 
shall eat the flesh that night, roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it … 
The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt.” (cf. Exodus 12:1-13) 

It is an ancient tradition that calls upon God’s blessing and protection. 

Traditionally a priest blesses chalk on the Feast of the Epiphany by saying the following prayer (from the 
Roman Ritual): 

Bless, + O Lord God, this creature, chalk, and let it be a help to mankind. Grant that those who 
will use it with faith in your most holy name, and with it inscribe on the doors of their homes the 
names of your saints, Casper, Melchior, and Baltassar, may through their merits and interces-
sion enjoy health in body and protection of soul; through Christ our Lord. 

Many families would take this seriously and prayed the blessing with faith, trusting that God would spare 
them diseases, plagues and other illnesses. 

This is reflected in the prayer typically said by the head of the household when marking the doors with 
chalk. 
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Bless, + O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there 
may be health, purity, the strength of victory, humility, 
goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law, the thanks-
giving to God the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 
Spirit. And may this blessing remain upon this home and 
upon all who dwell herein. Through Christ our Lord. 

While there is no “guarantee” that a home marked with Epiphany 
chalk will be protected from all illnesses, it does remind us that 
God is the giver of all gifts and he can lead us into good health. 

The spiritual needs of the family should always be in the forefront of 
our mind, knowing that God will lead us through every dark val-
ley. 

Even if we aren’t spared a deadly disease, God’s blessing will reign 
in our house and our soul will be at peace with God. 

Reprinted with permission from aleteia.org 

Wedding Feast & Epiphany 

Question: 

How are the feasts of the baptism of Jesus and the account of the wed-
ding feast of Cana related to the Epiphany celebration?  

Answer:  

The Epiphany season focuses on revealing Jesus to the world. Follow-
ing the Christmas celebration, the liturgical year lays out a series of 
manifestation points in which Jesus is made publicly known. From its 
very beginning, the Christian community highlighted three events in the 
life of Jesus. These are the Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord and the 
wedding feast at Cana.  

The Epiphany discloses Jesus to the world of the Gentiles, represented 
by the magi from the East. The accounts of Jesus' baptism reveal his 
identity and mission, along with exposing him to those to whom he was 
sent to minister. The miracle of turning water to wine at the wedding 
feast of Cana, unique to John's Gospel, is the first public sign that Jesus 
performs, thus manifesting his public identity and his powers.  

Today in the Roman Church, these are usually celebrated on three suc-
cessive Sundays: Epiphany, the Baptism of the Lord which is usually 
the next Sunday, and the wedding feast of Cana, which is proclaimed on 
the 2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time in lectionary year C.  

These feasts connect around the concept of epiphany, public manifesta-
tion of Jesus to the world. They help us get to know more intimately 
who Jesus is and what he is about. Spend some time delving more deep-
ly into your understanding of who Jesus is. Continue to cultivate these 
"epiphany" moments in your life. 

©LPi  

http://btsp.org/
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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Mass Intentions  
Saturday, January 7, Vigil for The Epiphany of the Lord  
4:00 p.m.   Betty Alexander (Dec) 

Sunday, January 8, The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.  Betty Alexander (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Byron B. Mays (Dec) 

Monday, January 9, The Baptism of the Lord  
8:00 a.m.  John Dziondziak (Dec) 

Tuesday, January 10, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Robert Rendino (Dec) 

Wednesday, January 11, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations  

Thursday, January 12, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Roberts Family Thanksgiving Wish 

Friday, January 13, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Francis Romani (Dec) 

Saturday, January 14, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Ann Deakins (Dec) 

Saturday, January 14, Vigil for Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   James Lawler (Dec) and 
   Pat Sullivan (Dec) 

Sunday, January 15, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Theresa Roy (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners 
  Nick Calandra (Dec) 
11:30 a.m.   Marlene Romani (Dec) 

Prayer for Priests &  
Future Priests 

Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

01/08 • Alexander Fleming, Seminarian  
01/09 • Rev. Gary J. Dowsey  
01/10 • Rev. Dermot J. Dunne  
01/11 • For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
01/12 • Rev. Wayne Genereux  
01/13 • Rev. Thomas L. Madden  
01/14 • Rev. Connor Penn  

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Dio-
cese. Remember our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan 
Day of Prayer for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young 
people will hear and answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious 
Life. 
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Everything you wanted 
to know about your 

faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Marriage Jubilee 

The Marriage Jubilee Mass of 
Thanksgiving will take place at 
the Cathedral of St. Jude the 
Apostle on Sunday, February 12 at 
3:00 pm. This event honors cou-
ples throughout the diocese who 
will celebrate their 25th anniver-
sary as well as those celebrating 
50 or more years of marriage dur-
ing the 2023 calendar year. 

Please RSVP to our parish office 
at 727-867-3663 no later than 
Tuesday, January 17, if you will 
be attending. 

I would like a Tax Statement for 2022 
_____ For my Church donations 

_____ For donations to St. Vincent de Paul 
 

My Name is : ____________________________________ 
 

Address and Zip Code: _____________________________ 
________________________________________________ 
 

Phone # _________________________________________ 
 

Please fill out and return to the parish office 
or drop in the offertory basket. 

Save the Date 
Saturday, February 11, 2023 at 8 am 

“Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes” 

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospitality North American Volunteers will pre-
sent a 1½ - 2 hour Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience™ at Blessed 
Trinity Catholic Church on Saturday, February 11, 2023 following 
the 8:00 am Mass at the Church. The Virtual Pilgrimage will be in 
the Parish Hall.   

As part of the Virtual Pilgrimage Experience to 
draw nearer to God with Our Lady and St. Ber-
nadette you will: 

 Immerse yourself in the Gospel Mes 
 sage of Lourdes as given by Our Lady  
 to St. Bernadette 

 Touch the Grotto Rock and experience  
 the healing grace of Lourdes Water 

 Pray the Rosary 

 Receive a bottle of Lourdes Water 

 Prepare a petition to be placed in the  
 Grotto in Lourdes, France 

Encounter the healing grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ through His Im-
maculate Mother.  Invite your family, children and friends!  Our Lady 
extends her invitation to all!  The next best thing to visiting Lourdes 
itself is a Pilgrimage journey without the travel! A Plenary Indulgence 
is granted to all the faithful, under the usual conditions, who attend this 
Experience!   

For more information, call the Parish Office at 727 867 3663. 
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Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

Our Goal $74,741 

GOAL 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

$62,744 
 
84% 
 

 

Need a tax break? 

Congress has permanently enacted 
qualified charitable distributions 
from your traditional IRA ac-
counts for those 70 1/2 or older. 
These distributions can be used to 
satisfy all or a portion of your Re-
quired Minimum Distribution and 
are free of federal income tax. Al-
so, these gifts help you avoid the 
Medicare high income surcharge 
and can help reduce your income 
taxes on your social security bene-
fits. Distributions must be made 
directly from your IRA account to 
your parish, or directly from your 
IRA account to the Diocese of St. 
Petersburg for the benefit of your 
parish.  

For questions, contact the Diocese 
of St. Petersburg Campaign Office 
at stock-iradonations@dosp.org or 
727.341.6841.  

Messa in Italiano  

Our Lady’s Chapel,  
Cathedral of St. Jude 
5815 - 5th Avenue N. 

January 29, 2022 at 4:00pm 

Please come to pray and sing in 
ITALIANO 
Celebrant:  

Fr. Anthony M. Fortunato, OdeM.  

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

The story of the Wise Men bringing gifts to Jesus, the newborn King, is 
a great one, isn’t it? They had a great big star in the sky to lead the way. 
I am no Boy Scout, so I am not sure how well I would do following a 
star like that. But the important point here is that God led them to the 
manger. The manger was a place that unless God specifically showed 
you this was where the Christ Child was born you wouldn’t have be-
lieved it. You would have passed on by. 

In our lives, there are no big stars in the sky leading us where we need 
to go. It isn’t so easy sometimes discerning where God is leading us. 
We may seek to use our gifts wisely, but in what manner and to what 
end is not always clear. 

This is where prayer can make a huge difference. If we seek to cultivate 
a prayer life where we are mindful of the presence of God throughout 
our day, then the call is easier to discern. We can help the process by 
intentionally offering to God in the morning the entirety of the day to 
come: all our actions, all our time, and all our decisions. In the evening, 
we can examine the past hours of the day and reflect on when we re-
sponded well to Christ’s call and when we fell short. Then we resolve to 
begin again tomorrow, inviting Christ to be with us every step of the 
way. God may not offer a star in the sky to lead us, but if we invite us 
on our journey each day, the path will be much clearer. 

Marriage Troubles?  

If your marriage has become trou-
bled and stressed, unloving or un-
caring; if you have grown cold and 

distant; even if you are divorced or 
separated, or are thinking about it, 
Retrouvaille can help, as it has 

helped tens of thousands of others.  

Our next program begins February 10-12, 2023. For information, visit 
www.HelpOurMarriage.com, or call 813 212-4553. Not counseling or 

group therapy. All contacts and names held in strictest confidence.   

mailto:stock-iradonations@dosp.org
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If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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