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September 17, 2023 ▪ The Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Forgiveness Is the ‘Joy of God,’ Pope Says 
Sunday Angelus in Rome with the 
Holy Father 

In his Sunday Angelus, the Holy Father 
said the “joy of God” is ultimately found 
in pardoning another for his wrongdoing, 
just as in the parable of the Prodigal Son. 

“What is the joy of God? It is to forgive!” 
the Pope told pilgrims Sept. 15, explain-
ing that in this teaching “is the whole 
Gospel, it is all of Christianity!” 

Forgiveness, he warned, “is not a sentiment – it is not 'feeling good' – on the contrary, mercy is 
the true force that can save man and the world from the cancer that is sin, bad morality or bad 
spirituality.” 

“Only love fills up the emptiness, the negative chasms that evil opens in hearts and in history,” 
continued the Pontiff. 

God alone is complete mercy and love, while each of us is the Prodigal Son who has 
“squandered his own freedom following false idols, mirages of happiness, and have lost every-
thing.” 

“But God does not forget us,” the Holy Father added. “The Father never abandons us. He is a 
patient Father. He always respects us. He respects our freedom but remains always faithful.” 

Like the father of the Prodigal Son, “when we return to Him, he welcomes us as children, in his 
house, because he never gives up waiting for us with love, not even for a moment. And his 
heart is in celebration for every child that returns.” 

This “celebration” is found in the joy that God has “for each of us who returns to Him and asks 
His forgiveness.” 

We need never fear approaching God, but should rather remember that God “always awaits us” 
when we seek his mercy. 

However, we must be aware of certain “dangers” that must be avoided, especially acting as 
judges rather than leaving that to God. 

“We presume to be judges and we judge others,” he said. “We judge God, too, because we 
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think that he should punish sinners, condemn them to death, 
instead of forgiving them.” 

“The devil is shrewd,” added Pope Francis. He “deceives us 
with the idea that our human justice can save us and save the 
world. In reality, only the justice of God can save us!” 

God’s justice is very different from that proposed by the dev-
il. “The justice of God is revealed in the Cross.” There we see 
how God judges: by “giving his life for us!” 

Jesus’ sacrifice of his life on the Cross is the “supreme act of 
justice” and is “also precisely an act of mercy.” 

Every Christian is called to this kind of mercy, exhorted Pope 
Francis.  “Jesus calls all of us to follow this path: ‘be merci-
ful, as your Father is merciful.’” 

The Holy Father encouraged his audience to examine their 
own hearts to see where they may need to extend mercy and 
forgiveness. 

“Everyone in silence think of someone with whom things 
aren’t going well: someone we are angry at, someone we 
don’t wish well. Think of this person, and in silence in this 
moment let’s pray for this person and become merciful to-
wards this person.” 

After leading the crowds in the traditional Angelus prayer, 
Pope Francis remembered the witness of the Argentine priest 
Father Jose Gabriel Brochero, who was beatified on Sept. 14. 

Fr. Brochero’s service for the kingdom of God even until the 
end of his life as a blind leper, was a witness of “the joy of 
the good Shepherd,” he said. 

Originally published at Catholic News Agency on 15 September 2013. Used with 
permission. All other rights reserved. 

http://btsp.org/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/forgiveness-is-the-joy-of-god-pope-says/
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Thoughts Worth Sharing 



Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, September 16, Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and  
   Cyprian, Bishop, Martyrs 
8:00 a.m.   Dorothy Harper (Dec) 

Saturday, September 16, Vigil for The Twenty-fourth Sunday in 
   Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Herman and Earl Beddoe (Dec) 

Sunday, September 17, The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in OT 
8:00 a.m.  Sandy Lawrence (Dec) and 
  Joan Orlanda Hatley (Dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Marlene Romani (Dec) 

Monday, September 18, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Margarita Brown (Dec) 

Tuesday, September 19, Memorial of Saint Januarius, Bishop and  
  Martyr 
8:00 a.m.   Harriet Antczak (Dec) 

Wednesday, September 20, Memorial of Saints Andrew Kim  
   Tae-gŏn, Priest, and Paul Chŏng Ha-sang,  
   Companions, Martyrs 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, September 21, Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and  
  Evangelist 
8:00 a.m.   Carole Huff (Dec) 

Friday, September 22, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Jeannette Worrick (Dec) 

Saturday, September 23, Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina,  
   Priest 
8:00 a.m.   Earl W. Murray, Sr. (Dec) 

Saturday, September 23, Vigil for The Twenty-fifth Sunday in  
   Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   Ronald Bento (Dec) 

Sunday, September 24, The Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Lisa Quintyne (Liv) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.   Jon Romani (Dec) 

Journeying  
Through Grief 

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. It 
is a tribute to the loved one who 
died, and a healthy response to our 
heart ache.” 

If you would like to be part of a 
Grief-Support “group” or you 
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the parish 
office, 727-867-3663 
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Prayer for Protection 
from Hurricanes 

God, Our Father, Creator and 

Lord of the universe,  

you have set the earth on  

its foundation  

and all the elements of nature 

obey your command. 

We humbly beseech you to keep 

us safe from all dangers  

and calm the storm that  

threatens us. 

May we be secure in your  

loving protection  

and serve you always with  

grateful hearts.  

We ask this through our Lord  

Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever.  

Amen. 

Everything you wanted 
to know about your 

faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Vocations 
Are you called to serve the family of the Lord and share the Father’s 
love as a priest, deacon, sister or brother? 

Call Father Chuck Dornquast 727-345-3452 or write: scd@dosp.org 

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

09/17 • Rev. Mikhail Kouts, OFM  
09/18 • Rev. Randall J. Meissen, LC  
09/19 • Rev. Bradley Reed  
09/20 • For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
09/21 • Shawn Young, Seminarian  
09/22 • Rev. Thomas Spillett  
09/23 • Rev. Raymond Lettre  

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in our Diocese. Re-
member our Bishop has designated Wednesdays as Diocesan Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. Please continue to pray that more young people will hear and 
answer God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

Music Program 

The Music Program has started up once again.  

Rehearsals for the Adult Choir will be on Wednesday evenings at 
6:00 p.m. followed by the Handbell Choir at 7:30 p.m. 

The Contemporary Ensemble will have rehearsals on Sunday morn-
ings at 11:00 a.m.  

If you are interested in joining the choir for the first time or return-
ing, all are welcome. I look forward to seeing everyone.  

~ Wayne Dieterich, Director of Music  

Scripture Class 

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes will resume on September 12th 
from 10:00 am - 11:30 am. We will begin with a new study from Q 
Place "celebrate", yes to life in Christ.  

Class will be held in the Courtyard Hall and the books will be 
$12.00 for 12 sessions. For further information and to confirm at-
tendance, please call Barbara Townsend (727) 867-3605  

mailto:scd@dosp.org
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Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

2023 Goal $74,446.52 

GOAL 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

$55,243.00 
 
74% 
 

 

Keep in touch with us!  

Text BTSP to 84576 or connect 
with us online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

Life was not always easy with my father when I was growing up. Let's 
just say he made many decisions along the way that led to fear, anger, 
and sadness for my family and me. Unfortunately, I was the only one in 
the family that would years later truly forgive him for his actions. My 
mother and sister held onto the resentment and anger they felt all their 
lives. For my father and me, reconciliation led to several years of a 
deepening relationship before his passing in 2011. 

Forgiveness is not easy and I do not consider myself better or stronger 
because I was able to forgive and my family members could not. How-
ever, I can say that the blessings I received due to forgiveness and a re-
newed relationship with my father were far better than the animosity 
experienced by others. I also learned that forgiveness benefited me far 
more than my father. 

As good stewards of time, we must realize that each passing day will 
never come again. What we do with that time is completely up to us. 
We can be wise and use it to build bridges, heal wounds, and cultivate 
love where there is hate. We can also choose to waste time in fear, re-
sentment, and anger. I thank God often for the gift of my dad. However, 
I thank God more for the gift of time spent with him and the ability to 
see him not with my human eyes, but with the eyes of Jesus. 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

© Liturgical Publications 

“Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group 
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm in Courtyard Hall. 

All are welcome! 

For more information please call 727-867-3663. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

November 18, 2023 ▪ evening 

Saint Mary/Blessed Trinity 
Parish FOLLIES! 

Dinner and a Show! 

Watch for more details SOON! 



Arnold, Barbara 
Austreng, Dick 
Barr, Bill 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Cavaliere, Lois 
Christ, Kathryn  
Cisek, Marilyn 
Comeau, Teresa 
Curtis, Sherlyl 
Daniels, Joshua 
DeZarn, Vickie 
D’Azzo, Lina 
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren 
Ferrara, Antoinette 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Forbes, Monica & Tom 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Huff, Walt  
Irvin, John  
Kindel, Helen 

Kirchgessner, Marie  
Lanigan, John 
Lashley, Diana 
Lawler, Matthew 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Maharne, Cecile 
Manley, Jan 
Manley, Paul 
Matthews, Daniel 
Mays, Susan 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Mesick, Phil & Nancy 
Nagy, Matthew 
Newcomb, Jeff 
O’Connor, Mary 
Oliphant, Sean 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riley, Marie 
Roberts, Deacon Lionel 
Romani, Angelo  
Schulz, Ingrid 
Shelby, Ron & Montez 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 

Stankiewicz, Cy 
Thompson, Susan E. 
Thuline, James and 
Lil 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Youngman, Ruth 
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& Pest Control
Lawn Spraying • Fertilizing
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Serving Pinellas County Since 1983
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THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones 

Plumbing
For all your great and profes-

sional work in my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318
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