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Pizzaballa: Ending violence begins with ending 
dehumanizing speech 

Daniel Esparza - published on 09/11/25 

If, as Cardinal Pizzaballa insists, the path to violence is 
smoothed by speech that degrades, then a path out of con-
flict will run through speech that honors. 
Cardinal Pierbattista Pizzaballa says the war-scarred streets of Gaza 
are not only the result of bombs and bullets, but also of words. In a 
video message shared during the closing events of the Venice Film 

Festival, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem warned that years of dehumanizing rhetoric have helped pave the 
way for real-world violence — and he called for a new language “that opens horizons and new paths.” 

The intervention came as Tunisia’s Kaouther Ben Hania received the festival’s Silver Lion Grand Jury Prize 
for The Voice of Hind Rajab, a docudrama centered on the final phone call of a five-year-old girl killed 
amid the 2024 fighting in Gaza. The film — an official competition entry — has stirred audiences and head-
lines across Europe. 
As reported by Eduardo Berdejo of ACI Prensa, the cardinal linked today’s brutality to “years of violent and 
dehumanizing language,” urging believers, artists, and all culture-makers to “work hard” for a different nar-
rative that resists the pull of extremism on every side. 
He cautioned that even when the guns fall silent, the conflict’s deeper wounds will not heal without a conver-
sion of words and imagination. 
An act of justice, a space for peace 

The Venice backdrop mattered. Ben Hania’s film — powered by the real audio of Hind’s call — won second 
place and, by multiple accounts, drew the festival’s longest ovation, while U.S. director Jim Jarmusch took 
the Golden Lion for Father Mother Sister Brother. The juxtaposition kept Gaza in the spotlight and underlined 
Pizzaballa’s plea to reclaim public speech from “radicals” and “extremists.” 

For Catholics, the call for a renewed vocabulary isn’t just civics — it’s discipleship. The Catechism teach-
es that hatred “is contrary to charity” and can lead to grave sin (CCC 2303), while truth-telling and guarding 
our neighbor’s dignity are moral duties (CCC 2477–2478). 
Building a culture where every person is spoken of as fully human is an act of justice that can make space for 
peace. 
Pizzaballa’s message also offered a pastoral diagnosis: When suffering becomes overwhelming, people can 
lose the capacity to notice the other’s pain. Changing how we speak is one practical way to resist that numb-
ness. It begins, he suggested, with the storytellers — filmmakers, journalists, teachers, parents — who can 
seed a different moral imagination. 
The cardinal was also echoing one of Pope Leo's first addresses. 

https://aleteia.org/author/daniel-esparza/
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/266465/cardinal-pizzaballa-says-violence-in-gaza-is-the-result-of-hateful-language?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.labiennale.org/en/cinema/2025/venezia-82-competition/voice-hind-rajab?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.labiennale.org/en/cinema/2025/venezia-82-competition/voice-hind-rajab?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaouther_Ben_Hania
https://www.aciprensa.com/noticias/116997/cardenal-pizzaballa-senala-que-la-violencia-en-gaza-es-tambien-resultado-de-un-lenguaje-de-odio
https://www.aljazeera.com/video/newsfeed/2025/9/7/hind-rajab-film-given-major-prize-at-venice-film-festival?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.aljazeera.com/video/newsfeed/2025/9/7/hind-rajab-film-given-major-prize-at-venice-film-festival?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.vatican.va/content/catechism/en/part_three/section_two/chapter_two/article_5/iii_safeguarding_peace.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/catechism/en/part_three/section_two/chapter_two/article_8/iii_offenses_against_truth.html
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Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 
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Clergy Assistance 

Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM, Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 
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Mass Schedule 

Weekday Masses, Monday - Friday 8:00 am 

Communion Service, Saturday - 8:00 am  
Weekend Masses, Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

Sunday, 8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our website, btsp.org 

 

Confessions will be held Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm 

Parish Office 

Monday—Friday 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54the Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 

FAX, (727) 864-2679  
Website, http://btsp.org  
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To be peacemakers was the first exhortation the new 
pope made to journalists, just four days after his elec-
tion, saying that the beatitude "Blessed are the peace-
makers" is "particularly relevant" to those in this 
field. 
He urged them to strive for a kind of communication 
that "never separates the search for truth from the 
love with which we must humbly seek it." 

He told them: 
Peace begins with each one of us: in the way we look 
at others, listen to others and speak about others. In 
this sense, the way we communicate is of fundamen-
tal importance: We must say “no” to the war of words 
and images, we must reject the paradigm of war. 
'Humanization' 
In that sense, The Voice of Hind Rajab did more than 
win a prize. It gave viewers a concrete human face 
and a small, devastated voice — exactly the kind of 
humanization the patriarch says is required if the re-
gion is ever to step back from the abyss. 
As Catholics and as citizens, we can practice this con-
version of language in our own circles: refusing slurs 
and sweeping labels, resisting dehumanizing memes, 
and choosing words that tell the truth without denying 
anyone’s dignity. If, as Cardinal Pizzaballa insists, the 
path to violence is smoothed by speech that degrades, 
then a path out of conflict will also run through 
speech that honors. 
That is a task large enough for governments and insti-
tutions — but small enough to begin in every conver-
sation today. 
Originally published at Aleteia.org, reprinted with permission  

http://btsp.org/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2025/may/documents/20250512-media.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/speeches/2025/may/documents/20250512-media.html
https://aleteia.org/2025/07/19/pizzaballa-on-gaza-strike-we-will-not-leave/
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Are You Hoping to  
Receive One of the  
Seven Sacraments  

With Us? 

Matrimony 

Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida 
requires at least six months prepa-
ration before  marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 

We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office for infor-
mation regarding the pre-baptism 
class before scheduling a baptism.  

Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 9-12 and 1-4 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1 pm 

This Week in Worship Page 4 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, September 20, Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, 
Priest, and Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs 

8:00 a.m.   Communion Service (No Mass) 
Saturday, September 20, Vigil for Twenty-Fifth Sunday in  
  Ordinary Time 

4:00 p.m.  Gerald Hayman (dec) 
Sunday, September 21, Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.  Joseph Ciminera, Sr. (dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.  John Gray (dec) 
Monday, September 22, Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.  Gary Kraynak (liv) 
Tuesday, September 23, Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina,  
  Priest 
8:00 a.m.  Earl W. Murray, Sr. and Charles F. Murray (dec) 
Wednesday, September 24, Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.  Mass for Vocations  
Thursday, September 25, Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.  Robert Theissen (dec) 
Friday, September 26, Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.  Matt Kruse (liv) 
Saturday, September 27, Memorial of Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest 
8:00 a.m.   Communion Service (No Mass) 
Saturday, September 27, Vigil for Twenty-Sixth Sunday in  
  Ordinary Time 

4:00 p.m.  William Isaac (dec) 
Sunday, September 28, Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m.  Dolores Ciminera (dec) 
9:30 a.m.  Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m.  Giuseppe Di Giovanni (dec) 

Prayer for Protection from Hurricanes 

God, Our Father, Creator and Lord of the universe,  
you have set the earth on its foundation  

and all the elements of nature obey your command. 
We humbly beseech you to keep us safe  

from all dangers and calm the storm that threatens us. 
May we be secure in Your loving protection  
and serve you always with grateful hearts.  

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,  

One God, forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Grief Support 
At this time, individual/one-on-one 
Grief Support is available by call-
ing Rachel at the church office. 
Group support meetings will take 
place when a group is formed. 

For more information call:  
867-3663 
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Second Collection will be for Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Thank you for your prayerful giving!  

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$75,301 

$ 45,821 

 

61% 

 

As of  
September 12 

2025 GOAL 

Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Weekly Offering 

Weekly Giving 09/14/25 

Offertory  $15,726 

Other Donations $     710 

St. Vincent de Paul $     444 

Restoring the Sacred $     492 

Thank you for your generosity! 



Pray for Someone New Everyday Page 6 

Upcoming Events 

Sunday, September 21 

Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, September 22 

6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, September 23 

10:00 am Scripture Class    CYH 

Wednesday, September 24 

Adoration 

8:30 am   Church open all day for prayer  CH 

5:30 pm  Rosary 

6:00 pm  Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation 

7:00 pm  Benediction 

Thursday, September 25 

5:00 pm Handbell Ensemble in the Music Suite 

6:30 pm Choir in the Music Suite 

Friday, September 26 

Social Group Meeting at Kahwa after the 8:00 am Mass 

Saturday, September 27 

3:00 pm BT Social Group’s Car Wash and Bake Sale PL 

Sunday, September 28 

Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, September 29 

6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, September 30 

10:00 am Scripture Class    CYH 

Wednesday, October 1 

Adoration 

8:30 am   Church open all day for prayer  CH 

5:30 pm  Rosary 

6:00 pm  Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation 

7:00 pm  Benediction 

Thursday, October 2 

4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting   CYH 

5:00 pm Handbell Ensemble in the Music Suite 

6:30 pm Choir in the Music Suite 

Saturday, October 4 

9:00 am Blessing of the Animals on the Parish Green 

5:00 pm Knights of Columbus St. Francis Dinner  PH 

Key for Events 

PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church, CYH-1= Courtyard 
Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room, PL=Parking Lot 

Discover all the best Catholic content in one place. Entertaining mov-
ies, enlightening programs, inspiring talks and audio dramas, and a 
great selection of popular e-books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic, and it’s our gift to you!  
formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Feeding Our Neighbors 

Right now, many families in our 
area are facing food insecurity. 
Your contribution can make a real 
difference. 
The Blessed Trinity Social Group 
is collecting non-perishable food 
to help St. Joseph’s food pantry. 
Canned meat is always needed. 
Please place your donations in the 
Narthex of the church. 
Thank you for your continued 
generosity! 



As part of the Jubilee Year of Hope, the Diocese of Saint Petersburg is spreading hope
through corporal and spiritual works of mercy. We are challenging our community to
together complete 1,000,000 acts of mercy. Anyone can participate – no work of mercy
is too small! Just fill out the form online (It’s EASY!) to make it count towards the
challenge. We want to highlight all the good works you are already doing by bringing a
focus to it and invite others to join in spreading hope!

www.Mercy2025.org

Log YOUR Acts of Mercy!
A Blessed Trinity Call To Action:

Fed the hungry
Gave drink to the thirsty
Clothed the naked
Sheltered the homeless
Visited the sick
Visited the imprisoned
Buried the dead

Taught others about God and the Faith
Counseled the doubtful
Encouraged reconciliation with God and others
Bore wrongs patiently
Forgiven offenses willingly
Comforted the afflicted
Prayed for the living and the dead

Have you....?



      

Adult & Youth Faith Formation Registration 

2025-2026 

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church is planning our Fall Faith Formation Classes.  

What sacraments are you in need of? 

Please fill in this form and return to the parish office, or put in basket provided, no later than 

October 5th.  Classes begin October 13th.  

 

 

 

 

 

Please turn over →    

Child Family Member(s) you wish to register in Religious Education 

   Please check all sacraments needed 

First, Middle & Last Name Date of Birth Grade Baptism   1st Communion Confirmed 

      

      

      

      

Adult Family Member(s) interested in the RCIA program 

 Please check all sacraments needed 

First, Middle & Last Name Date of Birth Baptism 1st Communion Confirmed 

     

     

Family Name:             

Address:              

Phone #:              

Email:              



Ongoing Adult Catholic Formation 

Adults interested in ongoing Catholic Faith Formation on a variety of topics to be determined. 

______  Yes, I am interested in exploring my Catholic Faith. Please let me know the topics.  

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________________ 

City _______________________________________________ 

State ______________________________________________ 

Zip Code ___________________________________________ 

Phone _____________________________________________ 

Email ______________________________________________ 

 

Return this form to the parish office no later than October 5th. Form may be dropped off at 
the office or mailed to: 

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church 
Attn: Father Wayne C. Genereux 

1600 54th Ave S. 
St. Petersburg, FL 33712 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Yo
u’re Invited 40

Days FOR LIFE
September 24th- November 2nd

Blessed Trinity Day’s:
October 19th

&
October 30th 

For Information Call: Cathy Browne
phone: (646) 552-8015
Email: cathy6browne@yahoo.com
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Baker Family 

Barhorst, Brady 
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Calamita, John 
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Helbig, Len 

Hoffman, Bette 
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LeVan, George 
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Lowe, Marie 

Matthews, Dan 

Mattingly, Pamela 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would 
like to be added or removed from our 
prayer list, please contact the parish of-
fice at 727-867-3663. 

 

Anointing of the Sick 

To request the Anointing of the Sick 
for yourself or a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 727-867-3663. 
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Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.
Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.

Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@Ŵoridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 

Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue

	 Tel. 727-321-3321

	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Trey Hill

 

thill@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2613

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  

NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 

   that feels just right.” 

	Rebecca Haugland
	727-326-2452

rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

Questions about Medicare, Affordable 
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, email or visit 

my website for more information!


