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Christmas reveals to us the beauty of God’s face
Philip Kosloski - published on 01/03/25

Through Jesus, we are Cnally able to "see God" and in seeing God, we are invited into a more inࢼmate rela-
.onship with himࢼ
Throughout history humanity has always desired to see God's face. This desire was expressed in a variety of 
ways, such as the making of idols in order to try and visualize God in a more concrete way.

The good news is that God recognized this desire in the human heart and came down upon earth in the person 
of Jesus Christ, revealing to us his face.

The face of God

Pope Benedict XVI reYected on this spiritual reality in a general audience in 2013:
At Holy Christmas we contemplated the realizaঞon of these very promises: the Revelaঞon of God reaching its 
culminaঞon, its fullness. In Jesus of Nazareth God really visited his people, he visited humanity in a manner 
that surpassed every expectaঞon: he sent his Only-Bego�en Son: God himself became man. Jesus does not 
tell us something about God, he does not merely speak of the Father but is the Revelaঞon of God, because he 
is God and thus reveals the face of God.



Are You Hoping to Receive One of 
the Following Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese 
in Florida requires at least six months preparation 
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne 
Genereux, at the Parish OLce for an appointment 
before seমng a date. 

Bapঞsm 
We are honored that you would like to choose 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. 
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish OLce to schedule an 
appointment.  
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Mass Intenঞons  
Saturday, December 20, Advent Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Peter Keith Gonzalez (dec) 

Saturday, December 20, Vigil for Fourth Sunday of  
  Advent 
4:00 p.m. Hunter Gutierrez (dec) 

Sunday, December 21, Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8:00 a.m. Glen Davis (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
  Charles Paul Screeton (dec) 
11:30 a.m. Se Thi Tran (dec) 

Monday, December 22, Advent Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Ma�hew Norton Adgie (dec) 

Tuesday, December 23, Advent Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Sharon Youssi (dec) 

Wednesday, December 24, Advent Weekday 
4:00 p.m. Accarrizzi Family (liv & dec) 

Wednesday, December 24, Vigil for the Naঞvity of  
 the Lord 
9:00 p.m. Robert Jacks (liv) 

Thursday, December 25, The Naঞvity of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. Phil Roach (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Ladyne and Christopher Bunsey (liv) 
11:30 am Weber Family (dec) 

Friday, December 26, Feast of Saint Stephen, First  
  Martyr 
8:00 a.m. Christina Kruse (liv) 

Saturday, December 27, Feast of Saint John, Apostle 
 and Evangelist 
8:00 a.m. Earl Beddoe and Lloyd Forteau (dec) 

Saturday, December 27, Vigil for Feast of the Holy  
  Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

4:00 p.m. Gerald Hayman (dec) 

Sunday, December 28, Feast of the Holy Family of  
  Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
8:00 a.m. Helen Fegley Murray (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Roberta Smith Family (dec) 

He continues his reYection by pointing out how this 
desire to see God's face was present in the Old Tes-
tament: 

The theme of the “quest for God’s face,” the desire to 
know this face, the desire to see God as he is, is 
clearly present throughout the Old Testament, to the 
extent that the Hebrew term pānîm, which means 
“face”, recurs 400 times, and refers to God 100 
times. One hundred times it refers to God: to the 
wish to see God’s face is expressed 100 times.  

This desire, Pope Benedict XVI explains, is present in 
all of us and points to a deeper desire to be in friend-
ship with God. 

The desire to know God truly, that is, to see God’s 
face, is innate in every human being, even in atheists. 
And perhaps we unconsciously have this wish simply 
to see who he is, what he is, who he is for us. How-
ever this desire is fulClled in following Christ, in this 
way we see his back and, in the end, we see God too 
as a friend, in Christ’s face we see his face. The im-
portant thing is that we not only follow Christ in our 
needy moments or when we Cnd a slot in our daily 
occupations, but in our life as such. 

Jesus reveals to us God's face and invites us to follow 
him. God wants to be with us and to be part of our 
lives in a more intimate way. 
Originally published at Aleteia.org, reprinted with permission  



How to apply the Sacred Scriptures this week to your life. Page 3 
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Afraid, Yet Never Alone 

I did not end up being the great parent I had hoped I 
would be. I am not saying I was bad, but I was not the 
cool dad who did all things right and led my children 
by the example of my endlessly good acঞons. I 
messed up a bunch. Someঞmes I was afraid. I was 
afraid of decisions I had to make and the possible re-
percussions. At ঞmes, I was afraid that I was not 
strong enough to lead my family. The fear occasional-
ly led me toward inacঞon or eventual mistakes. The 
only thing that got me through the tough ঞmes and 
allowed me to see it was okay was Jesus. Without 
Jesus, I would never have been half of the father and 
husband I have been through the years. 

When we try to tackle life alone, we can Cnd our-
selves in a very lonely posiঞon. Just like Jesus’ par-
ents, we need God to assist us and provide us with 
the strength for what lies ahead. Joseph needed God 
to be with him as he took Mary as his wife and be-
came a father. Every parent needs God to become 
more than they can be on their own. 

How do you treat those who you love? Who is there 
to help you when a relaঞonship faces an obstacle? 
We are called to love others as our Father in heaven 
loves us. That is really an unreachable goal. Yet with 
God, all things are possible. As this Advent ends, may 
your Christmas be about more than presents and 
decoraঞons. May the most profound gi[s you give 
and receive be that of each other, and may your lives 
be decorated with the fruits of that love. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

Marriage Jubilee Mass  
The Marriage Jubilee Mass 
of Thanksgiving will take 
place at the Cathedral of St. 
Jude the Apostle on Sunday, 
February 8 at 3:00 pm.  

This event honors couples 
throughout the diocese who will celebrate their 25th 
or 50th anniversary as well as those celebraঞng 51 or 
more years of marriage during the 2026 calendar 
year.  

Please RSVP by calling our parish oLce by Thursday 
January 15th. 

Take Note  
Our Music Ministry now has a 
website where you can learn new 
music, Cnd out about music 
events, and learn more about 
growing opportuniঞes in the  
Music Ministry at Blessed Trinity. 

Find us at btspmusic.org 
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Second Collecঞon will be for Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$75,301 

$ 50,883 

 

66% 

 

As of  
Dec. 8, 2025 

2025 GOAL 

Weekly Offering 

Offertory totals will be reported in next week’s 
magazine. They were not available at the time of 

printing. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  
ORDINARY MOMENTS 

St. Joseph the Steward  

St. Joseph is one of the greatest examples of stew-
ardship we have in the Gospels. Here is a man who 
understands care and reverence for the property of 
God, a man chosen to be steward over the very life 
and breath of God’s Son and Spouse.  

Joseph was mindful. He recognized what belonged to 
God. When he understood that Mary was to be the 
mother of God, he was not jealous or bi�er. He did 
not presume to claim ownership over her. 

Joseph was prayerful. He accepted the opportunity 
to be in relaঞonship with God, even if it was in a radi-
cal and unexpected way. How many of us would trust 
a crazy dream we have where an angel tells us our 
Cancée is carrying the Son of God? Well, those of us 
who are already profoundly connected to God 
through prayer. Joseph was open to receiving God, 
and so he was open to the truth in a way many of us 
would not have been.  

Joseph was gracious. Even before he had full under-
standing of the situaঞon, he was unwilling to expose 
Mary to shame. He did not give himself over to feel-
ings of betrayal.  

Joseph was commi�ed. He persevered. The Lord had 
no shortage of strange and even dangerous-sounding 
tasks for Joseph, but he submi�ed to each one.  

Joseph was accountable. When he awoke from his 
dream, “he did as the angel of the Lord had com-
manded him, and took his wife into his home.” 

Joseph was a man entrusted with many gi[s, and he 
gave of them wisely. Let us pray that we have the 
grace to follow in his example. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 
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Upcoming Events 
Sunday, December 21 
Coffee and Donuts a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses  PC 

Monday, December 22 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Wednesday, December 24 
No Adoraঞon today 
4:00 pm  Annual Children’s Vigil Mass   CH 

8:15-8:45pm  Community Carol Singalong   CH 

9:00 pm  Christmas Evening Mass   CH 

Thursday, December 25 Christmas Day 
8:00 am  Mass      CH 

9:30 am  Mass      CH 

11:30 am  Mass      CH 

Friday, December 26 
BT Social Group Coffee Meeঞng a[er the 8:00 am Mass 

Locaঞon @ The Buzz, 2920 34th St S 

Sunday, December 28 

Coffee and Donuts a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses  PC 

Monday, December 29 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Wednesday, December 31 
Adoraঞon 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 

6:00 pm Eucharisঞc Exposiঞon and Meditaঞon CH 

7:00 pm Benedicঞon     CH 

Thursday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary 
No 8:00 am Mass 

9:30 am  Mass      CH 

11:30 am Mass      CH 

Choir and Bell rehearsals resume January 8, 2026  

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,  

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formaঞon Room, 
PL=Parking Lot 

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Deacon 
Deacon Bill Lovelace  

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 

Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 

Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 

Fr. Victor Bartolo�a 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Saturday 8:00 am 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

Sunday 
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm 

Parish OLce 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 

FAX, (727) 864-2679  
Website, h�p://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 







Thank You
T o  a l l  w h o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o w a r d s
t h i s  y e a r ’ s  C h r i s t m a s  f l o w e r s !  

Mrs. Debra Acramonte
Mrs. Barbara Acree
Mr. Edwin Bercaw
Mr. and Mrs. William Blazowski
Mr. and Mrs. Tony Calandra
Mrs. Angela Calandra
Ms. Mary Cesarano
Mr. and Mrs. Jean Chery
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Coston
Mrs. Bernadette Coughlin
Ms. Patti Craig
Mr. and Mrs. Rene Dalence
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Decker
Mr. and Ms. John Degnan
Ms. Tracy Deuel
Mr. John DeZarn
Mr. and Mrs. James DiNobile
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Duncan, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Eckelkamp
Mr. and Mrs. Claudius Effiom
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff  Farrell
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Forcier
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Fowler
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Graceffo
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Haney
Mr. and Mrs. Nick Harper
Ms. Gloria Hinthorne
Ms. Sally Howard
Mrs. Rebecca Hunter

Mrs. Pamela Ison
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Joyner
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kehoe
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Kraynak
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Kulavic
Dr. and Mrs. Vincent Kunz
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Logue
Ms. Stacie Luchsinger
Mr. and Mrs. Steve McManus
Mr. Edward Mitchell
Mr. Earl W. Murray Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Novak
Ms. Mary Lou O'Brien
Mr. Arnold Pagano
Ms. Diane Parker
Ms. Maryann Pomo
Ms. Alice Porter
Miss Anne Marie Riedel
Mr. Kevin Riskowitz
Mrs. Lionel Roberts
Ms. Edna Rzucidlo
Mrs. Thomas Shier
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sierra
Ms. Joanne Slivanik
Mrs. Barbara Sotos
Mr. Michael Spendio
Mrs. Barbara Townsend
Mrs. Nancy Vecchiarelli
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Walsh



Argo, Becky 

Arnold, Barbara 

Baker Family 

Barhorst, Brady 

Becker, Mary 

Brown, Bob & Beverly 

Calamita, John 

Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 

Cisek, Marilyn 

Clark, Chrisঞne and 

Henry 

Clark, Bri�any Noel 
Comeau, Teresa 

Cortez, Patrick 

Coughlin, Bernade�e 

Curcio, Louis 

Daniels, Joshua 

D’Azzo, Lina 

DeLong, Judy 

DeLong, Todd 

Feltes, Lauren 

Fitzgerald, Dan 

Gawlik, Frank and SoCa 

Genereux, Carol 
Grace, Kelly 

Grimberg, Carol 
Gueli, Connie 

Gutske, Karl 
Hanafee, Michael 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 

Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 

Ho@man, Be�e 

Hoskins, Kevin 

Hu@, Walt  
Hunnefeld, Sarah 

Joyal, Chrisঞna 

Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Kirchgessner, Marie  
Klima, Sue 

Kraynak, Gary 

Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 

LeVan, George 

Lewis, Cynthia 

Maমngly, Pamela 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish oLce at 727-867-3663. 

Anoinঞng of the Sick 
To request the Anoinঞng 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish oLce, 
727-867-3663. 

Mays, Hank 

Membreno, Mary & Gus 

Narinelly, Sarah 

Newcomb, Je@ 

O’Connor, Mary 

Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 

Parmigiani, Valerie 

Pilcher, Joel 
Preeper, Helen 

Riley, Marie 

Riordan, Donald 

Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 

Sanderson, Jack 

Shelby, Montez 

Smith, Elizabeth 

Stankiewicz, Cy 

Vanderbeck, Cindy 

Vanderbeck, Jay 

Walsh, Thomas 

Watson, Linda 

Youngman, Ruth 

Zajac, Leslie 

Grief Support 
At this ঞme, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church oLce. Group support 
meeঞngs will take place when a group is 
formed. For more informaঞon call 867-

3663. 
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Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.
Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.

Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@Ŵoridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 

Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue

	 Tel. 727-321-3321

	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Trey Hill

 

thill@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2613

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  

NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 

   that feels just right.” 

	Rebecca Haugland
	727-326-2452

rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

Questions about Medicare, Affordable 
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, email or visit 

my website for more information!


