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In praise of the Father, and our father 
Fr. Patrick Briscoe, OP  

To the one who fathers-forth, and his 
plan of sheer goodness ... 

Are not two sparrows sold for a small 
coin? Not one of them falls to the ground 
without your Father’s knowledge. Even all 
the hairs of your head are counted.  

Glory be to God for dappled things— 
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow; 
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that 
swim; Fresh-fire coal chestnut-falls; finches’ 
wings; Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, 
fallow, and plough; And all trades, their gear 
and tackle and trim. 

All things counter, original, spare, strange; Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?) With swift, slow; 
sweet, sour; adazzle, dim; He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: Praise Him. 

The English Jesuit Gerard Manley Hopkins captures the magnificence of creation, even something of the 
haunting mystery that there is something rather than nothing, in this marvelous poem. All things have come 
from God. They belong to the dynamic love of the Father. 

Hopkins in fact, concludes the paean of praise of creation describing God, saying, “He fathers-forth.” God is 
known by his work as Father, He who first creates, then sustains, and directs the whole of the order of crea-
tion. 

The fundamental Christian claim on reality is that the world did not come from nothing. Creation is not a mis-
take or a coincidence. All that is, was made by God. The Catechism begins with these words which every 
Catholic should know: 

God, infinitely perfect and blessed in himself, in a plan of sheer goodness freely created man to 
make him share in his own blessed life. 

The beauty, order, and harmony of the world we see and study all point to the greatness and love of the one 
who made it. Today, the Scriptures remind us that, “Even all the hairs of our heads are counted.” The Father 
knows things from the inside, because he has made them. 

Our own fathers hint at the kind of knowledge that our heavenly Father has. Mine seemed to have a supernatu-
ral knowledge of the thermostat for example. The care a father takes in tending a year and ordering a home are 
reflections of God our Heavenly Father who sends rains to water the fields and orders our worship. 

But God has not left His creation to its own devices. God, our Heavenly Father, sustains all that is, at every 
instance. By caring for his creation He continues to be the author of life who ennobles every 

Continued on page 2 

https://aleteia.org/author/fr-patrick-briscoe/
https://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/prologue.htm#I
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062120.cfm
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human soul with the rank of his own image and likeness. 

This likeness cannot be erased. Even our own moral failures do not ren-
der us orphans. The mechanisms of grace and the Father’s love assure 
us, that, as Pope John Paul II teaches, 

We are not the sum of our weaknesses and failures, we are 
the sum of the Father’s love for us and our real capacity to 
become the image of His Son Jesus. 

By sending his grace, particularly through the means of regular confes-
sion and worthy Holy Communions, the Father sustains us with His 
love. Pope Francis warns, 

Without the grace that comes from the Father who is in 
heaven, fathers lose courage and abandon the field. 

Human beings were made in the image of God, but the constant tempta-
tion of our culture is to efface that image. We must not let it be stamped 
out. Fathers, in particular, have a duty to their family, to protect this im-
age, by availing themselves of the graces of prayer and the sacraments. 

Finally, the Heavenly Father who creates and sustains, leads. We were 
made for something. The universe, which is ordered and patterned by 
God, is directed at something. 

Fr. James Brent describes the mystery, saying, 

God creates the world so that created persons may contem-
plate the order of things and by doing so come to know and 
love God to some extent—at least to the extent that his at-
tributes are distantly reflected in the order, beauty, and har-
mony of things. 

As the Scriptures say, we were made for life in the Father’s house. A 
life of seeing God, being united with every glory he intends. This is 
why even now, we sing, “Glory be to God for dappled things.” 

Pope Francis declares, 

A good father knows how to wait and knows how to for-
give from the depths of his heart. Certainly, he also knows 
how to correct with firmness: he is not a weak father, sub-
missive and sentimental. The father who knows how to 
correct without humiliating is the one who knows how to 
protect without sparing himself. 

To stay on this path, fathers must direct their families. Children need to 
be pressed to worship well. Fathers have to declare to them right ways 
of life, without shying away from any of the difficulties of Gospel liv-
ing. A father, who with his wife, is the first teacher of the faith, can of-
fer a child the way to holiness, the way to live with the Heavenly Fa-
ther. 

On this Father’s Day, let us rejoice in the gift of our fathers. They, like 
all of creation, are as different and unique as only God Himself could 
have imagined. Our own fathers are marked by “trades, their gear and 
tackle and trim.” They may be “fickle, freckled (who knows how?)… 
swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim.” And they are ours. Praise Him. 

http://btsp.org/
https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/sites.providence.edu/dist/4/182/files/2020/05/Thomistic-Evolution-7.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/audiences/2015/documents/papa-francesco_20150204_udienza-generale.html
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, June 17, Memorial of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
8:00 a.m.   Roberta Bocko (Dec) 

Saturday, June 17, Vigil for Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Beulah and Monica Beddoe (Dec) 

Sunday, June 18, Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Jay Lamb (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Marlene Romani (Dec) 

Monday, June 19, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Claudette McCarthy (Liv) 

Tuesday, June 20, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Ivan and Lucy Beddoe (Dec) 

Wednesday, June 21, Memorial of Saint Aloysius Gonzaga,  
   Religious 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, June 22, Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop, John Fisher,  
   Bishop & Martyr and Thomas More, Martyr 
8:00 a.m.   Edward Reed, Jr. (Dec) 

Friday, June 23, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Eileen Plasse (Dec) 

Saturday, June 24, Solemnity of the Nativity of Saint John the  
  Baptist 
8:00 a.m.   Eileen Plasse (Dec) 

Saturday, June 24, Vigil for Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Earl and Herman Beddoe (Dec) 

Sunday, June 25, Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Eileen Plasse (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Gallace Family (Dec) 

Journeying Through Grief 

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. 
It is a tribute to the loved one who 
died, and a healthy response to 
our heart ache.” 
If you would like to be part of a 
Grief-Support “group” or you 
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the par-
ish office, 727-867-3663 

 
 
 
 
 

“Life in the Spirit” 
Prayer Group 

Monday evenings at 7:00 pm  
in Courtyard Hall. 

All are welcome! 

For more information please call 

727-867-3663. 
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Stewardship Prayer 

O Divine Giver of all gifts, 
grant us the daily graces we 
need to follow closely in the 
footsteps of Jesus in the way we 
live out our lives and make use 
of our gifts. 

Daily, may we renew with You 
our small part of the world by 
allowing Your will to be accom-
plished in and through us. 

Help us to trust in Your love for 
us and to grow in our fidelity 
and relationship with You. 

We thank You for the trust You 
place in us as stewards of our 
personal gifts. May the Holy 
Spirit guide us in placing our 
time, talent and treasure at the 
service of each other so that 
together we may faithfully wit-
ness the Christian message and 
thus become Your holy people. 

Amen 

Everything you wanted 
to know about your 

faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

06/18 • Rev. Drew Woodke  
06/19 • Msgr. Desmond Daly  
06/20 • Rev. Anthony Astrab  
06/21 • For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
06/22 • Rev. Joel M. Kovanis  
06/23 • John Paul Grabowski, Seminarian  
06/24 • Rev. Gregory Andrews  

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and 
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 
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Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

2023 Goal $74,446.52 

GOAL 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

$50,242 
 
67% 
 

 

Keep in touch with us!  

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect 
with us online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY  
MOMENTS 

By Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman 

The Toy 

What does it mean to be God’s “special possession”? Our world is 
dominated by things, objects, possessions. To say we are a materialistic 
culture is an understatement. In that context, it can be really hard to 
fully appreciate the meaning of being “possessed” by God. I have so 
many possessions, after all. I acquire and discard them without thought. 
I am even overwhelmed by them. Sometimes, it feels like they possess 
me. 

But then I think of the week after Christmas in a house with small chil-
dren. In that week, there is always The Toy. The Toy that won the heart 
of your child under the tree, The Toy to which they emotionally at-
tached themselves in a whirlwind of twinkle lights and sugar cookies. 
For that one week, The Toy is all there is. There were many gifts, but 
The Toy is special, and there can only be one. 

So, what does it mean to be “possessed” by God? What does it mean to 
be of his people? It means you will be cherished and protected in ways 
you do not deserve and cannot understand. It means you are distin-
guished not by your own merit, but by the love with which you are be-
held.   

It means that you are always The Toy, and every day is Christmas.  

“Therefore, if you hearken to my voice and keep my covenant, you 
shall be my special possession, dearer to me than all other people, 
though all the earth is mine.” — Exodus 19:5 

©LPi 



Arnold, Barbara 
Barr, Bill 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Cavaliere, Lois 
Christ, Kathryn  
Comeau, Teresa 
Curtis, Sherlyl 
Daniels, Joshua 
DeZarn, Vickie 
D’Azzo, Lina 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferrara, Antoinette 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Huff, Walt  
Irvin, John and Marsha 
Kindel, Helen 
Kirchgessner, Marie  
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 

Lawler, Matthew 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Maharne, Cecile 
Manley, Jan 
Manley, Paul 
Mays, Susan 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Nagy, Matthew 
Newcomb, Jeff 
O’Connor, Mary 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riley, Marie 
Roberts, Deacon Lionel 
Romani, Angelo  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Thompson, Susan E. 
Thuline, James and Lil 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Youngman, Ruth 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for
long-term care residents today.
To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404
Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org

FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
 	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

Marshall lawn
& Pest Control
Lawn Spraying • Fertilizing

Household Pests
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983

727-528-3224

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones 

Plumbing
For all your great and 
professional work in

my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318
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 4810 Central Avenue
 Tel. 727-321-3321
 www.brettfuneralhome.net
 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

727-471-0039 | BossLegal.com

Christopher W. Boss 
Parishioner

Buying or Selling
Your Home? 

Let Boss Law Handle
Your Closing
Blessed Trinity

Parishioners Receive 
Friends/Family Discount!


