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Pope encourages “sowers of smiles,” 
saying they proclaim the Gospel  

bringing joy 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He lauds fairground workers for bringing the type of joy that comes from simplicity, the open 
air, and being in company with others. 

Pope Francis had a light-hearted, encouraging meeting with members of the national union of traveling fair-
ground workers, praising their vocation of sowing joy, reminding people that the path to happiness is 
“simplicity.” 

The audience began with a joyous rendition of “Happy birthday” for an 80-year-old nun, in which the Pope 
joined in, then pointing her out: “There she is, look! How sweet!” 

The Pope then expressed his contentment that after the pandemic, the fair ground workers are now able to re-
sume “traveling from square to square with your attractions” and said that the “Church continues to accompa-
ny you, proclaiming to you Christ the Savior, who travelled through cities and villages bringing the joyful 
news of the Kingdom of God to everyone.” 

Continued next page . . . 
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... Continued from cover 

He noted how the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii gaudium begins thus: 
“The joy of the Gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter 
Jesus” (1). 

and said these workers “cooperate in a broad sense to the proclamation 
of the Gospel” 

You are sowers of joy, do not forget this! And at times, you sow joy in 
moments when the heart is not joyful, it is heavy with problems… But 
you sow, your vocation is to disseminate joy. 

He encouraged them to stay open to the encounter with Jesus, who is 
present and active in the Church, and “in every one of the people you 
make laugh. Which is one of the beautiful things: sowers of smiles! It is 
beautiful!” 

As they ride on the merry-go-rounds in towns and cities, 
you offer children and adults carefree moments, distracting 
them a little from the worries that assail daily life. The 
happiness of a child on a merry-go-round is an image of 
wholesome joy that is part of the memory of every fami-
ly. 

The sense of joy and celebration that you spread springs from creativity 
and fantasy; it does not replicate the artificial and conformist models 
that circulate in the media; it is nurtured not by the search for ever new 
sensations, but from the simplicity and authenticity one experiences 
in a fairground. 

The Pope encouraged them: “In a world where we often breathe in a 
grey and heavy atmosphere, you remind us that the path to being happy 
is simplicity; and also from entertainment in the open air and in com-
pany, the opposite of what we increasingly see today, each person alone 
with a smartphone or computer, which isolates you from social commu-
nication.” 

You invite us to go out, to meet in the square, to have fun 
together. I appreciate you for this. And I thank you because, 
in the end, you remind us that we are not made only for 
work, but also for leisure, and God is happy when we cele-
brate together as brothers and sisters, in simplicity. And 
your vocation is to laugh and make people smile. At times 
the heart is sad, but the vocation leads you to bring smiles 
to others, smiles that make them laugh. And this is good: 
spreading smiles, spreading joy, spreading peace, spreading 
a more positive outlook than the one people are experienc-
ing at the time. Keep going, with joy… 

I commend you to the intercession of the Virgin Mary, “Mother of 
Travellers,” a sure guide who leads to Jesus. And may your patron 
Saint John Bosco and the Servant of God Don Dino Torreggiani, 
the apostle of caravans, also support you. 

Reprinted with permission aleteia.org 

http://btsp.org/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html#The_joy_of_the_gospel
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, July 15, Memorial of Saint Bonaventure, Bishop and  
  Doctor of the Church 
8:00 a.m.   Chris Roberts (Liv) 

Saturday, July 15, Vigil for Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Carole Huff (Dec) 

Sunday, July 16, Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Ann Kearney (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Marlene Romani (Dec) 

Monday, July 17, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Carole Huff (Dec) 

Tuesday, July 18, Memorial of Saint Camillus de Lellis, Priest 
8:00 a.m.   Vince Heffern (Dec) 

Wednesday, July 19, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, July 20, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Kayla and Nathan Roberts (Liv) 

Friday, July 21, Memorial of Saint Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 
8:00 a.m.   Carole Huff (Dec) 

Saturday, July 22, Feast of Saint Mary Magdalene 
8:00 a.m.   Eileen Plasse (Dec) 

Saturday, July 22, Vigil for Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Larry and Marilyn Roberts (Liv) 

Sunday, July 23, Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Joseph Marchese (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Eileen Plasse (Dec) 

Journeying Through Grief 

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. It is a tribute to the loved one who 
died, and a healthy response to our heart ache.” 
If you would like to be part of a Grief-Support “group” or you would 
prefer “one on one” support, please call Rachel between 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the parish office, 727-867-3663 

The beautiful altar flowers 
were given by Joanne Heffern 

in loving memory of  
Vince Heffern. 
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Stewardship Prayer 

O Divine Giver of all gifts, 
grant us the daily graces we 
need to follow closely in the 
footsteps of Jesus in the way we 
live out our lives and make use 
of our gifts. 

Daily, may we renew with You 
our small part of the world by 
allowing Your will to be accom-
plished in and through us. 

Help us to trust in Your love for 
us and to grow in our fidelity 
and relationship with You. 

We thank You for the trust You 
place in us as stewards of our 
personal gifts. May the Holy 
Spirit guide us in placing our 
time, talent and treasure at the 
service of each other so that 
together we may faithfully wit-
ness the Christian message and 
thus become Your holy people. 

Amen 

Everything you wanted 
to know about your 

faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

07/16 • Rev. Joseph L. Waters  
07/17 • Rev. Alan Weber  
07/18 • Austin Smith, Seminarian  
07/19 • For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
07/20 • Rev. Daniel D. Bot  
07/21 • Rev. Clement E. Rees, OSB  
07/22 • Pope Francis  

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and 
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 
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Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

2023 Goal $74,446.52 

GOAL 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

$53,395 
 
72% 
 

 

Keep in touch with us!  

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect 
with us online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY  
MOMENTS 

Over the years I have wasted a lot: a lot of money, a lot of time, and 
a lot of talent. Sometimes I didn't realize I was wasting these things 
but, after reflection, I realized I could have done more and accom-
plished much greater things. Of course, I think that is part of our 
imperfect humanity. It truly is easier for us to waste our gifts than 
grow them into something more. 
 
The parable of the sower speaks about the word of God that gets 
planted in our hearts. If the soil of our heart is rich, than the word 
will grow and change us. If that soil is rocky or full of weeds, the 
word will lie there without any impact, bearing no fruit. 
 
This parable can be applied to living a stewardship way of life as 
well. As sowers, we have been given the seeds of our time, talent, 
and treasure. We have a choice of where to plant these gifts. As 
good everyday stewards, we are called to plant them wisely and pru-
dently. Oftentimes it is not enough to simply give away what we 
have. We need to discern the best places to sow these gifts so the 
maximum harvest can grow. This takes prayer, reflection, and study. 
Without a solid discernment process, we can find ourselves sowing 
seeds endlessly without much to show for it. But joyful is the person 
who has used one's gifts wisely, for the bounty of the harvest is 
great. 
 
Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
© Liturgical Publications Inc 

 
 
 
 
 

“Life in the Spirit” 
Prayer Group 

Monday evenings at 7:00 pm  
in Courtyard Hall. 

All are welcome! 

For more information please call 

727-867-3663. 



Arnold, Barbara 
Barr, Bill 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Cavaliere, Lois 
Christ, Kathryn  
Comeau, Teresa 
Curtis, Sherlyl 
Daniels, Joshua 
DeZarn, Vickie 
D’Azzo, Lina 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferrara, Antoinette 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Huff, Walt  
Irvin, John and Marsha 
Kindel, Helen 
Kirchgessner, Marie  
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 

Lawler, Matthew 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Maharne, Cecile 
Manley, Jan 
Manley, Paul 
Mays, Susan 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Nagy, Matthew 
Newcomb, Jeff 
O’Connor, Mary 
Oliphant, Sean 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riley, Marie 
Roberts, Deacon Lionel 
Romani, Angelo  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Thompson, Susan E. 
Thuline, James and Lil 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Youngman, Ruth 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for
long-term care residents today.
To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404
Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org

FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
		 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

Marshall Lawn
& Pest Control
Lawn Spraying • Fertilizing

Household Pests
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983

727-528-3224

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones 

Plumbing
For all your great and 
professional work in

my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318
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	 4810 Central Avenue
	 Tel. 727-321-3321
	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

727-471-0039 | BossLegal.com

Christopher W. Boss 
Parishioner

Buying or Selling
Your Home? 

Let Boss Law Handle
Your Closing
Blessed Trinity

Parishioners Receive 
Friends/Family Discount!


