Blessed Trinity

Over 60 YEARS COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel
March 19, 2023 = The Fourth Sunday of Lent

How Jesus looks at us every time
we look at a crucifix

By Philip Kosloski

Whenever we look at a crucifix, we should remember that Jesus is also look-
ing at us with great love.

ften when we look at a crucifix, we envision ourselves at the foot of the cross, gazing
upon the lifeless body of our Savior.

However, the depiction of Jesus on the crucifix should also recall to our hearts the reality
that Jesus is looking back at us.

Benedict XVI highlighted this reality in an Angleus message from 2007.
Contemplating the Crucified One with the eyes of faith we can understand in depth what sin is, how
tragic is its gravity, and at the same time, how immense is the Lord’s power of forgiveness and mercy.

Continued on page 2



https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/angelus/2007/documents/hf_ben-xvi_ang_20070225.html

PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

DEACONS
Deacon Bill Lovelace
Deacon Lionel Roberts,
Deacon Emeritus

CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Masses
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM, 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org.

Confessions will be held
Saturdays 2:45-3:45

PARISH OFFICE
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm
1600 54TH AVE S.

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33712

PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679

WEB SITE
http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook

PAGE 2
... Continued from cover

During these days of Lent, let us not distance our hearts from this
mystery of profound humanity and lofty spirituality. Looking at
Christ, we feel at the same time looked at by him. He whom we
have pierced with our faults never tires of pouring out upon the
world an inexhaustible torrent of merciful love.

Sometimes it can be tempting to forget that Jesus is alive and is
present not only in the world, but in our own personal life. He is
there, with us, by our side.

Jesus looks at us with great tenderness and love, no matter how
many times we have failed.

The next time you look at a crucifix, let yourself feel the love of
Jesus flow down from the cross and into your heart.

Reprinted with permission from aleteia.org

An Act of Contrition

Forgive me my sins, O Lord, forgive me my sins; the sins of my youth,
the sins of my age, the sins of my soul, the sins of my body, my idle
sins, my serious voluntary sins, the sins I know, the sins I do not know;
the sins I have concealed so long, and which are now hidden from my
memory.

I am truly sorry for every sin, mortal and venial, for all the sins of my
childhood up to the present hour.

I know my sins have wounded Thy Tender Heart, O my Saviour, let me
be freed from the bonds of evil through the most bitter passion of my
Redeemer. Amen.

O my Jesus, forget and forgive what I have been.

Apostles' Creed

At Mass today we are using the Apostles' Creed instead of the Nicene
Creed. The origins of the Apostles' Creed are believed to predate the
Nicene Creed. It is universally recognized by many Christians as a
shared statement of our faith in God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

The Apostles' Creed may be used at any Sunday Mass, but the church
particularly recommends its use during Lent and Easter time. Why? Be-
cause the words of this ancient Creed have been used for centuries as
the basis of our baptismal promises, and the seasons of Lent and Easter
put a strong focus on baptism. During Lent we prepare those who will
be baptized at Easter while readying ourselves to renew our own baptis-
mal promises. As we recite the Apostles' Creed, it will stir up in our
hearts our commitment to Christ which was first made at our own bap-
tisms and prepare us to renew our promises this Easter.


http://btsp.org/

Thoughts Worth Sharing
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FAITHFUL

Fourth Sunday of Lent DISCIPLE

1Sm 16:1b, 6-7,10-13a | Eph 5:8-14 | I]n 9:1-41

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Five days, five minutes of sunshine: That’s how the city where

| live greeted 2023. As the month wore on, the gloom seemed
unrelenting with only momentary breaks in the clouds. When
the sun did return, people posted photos on social media with a
combination of joy and relief. That experience hints at the effect
Jesus had on St. Paul and the early Christians. As he writes, “You
were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.” Today,
just as then, Jesus brings light and healing to the darkness with-
in us and within our world. Unlike the elusive sun, we can see the
light of Jesus every day - in the people we love, the kindness of
strangers, moments of prayer, unexpected joys. In turn, St. Paul
encourages us to “live as children of light” by being the face of
Jesus to others.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Even in the midst of Lent as a penitential season, the Sunday
readings offer us much hope. Consider today’s familiar story
of Jesus healing the blind man. He doesn’t just tell the man to
open his eyes. Instead, Jesus smears clay on the man’s eyes
and has him wash in the Pool of Siloam; only then does the
blind man see. He was transformed through Christ. Through
our baptism we, too, have been transformed and “enlight-
ened,” becoming sons and daughters of light (ccc1216). As we
continue to observe Lent, perhaps we're working on areas

in our life where we have been spiritually blind - or at least
not seeing 20/20. Through our baptism and the sacraments,
we can be healed and transformed by Jesus, the “light of the
world.” In turn we can share that light with others, as we con-
tinue to grow in the virtues of “goodness and righteousness
and truth” of which St. Paul speaks.

PRAY Psalm 23 is a favorite of many and for good reason.
Read or listen to it this week as encouragement on your
Lenten journey:

The Lord is my shepherd; | shall not want.
In verdant pastures he gives me repose;
beside restful waters he leads me;

he refreshes my soul.
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This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, March 18, Vigil for the Fourth Sunday of Lent

4:00 p.m. Clifford Thomas (Dec)

Sunday, March 19, The Fourth Sunday of Lent

8:00 a.m. Vern Fox (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Philip Roach (Dec)

Monday, March 20, Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

8:00 a.m. David Keefe (Dec)

Tuesday, March 21, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Virginia Alienello (Dec)

Wednesday, March 22, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, March 23, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Rachel Dutilly (Liv)

Friday, March 24, Lenten Weekday
8:00 a.m. Dennis Dutilly (Dec)

Saturday, March 25, Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord

8:00 a.m. Michael John Sherlock (Dec)
Baptlsm Saturday, March 25, Vigil for the Fifth Sunday of Lent
We are honored that you wpqld 4:00 p.m. Mary McCartney (Dec)
like to choose Blessed Trinity .
your child! We ask that you please | 8:00 a.m. Bernie Bast (Dec)
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene- 9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
reux, at the Parish Office for infor- 11:30 a.m. Aurelia Vargas Romero (Dec)

mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Prayer for Priests &

Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

03/19 « Rev Joseph M. Paek, OSB

03/20 « Rev. Israel Hernandez

03/21 « Rev. Clement E. Rees, OSB

03/22 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
03/23 « Rev. David Delulio

03/24 « Rev. William J. Swengros

03/25 « For All Bishops

Our beautiful Altar Flowers
this week have been donated
in thanksgiving and
remembrance of the
Holley and
Azarewicz families.

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.




Pray for Someone New Everyday Pace 5

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Talking about discipleship and truly being a disciple are two very dif-
ferent things. It is easier to know what we should do than to carry out.
Many saints from our tradition have had much to say about this strug-
gle to do what they know they must do, and not do that which they
know they shouldn't. It is part of being human.

Without God, we have no chance to overcome this predicament. With-
out God, our actions can ring hollow, or often we are too immobilized
to act at all. Without God, we suffer with blindness to the truth of what
is important and eternal.

The story in John 9 of Jesus healing the blind man is about more than a
physical healing and just one man. It is about how each of us can find
healing of our blindness by turning to Jesus Christ. Are you someone
that has been saying, "I don't understand all this talk of discipleship and
stewardship; what's the big deal?" We all have a blindness that needs to
be healed, and the body of Christ needs you so that God's presence in
our world can be seen in a more profound manner. The reality is that
God heals the blindness of those who seek him so that, in turn, they
may be vehicles by which others may see as well.

This Lent, you are invited to bring your blindness to Jesus. All the writ-
ten reflections in the world will not give you new eyes. Those eyes can
only be found in Jesus.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

© Liturgical Publications Inc

Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!
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The Transfiguration

BY RAFFAELLO SANZIO
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For those wishing to contribute towards the Altar flowers, you may do so in two ways:
1. Use the Easter Flowers Envelope included in your envelope packet.
I 2. Complete this form and return it to the office with your donation.
. Please Check One:
The names of the donors will be
listed in the bulletin. Deadline O In Honor of O In Memory of
I for inclusion of your name in
the Easter bulletin is Sunday,
April 2. The names listed for ,
I remembrance and honor will be Donor’s Name:
placed on the altar. Donation Amount: $




CRS Rice Bowls

Blessed Trinity is making Rice
Bowls with Lenten reflection cal-
endars available for parishioners
| to participate. You can pick one
B up in the vestibule at the back of
the church. At the end of Lent,
please do not bring the Rice
Bowls back to the church, but
rather, count the money you have collected and write a check payable to
Catholic Relief Services and mail to:

Catholic Relief Services
CRS Rice Bowl
PO Box 5200
Harlan, IA 51593-0700

You may also donate online at www.crsricebowl.org

5™ Annual Hispanic Men’s Conference
“THE EUCHARIST IN YOUR LIFE”

Presented by the Diocese of St. Petersburg and Suncoast Catholic Min-
istries. The event (in Spanish) will be held on Saturday, April 15, 2023,
from 7:30am to 3:00pm, in the Social Hall of Nativity Catholic Church,
705 E. Brandon Blvd., Brandon, FL. Guest Speakers are Fr. Pedro
Nufiez, EWTN radio and television host, and Fr. Rafael Capé, Na-
tional Eucharistic Preacher and Dean of Theology at St. Thomas Uni-
versity in Miami.

Cost is $35 per individual ticket, and $20 per ticket for father and son
attending together. Cost at the door, if tickets still available, is $40. To
buy tickets and for more information, visit:
http://suncoastcatholicministries.com/espanol

Ecumenical Good Friday Stations of the Cross

St. Matthew Episcopal Church will be hosting their long-time tradition
of Ecumenical Good Friday Stations of the Cross. There will be a short
service in the church at 12:00pm which will be followed by the stations
out on the property. After the Dismissal of the Crowd you may leave or
return into the church for the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified.

The church is located at 738 Pinellas Point Drive South, St. Petersburg,
33705. For more information call St. Matthew Episcopal Church at 727
-866-2187.
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Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

#) flocknote

Keep in touch with us!

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect
with us online at
btsp.flocknote.com

Messa in Italiano

Our Lady’s Chapel,
Cathedral of St. Jude
5815 - 5th Avenue N.

March 26 at 4:00pm
Please come to pray and sing in
ITALIANO

Celebrant:
Fr. Anthony M. Fortunato, OdeM.



http://www.crsricebowl.org/
http://suncoastcatholicministries.com/espanol

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound -

Arnold, Barbara

Barr, Bill

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Christ, Kathryn
Comeau, Teresa
Curtis, Sherlyl
Daniels, Joshua
DeZarn, Vickie
D’Azzo, Lina

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Fitzgerald, Dan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len

Hoffman, Bette

Huff, Walt & Carole
Irvin, John and Marsha
Kindel, Helen
Kirchgessner, Marie
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Matthew

LeVan, George

Lewis, Cynthia
Maharne, Cecile
Manley, Jan

Manley, Paul
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Newcomb, Jeff
O’Connor, Mary
Parmigiani, George
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy

Riley, Marie

Roberts, Deacon Lionel
Romani, Angelo
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Stankiewicz, Cy
Tarnowski, Lawrence
Thompson, Susan E.
Thuline, James and Lil
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Youngman, Ruth

To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com

www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ ] @

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for

‘\Pnrishioner
LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC B &

long-term care residents today.
To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404

Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org
€) FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

CONTACT ME Peter Stewart

pstewart@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6123

REPAIRS REMODELING NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

Repair Parts ® Water Heaters
Electrical Sewer Cleaning Service

323-2300

2727-23rd Ave. N. Carl H. Jonasson, Sr.  CFC1425970
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318  Barbara J. Pace ¢ CFC1427395

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

), FLORIDA
g‘% /i OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM
\N% !

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

16-0289



4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett ’Funera[ ‘J-[ome Tel. 727-321-3321

&; C,’,.ema/tion SeWiCQS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




