
Over 60 YEARS COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

Weekend Magazine 

January 7, 2024 ▪ The Epiphany of the Lord 

Continued next page . . . 

Blessed Epiphany chalk was used to  
protect homes against illnesses 

By Philip Kosloski 

The chalk is blessed by the 
priest and uses a prayer that 
asks God for good health and 
safety in the New Year. 

Each year on the feast of Epipha-
ny, chalk is blessed by priests 
around the world and then distrib-
uted to the parish. Parishioners are 
instructed to mark their door-
posts in an action clearly inspired 
by the book of Exodus. 

The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt … “take some of the blood [of 
the lamb], and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they 
eat them. They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted; with unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs they shall eat it … The blood shall be a sign for you, upon the houses where you 
are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall fall upon you 
to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” (cf. Exodus 12:1-13) 

It is an ancient tradition that calls upon God’s blessing and protection. 

Traditionally a priest blesses chalk on the Feast of the Epiphany by saying the following prayer 
(from the Roman Ritual): 

Bless, + O Lord God, this creature, chalk, and let it be a help to mankind. Grant that 
those who will use it with faith in your most holy name, and with it inscribe on the 
doors of their homes the names of your saints, Casper, Melchior, and Baltassar, may 
through their merits and intercession enjoy health in body and protection of soul; 
through Christ our Lord. 

Many families would take this seriously and prayed the blessing with faith, trusting that God 
would spare them diseases, plagues and other illnesses. 

This is reflected in the prayer typically said by the head of the household when marking the doors 
with chalk. 

Bless, + O Lord God almighty, this home, that in it there may be health, purity, the 
strength of victory, humility, goodness and mercy, the fulfillment of Thy law, the 
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Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 

Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and 
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

01/07 • Rev. Jose Glenn Diaz  
01/08 • Mark De Sio, Seminarian  
01/09 • Rev. Gary J. Dowsey  
01/10• For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life  
01/11 • Rev. Dermot J. Dunne  
01/12 • Rev. Wayne Genereux  
01/13 • Rev. Thomas L. Madden  

thanksgiving to God the Father and to the Son and to the 
Holy Spirit. And may this blessing remain upon this home 
and upon all who dwell herein. Through Christ our Lord. 

While there is no “guarantee” that a home marked with Epiphany chalk 
will be protected from all illnesses, it does remind us that God is the 
giver of all gifts and he can lead us into good health. 

The spiritual needs of the family should always be in the forefront of 
our mind, knowing that God will lead us through every dark valley. 

Even if we aren’t spared a deadly disease, God’s blessing will reign in 
our house and our soul will be at peace with God. 

Originated at Aleteia.org, reprinted with permission 

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes  

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 9 
from 10:00 am—11:30 am. They will continue with the series from Q 
Place, "Foundations for Faith."  

Classes are held in Courtyard Hall and the books will be $12. There are 
nine sessions. Bring a Bible. For further information and to confirm at-
tendance, please call Barbara Townsend (727) 867-3605.  
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, January 6, Memorial of Saint André Bessette, Religious 
8:00 a.m.   Julie Amaral (dec.) 

Saturday, January 6, Vigil for The Epiphany of the Lord 
4:00 p.m.   Gary S. Ayers (liv.) 

Sunday, January 7, The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.  Jack Courtney (dec.) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.  Nicole Bistany (dec.) 

Monday, January 8, Baptism of the Lord 
8:00 a.m.  Johnny Keefe (dec.) 

Tuesday, January 9, First Week in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Edward Zaiko (dec.) 

Wednesday, January 10, First Week in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, January 11, First Week in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Nathaniel Kuhlman (dec.) 

Friday, January 12, First Week in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Wanda Harley (dec.) 

Saturday, January 13, Memorial of Saint Hilary, Bishop and  
  Doctor of the  Church 
8:00 a.m.   Robert Landry (liv.) 

Saturday, January 13, Vigil for Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.   James and Lucy Sovey (dec.) 

Sunday, January 14, Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Nathaniel Kuhlman (dec.) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m.  Kiebert Seraphin and Family (dec. & liv.) 

Journeying  
Through Grief 

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. It 
is a tribute to the loved one who 
died, and a healthy response to our 
heart ache.” 

If you would like to be part of a 
Grief-Support “group” or you 
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between 
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the parish 
office, 727-867-3663 
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Thank you for your  
prayerful giving!  

2023 Goal $74,446.52 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100% 

$64,888.00 
 
87% 
 

 

GOAL 

“Life in the Spirit” 
Prayer Group 

Monday evenings at 7:00 pm in 
Courtyard Hall. 

All are welcome! 
For more information please call 

727-867-3663. 

The Marriage Jubilee Mass of Thanksgiving will take place at the 
Cathedral of St. Jude on Sunday, February 11 at 3:00 pm. This event 
honors couples throughout the diocese who will celebrate their 25th 
anniversary as well as those celebrating 50 or more years of marriage 
during the 2024 calendar year. To RSVP, please call our parish office 
by Tuesday January 16.  

Parish Finances 

Included here is the cash basis financial summary for Blessed Trinity 
for the first quarter of fiscal 2024, the three months ended 09/31/2023, 

which reflects a net deficit of $82,533. 

In this report, Operating Revenue - Other, includes items such as Build-
ing Fund donations, donations for masses, donations for flowers and 

interest income. Pastoral Leadership expense includes all clergy wages, 
stipends and benefits as well as expenses of the rectory. Worship and 
Music expense includes wages and stipends for music and worship, as 

well as worship supplies and material, flowers and environment and 
music supplies and services. Administration includes employee bene-
fits, administration wages, office expense, professional services, dues 

and subscriptions, telephone and technology expense. Facilities 
Maintenance includes building and grounds repairs and maintenance, 
maintenance wages, utilities and property and liability insurance. 

Everything you wanted 
to know about your faith 
Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 
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Upcoming Events 
Sunday, January 7, Epiphany of the Lord 
9:00 and 10:30am  Coffee and Donuts   PH 

Monday, January 8 
7:00 pm    “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group  CYH 

Tuesday, January 9 
10:00-11:30 am   Scripture Class resumes   CYH 

Thursday, January 11 
6:00 pm   Adult Choir Rehearsal   MR 
Sunday, January 14 
8:30-11:00 am  K.O.C. Pancake Breakfast        PH 

Monday, January 15, Martin Luther King Jr. Day  
Parish office will be closed. 
7:00 pm    “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group  CYH 

Tuesday, January 16 
10:00-11:30 am   Scripture Class    CYH 

Thursday, January 18 
6:00 pm   Adult Choir Rehearsal   MR 

Monday, January 22 
7:00 pm    “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group  CYH 

Tuesday, January 23 
10:00-11:30 am   Scripture Class    CYH 

Thursday, January 25 
6:00 pm   Adult Choir Rehearsal   MR 

Friday, January 26 
BT Social Group Meets after the 8:00 am Mass@ Kahwa Coffee 
400 45th Ave S, St. Petersburg  33705 

Saturday, January 27 
7:00 pm   Knights of Columbus Sock Hop Dance PH 

Sunday, January 28 
9:00 and 10:30 am  Coffee and Donuts   PH 

Monday, January 29 
7:00 pm    “Life in the Spirit” Prayer group  CYH 

Tuesday, January 30 
10:00-11:30 am   Scripture Class       CYH 

Thursday, February 1 
6:00pm   Adult Choir Rehearsal    MR 

Saturday, February 2 
5:00 pm    K.O.C. event: “Italian Carnival”        PH 

PH= Parish Hall, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church 

Social Group 

The Blessed Trinity Social Group 
is meeting regularly now. Please 
join us at the Kahwa coffee shop 
@ 400 45th Ave S, St. Petersburg, 
FL 33705 after the 8:00 am Mass 
on the Last Friday of each Month. 
Bring your ideas!  

Please note our next meeting will 
be Friday, January 26th. 

All are welcome!  
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If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

Marshall lawn
& Pest Control
Lawn Spraying • Fertilizing

Household Pests
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983

727-528-3224

THANK YOU!
Johnnie Jones 

Plumbing
For all your great and profes-

sional work in my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

 Rebecca Haugland
 727-326-2452

rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

Questions about Medicare, Affordable 
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, email or visit 

my website for more information!
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