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The Holy Family’s marriage advice 
Tom Hoopes –published 1/4/21 

4 Ways that Jesus, Mary, and Joseph set us on the right 
track in everyday life. 
My son is geমng married this weekend, and his Christmas-
ঞme wedding is making me think of how the Holy Family’s 
lessons apply to everyday life. Here are four ways. 

First, God makes things way harder — and way happier — 
for you. 

I know a priest once who had a saying: “Mary got Jesus, and then all her troubles began.” It’s true. Even those 
God appoints a special task — especially those whom God appoints a special task — can expect things to get 
harder, not easier. 

We see it every Christmas: Because God chose them, Mary and Joseph had to travel and have their baby in a 
manger, then Yee to Egypt.  

Having Christ in your family life doesn’t make problems go away. There are new levels of planning that have to 
happen, new duঞes and new prohibiঞons. 

But would Mary and Joseph have been happier in a quiet Nazareth life, with no hosts of angels, no gold, frank-
incense and myrrh? Of course not. And even if they’d had a trouble-free life, a life with no divine purpose, no 
friendship with God, and no religious ritual would have been far less happy — for them, and for us, too. 

(Of course, I don’t mean to say a life without God is a life without su@ering. As the wise saying goes: “We have 
two opঞons in life: To su@er with Christ or to su@er without him.”) 

Second, your spouse’s Yaws are what save you. 

Joseph didn’t have to deal with sins in Mary, and we don’t know of sins Mary had to put up with in him. But 
we do know that she had to travel to Bethlehem for him, and that he had to live a very di@erent marriage to be 
with her. 

We have it worse. Early on in our marriages — and, truth be told, later on, too — our spouse’s Yaws seem like 
our living nightmare. We feel we have put our whole life in the orbit of someone who is too loud, or too quiet; 
too selCsh or too squeamish; too sloppy or too strict. 

In fact, though, the things that grate on you like sandpaper turn out to be the very things that smooth out your 
rough edges. Realizing that you will never have the life you want is the necessary Crst step to learning that life 
isn’t about having things you want. In the end, a “perfect” spouse who met your every selCsh desire would be 
the real nightmare. 

Third, you learn that dying is the only way to get to heaven. 
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Mass Intenঞons  
Saturday, December 27, Feast of Saint John, Apostle 
 and Evangelist 
8:00 a.m. Earl Beddoe and Lloyd Forteau (dec) 

Saturday, December 27, Vigil for Feast of the Holy  
  Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

4:00 p.m. Gerald Hayman (dec) 

Sunday, December 28, Feast of the Holy Family of  
  Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
8:00 a.m. Helen Fegley Murray (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Robert Smith Family (dec) 

Monday, December 29, Fi[h Day in the Octave of  
 Christmas 
8:00 a.m. The Annarelli Family (liv & dec) 

Tuesday, December 30, Sixth Day in the Octave of  
 Christmas 
8:00 a.m. The Beddoe Family (liv & dec) 

Wednesday, December 31, Seventh Day in the  
 Octave of Christmas 
8:00 a.m Dawn and Malaya Cullen (liv) 

Thursday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary, the Holy  
 Mother of God 
9:00 a.m. Helene Logue (dec) 
11:30 am Eugene Donohoe (liv) 

Friday, January 2, Memorial of Saints Basil the Great 
 and Gregory Nazianzen,  
 Bishops and Doctors of the Church 
8:00 a.m. The Doমno Family (liv & dec) 

Saturday, January 3, Christmas Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Florence Parঞn (dec) 

Saturday, January 3, Vigil for The Epiphany of the  
  Lord 

4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec) 

Sunday, January 4, The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 a.m. Angelina Castagna (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Louis Serrano (dec) 

Another paradox of family life is the enhanced pain 
of losing family members. Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
saw this in a stark way in the Magi’s gi[ of myrrh, a 
resin that is used to prepare bodies for burial. When 
Herod’s massacre of the innocents came, it might 
have seemed that the gi[ was appropriate because 
they would have immediate need of it themselves. 

At my son’s wedding, the family of the bride had to 
leave behind a grandmother entering hospice. Mar-
riage brings death closer than ever to us, as we feel 
the loss of two families’ loved ones. 

Ulঞmately heaven is the only acceptable answer to 
the mystery of death. Praying for souls’ salvaঞon has 
the power to let the pain of death lead to greater 
love rather than greater despair. 

Fourth, you learn that to serve is Godlike; being 
served not so much. 

Last, marriage puts us in a posiঞon where we must 
serve others and we place others in a posiঞon where 
they serve us. Serving brings harmony and happiness; 
expecঞng to be served breeds disharmony and strife. 

This stands to reason. Look at how God behaves. We 
only stay in existence because God keeps us in exist-
ence. That’s true metaphysically — we are conঞn-
gent; God is not — but also in ordinary ways. His 
providence gives us what we need, his talents earn 
our salary, his hope keeps us alive. 

So if God isn’t too good to devote his very existence 
to serving you, you shouldn’t be afraid to give your 
life to serving someone else. 

Look at the acঞon verbs ascribed to Mary and Joseph 
in the Gospels this Christmas. Mary “believed,” said 
“be it done to me according to your word,” “wrapped 
him” and “laid him” in the manger. Joseph “took 
Mary” “went up” to Bethlehem, “rose” from sleep, 
and “took the child and his mother” by night to 
Egypt.  

If feelings of love die out in your marriage, do what 
they did and act. Feelings follow acঞons, not the oth-
er way around. 

Originally published at Aleteia.org, reprinted with 
permission  
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GOSPEL MEDITATION -  
ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDER-

STANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Ma�hew 2:13-15, 19-23 

When I was ten, my dad gathered our family around 
the table in small-town Vermont and told us we were 
moving to the big desert city of Phoenix, Arizona. We 
were leaving behind family, friends, and everything 
familiar. None of us knew what to expect. 

But something beauঞful happened. As we made the 
move together, our family grew closer. In retrospect, 
I’m amazed at my parents’ courage to go on that ad-
venture. Even as a kid I realized our family found, in 
that challenge, a deeper unity and mutual love. 

In today’s Gospel, Joseph is told: “Rise, take the child 
and his mother, and Yee…” (Ma�hew 2:13, 20). First 
to Egypt, then later to Israel. The Holy Family is fre-
quently challenged to move and change, to adapt to 
God’s will for them, in order to Cnd safety in the 
midst of threat. It’s not just an idiosyncraঞc story 
about survival. It’s a spiritual pa�ern for all of us. 
Every Chrisঞan family is called to be a kind of sanctu-
ary, especially in a world full of noise, busyness, and 
fear.  

May I make a pracঞcal applicaঞon for us? The Lord’s 
Day, Sunday, is perhaps the most pracঞcal way we 
imitate this dynamic we see in Joseph and his family. 
Sunday is not meant to be just like every other day, 
Clled with errands and stress. It’s meant to be a day 
set apart; a holy “escape” into rest, worship, joy, and 
peace. A day to rise, take your family, and Yee, into 
God’s presence.  

— Father John Muir ©LPi 

Music Ministry 

Advent Concert Photos are now posted on the Music 
Ministry Website! Please take a moment to view 
wonderful memories from the Inaugural event of the 
new Trinity Presents Concert Series! Those and other 
informaঞon can be found at btspmusic.org 

New Mass Seমngs begin Christmas 
Eve through Lent! 

We will sing parts of the vibrant, and upbeat Mass of 
St. Ann by Ed Bolduc beginning Christmas Eve. Learn 
this Mass from the YouTube links posted on the Mu-
sic Ministry Website at btspmusic.org  

Also, the Music Ministry is acঞvely recruiঞng instru-
mentalists, bell ringers, and singers for current and 
forming groups to minister at various Masses.  

Including: 
Sanctuary Choir 
Blessed Bells 

Cantate Men’s Choir 
Audiঞoned Schola Cantorum 

St. Patrick’s Celebraঞon Choir 

Please email Lisa at lss@btsp.org with quesঞons or 
for more informaঞon. 



Page 5 
Second Collecঞon will be for St. Vincent de Paul 

Thank you for your 
prayerful giving!  

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$75,301 

$ 50,726 

 

67% 

 

As of  
Dec. 12, 2025 

2025 GOAL 

Are You Hoping to Receive One of 
the Following Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulaঞons on your engagement! Every Diocese 
in Florida requires at least six months preparaঞon 
before  marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne 
Genereux, at the Parish OLce for an appointment 
before seমng a date. 

Bapঞsm 
We are honored that you would like to choose 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the bapঞsm of 
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. 
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish OLce to schedule an 
appointment.  

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR  
ORDINARY MOMENTS 

God’s GPS Never Fails 

I use GPS wherever I go, and it serves me well most 
of the ঞme. However, someঞmes it leads me to a 
place that does not exist. Then there are those ঞmes 
when I am about to turn, and the man inside my 
phone shouts out, “GPS signal lost!” or “Rerouঞng!” 
The problem is, when the area is unfamiliar to me, I 
have no choice but to listen. I could try to get where I 
am going by simple intuiঞon or by pulling over to look 
at a paper map, but I don’t trust my sense of direc-
ঞon. And I haven’t bought a paper map in close to a 
decade! 

Many people move through life without any direc-
ঞon. They Cnd themselves constantly rerouঞng and 
wondering when they will ever get to a saঞsfying C-
nal desঞnaঞon. What they need is a compass and a 
companion for the journey. Yet they have no idea 
how to get either. 

Prayer can serve as a compass, and it connects us to 
a companion for the journey. Stewardship living is 
impossible without prayer. If we count on our own 
will and believe we can become frui�ul without daily 
contact with the Divine, we can Cnd ourselves look-
ing for direcঞons more than moving toward a desঞ-
naঞon. God, through prayer, will help us see all we 
have as a gi[. God, through prayer, will lead us away 
from materialism and selCshness and toward freedom 
and generosity. Even when we fall to sin, the path 
back is clearer. God’s GPS signal is never really lost. 

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi 

Marriage Jubilee Mass  
The Marriage Jubilee Mass of 
Thanksgiving will take place at 
the Cathedral of St. Jude the 
Apostle on Sunday, February 8 
at 3:00 pm.  

This event honors couples throughout the diocese 
who will celebrate their 25th or 50th anniversary as 
well as those celebraঞng 51 or more years of mar-
riage during the 2026 calendar year.  

Please RSVP by calling our parish oLce by Thursday 
January 15th. 

Scripture Classes  
Blessed Trinity Scripture classes will resume on 
Tuesday, January 13 from 10:00-11:30 am. We will 
study "The Sacred Heart of Jesus." The books are 
$12. Classes are held in Courtyard Hall.  

For Further informaঞon call Barbara Townsend 
727.867.3605"  
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Upcoming Events 
Sunday, December 28 

Coffee and Donuts a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses  PC 

Monday, December 29 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Thursday, January 1, Solemnity of Mary 
Holy Day of Obligaঞon 
No 8:00 am Mass 

9:30 am  Mass      CH 

11:30 am Mass      CH 

Sunday, January 4 

Coffee and Donuts a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses  PC 

Monday, January 5 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, January 6 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeঞng  PC 

Wednesday, January 7 
Adoraঞon 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 

6:00 pm Eucharisঞc Exposiঞon and Meditaঞon CH 

7:00 pm Benedicঞon     CH 

Thursday, January 8 
4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeঞng   CYH-1 

5:00 pm Handbell pracঞce    MR 

6:30 pm Choir Pracঞce     MR 

Sunday, January 11 

Coffee and Donuts a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses  PC 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,  

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formaঞon Room, 
PL=Parking Lot 

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 

Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 

Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 

Fr. Victor Bartolo�a 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Saturday 8:00 am 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

Sunday 
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm 

Parish OLce 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 

FAX, (727) 864-2679  
Website, h�p://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 



Argo, Becky 

Arnold, Barbara 

Baker Family 

Barhorst, Brady 

Becker, Mary 

Brown, Bob & Beverly 

Calamita, John 

Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 

Cisek, Marilyn 

Clark, Chrisঞne and 

Henry 

Clark, Bri�any Noel 
Comeau, Teresa 

Cortez, Patrick 

Coughlin, Bernade�e 

Curcio, Louis 

Daniels, Joshua 

D’Azzo, Lina 

DeLong, Judy 

DeLong, Todd 

Feltes, Lauren 

Fitzgerald, Dan 

Gawlik, Frank and SoCa 

Genereux, Carol 
Grace, Kelly 

Grimberg, Carol 
Gueli, Connie 

Gutske, Karl 
Hanafee, Michael 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 

Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 

Ho@man, Be�e 

Hoskins, Kevin 

Hu@, Walt  
Hunnefeld, Sarah 

Joyal, Chrisঞna 

Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Kirchgessner, Marie  
Klima, Sue 

Kraynak, Gary 

Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 

LeVan, George 

Lewis, Cynthia 

Maমngly, Pamela 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish oLce at 727-867-3663. 

Anoinঞng of the Sick 
To request the Anoinঞng 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish oLce, 
727-867-3663. 

Mays, Hank 

Membreno, Mary & Gus 

Narinelly, Sarah 

Newcomb, Je@ 

O’Connor, Mary 

Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 

Parmigiani, Valerie 

Pilcher, Joel 
Preeper, Helen 

Riley, Marie 

Riordan, Donald 

Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 

Sanderson, Jack 

Shelby, Montez 

Smith, Elizabeth 

Stankiewicz, Cy 

Vanderbeck, Cindy 

Vanderbeck, Jay 

Walsh, Thomas 

Watson, Linda 

Youngman, Ruth 

Zajac, Leslie 

Grief Support 
At this ঞme, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church oLce. Group support 
meeঞngs will take place when a group is 
formed. For more informaঞon call 867-

3663. 
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Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.
Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.

Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@Ŵoridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 

Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue

	 Tel. 727-321-3321

	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 

Place Your Ad Here  
and Support Our Parish!

 
CONTACT ME  

Trey Hill

 

thill@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2613

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  

NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 

   that feels just right.” 

	Rebecca Haugland
	727-326-2452

rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

Questions about Medicare, Affordable 
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, email or visit 

my website for more information!


