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No “yours” or “mine”:
Celebrating the Most Holy Trinity

® 4

By Brother Silas Henderson, SDS

Sunday's feast was a late addition to the Church calendar.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be
with all of you. —2 Corinthians 13:13

There is an Indian folk tale about three blind men who examine an elephant to try to determine what sort
of animal it might be. One grabs hold of the elephant’s tail and exclaims, “This creature is very like a
rope.” The second man runs his hand over one of the tusks, declaring, “This creature is very like a
spear.” Finally, the third man, patting the wide, solid side of the elephant, says, “This creature is surely a
wall.”

Individually, each of the blind men grasped an aspect of the majestic creature, but their understanding
was limited. But, by sharing their insights, they were given an understanding of elephants than none of
them could have alone.

Like the experience of those three men, all of the Church’s various celebrations throughout the year
work together to help us enter more deeply into the mysteries of salvation and the ways that God has
been—and continues to be—at work in the world. This Sunday’s celebration honoring the Most Holy
Trinity is no exception.
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This special day honoring the Holy Trinity was, however, a fairly late
addition to the Church’s cycle of seasons and feasts. In fact, Pope Alex-
ander II (d. 1077) is said to have objected to having a special day to
honor the Holy Trinity because, as he observed, the Holy Trinity is cel-
ebrated every Sunday and every day in the Church’s prayer. It was Pope
John XII who made the Feast of the Holy Trinity part of the official lit-
urgy of the Universal Church in 1334.

Falling as it does on the Sunday after Pentecost, this day honoring the
Trinity brings together all the mysteries that we have celebrated during
the seasons of Lent and Easter: the creative, saving, and sanctifying
work of God that not only freed us from the powers of sin and death,
but which also unites us as a community of faith—the Church.

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity also reminds us that the God
whom we adore is “one God in the Trinity” and “Trinity in unity” (from
The Athanasian Creed), inviting us to consider that all of our relation-
ships are reflections of that unique and dynamic communion that exists
within God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. By grace, we are
constantly being invited to be part of that relationship, to live in the
love of God.

We get a sense of this when we recall Jesus’ words to his disciples
(recounted in the Sunday and weekday Gospels in the days before Pen-
tecost) about his relationship with the Father and the Holy Spirit, whom
he promised would come to his followers after his departure. In these
beautiful texts, Jesus explains that the promised Spirit “will take from
what is mine and declare it to you.” But, as Sister Barbara Reid, O.P.,
notes, “What is Jesus’ is also what is the Father’s as Jesus asserts,
‘Everything that the Father has is mine.” There is no ‘yours and mine’
in the Godhead—only ‘ours,’ as the three interweave in a communion
of love in which there is no possessiveness” (from Abiding Word).

In the end, our celebration of Trinity Sunday is an invitation for us to
continue to move beyond our selves and our own sense of “mine.” God
continues to bless us—in the ongoing act of creation, in the freely given
gifts of healing and redemption of Christ, and the life-giving Spirit that
inspires faith, hope, and love—and invites us to receive the graces and
gifts he so freely gives. We are called to extend that invitation to others
by sharing what we have received.

What gifts and blessings have you received that you are
hesitant or unwilling to share with others? How does the
communion of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit challenge
you to open yourself to building relationships of love with
those around you?

Words of Wisdom: “I am deeply convinced that most human suffering
comes from broken relationships. Anger, jealousy, resentment, and feel-
ings of rejection all find their source in conflict between people who
yearn for unity, community, and a deep sense of belonging. By claim-
ing the Holy Trinity as home for our relational lives, we claim the truth
that God gives us what we most desire and offers us the grace to forgive
each other for not being perfect in love.” —Henri Nouwen in Sabbati-
cal Journey Reprinted with permission Aleteia.org
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Thoughts Worth Sharing
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FAITHFUL

Solemnity of the Most DISCIPLE
Holy Trinity

Ex 34:4b-6, 8-9 | 2 Cor13:11-13 | Jn 3:16-18

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Last Sunday the Church celebrated the Solemnity of Pentecost:

the birthday of the Church and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
into the world. Today we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy
Trinity, giving adoration and glory to the three divine persons in
our one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - three in unity, or Triune.
In the Gospel we heard, John tells us: “God so loved the world that
he gave his only Son.” If you're going to write one Bible verse on a
piece of cardboard and hold it up at a football game, this is it! John
3:16 encapsulates a Christian belief: We are loved by the Father
beyond measure, and that love is incarnated - takes human flesh

- in the divine person of his Son. But there is something deeper
within this verse that comes to light much later in the Gospel: Jesus
revealed that when he, the Son, returned to the Father, he would not
leave us alone. (Jn14: 26-28) Instead, the Holy Spirit came to be with
us and remain with us. This is our God whom we celebrate and give
thanks to: one in being, three in person. His love is unceasing and
his Spirit dwells within and among us to guide us, advocate for us,
and draw us ever closer to himself in that love.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When it comes to evangelization, you could write a Bible verse
on a piece of cardboard, hold it up in a crowded place and hope
it piques someone’s interest. But we can take a cue from St. Paul
in the second reading as well. He encourages us to mend our
ways, encourage one another and “greet one another with a holy
kiss.” And then he offers a prayer for the Corinthians: “The grace
of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit be with all of you.” Imagine what the world would
be like if we all lived like that - if we worked to mend our mis-
takes, encouraged each other, and earnestly prayed for the grace,
love, and fellowship of God to be upon every person. That would
be a true witness to God’s presence in the world.

This week, pray a Holy Trinity novena. The word “novena”
comes from the Latin word for “nine,” and they typically include
nine days of prayer, asking God for a specific intention, and begin-
ning or ending on a feast or solemnity. Trust in the Triune God who
loves you and offer him your heart. You may find the comfort or
wisdom you seek.




This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

The beautiful altar flowers
were given by
Joanne Heffern
in loving memory of
Vince Heffern.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, June 3, Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, Marytrs
8:00 a.m. Gary Tocklin (Dec)

Saturday, June 3, Vigil for The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

4:00 p.m. James Lawler and Pat Sullivan (Dec)

Sunday, June 4, Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity

8:00 a.m. Robert Smith Family

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Rosemary Smith (Dec)

Monday, June 5, Memorial of Saint Boniface, Bishop and Martyr
8:00 a.m. Vince Heffern (Dec)

Tuesday, June 6, Memorial of Saint. Norbert, Bishop

8:00 a.m. Rosemary Smith (Dec)

Wednesday, June 7, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, June 8, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Bill Hueston (Dec)

Friday, June 9, Saint Ephrem of Syria, Deacon and Doctor of
the Church

8:00 a.m. Jay Lamb (Dec)

Saturday, June 10, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Tom Margraff (Dec)

Saturday, June 10, Vigil for The Solemnity of the Body and Blood
of Christ

4:00 p.m. Bill Hueston (Dec)

Sunday, June 11, Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ

8:00 a.m. Bill Hueston (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. David Alienello (Dec)

Journeying Through Grief

“Grief is not a sign of weakness.
It is a tribute to the loved one
who died, and a healthy response
to our heart ache.”

If you would like to be part of a
Grief-Support “group” or you
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the par-
ish office, 727-867-3663




Pray for Someone New Everyday

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

06/04 « Rev. Tim Cummings

06/05 « Rev. Joshua Hare

06/06 * Alexander Fleming, Seminarian

06/07 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
06/08 * Rev. Lou Turcotte

06/09 ¢ Thuan Tran, Seminarian

06/10 « Msgr. Robert C. Gibbons

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY
MOMENTS

Ready for His Return

Where is that guy with the rainbow wig holding a “John 3:16” sign
in the end zone at NFL football games? Younger readers may not
have any idea what I am talking about! You used to see this guy on
TV all the time wearing “Jesus Saves” shirts and holding his sign.
Most thought he was a harmless guy, but now he is serving multiple
life sentences for taking hostages at a hotel near LAX in 1992. His
name is Rollen Stewart and he believed — and continues to believe
while in prison — that Jesus’ second coming is imminent. His ex-
treme actions were meant to make people take notice and listen to
him. Now he sits behind bars, and most in the world see his name as
nothing more than an answer to a trivia question.

It is a sad story when people hurt others or use extreme methods in
the name of God. Mr. Stewart’s belief that simply getting people to
listen to his message is the most important step in their salvation is
misguided. His poor stewardship should stand in stark contrast to
our good stewardship. Our actions, seasoned at times with our
words, should be the evidence people need to see the transformative
power of Jesus Christ. We do believe that he is indeed coming
again. But once you have committed yourself to him and live in his
life on earth, when he returns is not our main concern. We are ready
whenever that time comes, and hopefully, we can help others be
ready as well by our example.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©OLPi
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Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code

ITSA
MIRACLE!

ST ﬁonsEpT

FEAST DAY
JUNE 6




Bring Your Appetite!
Parents Pancake Breakfast

June 11
After the 8:00a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Masses
Free for parents and kids 12 and under.

Hosted by the Knights of Columbus

Be Prepared

Stay Informed

Take Shelter

Local Resources

Use Good Judment
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DIQCESE OF 5T, PETERSBURG

CATHOLIC
MINISTRY

2023 Goal $74,446.52

o g

100%

75%

50%

25%
$48,946
66%

Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

&) flocknote

Keep in touch with us!

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect
with us online at
btsp.flocknote.com

PART-TIME COOK
NEEDED

Missionaries of Africa Community
Retirement Home (9 men) in St.
Petersburg has an immediate open-
ing for a cook, to provide meals for
lunch and supper on Saturday and
Sunday. If you, or someone you
know may be interested in this
hourly position, please send an e-
mail to star30@verizon.net.

Contact Denise at 813-215-9535
with any questions you may have
regarding this position.
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound -

Arnold, Barbara Lawler, Matthew —_—

Barr, Bill LeVan, George

Brown, Bob & Beverly Lewis, Cynthia

Cavaliere, Lois Mabharne, Cecile

Christ, Kathryn Manley, Jan

Comeau, Teresa Manley, Paul

Curtis, Sherlyl Mays, Susan

Daniels, Joshua Membreno, Mary & Gus

DeZarn, Vickie Mesick, Phil & Nancy

D’Azzo, Lina Nagy, Matthew -

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren Newcomb, Jeff Anointing Of the SiCk
Ferrara, Antoinette O’Connor, Mary o )
Fitzgerald, Dan Parmigiani, Valerie To request the Anointing of the Sick
Forbes, Monica & Tom Preeper, Helen for yourself or a loved one, please con-
Genereux, Carol Riley, Marie ‘ tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.
Grimberg, Carol Roberts, Deacon Lionel

Hawkins, Barbara Romani, Angelo

Helbig, Len Shelby, Ron & Montez

Hoffman, Bette Stankiewicz, Cy

Huff, Walt Thompson, Susan E. If you or a close family member would
Irvin, John and Marsha Thuline, James and Lil like to be added or removed from our
Kindel, Helen Vanderbeck, Jay list. pl tact th ish of
Kirchgessner, Marie Walsh, Thomas prayer 1ist, picasc contact the parish ol-
Lanigan, John Youngman, Ruth fice at 727-867-3663.

Lashley, Diana

=i | \JOLUNTEER
Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com

www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100 P u
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ m :H;f;

\parishioner B cOLoweLLBANKER REauy || BecOome an advocate for
long-term care residents today.
Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co To learn more call toll-free:

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr. 1-888-831- 0404

Barbara . Pace CFC 1427395 i
arbara). Pace R Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org
727-323-2300 st Petersburg, FL 33713-4318 0 FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones
Plumbing

For all your great and
professional work in
my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

MARSHALL LAWN |[KeXelialeilelasTleil= 2

& Pest CoNTROL Florida
Lawn Spraying - Fertilizing . y FLORIDA

_Household Pests Wi OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983 17/

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

727-528-3224 CatholicMatch.com/FL
@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0289




4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett ’Funera[ ‘J-[ome Tel. 727-321-3321

&; C,’,.ema/tion SeWiCQS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




