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September 17, 2023 = The Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Forgiveness Is the ‘Joy of God,” Pope Says

Sunday Angelus in Rome with the
Holy Father

In his Sunday Angelus, the Holy Father
said the “joy of God” is ultimately found
in pardoning another for his wrongdoing,
just as in the parable of the Prodigal Son.

“What is the joy of God? It is to forgive!”
X . the Pope told pilgrims Sept. 15, explain-

H! ‘ u ing that in this teaching “is the whole
i Gospel, it is all of Christianity!”

Forgiveness, he warned, “is not a sentiment — it is not 'feeling good' — on the contrary, mercy is
the true force that can save man and the world from the cancer that is sin, bad morality or bad
spirituality.”

“Only love fills up the emptiness, the negative chasms that evil opens in hearts and in history,”
continued the Pontiff.

God alone is complete mercy and love, while each of us is the Prodigal Son who has
“squandered his own freedom following false idols, mirages of happiness, and have lost every-
thing.”

“But God does not forget us,” the Holy Father added. “The Father never abandons us. He is a
patient Father. He always respects us. He respects our freedom but remains always faithful.”

Like the father of the Prodigal Son, “when we return to Him, he welcomes us as children, in his
house, because he never gives up waiting for us with love, not even for a moment. And his
heart is in celebration for every child that returns.”

This “celebration” is found in the joy that God has “for each of us who returns to Him and asks
His forgiveness.”

We need never fear approaching God, but should rather remember that God “always awaits us”
when we seek his mercy.

However, we must be aware of certain “dangers” that must be avoided, especially acting as
judges rather than leaving that to God.

“We presume to be judges and we judge others,” he said. “We judge God, too, because we

Continued next page . . .
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think that he should punish sinners, condemn them to death,
instead of forgiving them.”

“The devil is shrewd,” added Pope Francis. He “deceives us
with the idea that our human justice can save us and save the
world. In reality, only the justice of God can save us!”

God’s justice 1s very different from that proposed by the dev-
il. “The justice of God is revealed in the Cross.” There we see
how God judges: by “giving his life for us!”

Jesus’ sacrifice of his life on the Cross is the “supreme act of
justice” and is “also precisely an act of mercy.”

Every Christian is called to this kind of mercy, exhorted Pope
Francis. “Jesus calls all of us to follow this path: ‘be merci-
ful, as your Father is merciful.””

The Holy Father encouraged his audience to examine their
own hearts to see where they may need to extend mercy and
forgiveness.

“Everyone in silence think of someone with whom things
aren’t going well: someone we are angry at, someone we
don’t wish well. Think of this person, and in silence in this
moment let’s pray for this person and become merciful to-
wards this person.”

After leading the crowds in the traditional Angelus prayer,
Pope Francis remembered the witness of the Argentine priest
Father Jose Gabriel Brochero, who was beatified on Sept. 14.

Fr. Brochero’s service for the kingdom of God even until the

end of his life as a blind leper, was a witness of “the joy of
the good Shepherd,” he said.

Originally published at Catholic News Agency on 15 September 2013. Used with
permission. All other rights reserved.

"My past, O Lord, to your mercy;
my present to your love;
my future toQ.y@ur providence."
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in Ordinary Time

Sir 27:30—28:7 | Rom 14:7-9 | Mt 18:21-35

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PRrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Forgiveness. It seems like a relatively simple concept, doesn't
it? We ask our merciful Father for it every day when we pray the
Our Father: “... forgive us our trespasses...” Then reality hits, as
we remember the second part of that phrase: “...as we forgive
those who trespass against us ...” As we forgive others. Oh, that
long, hard road of forgiveness! Easier said than done. Some-
times those old sayings have some merit, don’t they? And when
we look at today’s readings, there is nothing cryptic about them:
forgive not seven times but seventy-seven times, let go of wrath
and anger, forgive your brother and sister from your heart. Yes,
forgiveness is a simple concept, but it's not easy. Perhaps the
answer is to re-read today’s Scriptures and ask the Holy Spirit to
give us the strength to put in the hard work if there is someone
in our lives to whom we need to offer our heartfelt forgiveness.

EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Bishop Robert Barron, in his Word on Fire Bible on the Gos-
pels, has four suggestions related to this Gospel on how to
become “a better forgiver.” The one that stood out to me
immediately is “forgive offenses quickly.” Don’t let them fes-
ter and “settle deeply into your psyche.” This seems like very
sage advice because we can all have a tendency to “stew”
about things that are bothering us, which rarely makes them
better. Bishop Barron’s other suggestions are: Pay attention
to your own sins, go to confessions regularly, and offer for-
giveness through a concrete act or sign. Which brings us back
to the simplicity of it all: God will always forgive us, so we
must always forgive others. Doesn’t it make sense that to live
in the house of our merciful Father, we must emulate him and
have loving hearts rather than vengeful hearts?

{ Y Examine your heart and take a hard look at whether
you are holding on to a wrong that was committed against
you. Take it to God in prayer. The more we open our hearts to
forgive others, the more at peace we can be. Ponder the last
words of today's reading from Sirach:

Think of the commandments, hate not your neighbor;
remember the Most High's covenant, and overlook faults.
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This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Journeying
Through Grief

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. It
is a tribute to the loved one who
died, and a healthy response to our
heart ache.”

If you would like to be part of a
Grief-Support  “group” or you
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the parish
office, 727-867-3663
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, September 16, Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and
Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs

8:00 a.m. Dorothy Harper (Dec)

Saturday, September 16, Vigil for The Twenty-fourth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Herman and Earl Beddoe (Dec)

Sunday, September 17, The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in OT

8:00 a.m. Sandy Lawrence (Dec) and
Joan Orlanda Hatley (Dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Marlene Romani (Dec)

Monday, September 18, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Margarita Brown (Dec)

Tuesday, September 19, Memorial of Saint Januarius, Bishop and
Martyr

8:00 a.m. Harriet Antczak (Dec)

Wednesday, September 20, Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim
Tae-gon, Priest, and Paul Chong Ha-sang,
Companions, Martyrs

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, September 21, Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and
Evangelist

8:00 a.m. Carole Huff (Dec)

Friday, September 22, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Jeannette Worrick (Dec)

Saturday, September 23, Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina,
Priest
8:00 a.m. Earl W. Murray, Sr. (Dec)

Saturday, September 23, Vigil for The Twenty-fifth Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Ronald Bento (Dec)

Sunday, September 24, The Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Lisa Quintyne (Liv)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Jon Romani (Dec)
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Pray for Someone New Everyday

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

09/17 » Rev. Mikhail Kouts, OFM

09/18 » Rev. Randall J. Meissen, LC

09/19 « Rev. Bradley Reed

09/20 « For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
09/21 « Shawn Young, Seminarian

09/22 « Rev. Thomas Spillett

09/23 « Rev. Raymond Lettre

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life.

Vocations

Are you called to serve the family of the Lord and share the Father’s
love as a priest, deacon, sister or brother?

Call Father Chuck Dornquast 727-345-3452 or write: scd@dosp.org

Scripture Class

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes will resume on September 12th
from 10:00 am - 11:30 am. We will begin with a new study from Q
Place "celebrate", yes to life in Christ.

Class will be held in the Courtyard Hall and the books will be
$12.00 for 12 sessions. For further information and to confirm at-
tendance, please call Barbara Townsend (727) 867-3605

Music Program
The Music Program has started up once again.

Rehearsals for the Adult Choir will be on Wednesday evenings at
6:00 p.m. followed by the Handbell Choir at 7:30 p.m.

The Contemporary Ensemble will have rehearsals on Sunday morn-
ings at 11:00 a.m.

If you are interested in joining the choir for the first time or return-
ing, all are welcome. I look forward to seeing everyone.

~ Wayne Dieterich, Director of Music
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Everything you wanted
to know about your
faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!

formed.org TJQ622 access code

Catholie
Commentary
On

Prayer for Protection
from Hurricanes

God, Our Father, Creator and
Lord of the universe,
you have set the earth on
its foundation
and all the elements of nature
obey your command.

We humbly beseech you to keep
us safe from all dangers
and calm the storm that

threatens us.
May we be secure in your
loving protection
and serve you always with
grateful hearts.

We ask this through our Lord
Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.


mailto:scd@dosp.org

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Life was not always easy with my father when I was growing up. Let's
just say he made many decisions along the way that led to fear, anger,
and sadness for my family and me. Unfortunately, I was the only one in
the family that would years later truly forgive him for his actions. My
mother and sister held onto the resentment and anger they felt all their
lives. For my father and me, reconciliation led to several years of a
deepening relationship before his passing in 2011.

Forgiveness is not easy and I do not consider myself better or stronger
because I was able to forgive and my family members could not. How-
ever, I can say that the blessings I received due to forgiveness and a re-
newed relationship with my father were far better than the animosity
experienced by others. I also learned that forgiveness benefited me far
more than my father.

As good stewards of time, we must realize that each passing day will
never come again. What we do with that time is completely up to us.
We can be wise and use it to build bridges, heal wounds, and cultivate
love where there is hate. We can also choose to waste time in fear, re-
sentment, and anger. I thank God often for the gift of my dad. However,
I thank God more for the gift of time spent with him and the ability to
see him not with my human eyes, but with the eyes of Jesus.

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
© Liturgical Publications

“Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm in Courtyard Hall.
All are welcome!

For more information please call 727-867-3663.
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Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

&) flocknote

Keep in touch with us!

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect
with us online at
btsp.flocknote.com
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L. JSSALM 103



Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Arnold, Barbara
Austreng, Dick

Barr, Bill

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Cavaliere, Lois

Christ, Kathryn

Cisek, Marilyn
Comeau, Teresa
Curtis, Sherlyl
Daniels, Joshua
DeZarn, Vickie
D’Azzo, Lina

Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Fitzgerald, Dan
Forbes, Monica & Tom
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len

Hoffman, Bette

Huff, Walt

Irvin, John

Kindel, Helen

Kirchgessner, Marie
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Matthew Lil
LeVan, George

Lewis, Cynthia
Mabharne, Cecile
Manley, Jan

Manley, Paul

Matthews, Daniel

Mays, Susan
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Nagy, Matthew
Newcomb, Jeff
O’Connor, Mary
Oliphant, Sean
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen

Riley, Marie

Roberts, Deacon Lionel
Romani, Angelo

Schulz, Ingrid

Shelby, Ron & Montez

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones
Plumbing

For all your great and profes-
sional work in my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

MEDICARE AGENT

* Medicare Advantage plans
* Medicare Supplement
« Prescription Drug Plans

Rebecca Haugland

727-326-2452

rhaughland@veracity-insurance.com
veracity-insurance.com

Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Susan E.
Thuline, James and

Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Youngman, Ruth
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Anointing of the Slck

To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

VOLUNTEER WITH US!

Become an advocate for long-term care
residents today. To learn more call toll-free:

1-888-831-0404
Ombudsman.ElderAffairs.org

(£ FlorldaOmbudsmanProgram

FLORIDA

OMBUDSMAN PROGRAM

ADVOCATING FOR QUALITY LONG-TERM CARE

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

(727)409-0754
debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

MARSHALL LAWN

& PEesT CONTROL
Lawn Spraying - Fertilizing
Household Pests
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983

727-528-3224

SUPPORT OUR

ADVERTISERS!

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara |. Pace CFC 1427395

catholicmatch’

Florida

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100 an @
27247 23rd Ave. North St. Petersburg, FL 33704 =
CatholicMatch.com/FL 727-323-2300 st Petersburg, FL33713-4318 || \parishioner oty M
(1P} For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 ® www.4lpi.com 16-0289




4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett Tunera[ ﬂ-[bme Tel. 727-321-3321

www.brettfuneralhome.net

&) Crematio n S eWiceS Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

WERE HIRING! 29" (@] NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!
AD SALES EXECUTIVES :

BE YOURSELF.

_ . m:mﬂm% - L Have our bulletin
Conklin Financial Group LLC |f= / /| emailed to you
Providing help with all your Medicare needs S Sama el 4
1-727-541-3043 (TTY 711) - Work-life balance every week.
john@conklinfinancialgroup.com * Full- Time with benefits | careersi _::'.;,. .com of
Pinellas Park, FL 33781 United » Serve your community EESIEREERUSCIIESESSs
Heakthcere T Visit www.parishesonline.com

PROTECT YOUR FUTURE

‘ ;« BOSS LAW

Buying or Selling

Your Home?

Let Boss Law Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Trinity

Parishioners Receive Friends/
Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner

5 //)
727-471-0039 | BossLegal.com
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