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Why did Jesus call 
Peter a “rock”? 

Jesus chose Simon as the 
"rock" that would be the 
foundation stone of the 
Catholic Church. 

Jesus gave one of his apostles, 
Simon, a new name. He called 
him, “Peter,” an interesting word 
that previously was not used as a 
proper name. 

Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah. For flesh and blood has 
not revealed this to you, but my 
heavenly Father. And so I say to 
you, you are Peter, and upon 
this rock I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld 
shall not prevail against it. I will 
give you the keys to the kingdom 
of heaven. Whatever you bind on 
earth shall be bound in heaven; 
and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 
Matthew 16:17-19 

The Gospels were originally writ-
ten in Greek and the word used is 
petros, meaning “rock.” An arti-
cle on Catholic Answers explains 
what this word meant in Greek. 

By Philip Kosloski   

As Greek scholars—even non-Catholic ones—admit, the words petros 
and petra were synonyms in first century Greek. They meant “small 
stone” and “large rock” in some ancient Greek poetry, centuries before 
the time of Christ, but that distinction had disappeared from the language 
by the time Matthew’s Gospel was rendered in Greek. The difference in 
meaning can only be found in Attic Greek, but the New Testament was 
written in Koine Greek—an entirely different dialect. In Koine Greek, 
both petros and petra simply meant “rock.” If Jesus had wanted to call 
Simon a small stone, the Greek lithos would have been used. 

Foundation stone 
Furthermore, according to the Ignatius Catholic Study Bible, “evidence 
suggests that Jesus’ words to Peter were originally spoken in Aramaic. In 
this language, the word kepha is the equivalent of Peter and denotes a 
‘sizeable rock’ — one suitable as a building foundation. This Aramaic 
name is preserved [in its Latinized form] as Cephas 9 times in the New 
Testament.” 

This is why the Church continues to teach that Jesus appointed Peter as 
the foundation stone of the Catholic Church. 

Simon Peter holds the first place in the college of the Twelve; Jesus en-
trusted a unique mission to him. Through a revelation from the Father, 
Peter had confessed: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Our Lord then declared to him: “You are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my Church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against 
it.” Christ, the “living Stone,” thus assures his Church, built on Peter, 
of victory over the powers of death. Because of the faith he confessed 
Peter will remain the unshakable rock of the Church. His mission will 
be to keep this faith from every lapse and to strengthen his brothers in it. 
CCC 552 

Caesarea Philippi: Temple built on a rock 
Jesus also said these words at Caesarea Philippi, a city that was literal-
ly built on a massive rock! 

The Catholic Encyclopedia explains, “It was given (20 B.C.) by Augus-
tus to Herod, who built there a magnificent temple in honor of the em-
peror. Soon after, the tetrarch Philip embellished it and dedicated it to 
his imperial protector Tiberius, whence its new name Caesarea Philippi 
or Caesarea Paneas.” 

This helps give more context to Jesus’ actions, who was pointing out how 
Simon would be the “rock” for his Church, in contrast to the rock that the 
temple at Caesarea Philippi was built on. 

Reprinted with permission aleteia.org 

https://www.catholic.com/tract/peter-the-rock
https://aleteia.org/author/kathleen-hattrup/
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03135a.htm
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SAVE THE DATE! 

November 18, 2023 ▪ evening 

Saint Mary/Blessed Trinity 
Parish FOLLIES! 

Dinner and a Show! 

Watch for more details SOON! 

Scripture Class 

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes will resume on September 12th 
from 10:00 am - 11:30 am. We will begin with a new study from Q 
Place "celebrate", yes to life in Christ.  

Class will be held in the Courtyard Hall and the books will be 
$12.00 for 12 sessions. For further information and to confirm at-
tendance, please call Barbara Townsend (727) 867-3605  

Music Program 

The Music Program has started up once again.  

Rehearsals for the Adult Choir will be on Wednesday evenings at 
6:00 p.m. followed by the Handbell Choir at 7:30 p.m. 

The Contemporary Ensemble will have rehearsals on Sunday morn-
ings at 11:00 a.m.  

If you are interested in joining the choir for the first time or return-
ing, all are welcome. I look forward to seeing everyone.  

~ Wayne Dieterich, Director of Music  

Our parishioners are the best! 

Thank you for responding so generously 
to our appeal for additional funds for St. 
Vincent de Paul to help cover the high 
demand for utility bill assistance, due to 
the extraordinary heat. Our second collec-
tion was in the amount of $1,761. 

Thank you to all who gave.  

http://btsp.org/
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, August 26, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Ann Deakins (Dec) 

Saturday, August 26, Vigil for The Twenty-First Sunday in OT 
4:00 p.m.   Antonello DiMillo (Dec) 

Sunday, August 27, The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Soledad Aquino (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Marlene Romani (Dec) 

Monday, August 28, Memorial of Saint Augustine, Bishop and  
  Doctor of the Church 
8:00 a.m.  Dennis Dutilly (Dec) 

Tuesday, August 29, Memorial of the Passion of Saint John the  
  Baptist 
8:00 a.m.   Ed & Alice Varville (Dec) 

Wednesday, August 30, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, August 31, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Jerry Holley (Dec) 

Friday, September 1, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Pat & Ann Varville (Dec) 

Saturday, September 2, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Mary Lou Deuel (Dec) 

Saturday, September 2, Vigil for The Twenty-Second Sunday in OT 
4:00 p.m.   James Lawler & Pat Sullivan (Dec) 

Sunday, September 3, The Twenty-Second Sunday in OT 
8:00 a.m.  Jerry Holley (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Jerry Holley (Dec) 

Journeying  
Through Grief 

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. It is a tribute to the loved one who 
died, and a healthy response to our heart ache.” 

If you would like to be part of a Grief-Support “group” or you would 
prefer “one on one” support, please call Rachel between 1:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. at the parish office, 727-867-3663 
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Prayer for Protection 
from Hurricanes 

God, Our Father, Creator and 

Lord of the universe,  

you have set the earth on  

its foundation  

and all the elements of nature 

obey your command. 

We humbly beseech you to keep 

us safe from all dangers  

and calm the storm that  

threatens us. 

May we be secure in your  

loving protection  

and serve you always with  

grateful hearts.  

We ask this through our Lord  

Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Everything you wanted 
to know about your 

faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Vocations 
Are you called to serve the family of the Lord and share the Father’s 
love as a priest, deacon, sister or brother? 

Call Father Chuck Dornquast 727-345-3452 or write: scd@dosp.org 

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

08/27 • Rev. Kenneth Malley  
08/28 • Rev. Richard L. Crager, SDB  
08/29 • Rev. Dayan Machado  
08/30 • For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
08/31 • Rev. Stephen Dornquast  
09/01 • Rev. David De Julio  
09/02 • Rev. Israel Hernandez  

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and 
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

mailto:scd@dosp.org
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St. Anthony’s Prayer for Peace of Mind 

O holy Saint Anthony, your deep faith in Jesus Christ comforted your 
heart, especially during times of trial and distress. Help me grow in 
faith, so I may experience peace of mind and heart in my present needs 
(Here mention). Free me from undue anxiety, needless worry, and bur-
densome fears. Grant me sure confidence, unfailing trust in God’s lov-
ing mercy and daily serenity. ~ Amen 

Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

2023 Goal $74,446.52 

GOAL 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

$54,605 
 
73% 
 

 

Keep in touch with us!  

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect 
with us online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Sometimes when I ask one of my children about who they were with 
or about a classmate at school they answer me with, "You don't 
know them." Apparently, since I do not know him or her personally, 
I do not need to know the person's name. I may not know this person 
but I do know that he or she exists in the everyday life of one of my 
children. If my children don't share with me anything about their 
friend or classmate, I can only assume he or she has no great impact 
on my sons' or daughter's daily lives. Of course, sometimes the re-
sponse I get is simply my teen being a typical teen. 

Has Jesus had a significant impact on your life? Do you know Jesus 
personally? If someone asked you about him what would you say?  

My children respond the way they do to me because they are still 
young and immature. However, some adults are immature as well: 
immature in faith. We shy away from any discussion of God in our 
lives and we rarely share our faith. Most days we will not be asked 
the question, "Who is Jesus?" But we will be in situations where we 
are being called to share a little bit about ourselves. If Jesus has truly 
changed our lives and we never seem to want to share something 
about him with others, they may as well assume that he has had no 
real impact on us. On the other hand, if we are mature disciples in 
Jesus Christ, I suspect that others can't help but know about the great 
friend we have in him. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

© Liturgical Publications 

“Life in the Spirit” 
Prayer Group 

Monday evenings at 7:00 pm  
in Courtyard Hall. 

All are welcome! 

For more information please call  

727-867-3663. 



Arnold, Barbara 
Austreng, Dick 
Barr, Bill 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Cavaliere, Lois 
Christ, Kathryn  
Cisek, Marilyn 
Comeau, Teresa 
Curtis, Sherlyl 
Daniels, Joshua 
DeZarn, Vickie 
D’Azzo, Lina 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferrara, Antoinette 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Huff, Walt  
Irvin, John  
Kindel, Helen 

Kirchgessner, Marie  
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Matthew 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Maharne, Cecile 
Manley, Jan 
Manley, Paul 
Mays, Susan 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Nagy, Matthew 
Newcomb, Jeff 
O’Connor, Mary 
Oliphant, Sean 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riley, Marie 
Roberts, Deacon Lionel 
Romani, Angelo  
Shelby, Ron & Montez 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Thompson, Susan E. 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 

Thuline, James and 
Lil 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Youngman, Ruth 
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Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

VOLUNTEER
WITH US!

Become an advocate for
long-term care residents today.
To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404
Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org

FloridaOmbudsmanProgram

 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
 	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

Marshall lawn
& Pest Control
Lawn Spraying • Fertilizing

Household Pests
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983

727-528-3224

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones 

Plumbing
For all your great and 
professional work in

my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

 • Medicare Advantage plans
 • Medicare Supplement
 • Prescription Drug Plans

 Rebecca Haugland
 727-326-2452

rhaughland@veracity-insurance.com
veracity-insurance.com

MEDICARE AGENT
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 4810 Central Avenue
 Tel. 727-321-3321
 www.brettfuneralhome.net
 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

727-471-0039 | BossLegal.com

Christopher W. Boss 
Parishioner

Buying or Selling
Your Home? 

Let Boss Law Handle
Your Closing
Blessed Trinity

Parishioners Receive 
Friends/Family Discount!


