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ey Over 60 YEARS COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel
April 16, 2023 = Divine Mercy Sunday

What is Divine Mercy Sunday?
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By Philip Kosloski
Divine Mercy Sunday is a name for the second Sunday in the Easter season.

For many centuries, the Second Sunday of Easter was nicknamed Low Sunday, in contrast to the High
Sunday of Easter. Additionally, the newly baptized would wear their baptismal gowns during the eight
days of the Easter Octave. According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, the Second Sunday of Easter “was con-
sequently known as dominica in albis (deponendis), the Sunday of the (laying aside of the) white gar-
ments.”

However, in recent years this same Sunday has been given another celebration: Divine Mercy Sunday.
Renamed in the year 2000

In 2000, Saint John Paul II canonized the Polish religious mystic Faustina Kowalska, and during his homily
officially designated the Second Sunday of Easter “Divine Mercy Sunday.”

John Paul II did this to endorse Faustina’s private revelations as well as to put more emphasis on Divine

Continued on page 2



http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01251b.htm
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Mercy in the 21st century. He explained during his homily, “Divine
Mercy reaches human beings through the heart of Christ crucified:
‘My daughter, say that I am love and mercy personified,” Jesus will
ask Sr. Faustina (Diary, p. 374). Christ pours out this mercy on hu-
manity though the sending of the Spirit who, in the Trinity, is the
Person-Love. And is not mercy love’s ‘second name’ (cf. Dives in
misericordia, n. 7), understood in its deepest and most tender aspect,
in its ability to take upon itself the burden of any need and, especial-
ly, in its immense capacity for forgiveness? Today my joy is truly
great in presenting the life and witness of Sr. Faustina Kowalska to
the whole Church as a gift of God for our time ... Jesus told Sr
Faustina: ‘Humanity will not find peace until it turns trustfully to di-
vine mercy’

(Diary, p. 132).”

The Polish pope then went on to proclaim, “It is important then
that we accept the whole message that comes to us from the word
of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on
throughout the Church will be called ‘Divine Mercy Sunday.’”

Jesus requested this “name change”

Jesus requested that this Second Sunday of Easter be named “Divine
Mercy Sunday” in a vision to Saint Faustina that she wrote down in
her Diary.

On one occasion, I heard these words: My daughter, tell the whole
world about My Inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Mer-
cy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sin-
ners. On that day the very depths of My tender mercy are open. I
pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the
fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession and receive
Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and pun-
ishment. On that day all the divine floodgates through which grace
flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw near to Me, even though its
sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great that no mind, be it of man or
of angel, will be able to fathom it throughout all eternity. Everything
that exists has come forth from the very depths of My most tender
mercy. Every soul in its relation to Me will contemplate My love and
mercy throughout eternity. The Feast of Mercy emerged from My
very depths of tenderness. It is My desire that it be solemnly cele-
brated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have
peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mercy. (Diary 699)Yes, the
first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of Mercy, but there must also be
deeds of mercy, which are to arise out of love for Me. You are to
show mercy to our neighbors always and everywhere. You must not
shrink from this or try to absolve yourself from it. (Diary 742)

Both Pope Benedict XVI and Pope Francis have affirmed this new
tradition and the new feast has become an official part of the Catho-
lic Church’s liturgical calendar.

Reprinted with permission from Aleteia.org


http://btsp.org/
https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/2000/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_20000430_faustina.html
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Sunday of Divine Mercy  oisciie
Acts 2:42-47 | 1Pt1:3-9 | Jn 20:19-31

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

“I'll believe it when | see it.” We've all said this at some point,
usually in response to hearing about someone unreliable doing
something out of character. St. Thomas had the same reaction
in today’s Gospel when he wasn’t there when the other disci-
ples saw Christ for the first time since he rose from his tomb

- “Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my
finger into the nailmarks and put my hand into his side, | will
not believe.” Although Jesus helped Thomas with his unbelief,
he blesses those who have not seen, but believe. Have any of us
seen the nail marks in Christ’s hands and feet, or the wound in
his side? Do we see Christ’s body and blood on the altar, or do
we see only the gifts of bread and wine? Christ comes to us in
ways we can understand initially - parables, bread and wine, the
face of people we meet throughout our daily lives - but our faith
in what we have not seen, in the great mystery of our salvation,
is what makes us Christian.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In today’s first reading, we hear reports of the lives of the first
disciples soon after Pentecost: communal living, breaking bread
together, prayer, selling of their property and possessions and
redistributing among themselves according to individual needs.
To our ears today, this idyllic community living seems almost
incredible. Yet these first disciples were infused with the Holy
Spirit, who enabled them to proclaim the Gospel and think of
others before themselves. As Christ’s disciples today, how are
we behaving toward one another? If we truly are among those
who have not seen and yet believe, let’s act in full confidence.
As we heard in the second reading, our faith is “more precious
than gold that is perishable even though tested by fire.” We cer-
tainly aren’t perfect, and our faith at times can be sorely tested,
and yet this is our call: to share this faith by doing good works in
Christ’s name to make disciples and build the kingdom of God.
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S INVITATION People often see Christ through the words and
(Jn 20:27)

actions of others. This week, actively seek out opportunities to
be the hands of Christ. What opportunities does your commu-
nity have to practice corporal works of mercy?
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This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, April 15, Vigil for Divine Mercy Sunday
4:00 p.m. James Lawler & Pat Sullivan (Dec)

Sunday, April 16, Divine Mercy Sunday

8:00 a.m. Wayne Cline (Dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Delena Romani (Dec)

Monday, April 17, Monday of the Second Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Jacqueline Engels (Dec)

Tuesday, April 18, Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Henry P. Clark (Dec)

Wednesday, April 19, Wednesday of the Second Week of Easter

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, April 20, Thursday of the Second Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. William Machuga (Dec)

Friday, April 21, Friday of the Second Week of Easter

8:00 a.m. Ndubuisi Mbano (Dec)

Saturday, April 22, Saturday of the Second Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. William Hueston (Dec)

Saturday, April 22, Vigil for Third Sunday of Easter
4:00 p.m. Sylvia Laudermilk Meyers (Dec)

Sunday, April 23, Third Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m. Lucilyn & Henry Clark (Dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Marlene Romani (Dec)

Prayer for Priests &
Future Priests

Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

04/16 » Rev. James Johnson

04/17 « Rev. Thomas Morgan

04/18 « Rev. Bibin Mathew, IC

04/19 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
04/20 « Msgr. Robert F. Morris

04/21 « Rev. Cesar Petilla

04/22 « Rev. William C. Fickel, SSS

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.




Pray for Someone New Everyday
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SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2023
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7:30AM.-5PM.
4 P.M. Mass of Renewal with Bishop Gregory Parkes
¢ Catnedral of St. Jude the Apostle

3815 5th Ave N., St. Petersburg

For more Information, visit:

COURAGEOUSLY WWN.008p.0rg/heartofmary
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY
MOMENTS

Due to the constant unchecked flow of data and information through
the Internet, it can be hard to know when a story is real news or rub-
bish. It never ceases to amaze me when someone I know has bought
into some crazy fake news story. Sometimes the story is just so unbe-
lievable: celebrities who gained two hundred pounds in a month, wom-
en having babies who were never pregnant, or people actually being
seen who are dead! Like Elvis!

The apostle Thomas found the news that Jesus was alive just too far-
fetched to believe. But he didn't first hear the news on the Internet or
read it standing in the grocery store checkout line. His friends told him.
His fellow apostles told him they had actually seen the Lord with their
own eyes. Their testimony was not enough. He needed proof.

The resurrection of Jesus gives us not only hope, but also a reason to be
his disciples. We have not seen with our own eyes but, like Thomas,
we have a community, the Church, that has relayed the truth to us. This
same Jesus now calls us to go forth to spread the Gospel. More unbe-
lievable than that, we have, through the gifts we have been given, a
chance to change and even save lives. The day may come that you,
moved by this news of the risen Lord, will be an agent of his love to
the point where someone will tell the tale that you, a follower of Jesus,
actually helped to change his or her life. Pretty unbelievable, right?

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

© Liturgical Publications Inc
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Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code

A LENTEN SPECIAL
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St. Anselm | April 21

St. Anselm of Canterbury left
his home in Italy to travel as a
young man and ended up at
the monastery in Bec, France,
which was known for the
teachings of its leader,
Lanfranc. Anselm rose quick-
ly to become abbot of the
community and his writings
are now compared in im-
portance to those of St. Au-
gustine.
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In 1093 Anselm was appointed Archbishop of Canterbury by William 11
Rufus, the son and successor of William the Conqueror. However, at the
time there was a controversy in Europe over whether kings or the pope
had the power to invest bishops. Anselm, who believed only the pope
should have the right to invest an ecclesiastical authority, spent much of
his time as Archbishop exiled in Rome.

St. Anselm’s teaching and works of theology are his most important
contribution to the Catholic faith. He is considered of the fathers of
scholastic theology and his chief achievement in philosophy was the
ontological argument for the existence of God. His work Cur Deus ho-
mo? taught that atonement for sins could only be achieved through
Christ. He was canonized in 1494 and named a Doctor of the Church in
1720. o Lpi

Mass of Healin§
for Survivors of Abuse

SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2023
11:00 A.M.

Cathedral of St. JU@@the Apostle
5815 5th Ave N, StePetersburg

Open to the public. ThiS\Mass is for those
in need of spiritual healing because of
abuse in all forms, including sexual,
physical or emotional, and those who
wish to pray for victims/survivors of
abuse, their family and friends.

Livestream Available: dosp.org/livestream
Youtube.com/DioceseofStPete | Facebook.com/DioStPete
- ‘
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DIQCESE OF ST, PETERSBURG

CATHOLIC
MINISTRY

2023 Goal $74,446.52

’ GOAL

100%

75%

50%

25%

$39,271

53%

Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

#) flocknote

Keep in touch with us!

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect
with us online at
btsp.flocknote.com

CRS Rice Bowls

At the end of Lent, please do not
bring the Rice Bowls back to the
church, but rather, count the mon-
ey you have collected and write a
check payable to Catholic Relief
Services and mail to:

Catholic Relief Services
CRS Rice Bowl
PO Box 5200
Harlan, IA 51593-0700

You may also donate online at
www.crsricebowl.org


http://www.crsricebowl.org/

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound -

Arnold, Barbara

Barr, Bill

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Christ, Kathryn
Comeau, Teresa
Curtis, Sherlyl
Daniels, Joshua
DeZarn, Vickie
D’Azzo, Lina

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Fitzgerald, Dan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len

Hoffman, Bette

Huff, Walt

Irvin, John and Marsha
Kindel, Helen
Kirchgessner, Marie
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Matthew

LeVan, George

Lewis, Cynthia
Maharne, Cecile
Manley, Jan

Manley, Paul
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Newcomb, Jeff
O’Connor, Mary
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen
Privitera, Sandy

Riley, Marie

Roberts, Deacon Lionel
Romani, Angelo
Shelby, Ron & Montez
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Susan E.
Thuline, James and Lil
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Youngman, Ruth

To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com

www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ ] @

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for

‘\Pnrishioner
LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC B &

long-term care residents today.
To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404

Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org
€) FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

CONTACT ME Peter Stewart

pstewart@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 477-4574 x6123

REPAIRS REMODELING NEW WORK

JOHNNIE JONES PLUMBING CO.

Repair Parts ® Water Heaters
Electrical Sewer Cleaning Service

323-2300

2727-23rd Ave. N. Carl H. Jonasson, Sr.  CFC1425970
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318  Barbara J. Pace ¢ CFC1427395

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

), FLORIDA
g‘% /i OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM
\N% !

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

16-0289



4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett ’Funera[ ‘J-[ome Tel. 727-321-3321

&; C,’,.ema/tion SeWiCQS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




