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Selfishness is not compatible with  
Marian devotion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Philip Kosloski - published on 06/28/25 

If we truly embrace a devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, our own heart will be opened 
to others. 

Modern culture puts much emphasis on finding yourself or pursuing what makes you feel happy. This can 
sometimes lead to a selfish attitude in life, thinking that we should do whatever we want to fulfill our fleeting 
desires. 

It's an attitude that is completely incompatible with true Marian devotion, especially when this devotion is di-
rected to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. 

Fostering a heart for others 

Instead of seeking to pursue our own selfish interests, devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary should open 
us up to others. 

Pope Benedict XVI commented on this topic in a visit to Germany in 2011: 

https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/
https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/speeches/2011/september/documents/hf_ben-xvi_spe_20110923_vespers-etzelsbach.html


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Deacon 
Deacon Bill Lovelace  

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM, Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM, Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 

Fr. Victor Bartolotta  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses, Monday - Saturday 8:00 am 
Weekend Masses, Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

Sunday, 8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our website, btsp.org 
 

Confessions will be held Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm 

Parish Office 
Monday—Friday 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 
1600 54the Ave S  

St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 
FAX, (727) 864-2679  

Website, http://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 
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[T]he image of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
is seen as a symbol of her deep and unreserved 
loving unity with Christ. It is not self-
realization, the desire for self-possession and 
self-formation, that truly enables people to 
flourish, according to the model that modern 
life so often proposes to us, which easily turns 
into a sophisticated form of selfishness. Ra-
ther it is an attitude of self-giving, self-
emptying, directed towards the heart of Mary 
and hence towards the heart of Christ and 
towards our neighbor: this is what enables us 
to find ourselves. 

When we truly draw close to Mary's heart, we are in 
turn closer to Jesus' heart, which opens us up to those 
around us. 

One thing we need to be wary of is using devotions to 
the Immaculate Heart for selfish motives. 

For example, the Directory on popular piety warns 
against viewing the First Saturday devotion too me-
chanically, as if all we need to do is receive the Eu-
charist on consecutive First Saturdays: 

With regard to receiving Holy Communion of 
the Five First Saturdays, the same as has been 
said in relation to the Nine First Fridays can be 
repeated: overestimation of temporal factors 
should be overcome in favor of re-
contextualization the reception of Holy Com-
munion within the framework of the Eucharist. 
This pious practice should be seen as an op-
portunity to live intensely the paschal Mys-
tery celebrated in the Holy Eucharist, as in-
spired by the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

We can often get caught-up in all the "requirements" 
of a devotion, and see our devotion only as a way to 
check them off. 

What these devotions are designed to do is open us 
up to God and our neighbor. We need to be open to 
that grace that God wants to give to us and not simply 
live life as if it is only about following rules. 

Otherwise our heart will not be like Mary's heart, 
which is continually open to the needs of others. 

Originally published at Aleteia.org, reprinted with permission  

http://btsp.org/
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccdds/documents/rc_con_ccdds_doc_20020513_vers-direttorio_en.html
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How to apply the Sacred Scriptures this week to your life. 



Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, July 5, Memorial Anthony Mary Zaccaria, Priest and  
   Saint Elizabeth of Portugal 
8:00 a.m.   Joshua Dottino (dec) 

Saturday, July 5, Vigil for Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.  James, Matt and Annette Lawler and 
   Particia Sullivan (dec) 

Sunday, July 6, Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Tom and Marie Cullen (dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.  Bob and Beverly Brown (liv) 

Monday, July 7, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Kayla and Nathan Roberts (liv) 

Tuesday, July 8, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Chris and Nathan Roberts (liv) 

Wednesday, July 9, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations  

Thursday, July 10, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Tom and Marie Cullen (dec) 

Friday, July 11, Memorial of Saint Benedict, Abbot  
8:00 a.m.  Dawn and Malaya Cullen (liv) 

Saturday, July 12, Weekday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.   Deacon Lionel Roberts (dec) 

Saturday, July 12, Vigil for Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m.  Tom and Ladyne Handel (liv) 

Sunday, July 13, Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
8:00 a.m.  Paula Sue Dubinsky (dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.  Sarah Tabor Hosford (liv) 

Grief Support 

At this time, individual/one-on-one 
Grief Support is available by call-
ing Rachel at the church office. 

Group support meetings will take 
place when a group is formed. 

For more information call:  
867-3663 
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The second collection this week is for Grounds and Maintenance. 

Thank you for your prayerful giving!  

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$75,301 

$ 38,625 
 
51% 
 

As of June 27 

2025 GOAL 

Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Weekly Offering 

Weekly Giving 06/29/25 

Offertory  $ 7,044.00 

Restoring the Sacred $    100.00 

St. Vincent de Paul $    462.00 

National Collections $    850.00 

Thank you for your generosity! 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE 
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 

If you had $100 to give away, to whom would you give it? Perhaps you 
would choose someone you love. How about someone on the street at a 
corner stoplight? You could really make someone's day if you gave it to 
them as a tip after a modestly priced meal. There are so many possibili-
ties. No matter to whom you give the $100, you are certainly being gen-
erous. No one can debate that.  

Let's say you have narrowed it down to two different people. You know 
both of these people, and you suspect each person would be equally 
grateful. Does it make a difference who you give the money to in the 
end? What if I told you that one of the individuals just got a big raise at 
work, and the other person is at risk of having their water turned off be-
cause they have been late paying their bill. Does it make a difference 
now? 

Discernment should always be an important part of any good steward's 
way of life. If we give simply for the sake of giving, that may not al-
ways be the best use of our gifts. In order to gain the most fruit from the 
seeds we plant, we must plant wisely. All we have been given has value, 
and we need be good caretakers of it all. If you ever do find yourself 
with $100 to spare, be sure to carefully consider all the options and 
make the wiser choice. In the meantime, pray for wisdom and reflect on 
how to best use all you have been given for the sake of the Kingdom of 
God. ~ -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 



Pray for Someone New Everyday Page 6 

Upcoming Events 
Sunday, July 6 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, July 7  
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Wednesday, July 9 
Adoration 
8:30 am   Church open all day for prayer  CH 
5:30 pm  Rosary 
6:00 pm  Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation 
7:00 pm  Benediction 

Thursday, July 10 
4:00 pm SVDP Meeting    CYH-1 

Sunday, July 13 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, July 14 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Wednesday, July 16 
Adoration 
8:30 am   Church open all day for prayer  CH 
5:30 pm  Rosary 
6:00 pm  Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation 
7:00 pm  Benediction 

Sunday, July 20 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, July 21 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Wednesday, July 23 
Adoration 
8:30 am   Church open all day for prayer  CH 
5:30 pm  Rosary 
6:00 pm  Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation 
7:00 pm  Benediction 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church, CYH-1= Courtyard 

Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room, PL=Parking Lot 
Everything you  
wanted to know  
about your faith 

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s 
our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

ST. JOSEPH'S FOOD 
COLLECTION 

Please continue to bring food for 
our St. Joseph's Food Collection.  

The basket is located in the Nar-
thex of the church. 

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes 
God, Our Father, Creator and Lord of the universe,  

you have set the earth on its foundation  
and all the elements of nature obey your command. 

We humbly beseech you to keep us safe  
from all dangers and calm the storm that threatens us. 

May we be secure in your loving protection  
and serve you always with grateful hearts.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Barhorst, Brady 
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Christ, Kathryn  
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Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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Riley, Marie 
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Walsh, Thomas 
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Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL 727-323-2300 27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 
Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580
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 4810 Central Avenue
 Tel. 727-321-3321
 www.brettfuneralhome.net
 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Peter Stewart

 
pstewart@4LPi.com 
(800) 477-4574 x6123

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting at

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 
   that feels just right.” 

 Rebecca Haugland
 727-326-2452

rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

Questions about Medicare, Affordable 
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, email or visit 

my website for more information!


