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This Bible verse contains a perfect
reflection for July 4th

By Philip Kosloski

It reminds us that we are called to use our freedom for good, and not for evil.

Independence Day in the United States is a time of thanksgiving for the gift of freedom, honoring the
democratic ideals that are at the foundation of this country.

However, with great freedom comes great responsibility.
The Bible reminds us that freedom is given to us not for evil, but for good.

Here is a simple but powerful Bible verse that we should meditate on during the festivities of July 4th,
remembering how our freedom should be used properly.

Live as free men, yet without using your freedom as a pretext for evil;
but live as servants of God.

~1 PETER 2:16

Reprinted with permission aleteia.org
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Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes

God, Our Father, Creator and Lord of the universe,
you have set the earth on its foundation
and all the elements of nature obey your command.
We humbly beseech you to keep us safe from all dangers

% g ran s 16 and calm the storm that threatens us.

May we be secure in your loving protection

and serve you always with grateful hearts.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
DEACONS who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,

PASTOR
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

Deacon Bill Lovelace
Deacon Lionel Roberts, Amen.
Deacon Emeritus

CLERGY ASSISTANCE
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta

MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Masses
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 PM
Sunday Be Prepared
8:00 AM, 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM

Follow the Sunday Mass on our Stay Informed
website, btsp.org.

Confessions will be held
Saturdays 2:45-3:45

one God, forever and ever.

Take Shelter

PARISH OFFICE
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm Local Resources
1600 54TH AVE S.
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33712

PHONE Use Good Judment
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
WEB SITE
http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook
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Thoughts Worth Sharing

]uly 2,2023 Writt;ngg

. . FAITHFUL
Thirteenth Sunday in DISCIPLE
Ordinary Time

2 Kgs 4: 8-11,14-16a | Rom 6: 3-4, 8-11 | Mt 10:37-42

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

In today’s first reading, the Shunammite woman recognized
that Elisha was “a holy man of God.” She and her husband then
went on to provide Elisha with hospitality and lodging, and she
was rewarded with a son. But how did she recognize Elisha as
the holy prophet that he was? Recognition, or lack of it, is a
recurrent theme in Scripture - from Mary Magdalene not recog-
nizing the risen Lord at the tomb to the disciples not recogniz-
ing Jesus on the road to Emmaus. In the Sermon on the Mount,
Jesus himself encouraged his listeners to learn to recognize
“false prophets” because they bear bad fruit. What do we need
to open our eyes to and recognize today? Perhaps the realiza-
tion that Jesus’ life and teachings always point us to life - life
with him and in him, on earth and for eternity. As members of
the body of Christ, let us ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with his
love so that we may bear good fruit and always choose the
road that leads to that life.

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for
my sake will find it.” Perhaps we should consider these words
from Jesus in today’s Gospel a challenge. Yes, we know that faith-
ful discipleship comes with demands. But “losing our life"? | like
to think of it as going “all in” in our response to Jesus. Investing
the most we can in our relationship with Jesus means recognizing
that he is the way and the truth and the life. And then we must
act upon that. How? Put God first in your life. Serve him before all
else. Let our relationship with Christ be like the frame that holds
a building up - let it define us, strengthen us, and shape us. And
may it allow us to recognize his loving presence in each moment
of our lives.

i) The summer months are hot in the northern hemi-
sphere, and traveling, running errands, and doing things for one-
self can be difficult for those who are adversely affected by the
heat. Take a look around you - at your neighbors or even those
who are part of your daily circle of encounters - and be inten-
tional at recognizing who they are (a child of God) and what their
needs might be. Offer specific assistance to them related to that
need, as the Shunammite woman and her husband did for Elisha.
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This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

"’ox.l S“‘Y‘
“Life in the Spirit”
Prayer Group

Monday evenings at 7:00 pm
in Courtyard Hall.

All are welcome!

For more information please call
727-867-3663.
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, July 1, Memorial of Saint Junipero Serra, Priest

8:00 a.m. Nadia Sing (Liv)
Saturday, July 1, Vigil for Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Bill Hueston (Dec)

Sunday, July 2, Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Aivars Jerumanis (Dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Mary Dziondziak (Dec)

Monday, July 3, Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle
8:00 a.m. Kayla & Nathan Roberts (Liv)

Tuesday, July 4, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Dolores & Bob Weber (Liv)
70th Wedding Anniversary

Wednesday, July 5, Memorial of Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Pope, and

Saint Elizabeth of Portugal

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, July 6, Memorial of Saint Maria Goretti, Virgin and
Martyr

8:00 a.m. Ray Kolman (Dec)

Friday, July 7, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Nadia Sing (Liv)

Saturday, July 8, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Aivars Jerumanis (Dec)

Saturday, July 8, Vigil for Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. James Lawler & Pat Sullivan (Dec)
Sunday, July 9, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Phil Roach (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. John Gaffney (Dec)

Journeying Through Grief

“Grief is not a sign of weakness.
It is a tribute to the loved one who
died, and a healthy response to
our heart ache.”

If you would like to be part of a
Grief-Support “group” or you
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the par-
ish office, 727-867-3663




Pray for Someone New Everyday

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

07/02 » Msgr. Michael Carruthers

07/03 « Rev. Ralph D’Elia III

07/04 « Rev. Jose Glenn Diaz

07/05 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
07/06 « Rev. Connor Penn

07/07 « Rev. Gary Dowsey

07/08 « Rev. Dermot J. Dunne

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.

Diocesan

A s

Sponsors

BMLegatus’

of Tampa Bay

COURAGEOUSLY
Living the Gesged

Most Reverend
Bishop Gregory Parkes

September 16th

Father Tim Anastos
Eucharistic Preacher
Diocese of Chicago

Mother Olge

of the Sacred Heart

Dr. John Bergsma Curtis Martin
St. Paul Center 2 O 2 3 Founder of Focus
501 Water Street IP‘;EU}’Elg%!.
Tampa Florida 33602
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Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code

Stewardship Prayer

O Divine Giver of all gifts,
grant us the daily graces we
need to follow closely in the
footsteps of Jesus in the way we
live out our lives and make use

of our gifts.

Daily, may we renew with You
our small part of the world by
allowing Your will to be accom-
plished in and through us.

Help us to trust in Your love for
us and to grow in our fidelity
and relationship with You.

We thank You for the trust You
place in us as stewards of our
personal gifts. May the Holy
Spirit guide us in placing our
time, talent and treasure at the
service of each other so that
together we may faithfully wit-
ness the Christian message and
thus become Your holy people.

Amen



"Chicken
Dinner

Join us for our First Friday Fish Fry

Hosted by:

The Knights of Columbus
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RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY
MOMENTS

It took five years of marriage before I was ready to have that first baby.
Of course, now that I have three children I cannot imagine a life with-
out them. After twenty-five years, I cannot imagine life without my
wife as well.

And I know that I am lucky. I know those who have lost children or
have been widowed. They couldn't imagine life without their loved
ones either.

The tough reality to digest is that we don't own those whom we love.
They are all gifts from God, entrusted to each of us as good stewards. If
we cling too tightly, we become like the steward who buried his talents
in the ground. If we don't care enough, we become like the prodigal son
who squandered his gifts on gambling and frivolous living.

But can we love our loved ones too much? I am not sure it is possible
to love others too much if it is genuine love. However, if we truly love
them, then we will want to lead them to the One that gave them to us in
the first place: God. We do that by demonstrating that no one comes
before God in our lives, not even our family.

In this world, our loved ones make living meaningful. But this world is
not the end. As much as we love them here, our ultimate goal is for
them to live eternally with God. May my wife and kids never think I
chose them over God, so that they may choose God over all else, as
well.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS © Liturgical Publications Inc
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DIOCESE OF 5T, PETERSBURG
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2023 Goal $74,446.52
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100%

75%

50%

25%

$52,215

70%

Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

&) flocknote

Keep in touch with us!

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect
with us online at
btsp.flocknote.com




Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound -

Arnold, Barbara Lawler, Matthew —_—

Barr, Bill LeVan, George /

Brown, Bob & Beverly Lewis, Cynthia

Cavaliere, Lois Mabharne, Cecile

Christ, Kathryn Manley, Jan

Comeau, Teresa Manley, Paul

Curtis, Sherlyl Mays, Susan

Daniels, Joshua Membreno, Mary & Gus

DeZarn, Vickie Mesick, Phil & Nancy

D’Azzo, Lina Nagy, Matthew -

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren Newcomb, Jeff Anointing Of the SiCk
Ferrara, Antoinette O’Connor, Mary o )
Fitzgerald, Dan Oliphant, Sean To request the Anointing of the Sick
Forbes, Monica & Tom Parmigiani, Valerie for yourself or a loved one, please con-
Genereux, Carol Preeper, Helen tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.
Grimberg, Carol Riley, Marie

Hawkins, Barbara Roberts, Deacon Lionel

Helbig, Len Romani, Angelo

Hoffman, Bette Shelby, Ron & Montez

Huff, Walt Stankiewicz, Cy If you or a close family member would
Irvin, John and Marsha Thompson, Susan E. like to be added or removed from our
Kindel, Helen Thuline, James and Lil li 1 h ish of
Kirchgessner, Marie Vanderbeck, Jay prayer list, please contact the parish of-
Lanigan, John Walsh, Thomas fice at 727-867-3663.

Lashley, Diana Youngman, Ruth

DEBRA ARCAMONTE
Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist Vo L U N T E E R

(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
3637 4th Street N. Suite 100 @ iz i}j’; ]

St. Petersburg, FL 33704
parishioner  cOLOwEL savker reary | Become an advocate for
long-term care residents today.
Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co To learn more call toll-free:

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr. 1-888-831- 0404

Barbara . Pace CFC 1427395 i
G o=, (s o Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org
727-323-2300 st Petersburg, FL 33713-4318 0 FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones
Plumbing

For all your great and
professional work in
my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

MARSHALL LAWN |[KeXelialeilelasTleil= 2

& Pest CoNTROL Florida
Lawn Spraying - Fertilizing . y FLORIDA

_Household Pests Wi OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983 17/

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

727-528-3224 CatholicMatch.com/FL
@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0289




4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett ’Funera[ ‘J-[ome Tel. 727-321-3321

&; C,’,.ema/tion SeWiCQS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

PRUOTECT YQURFUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling
Your Home?

et Boss .aw Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Triniz‘y
Parishioners Receive

Friends/Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner




