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Why Jesus thinks you’re useful and  
necessary for this world 

By Fr. Peter John Cameron, OP 

"Start being brave about everything. Don’t look 
at your weakness, but realize that in Christ cruci-
fied you can do everything." 

When someone you love recognizes a potential in you and 
names it, everything changes. A new horizon opens up. 
Possibilities you never imagined. That is what happens 
when Jesus proclaims to his disciples, “You are the salt of 
the earth” (Mt 5:13). 

Ancient spiritual authors were fascinated with this verse. The great medieval Bible commentator, Fr. Nich-
olas of Gorran, O.P. (+1295) wrote: 

For what is salt? It sterilizes soil, seasons food, cures meat, prevents putrefaction. It is made from 
fire and water. It is offered in every sacrifice. Similarly, the example of a holy life tempers worldly 
desires, rendering them unfruitful. It adds spice to holy longings, it cures the flesh by mortification, it 
keeps our desires from rotting. Holiness comes from tears of devotion and fire of love heated in the 
furnace of repentance. It is offered when it guides and moderates every work. 

The 14th-century Carthusian Ludolph of Saxony observes that salt can lose its savor “on account of fear of 
persecution or adversity, or love of pleasures and wealth, or pride and vainglory, or the desires of the flesh, 
or neglect of responsibilities, or erroneous doctrines imparted by word or example.” 

An intriguing question is posed by Jesuit Scripture scholar Fr. Cornelius a Lapide (+1637): “Why does 
Christ call his Apostles the salt of the earth rather than the gold, or silver, or precious stones of the 
earth?” His answer: because salt is a thing universally useful and necessary. That is what Jesus Christ is 
saying about you. 

Through the image of salt, Jesus wishes to pass on to his disciples “the meaning of their mission and their 
witness. Wisdom sums up in itself the beneficial effects of salt and light: in fact, disciples of the Lord are 
called to give a new ‘taste’ to the world and to keep it from corruption with the wisdom of God. Christians 
can diffuse the true wisdom that gives meaning to human life and action” (Pope Benedict XVI). 

For “Christians,” writes Erasmo Leiva-Merikakis, “are to raise the level of flavor of every human activity 
and thus transform it. A thing is wisest when it is most fully itself, when it tastes most like itself, in keeping 
with its nature. It is ‘foolish’ when it forgets to be what it is.”  

A priest I live with was talking at breakfast about parishioners he has known who went out of their way to 
make their profession their ministry. One was the owner of a shoe store who, upon spying a customer eye-

https://aleteia.org/author/fr-peter-john-cameron-op/
https://aleteia.org/2019/10/20/the-many-meanings-of-salt-in-the-bible/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%205&version=NRSVUE
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Catholic Ministry Appeal 

God doesn’t un-say anything. Today, Christ asserts that for those hop-
ing for a ‘free pass,’ “Not… the smallest part of a letter will pass from 
the law” Matthew 5:18. The law is God’s unchangeable word, and all 
will be judged according to His law. Yet, inasmuch as God will not re-
cant his law, neither will he recant his mercy. Technically speaking, our 
hope should abound because, according to Saint Thomas Aquinas, “It is 
more proper for God to spare and to show mercy than to punish. For the 
former belongs to him by reason of his nature, the latter only by reason 
of our sins” (Summa Theologica II, II, 21, 2).  

Yet some people don’t know his law. While God’s mercy may account 
for this, they will still suffer judgment under the law. Jesus gave our 
parish the task of sharing the good news that he came to save us from 
the law. Our Catholic par-
ish is the most direct local 
route for our community to 
reach Him and our Catholic 
Ministry Appeal seeks to 
help more people get access 
to Him.  

Please support our Catholic 
Ministry Appeal today. We 
need your generosity, pray-
ers, and advocacy. Let’s 
bring souls from our com-
munity to his merciful feet!  

ing a certain pair of shoes—but passing on them because of the 
price—would nonchalantly mention to the shopper 
that that particular pair of shoes had just “gone on sale.” Another was 
a florist who secretly supplied flowers to a funeral home for any fam-
ily who could not afford flowers for a funeral. Even the man’s own 
daughter was unaware of this life-long mission of her father until she 
learned about it at her father’s own funeral. These people are the salt 
of the earth. 

St. Catherine of Siena gives us this encouragement: 

With tremendous desire my soul longs for you to be so sea-
soned with the salt of true knowledge and wisdom that you 
may zealously drive sin and demons from people’s darkened 
souls. [You can do this] by conscientiously uniting yourself 
ever more closely with the true light and wisdom, fire and 
warmth, of divine charity, revealed to us in God’s union with 
humanity. Start being brave about everything. Don’t look at 
your weakness, but realize that in Christ crucified you can do 
everything. Reprinted with permission from Aleteia.org 

http://btsp.org/
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 
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Mass Intentions  
Saturday, February 11, Vigil for Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   James Lawler (Dec) and Pat Sullivan (Dec) 

Sunday, February 12, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Edward and Marge Anglovich (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Marlene Romani (Dec) 

Monday, February 13, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Ann Deakins (Dec) 

Tuesday, February 14, Memorial of Saints Cyril, Monk, and  
  Methodius, Bishop 
8:00 a.m.   Thanksgiving from the Beddoe Family 

Wednesday, February 15, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations  

Thursday, February 16, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Joshua Dottino (Dec) 

Friday, February 17, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Deceased Members of the Dottino Family 

Saturday, February 18, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Dennis Dutilly (Dec) 

Saturday, February 18, Vigil for Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Lorraine Arie & Rita Hamilton (Dec) 

Sunday, February 19, Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Dennis Dutilly (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.   Vytas & Angela Regalis (Dec) 

Prayer for Priests &  
Future Priests 

Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

02/12 • Rev. Craig Morley  
02/13 • Rev. Leonard Piotrowski  
02/14 • Rev. Timothy Sherwood  
02/15 • For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
02/16 • Rev. Arthur J. Proulx  
02/17 • Rev. Bill D. Wilson  
02/18 • For All Seminarians  

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and 
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 
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Everything you wanted 
to know about your 

faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Don’t Live a Lie 

One day, my son was explaining to his mother that he felt she had lied 
to him. It was nothing very important, but he wanted to take this oppor-
tunity to share how important telling the truth is to him. He explained 
that he simply tells it like it is in all aspects of his life. But an hour later, 
we caught him in a lie! Again, it was not about a matter of life and 
death, but it was a lie. When confronted with his own previous words 
on how important the telling the truth was to him, he just smiled. Yes, 
the guilty often have no words of defense. 

Jesus said it best in Matthew 5: “Let your ‘yes’ mean ‘yes’ and your 
‘no’ mean ‘no.’” He was warning his disciples about false oaths and 
then instructing them on the fullness of the Hebrew laws. We may try to 
do what we say and say what we mean, but it can be all too easy to fall 
short. We call ourselves disciples yet provide evidence to the contrary 
by our actions (or lack of them).  

Even if we feel that we have lied to no one, we may have lied to our-
selves. We portray ourselves as generous, thankful, and loving people, 
yet fail to answer God’s call in a situation because we perceive the cost 
to be too great. Jesus did not simply mean for his message to be about 
two words. He also meant that when you say you are a disciple, make 
sure you are a disciple as well. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

Record Update Help! 

We need your help to update our 
parish records. Many folks have 
disconnected their landlines or 
changed their cell phone number. 
If you have moved or changed 
your phone number, please fill out 
and return an information card as 
soon as possible. The cards can be 
found in the entryway of the 
church and returned to the parish 
office or dropped in the collection 
basket. 

Regulations on Fasting and Abstinence  

Fasting and abstinence have a long history in the Church. The custom 
of self-denial is meant to simplify one’s lifestyle so that freed from all 
distractions, we may hear and respond to God’s continued call to con-
version and holiness.  

 Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by 
all Catholics between the ages of 18 to 59 years (inclusive). On 
days of fasting, one full meal is allowed. Two smaller meals, suffi-
cient to maintain strength, may be taken according to one’s needs, 
but together should not equal another full meal. Liquids are al-
lowed. 

 Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics who are 14 
years of age or older. Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, and 
Good Friday are days of abstinence.  

 Pastoral Note: Persons unable to observe the above regulations due 
to ill health or other serious reasons, may practice other forms of 
self-denial that are suitable to their condition.  



 Page 6 



Arnold, Barbara 
Barr, Bill 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Christ, Kathryn  
Comeau, Teresa 
Congui, Mario 
Curtis, Sherlyl 
Daniels, Joshua 
DeZarn, Vickie 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferrara, Antoinette 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Huff, Walt & Carole 
Irvin, John and Marsha 
Kindel, Helen 
Kirchgessner, Marie  
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Matthew 

LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Maharne, Cecile 
Manley, Jan 
Manley, Paul 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Parmigiani, George 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Privitera, Sandy  
Roberts, Deacon Lionel 
Romani, Angelo  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Thompson, Susan E. 
Thuline, James and Lil 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Youngman, Ruth 
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If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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