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Why do Christians use the fish symbol?

By Philip Kosloski

Bumper stickers weren't the first place where
the Ichthys was used.

Fish symbols on car bumpers are common these
days. Sometimes the outline of the fish contains a
cross within it and is commonly known to indicate
someone’s Christian faith. While it may seem like a
recent invention, the symbol can be traced back all
the way to the beginning of Christianity.

The “Jesus fish” as it is more commonly known to-
day, was first used by Christians in the 2nd century.

In Greek it is known as the Ichthys, the word that simply means “fish.” But the Greek letters —
IXO®YZXZ — can also be an acronym, as they are the initials of the words in the Greek phrase that
translates “Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.”

Fish were a common part of Mediterranean life and religion, so for Christians under persecution,
the Ichthys became a covert sign to identify their beliefs. The fish also has deep roots in the New
Testament. Jesus called fishermen to be his apostles and explained how he would make them

“fishers of men.”

Fish also symbolically became tied
to the early Christian celebration of
the Eucharist. Jesus’ miracle of
multiplying the loaves and fish was
seen as a prefigurement of the Eu-
charistic bread at Mass.

The Ichthys was a common symbol
in the Christian catacombs and is
still used by many Christians to-
day.

Originally published at Aleteia.org,
reprinted with permission.
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MASS SCHEDULE
Weekday Masses
Monday - Saturday 8:00 AM
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM, 9:30 Am & 11:30 AM

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org.

Confessions will be held
Saturdays 2:45-3:45

PARISH OFFICE
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm
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PHONE
(727) 867-3663
FAX
(727) 864-2679
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http://btsp.org
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January 27th
Blessed Trinity
Parish Hall
7:00 p.m.

Tickets $15 each
Tickets are available for purchase from your friendly, neighborhood
Knight of Columbus, or by visiting the parish office.

Light Refreshments included.

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests

Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world.
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and
holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

01/21 » Rev. Alan Weber

01/22 « Rev. Timothy Williford

01/23 « Ricky Armstrong, Seminarian

01/24« For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life
01/25 « Rev. Michael O’Brien

01/26 * Rev. Cosmas O. Amadi

01/27 « Rev. Lucius Amarillas, OSBB



Thoughts Worth Sharing FaGg

Written by
January 21, 2024 THE

FAITHFUL

Third Sunday in DISCIPLE
Ordinary Time

Jon 3:1-5,10 | 1 Cor 7:29-31 | Mk 1:14-20

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

Sometimes | feel like | need a Jonah in my life: someone who will
come along and shake things up; someone who will nudge me and
say, hey, you’re doing it wrong! No one wants to be criticized, but |
know | need loving guidance to help me when | am not at my best. It's
easy to get caught up in the swirl of life and neglect (even if unin-
tentionally) what's important. Jonah was given the unpleasant task
of pointing out to the people of Nineveh their failings. Unlike many
communities who resisted God’s words, by the end of the first day

of Jonah's anticipated three-day trek across the city, “the people of
Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast and all of them, great
and small, put on sackcloth.” For all the evil they had done, and the
rebellion they had demonstrated, the people there weren’t irredeem-
able. They simply needed Jonah to point out how they had gone
astray, and the grace of open ears and hearts to receive the message.
Who has the Lord placed in our lives in the role of Jonah? How has he
blessed us with the ability to receive, and repent where necessary?

GO EVANGELIZE
PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

We don’t seem to have obvious prophets like Jonah nowadays,
but that doesn’t mean God has left us without guides. We have
the Church, Christ’s body on earth, and the ever-present help of
the Holy Spirit. In today’'s Gospel, we hear how Jesus selected

his first followers: men who would become the Twelve Apostles,
anointed to spread his word and speak in his stead even after Je-
sus left the earth. We know that there were other followers: men,
women and children who became his disciples; Jews and Gentiles
who were baptized. We are part of that apostolic tradition, each
one of us baptized into the common priesthood “exercised by the
unfolding of baptismal grace - a life of faith, hope, and charity, a
life according to the Spirit.” (ccc 1547) The call to holiness can be
hard to hear in the din of today’s busy and secular world, but it is
not impossible. We can pray for the grace to hear how God is ask-
ing each of us to live out his commands and proclaim the Good
News to the world.

PRAY Today’s psalm (ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9) is a wonderful way to ask
God for this favor. Make it part of your morning or evening prayer
for the next week. “Your ways, O Lord, make known to me; teach me
your paths.”




This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm

Journeying
Through Grief

“Grief is not a sign of weakness. It
is a tribute to the loved one who
died, and a healthy response to our
heart ache.”

If you would like to be part of a
Grief-Support  “group” or you
would prefer “one on one” sup-
port, please call Rachel between
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at the parish
office, 727-867-3663
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Mass Intentions
Saturday, January 20, Memorial for Saint Sebastian, Martyr

8:00 a.m. Karen Cronin (dec.)
Saturday, January 20, Vigil for Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Lu Ann Kenning (dec.)

Sunday, January 21, The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Marlene Romani (dec.)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Gerald Hayman (dec.)

Monday, January 22, Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of
Unborn Children

8:00 a.m. Dick McManus (dec.)

Tuesday, January 23, Memorial of Saint Vincent, Deacon and
Martyr and Saint Marianne Cope, Virgin
8:00 a.m. Wanda Harley (dec.)

Wednesday, January 24, Memorial of Saint Francis de Sales,
Bishop and Doctor of the Church

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, January 25, Feast of the Conversion of Saint Paul,
Apostle

8:00 a.m. Tim Morris (dec.)

Friday, January 26, Memorial of Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops

8:00 a.m. Ivan and Lucy Beddoe (dec.)

Saturday, January 27, Memorial of Saint Angela Merici, Virgin
8:00 a.m. Merril Leavens (dec.)

Saturday, January 27, Vigil for Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Daniel Joseph Ayers (liv.)

Sunday, January 28, The Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. John Patrick Healy (dec.)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Marlene Romani (dec)

PRAYER FOR LIFE

FATHER AND MAKER OF ALL,

YOU ADORN ALL CREATION WITH SPLENDOR
AND BEAUTY, AND FASHION HUMAN LIVES IN
YOUR IMAGE AND LIKENESS.

AWAKEN IN EVERY HEART REVERENCE FOR
THE WORK OF YOUR HANDS, AND RENEW
AMONG YOUR PEOPLE A READINESS TO
NURTURE AND SUSTAIN YOUR PRECIOUS GIFT
OF LIFE.

GRANT THIS THROUGH OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST, YOUR SON, WHO LIVES AND REIGNS
WITH YOU IN THE UNITY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,
) GOD FOREVER AND EVER.

é’ AMEN




EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Give Until It Hurts

One of the characteristics of Everyday Stewardship is to be committed
— to persevere daily in a way of life acknowledging that everything
belongs to God.

I know, I know. Easier said than done.

Just ask Zebedee. It’s quite an image we get from the Gospel, after all.
“So they left their father Zebedee in the boat along with the hired men
and followed him.”

There was Zebedee, about his business, mending nets with his two
sons, who were undoubtedly his best workers — they had to have been
more dedicated than the hired men, who worked for wages rather than
for family. And in an instant off they go, following this strange man.

I don’t know about you, but if my kids left me on a hot summer day to
finish the lawn by myself, I wouldn’t be too happy.

But Zebedee must have been someone quite special. Perhaps he real-
ized that his sons didn’t belong to him — not really. They belonged to
God, and from the beginning of time, it had been appointed that they
would be among the first disciples of Christ. He passed, he called, they
followed, and Zebedee obliged. He simply went back to mending his
nets, [ imagine.

Zebedee already understood what St. Teresa of Calcutta would say mil-
lennia later: “Give until it hurts.”

“You’re wasting my time.” “I’ve done so much for her; she owes me
this.” How often do we think things, and even people and relationships,
belong to us? The truth is none of them do. We must be ready, as Zebe-
dee was, to surrender them to God when He comes walking past.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LP1i

Everything you wanted to know about your faith
Discover all the best Catholic content in one place. Entertaining movies,
enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio dramas, and a great
selection of popular e-books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you!
formed.org TJQ622 access code

SAINTS

St. Anthony of Egypt
el
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The Social Committee is spearheading a
SHARE WHAT YOU CAN

FOOD
Drive for

I
St. Joseph’s
Some current needs are:

Toilet paper

flour

sugar
sait/pepper

dish detergent

Thank you!

Our final result for the

Catholic Ministry Ap-
peal for 2023 was
$66,862, which was

90% of our goal.

Many thanks to all who contribut-
ed. We had 37% participation
from our parishioners, which is
considered very good in the dio-
cese.

Our goal for 2024 is $74,517,
which is just slightly higher than
for 2023. With a few more people
contributing, that goal is within
reach!

Thank you for your
prayerful giving!

p Lo P o

100%
75%

50%

25%

$66,862.00
90%



Pray for Someone New Everyday Pacs 6

Monday, January 22
7:00 pm

Tuesday, January 23
10:00-11:30 am

Thursday, January 25
4:00-5:00 pm
Friday, January 26

BT Social Group Meets after the 8:00 am Mass@ Kahwa Coftfee

Upcoming Events
“Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group

Scripture Class

SVDP Meeting

400 45th Ave S, St. Petersburg 33705

Saturday, January 27
7:00 pm

Sunday, January 28
9:00 and 10:30 am
Monday, January 29
7:00 pm

Tuesday, January 30
10:00-11:30 am

Wednesday, January 31

9:00 am

Thursday, February 1
6:00 pm

Saturday, February 3
5:00 pm

Sunday, February 4
9:00 and 10:30 am

Monday, February 5
7:00 pm

Tuesday, February 6
10:00-11:30 am

7:00 pm

Thursday, February 8
4:00-5:00 pm

6:00 pm

Sunday, February 11
9:00 am

Monday, February 12
7:00 pm

Tuesday, February 13
10:00-11:30 am
Thursday, February 15
6:00 pm

Friday, February 16
5:00 pm

Sunday, February 18
9:00 and 10:30 am

Knights of Columbus Sock Hop Dance

Coffee and Donuts

“Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group
Scripture Class

SVDP Cares Staff Meeting

Adult Choir Rehearsal

K.O.C. event: Fish n’Chicken Fry
Coffee and Donuts

“Life in the Spirit” Prayer group

Scripture Class
K.O.C. Meeting

SVDP Meeting
Adult Choir Rehearsal

K.O.C. Pancake Breakfast

“Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group
Scripture Class

Adult Choir Rehearsal

K.O.C. Fish Fry

Coffee and Donuts

CYH

CYH

CYH-1

PH

PH

CYH

CYH

PH

MR

PH

PH

CYH

CYH
PH

CYH-1
MR.

PH

CYH

CYH

MR

PH

PH

PH= Parish Hall, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1

“Life in the Spirit” Prayer Group
Monday evenings at 7:00 pm in Courtyard Hall.

For more information please call 727-867-3663.

All are welcome!

Fish
Fry
or
Chicken
Dinner

Keep in touch with us!

TEXT T0 84576
OR CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AT: a

N ———

Social Group

The Blessed Trinity Social Group
is meeting regularly now. Please
join us at the Kahwa coffee shop
@ 400 45th Ave S, St. Petersburg,
FL 33705 after the 8:00 am Mass
on the Last Friday of each Month.
Bring your ideas!

Please note our next meeting will
be Friday, January 26th.

All are welcome!



Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Arnold, Barbara
Austreng, Dick
Barr, Bill

Becker, Mary
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Christ, Kathryn
Cisek, Marilyn
Comeau, Teresa
Coston, Robert
Curtis, Sherlyl
Daniels, Joshua
DeZarn, Vickie
D’Azzo, Lina
Feltes, Chuck & Lauren
Ferrara, Antoinette
Fitzgerald, Dan
Gawlik, Frank
Gawlik, Sofia
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len
Hoffman, Bette
Huff, Walt

THANK YOU!

Irvin, John

Joyal, Christina
Kindel, Helen
Kirchgessner, Marie
Klima, Sue
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
Lawler, Matthew
LeVan, George
Lewis, Cynthia
Maharne, Cecile
Manley, Jan
Manley, Paul
Matthews, Daniel
Mays, Susan
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Mesick, Phil & Nancy
Nagy, Matthew
Newcomb, Jeff
O’Connor, Mary
Oliphant, Sean
Parmigiani, Valerie
Powers, Jim
Preeper, Helen

Riley, Marie
Roberts,

Deacon Lionel
Romani, Angelo
Schulz, Ingrid
Shelby, Montez
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thompson, Susan E.
Vanderbeck, Cindy
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Youngman, Ruth

Anointing of the Sick
To request the Anointing of the Sick

for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

2™, VERACITY
O™ L iaecn nreicas
Questions about Medicare, Affordable
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, email or visit
my website for more information!
Rebecca Haugland
727-326-2452 .
rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

Johnnie Jones
Plumbing
For all your great and profes-
sional work in my Home!!
Cecile Maharne

MARSHALL LAWN
& Pest CONTROL

Lawn Spraying - Fertilizing
Household Pests
Serving Pinellas County Since 1983

727-528-3224

NEVER MISS
OUR BULLETIN!

SUBSCRIBE

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week,

Visit www.parishesonline.com

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 a0 @

] coLoweLL Banker rEaLTY
Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC B®

16-0289

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.

catholicmatich’
F | O rl d O Barbara |. Pace CFC 1427395 [ N

o e oYL Ml | 727-323-2300 st retceburo, AL 337134318
[Pj For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 ® www.4lpi.com

ishioner




Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage

Experience™
Blessed Trinity Catholic
Church

73 1600 54th Ave
p St. Petersburg, FL 33712

“Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes”
First Apparition 1858

Saturday, February 10, 2024
“Holy Mass 8:00 AM in the Church”
“Virtual Pilgrimage 9:00 AM in Parish Hall”

A Free Will Offering will be collected

For Information, please contact:
Parish Office: 727 867 3663

* Lourdes Water
i * Grotto Rock
% Prayer Petitions to Lourdes

Our Lady of Lourdes Hospitality
North American Volunteers
www.LourdesVolunteers.org
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WORLD YOUTHDAY

The Ministry to Youth and Young Adults pilgrimage to World Youth Day
began on July 28, 2023. After three years of planning and financial support
from generous sponsors and donors, college students, seminarians, youth
ministers, diocesan staff, priests, parents, and adults from various parishes
joined over one-million pilgrims as they encountered God, and like Mary,
“arose and went with haste.” (Lk 1:39).

“In the art of climbing the mountain,
what matters isn’t not to fall, but not to remain fallen.”

- Pope Francis. World Youth Day Vigil. Aug. 4. 2023




~ DIACONATE ORDINATION s
3 The Office of the Diaconate supports individuals in their discernment process ]}%%r
"~ as they embark on a five-year journey of formation, marked by rigorous S

study and discernment, which actively engages their entire families. In 2023,
' this transformative experience has led to the heartfelt commitment of eight
men who have answered God'’s call to serve and dedicate themselvesto <

n inistering to His people. YO RERTToY

———

“Believe what you read, teach what you believe,
and practice what you teach.”

- Bishop Parkes. Diaconate Ordination. Oct. 14, 2023
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EUCHARISTIC ENCOUNTER

Our Missionary Discipleship Ministry and other diocesan and parish ministry
leaders supported more than 700 people on their spiritual journey to further
deepen their love of Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist. Being missionary
disciples means being active witnesses that Christ is alive and at work with

us today and everyday thereafter.

S

“Jesus allowed himself to be broken on the cross,
to be broken in the Holy Eucharist...He’s one with
us, even in the midst of our brokenness.”

- Mother Olga. Eucharistic Encounter. Sepl. 16. 2023
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More nume .-- s than the stars in the sky are your bless g
g O Good and Gracious God.

3 I = O
You have called us to spread the Good News of your Son;:
.~ Jesus Christ, through our words and actions.

Strengthen our faith and open our hearts
care for all our brothers and 5|sters*-
pecially those who need us the most. *

- to understand the difference we can w i
the ve we can share and the lives we can bring rl
through our Catholic Ministry Appea

& We pray that your grace, O Lord, 1
~ will lead us to be your loving heart and hands toda r
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Our Catholic Ministry Appeal allows us to extend the reach

of our faith beyond the walls of ourselves and our individual
parishes. The impact we have in our community is all thanks to the
kindness, grace, and generosity of our diocesan family.

The power of unity and sacrifice can lead to remarkable
achievements beyond our imagination. “When we come

together, our selfless actions can do things we never thought

possible,” said Bishop Parkes.

Through the Catholic Ministry Appeal, we served
214,189 meals and sheltered 1,552 clients through |'
Catholic Charities; have six new seminarians 5
studying for the priesthood; ordained eight men as N
permanent deacons; and held three visioning and
implementation events. Together we are:

ENCOUNTERING GOD ano NURTURING our SPIRITUAL LIFE

includes...

e Faith Formation & Evangelization

o Ministry to Multicultural Communities
e Ministry to Youth & Young Adults

e and many more

EMBRACING GOD’S CALL to SERVE

P includes...
/\3 Diaconate Program & Formation
i)
o
3 1 A & Promotion of Vocations

Vicar for Religious
and many more

N

[
« Seminarian Education & Support,
L
L ]

ACCOMPANYING our MISSIONARY DISCIPLES

includes...
o Clergy Care, Ministry to Priests &
26% Continuing Education for Priests
o Saint John XXIlI Residence
y e Safe Environment Program
i e and many more

Visit www.dosp.org/catholicministryappeal to see the full
list of ministries supported.

Diocese of St. Petersburg L8 WAYS TO GIVE
Office of Stewardship & Development 3 C Mail your gift to PO. Box 458
6363 9th Ave N Rt /
X Kensington, CT 06037-0458
St. Petersburg, FL 33710 3 - . g
i A J Online at SupportMinistry.dosp.org
appealgift@dosp.org el or scan the QR Code

@DioStPete www.dosp.org 727-341-6829
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4 ONLINE

Scan the code or visit our secure website to
2 make a gift by credit card or EFT.

a«]{i7:(a i INFORMATION

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Phone:

Parish:

O Mobile OQHome QWork

c{¢)i\H $9 MILLION

Gifts to the Catholic Ministry Appeal allow Catholics of the

Diocese of St. Petersburg to nurture spiritual life, embrace

God's call to serve and accompany our missionary disciples.
isit www.dosp.org/catholicministryappeal to learn more.

K<il3d INFORMATION

MONTHLY OR
Q $50 a$100
Q$175 0 $250 7
QOther$_ _

Q For months
L1 Make this gift recurring

{until | choose to stop)

Q First installment enclosed _

$ _

Q Check O Cash

43% 31% 26%
Encountering God and Embracing God’s Accompanying Our
Nurturing Our Spiritual Life Call to Serve Missionary Disciples

ONE-TIME
Q$100 Q%250
G $500 01%$1,000
QOther$

Ul Send me a reminder in

(month)
OR

(J Payment enclosed

$

Q Check O Cash

All gifts must be paid by 12/31/24. Make checks payable to the Catholic Ministry Appeal.



[' q_[' 4810 Central Avenue
‘Brett Funera OME  Tel 7273213321
www.brettfuneralhome.net

&) Crematio n S eWiceS Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

LICLOTRORENR TSI DOES YOUR NONPROFIT g, our com
Place Your Ad Here ORGANIZATION NEED *p%™ "0
and Support Our Parish! A NEWSLETTER? é;ﬁ ': 1

= = = CONTACT ME Engaging, ad-supported
Conklin Financial Group LLC Peter Stewart e Ry T
Providing help with all your Medicare needs newsletters to reach ‘ ﬁﬁﬁ
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1-727-541-3043 (TTY 711) your community.
john@conklinfinancialgroup.com pstewart@4LPi.com
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‘ ;« BOSS LAW

PROTECT YOUR FUTURE

Buying or Selling

Your Home?

Let Boss Law Handle
Your Closing

Blessed Trinity
Parishioners Receive Friends/
Family Discount!

Christopher W. Boss

Parishioner

{/ /&
727-471-0039 | BossLegal.com

@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0289



