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7 Blessed Trinity

iy Over 60 YEARS COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel
August 24, 2025 = The Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

If you want to follow Jesus,
find the most unimportant
person in your life

Brother Silas Henderson, SDS - published on
09/22/18

And when you’ve found him, receive him as Our
Lord: The message we’ll hear this Sunday.

Jesus sat down, called the Twelve, and said to them, “If anyone wishes to be first, he shall be the last of all
and the servant of all.”

Taking a child, he placed it in their midst, and putting his arms around it, he said to them, “Whoever receives
one child such as this in my name, receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but the One who
sent me.”

—Mark 9:35-37

The gospels tell us that even “the Twelve”—Jesus’ closest followers—struggled to understand who and what
he was. Those who traveled with Jesus recognized his special relationship with God (this was easy enough to
see in the miracles he performed), but we can also imagine how confusing and even overwhelming Jesus’ ser-
mons, parables, and miracles might have been. We can certainly understand how they might have missed the
point of Jesus’ message and mission.

And so, we have this Sunday’s Gospel, in which we find Jesus’ closest collaborators arguing about which of
them was most important. But when Jesus learns what they have been discussing, he responds with an act that
perfectly summarizes what it means to be a true disciple: He places a child in the middle of the group, telling
them, “Whoever receives this child in my name, receives me.”

The world in which Jesus lived shared our own culture’s obsession with power and status, and a child would
have been seen as a total non-entity in first-century Palestine. Children had no social status or legal rights. And
s0, as a “non-person,” to paraphrase Scripture scholar Daniel Harrington, S.J., a child would have been com-
pletely dependent on others for survival. Beyond that, however, anyone who cared for or showed kindness to a
child could expect nothing in return. “By embracing the child,” Harrington concludes, “Jesus displays his ac-
ceptance of the child as worthy of respect and care.”

There is no great theological discourse or political rhetoric here. In a single gesture, Jesus summarizes the
beauty and the mystery of his message: Even those whom the world sees as insignificant are important in
God’s eyes. To be Jesus’ follower means that we have to be willing to embrace those dismissed by the world.
True greatness comes from serving others.

This kind of service and availability to the least members of society requires great humility and openness. Our
care for children, vulnerable adults, the homeless, shut-ins, the victims of abuse, refugees, and migrants
doesn’t offer us prestige, power, or wealth in return. And yet, Jesus is making it clear that this was to be the

Continued on page 2
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Deacon
Deacon Bill Lovelace

Clergy Assistance
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM, Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM, Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM
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Mass Schedule
Weekday Masses, Monday - Saturday 8:00 am
Weekend Masses, Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm
Sunday, 8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am

Follow the Sunday Mass on our website, btsp.org
Confessions will be held Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm

Parish Office
Monday—Friday 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm
1600 54the Ave S
St. Petersburg, F1 33712

Phone, (727) 867-3663
FAX, (727) 864-2679

Website, http://btsp.org

Like us on FaceBook
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Begin the day with:

8:00 AM - Mass
8:30 AM - Beginning Adoration
5:30 PM - Rosary Recitation
6:00 PM - Exposition and Adoration
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7:00 PM - Adoration Ends for the Day
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mission of the Twelve. It would have been as diffi-
cult for them to accept and live out as it is for us to-
day.

To believe that Jesus is calling us to a life of disciple-
ship means that we must be willing to place ourselves
at the service of others. And this willingness to serve
frees us from the division we hear about in this Sun-
day’s Second Reading: “Where jealousy and selfish
ambition exist, there is disorder and every foul prac-
tice. But the wisdom from above is first of all pure,
then peaceable, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and
good fruits ... and the fruit of righteousness is sown
in peace for those who cultivate peace” (James 3:16-
18).

Jesus embodied this willingness to serve in his Pas-
sion and death and these themes form the framework
for our celebration this Sunday (see Wisdom 2:12, 17
-20 and Mark 9:30-32). The invitation for us, then, is
to open our hearts and be willing to sacrifice our
time, gifts, and resources to create space in our
homes and communities for those whom our society
dismisses as unimportant.

Whom have I dismissed as being unimportant in the
past?

Do I allow the needs of migrants, refugees, the home-
less, the elderly, the abused, and the unborn to touch
my heart?

What is the example of Jesus’ own self-sacrificing
service asking of me today?

Words of Wisdom: “What does welcome a little child
mean? It means giving loving attention to those who
are often overlooked. I imagine myself standing in
line to meet a very important person and noticing a
little child passing by. Would I leave the line and pay
all my attention to the child? I imagine myself going
to a grand party where I will meet very interesting
and powerful people. Could I forget about the party
to sit on the street for a few hours with a man who
stretches out his hands and asks me for some money?
I imagine myself being invited to receive an award.
Could I let the honor go to spend the time with a de-
pressed, elderly woman who is forgotten by her
friends and feels isolated in her apartment ... To wel-
come the ‘little child’ I have to become little my-
self.”—Henri Nouwen in The Road to Daybreak

Originally published at Aleteia.org, reprinted with
permission


http://btsp.org/
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Wisdom/2:12
http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/bible/Wisdom/2:12

How to apply the Sacred Scriptures this week to your life.

66
THE ONE WHO
HUMBLES
HIMSELF WILL
BE EXALTED.”

(LK 14:11)
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August 31, 2025 Written by
THE
FAITHFUL

Twenty-second Sunday DISCIPLE
in Ordinary Time
Sir 3:17-18, 20, 28-29 | Heb 12:18-19, 22-24a | Lk 1411, 7-14

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

There’s a well-known story about an actor who was asked by

an elderly priest to recite Psalm 23. The actor agreed only if

the priest also recited the psalm. While the actor’s delivery was
met with esteem and applause, the priest’s was met with raw
emotion, stunned silence, and tears. The actor, smiling, said, “I
may know the psalm, but the priest, he knows the Shepherd.” |
can’t help but be reminded of this story when reading today’s
Gospel. Like the Pharisees, the actor represents the one who was
the “center of attention” who was humbled whereas the priest, in
his humble service to God, found himself exalted. That is where
true humility lies, when our actions and our everyday lives are
rooted in God first and not ourselves.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

As Jesus reminds us today, “Every one who exalts himself will
be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Beyond telling us this truth, Jesus lived it. Scripture tells us

that Jesus - the second Person of the Holy Trinity - “emptied
himself, taking the form of a slave...” (phil 2:7), and that he came
not “to be served but to serve” (Mk10:45). Each of us is invited

to consider the ways we can imitate the same humble servant-
leadership which Jesus showed throughout his life. What does
servant leadership look like, practically speaking? Some simple
examples: At work, it might look like signing up to do those less
desirable tasks that others would prefer to avoid. In our homes,
it could look mean letting your children or spouse choose what'’s
for dinner rather than asserting your own preferences over meal
planning. In our relationships, it might mean allowing a friend to
talk through their struggles without offering advice or sharing
how you might have handled things differently. With the eyes of
faith, each of us can see countless opportunities to practice the
virtue of humility in daily life.

WITNESS

Like the priest in the story above who revealed God to the crowd
in his recitation of Psalm 23, you have the opportunity to let

God shine through in your life to others. Be a servant leader,
seeking to glorify God rather than yourself. When you are humble
you “will be exalted” and “repaid at the resurrection of the
righteous.”



This Week in Worship

Are You Hoping to

Receive One of the

Seven Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism
class before scheduling a baptism.

Office Hours
Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm
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Grief Support

At this time, individual/one-on-one
Grief Support is available by call-
ing Rachel at the church office.

Group support meetings will take
place when a group is formed.

For more information call:
867-3663
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, August 23, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Joseph Marchese, Sr. and Thomas Giardini (dec)

Saturday, August 23 Vigil for Twenty-First Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Dorothy Jackson (liv)

Sunday, August 24, Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Joseph Ciminera, Sr. (dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Nick Calandra (dec)
Monday, August 25, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Shane Sacks (liv)

Tuesday, August 26, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Evans Beddoe (dec)

Wednesday, August 27, Memorial of Saint Monica
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, August 28, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. The Dottino Family (liv and dec)

Friday, August 29, Memorial of the Passion of John the Baptist

8:00 a.m. Lauren Cornwell (liv)
Saturday, August 30, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. William Issac (dec)

Saturday, August 30 Vigil for Twenty-Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

Bill and Robin Biloski (liv)

50th Wedding Anniversary

4:00 p.m.

Sunday, August 31, Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Dawn and Malaya Cullen (liv)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Luann Kenning (dec)

Let's go to ROME!

Please join Blessed Trinity on a pilgrimage and
choir tour to Rome 2027 and attend the Papal
Mass for Mary, Mother of God with Pope Leo
XIV! Father Wayne will be our spiritual direc-
tor. Our Festival Choir will minister at basilica
Masses at St. Paul Outside the Walls, as well as
St. Peter's in Vatican City, along with a concert in St. Ignatius Church
in Rome.

Mark your calendars for a parish meeting about the trip on Thursday,
September 4 at 6:30 pm in the church. You may sing with the festival
choir on this trip with a nominal rehearsal commitment. You do not
need to read music, only have the desire to take this once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. If you have any questions, please contact Lisa in the par-
ish office at ext. 309 or email at Iss@btsp.org.


mailto:lss@btsp.org

The second collection this week is for St.

DO YOU HEAR RINGING?????

I do! Are you ready to make beautiful music and
create fun memories? Can you hold a handbell?

Do you like to make beautiful music, laugh and
have fun?

Blessed Trinity Music Ministry has just the place
for YOU!

We are forming a handbell ensemble! No experi-

ence is necessary, and you do not need to read music, just be willing to
learn an easy notation system. Handbells are a beautiful way to enhance
liturgy and become part of our growing Music Ministry.

\)

Soon we will have a meeting about the where, when, and how, but in
the meantime, please contact Lisa at Iss@btsp.org, or by calling 727-
867-3663, ext. 309.

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE
GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Get to Know Jesus

When I speak and write, I mention my family quite often. Those of you
who have been reading these reflections for the past 5+ years — or who
have read my books — may think you know them. When I travel, I do
get asked about my family by those who have entered my life through
the words on a page. My hope is that by sharing stories about my family
and life the reader gets a chance to see himself or herself in the story as
well. Then the point being made in the article or reflection can take on
stronger meaning because it hits home. However, no matter how much I
write about my family and how much you read about them, you will on-
ly have a glimpse as to the real people. It will take an actual relationship
with one of them to get you to the point where you can say you know
them.

That is the same way with Jesus. First, more Catholics need to read
more and learn more about Jesus. Bible studies should be the norm and
not the exception in our lives. Second, too many of us in the Church can
explain who Jesus is from our past formation classes and reading, but
we do not actually know him. Jesus is not a topic, a theological term, or
simply a historical figure. He is a real being who is alive! He is not
dead, but alive! He calls us to do more than read about him. He calls us
into an intimate relationship with him. We grow in relationship with Je-
sus by worshipping at the Mass, spending time with him in adoration,
resting in him in the quiet, and by having the Jesus in us meet the Jesus
in others. If you do not know him personally, get to know him. I would
love for you all to meet my family in person someday, but I would much
rather you get to know Jesus instead.

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
©OLPi

Vincent de Paul.

Weekly Offering
Weekly Giving 08/17/25
Offertory $ 4,588
Other Donations $ 1,087
St. Vincent de Paul $ 366
Catholic Ministry
Appeal $ 355

Thank you for your generosity!

AL

CATHOLIC
MINISTRY
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Catholic Ministry Appeal

025 GOAL

100% -$75,301

75%

50%

25%

$ 42,763
57%

As of July 21

Thank you for your prayerful giving!
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Pray for Someone New Everyday Pacs 6

Upcoming Events

Sunday, August 24
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC

Monday, August 25
6:30 pm Life in the Spirit CYH

Wednesday, August 27

Adoration

8:30 am Church open all day for prayer CH
5:30 pm Rosary

6:00 pm Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation

7:00 pm Benediction

Friday, August 29
BT Social Group Meeting after 8:00 am Mass @Kahwa Coffee

Sunday, August 31
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC

Monday, September 1 = Labor Day

Parish Office Closed

Tuesday, September 2

7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting PC
Wednesday, September 3

Adoration

8:30 am Church open all day for prayer CH
5:30 pm Rosary

6:00 pm Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation

7:00 pm Benediction

Thursday, September 4

4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting CYH-1
Sunday, September 7

Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC
Monday, September 8

6:30 pm Life in the Spirit CYH
Tuesday, September 9
10:00 am Scripture Class resumes CYH
Wednesday, September 10
Adoration
8:30 am Church open all day for prayer CH
5:30 pm Rosary
6:00 pm Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation
7:00 pm Benediction

Key for Events

PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church, CYH-1= Courtyard

Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room, PL=Parking Lot

Text BTSP to 84576 line at
Q f/ O CI’( nOte . btsp.ﬂ(Z)cknote.(c):rorori1 s
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Scripture Classes

Blessed Trinity Scripture Classes
will resume on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 9th from 10:00 - 11:30 am. We
will study "Mary, Royal Mother of
the Messiah," Lessons1-30. Clas-
ses will be held in Courtyard Hall.
Books will be $12. For further in-
formation call Barbara Townsend
727-867-3605.

The Social Group of Blessed Trinity is spearheading a

£ WHAT YOU CAN

ST. JOSEPH'S FOOD
COLLECTION

Please continue to bring food for
our St. Joseph's Food Collection.

The basket is located in the Nar-
thex of the church.

FORMED

Everything you
wanted to know
about your faith

Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining
movies, enlightening programs,
inspiring talks and audio dramas,
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s
our gift to you!
formed.org TJQ622 access code



Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound -

Arnold, Barbara
Baker Family
Barhorst, Brady
Becker, Mary

Brown, Bob & Beverly

Cameron, Christopher
Cameron, Kalyn
Calamita, John
Christ, Kathryn
Connor, Kathryn
Cisek, Marilyn
Clark, Christine and
Henry

Clark, Brittany Noel
Comeau, Teresa
Coughlin, Bernadette
Curcio, Louis
Daniels, Joshua
D’Azzo, Lina
DeLong, Judy
DeLong, Todd
Feltes, Lauren
Fitzgerald, Dan

Grace, Kelly
Grimberg, Carol
Gueli, Connie
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len
Hoffman, Bette
Hoskins, Kevin
Huff, Walt
Hunnefeld, Sarah
Joyal, Christina
Kartsaklis, Michael
Kirchgessner, Marie
Klima, Sue
Kraynak, Gary
Lague, Norbert
Lanigan, John
Lashley, Diana
LeVan, George
Lewis, Cynthia
Lowe, Marie
Matthews, Dan
Mattingly, Pamela

Newcomb, Jeff
O’Connor, Mary
Parillo, Ceil
Parillo, Dave
Parmigiani, Valerie
Pilcher, Joel
Preeper, Helen
Riley, Marie
Riordan, Donald
Romani, Angelo
Sacks, Laura
Sanderson, Jack
Shelby, Montez
Smith, Elizabeth
Stankiewicz, Cy
Summerbell, Joan
Theissen, Robert
Thompson, Susan E.
Vanderbeck, Cindy
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Watson, Linda
Youngman, Ruth

Anointing of the Sick

To request the Anointing of the Sick
for yourself or a loved one, please con-

tact the parish office, 727-867-3663.

If you or a close family member would
like to be added or removed from our

prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663.

Gawlik, Frank and Sofia
Genereux, Carol

Mays, Hank
Membreno, Mary & Gus

Zajac, Leslie

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100 P
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ ]
COLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC &

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

~. FLORIDA
" MORTUARY

Funeral & Cremation Services

Quality, Compassion, &
Personalized Care
Since 1987

727.748.1580

ASPEN N. DONOHUE

Licensed Funeral Director,
Managing Director

‘Parishioner

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads sponsor
the printing of our bulletin.
4lpi.com/adcreator

ADT-Monitored i- J
Home Security
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From a Name You Can Trust

SUPPORT
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catholicmatch’

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL
Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara . Pace CFC 1427395
27247 23rd Ave. North

727-323-2300 st. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318
@ For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com 16-0289
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Funeral Home & Memorial Chapel
Michael Moloney Brian Moloney

Family Owned | Veteran Owned
Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com %

6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710
(» 727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com




4810 Central Avenue

‘Brett Tunera[ ﬂ-[bme Tel. 727-321-3321

2 . www.brettfuneralhome.net
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NANCY LABARE
SUPPORT OUR e

“Every family and every dream deserves a home

ADVERTISERS! that feels just right.” -f?‘*‘rl‘i‘ﬁ‘“’

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com
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