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Where did the Magi go after visiting
the baby J esus'? ‘

Philip Kosloski - published
on 01/11/26

After the events of the
Epiphany, the Bible gives
some details, while tradi-
tion tries to fill in the
blanks.

The Bible provides some
details as to where the
Magi traveled after pay-
ing homage to the Christ
Child:

Going into the house they
saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. ~
Matthew 2:11-12

All we know definitively is that they left Bethlehem or Nazareth, according to some traditions and returned to
their country.

Where would that have been?
What tradition says

Outside of the Bible, there are many different stories, but some that have become the main narrative of where
the Magi left.

Fr. Dwight Longenecker explains in an article for Aleteia the most common belief when it comes to the location
of the Magi's "country":

The story is told in 14th-century John of Hildesheim’s Historia Trium Regum or “The History of the Three
Kings.” John says Balthasar, Melchior, and Caspar were from India, Persia and Chaldea (present-day Iran and
Iraq). They set off separately, met at the birthplace in Jerusalem and then journeyed together to Bethlehem.
After worshiping Christ, they returned together to India, where they built a church, and after another vision
that revealed that their earthly life was about to end, they died at the same time and \@ggg,}ayglg,gp%etbelr




... Continued from cover

church in India.
Baptized by an Apostle?

There is even a story that they may have been bap-
tized by St. Thomas the Apostle.

As the years passed they reportedly heard of a disci-
ple of Jesus preaching in India. It was St. Thomas and
they went in haste to find him. After relating to St.
Thomas the story of their visit to the baby Jesus,
Thomas related to them the Gospel message.

The apostle then baptized the three wise men and
later ordained them priests and bishops. They lived
together in a city called Suwella and later died before
Christmas one year.

It's believed that later St. Helena (the mother of Con-
stantine) visited India and recovered the relics of the
Magi, initially bringing them back to Constantinople.
Eventually their relics were transferred to Cologne,
Germany, through a series of events.

What's certain is that the Magi were spiritually
changed after their encounter and that wherever
their country was, they returned with joyful hearts.

Originally published at Aleteia.org, reprinted with
permission
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, January 17, Vigil for Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time

4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec)
Sunday, January 18, Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Flossie Delaney (dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
and Betty Watson (dec)
11:30 a.m. Alice, Norreen, & John Cummins (dec)

Monday, January 19, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Carole and Walter Huff (dec)

Tuesday, January 20, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Ann Marchese (dec)

Wednesday, January 21, Memorial of Saint Agnes,
Virgin and Martyr

8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, January 22, Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children

8:00 a.m. Lionel & Merlene Roberts Anniversary

Friday, January 23, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Dick McManus (dec)

Saturday, January 24, Vigil for Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Burt Mead (dec)

Sunday, January 25, Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Michael Hannafee (dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
and Carol Forcier (liv)

11:30 a.m. John Patrick Healy (dec)
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How to apply the Sacred Scriptures this week to your life.

Weritten by
January 18, 2026 THE

FAITHFUL
DISCIPLE

Second Sunday in
Ordinary Time
Is 49:3, 5-6 | 1 Cor 1:1-3 | Jn 1:29-34

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

| have struggled when doing work that feels unseen. Has
anyone noticed that the floors were mopped today? Do my
students care about the feedback | provide on their writ-
ing? Does my supervisor notice the extra time | put into my
work? In today’s Gospel we hear John the Baptist announc-
ing Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” John has been preparing
for the coming of Christ and now that Jesus has arrived, his
role is to step aside and encourage his followers to move
their gaze toward Christ, the Messiah. Although we know
John’s name and his faithfulness, it would have been easy
for him to assume that his work would have been forgot-
ten — overshadowed by the signs and wonders of Christ
himself. But in his humility, this is exactly what John seem-
ingly wanted. His life and words were focused solely on
proclaiming the coming of Christ. While | may have been
tempted to say, “Please don't forget about what / did,”
John responded faithfully to God’s call to preach and pre-
pare for Christ’s coming, without worry of receiving credit
for his actions. And in our lives, too, what matters is not
whether our work is appreciated or noticed, but whether
our actions are in response to God’s call to holiness.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

Despite not knowing whether his work would extend for
years or decades, John the Baptist continued to lead
others toward repentance. He did not know the full scope
of his role in the plan of salvation, but he trusted in the
voice of God. Like John, we are called to persevere in
faithfulness to the work that God has called us to do,
right where we are. When we persevere in our faith,
living according to the teachings of Christ and our
vocation, we give witness to the truth that the God

who called us is worthy of our trust.

WITNESS

Consider the countless men and women who have gone
before us who remained faithful to God’s call. Their lives
bear witness to their trust in God, in big and in small ways,
sometimes visible, but often hidden. What simple acts of
faithfulness are you being called to persevere in today?
Recommit to practicing faithfulness in the big — as well

as mundane — aspects of daily living.




Choir!

* SUPPORT THE SINGING OF THE ASSEMBLY
AT THE WEEKLY 9:30 AM MASS

* WEEKLY REHEARSAL THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M.

¢ ALL VOICE PARTS NEEDED

e APOSITIVE SPIRIT AND DESIRE TO SERVE IS
ALL YOU NEED!

CONTACT LISA SCREETON

Iss@btsp.org

~Join the
St. Patrick's Day
Festwal Choir!

ntertain at the Knights of Columbus
Day party on Saturday, March 14, :

Four 45-minute rehearsals on Thursdays fro
6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m. in the Music Room beginning
February 19, 2026.

= o

Contact Lisa Screeton
btsp.org

Instrumental
Ensemble

Begins January 25, 2026 at
the 9:30 a.m. Mass!

Contact Lisa Screeton to join
or with questions
Iss@btsp.org

PARISH PILGRIMAGE

ITALY

DECEMBER 28, 2026 -
JANUARY 4, 2027

PAPAL MASS ON JANUARY 1, 2027

MASS AT ST. PAUL OUTSIDE THE WALLS
TOUR THE VATICAN MUSEUMS

SEE THE SISTINE CHAPEL

MEALS, LUXURY HOTEL, AND AIR INCLUDED
From $3795.00 per person (land only)

__ Contact Lisa Screeton at Issabtsp.org
&) www.petersway.com
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!
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Pray for the Unborn
Virgin of Guadalupe,

Patroness of unborn children,
we implore your intercession for
every child at risk of abortion.
Help expectant parents to wel-
come from God the priceless gift
of their child’s life.

Console parents who have lost
that gift through abortion, and lead
them to forgiveness and healing
through the Divine Mercy of your
Son.

Teach us to cherish and to care for
family and friends until God calls
them home. Help us to never see
others as burdens.

Guide our public officials to defend
each and every human life through
just laws.

Inspire us all to bring our faith into
public life, to speak for those who
have no voice.

We ask this in the name of your
Son, Jesus Christ,

who is Love and Mercy itself.
Amen

Prayer to Our Lady of Gudalupe, © 2010, USCCB,
Washington DC, All rights reserved.

Faith Community
Nursing

The Faith Community Nurse Min-
istry will be implemented at
Blessed Trinity Church. Faith
Community Nurses are licensed,
registered nurses who practice
wholistic health for self, individual,
and the community using nursing
knowledge combined with spiritual
care. We will be available for
blood pressure screening on Sun-
day, January 25 after the 800 am,
and 930 am Masses in the Parish
Center. There will be handouts
regarding high blood pressure,
stroke, etc. For information con-
tact, Carol Davis at 727 385 2528
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Second Collection will be for Catholic Ministry Appeal

Scripture Classes

Blessed Trinity Scripture classes are on Tuesdays,
from 10:00-11:30 am. We are studying "The Sacred
Heart of Jesus." The books are $12. Classes are held
in Courtyard Hall.

For Further information call Barbara Townsend

727.867.3605

RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR

ORDINARY MOMENTS
Play That One Again

How many times have you sung the church song,
“Here | Am, Lord”? If you grew up Catholic and are
around my age (still 50!), the answer is more than you
can count. The song that quotes various verses of
Scripture is sung using guitar, piano, or organ, by can-
tors and choirs, in traditional and modern churches. It
is truly a Catholic greatest hit of the modern Church.
The question is how many times when singing the
refrain have you really taken to heart what you were
singing.

“Here | am, Lord; is it I, Lord? | have heard you calling
in the night.” Like the biblical figure Samuel, we are
responding to the call of God by asking for clarifica-
tion that we are indeed the one being called. We
then follow up the question with a profound state-
ment: “I will go if You lead me.” It is profound be-
cause we are pledging to our God that we are willing
to go wherever He wants. We are accepting the chal-
lenge put forth in the U.S. Bishops' pastoral letter,
“Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response,” to become ma-
ture disciples who respond to the call of Jesus Christ
regardless of the cost. We have sung this pledge re-
peatedly for many years.

We never have any idea what God will call us to do
and where to go. Sometimes the request can ask us
for quite a lot. Hopefully, we respond like a mature
disciple. If not, maybe we should reflect more the
next time this song is played. The melody will not al-
low for the words, “I will see if | am busy and then
decide to go if you lead me.” Then again, | don’t want
to sing that to God, the source of all life anyway. Do
you?

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS ©LPi

Weekly Offering

Weekly Giving 01/11/26
Offertory $ 11,723
Other Donations $ 172
Restoring the Sacred $ 50
Catholic Ministry Appeal $ 26,793
St. Vincent de Paul $ 395

Thank you for your generosity!

2026 Catholic Ministry Appeal
Begins!

The 2026 CMA mailing was recently sent to parish-
ioners. This year's theme is : “Children of God.” After
reflecting upon the blessings God has given you,
please prayerfully consider making a commitment to
the appeal. Sharing your gifts with the
vital ministries funded by the appeal
truly impacts the lives of thousands
across our diocese. Make a gift at: Sup-
portMinistry.dosp.org or scan the QR
code. Thank you!

Are You Hoping to Receive One of
the Following Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation
before marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne
Genereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment
before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like to choose
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr.
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.



Pray for Someone New Everyday

Upcoming Events

Sunday, January 18
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC

Monday, January 19
Office Closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

6:30 pm Life in the Spirit CYH
Tuesday, January 20

10:00 am Scripture Class CYH
Wednesday, January 21

Adoration

5:30 pm Rosary CH
6:00 pm Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation CH
7:00 pm Benediction CH
Thursday, January 22

4:00 pm SVDP Meeting CYH-1
5:00 pm Handbell practice MR
6:30 pm Choir Practice MR

Saturday, January 24

Fr. Wayne's 75th Birthday Jubilee after the 4:00 pm Mass PC
Sunday, January 25

Faith Community Nursing Event &

Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC

Monday, January 26

6:30 pm Life in the Spirit CYH
Tuesday, January 27

10:00 am Scripture Class CYH
Wednesday, January 28

Adoration

5:30 pm Rosary CH
6:00 pm Eucharistic Exposition and Meditation CH
7:00 pm Benediction CH
Thursday, January 29

5:00 pm Handbell practice MR
6:30 pm Choir Practice MR

Friday, January 30
BT Social Group Meeting after the 8:00 am Mass
@ The Salty Pup Coffeehouse, 5004 Tangerine Ave S, Gulfport

Key for Events
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,
CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room,
PL=Parking Lot
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Pastor
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

Clergy Assistance
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta
Fr. Eric Peters

Mass Schedule
Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday 8:00 am
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm
Sunday
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org

Confessions
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm

Parish Office
Monday—Friday
9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm

1600 54th Ave S
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712

Phone, (727) 867-3663
FAX, (727) 864-2679

Website, http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook

Q flocknote

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at
btsp.flocknote.com



PLEASE JOIN US FOR

TH
BIR
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E 751"
THDAY
BILEE

HONORING

REVEREND
WAYNE C.GENEREUX

A,

SATURDAY, JANUARY 24TH

AFTER |

'HE 4PM MASS

IN THE

FEATURING HEAVY

PARISH CENTER

HORS D'OEUVRES, BIRTHDAY

CAKE AND A CHAMPAGNE TOAST.
SPONSORED BY THE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS.

RSVP BY EMAIL: EAR@BTSP.ORG

OR BY PHO

NE: (727) 867-3663




o) CATHOLIC MINISTRY ppeal——

2026

Kick Off Weekend

God calls us to be poor in spirit,
merciful in heart, and above all,
peacemakers. “Blessed are the
peacemakers,” Our Lord says,
“for they will be called Children of
God” (Matthew 59).

As we learn more in the coming
weeks about the good works
sustained by the Catholic Ministry
Appeal, 1 invite you to prayerful
discern a generous, joyful, and
courageous gift to the 2026
Appeal. Your support is an act of
peace and hope, a visible sign of
faith that joins, heals, and reminds
our

community: You are not alone.
God is with you.

Your gift brings the Beatitudes to
thousands in our communities,
some of whom may be sitting next
to you at Mass each week. Please
pray for your appeal commitment
this week and consider how you
may support the appeal to the
most generous extent you are
able.

All parish families will have the
opportunity to participate on
Commitment Weekend, Feb. 1%

Thank you and God Bless You!

Together We
Pray

More numerous than the stars
in the sky are your blessings,
O Good and Gracious God.

You have called us to spread
the Good News of your Son,
Jesus Christ,
through our words and actions.

Strengthen our faith and open
our hearts to care for all our
brothers and sisters,
especially those who need us the
most.

Help us to understand
the difference we can make,
the love we can share
and the lives we can bring to Christ
through our Catholic Ministry Appeal.

We pray that your grace, O Lord,
will lead us to be your loving heart
and hands today.

Amen.

SCAN ME

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE MINISTRIES SUPPORTED THROUGH THE APPEAL AT CATHOLICMINISTRYAPPEAL.ORG.

@DioStPete

WWW.DOSP.ORG

727-341-6829



IN LOVING MEMORY OF...

FEBRUARY 17, 1949 - JANUARY 57, 2026

FUNERAL & -,
CELEBRATION OF LIFE (9" 4"1

WILL BE HELD AT BLESSED TRINITY

1800 B4TH AVE S, ST. PETERSBURG, FL. 33712 (
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FEBRUARY 7", 2026 S-Cauyl
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Argo, Becky Gawlik, Frank and Sofia Newcomb, Jeff H : H

Arnold, Barbara Genereux, Carol O’Connor, Mary AnOIntlng Of the SICk
Baker Family Grace, Kelly Parillo, Ceil i To request the Anointing
Barhorst, Brady Grimberg, Carol Parillo, Dave i

Becker, Mary

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Calamita, John

Christ, Kathryn
Connor, Kathryn

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Gueli, Connie
Gutske, Karl
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len

Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen

Riley, Marie

Riordan, Donald
Romani, Angelo
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of the Sick for yourself or
~| a loved one, please con-
} tact the parish office,
727-867-3663.

Cisek, Marilyn Hoffman, Bette Sacks, Laura
Clark, Christine and Hoskins, Kevin Shelby, Montez H
Henry Hunnefeld, Sarah Smith, Elizabeth Grlef Support

Clark, Brittany Noel
Clark, Matthew Pierce
Comeau, Teresa
Cortez, Patrick
Coughlin, Bernadette
Curcio, Louis

Joyal, Christina

Kartsaklis, Michael
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael
Klima, Sue

Kraynak, Gary

Lague, Norbert

Stankiewicz, Cy
Vanderbeck, Cindy
Vanderbeck, Jay
Walsh, Thomas
Watson, Linda
Youngman, Ruth

At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief
Support is available by calling Rachel at
the church office. Group support
meetings will take place when a group is
formed. For more information call 867-

Daniels, Joshua Lashley, Diana Zajac, Leslie 3663
D’Azzo, Lina LeVan, George :
Delong, Judy Lewis, Cynthia
Eellt‘onfi’ Todd Maysl,)Hank Marv & G If you or a close family member would like to be
Fﬁczez;'aladuggn Naerrirsmerlfn%arafmry us added or removed from our prayer list, please
& ’ & contact the parish office at 727-867-3663.
DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

Instantly create and

3637 4th Street N. Suite 100 & E @
purchase an ad with St Petersburg, FL 33704 Quality, Compassion, &
wlh COLDWEL. BANKER REALTY .
Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC i1 Personalized Care

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

(727)409-0754

debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

FLORIDA
> MORTUARY

Funeral & Cremation Services

Since 1987

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

Local business ads sponsor
the printing of our bulletin.
4ipi.com/adcreator

727.748.1580

ASPEN N. DONOHUE

Licensed Funeral Director,
Managing Director

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

SUPPORT

OUR PARISH

SafeStreets

catholicmatch’

'X\\ [ /?_'_,,—"

ST. PETERSBURG

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL
Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara ]. Pace CFC 1427395

Funeral Home & Memorial (:h:lpt:]
Michael Moloney Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned
Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations
Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710
™ 727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com

27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

16-0289

727-323-2300
For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

@



Brett Funeral Home

& Cremation Services

4810 Central Avenue
Tel. 727-321-3321

www.brettfuneralhome.net
Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Questions about Medicare,
Care Act, Medicaid. Call, em:
my website for more information!
Rebecca Haugland
727-326-2452
rhaugland@veracity-insurance.com
rebeccaknowsinsurance.com

SUPPORT
OUR PARISH

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

CENTURY 21

6.#

' NANCY LABARE

Aaltor | CENTURY 21 Coastal Alllance ———

“Every family and every dream deserves a home
that feels just right.” ~{lexey JaBere

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and Away! $19%.

+ Ambulance/Police
v’ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert

- 800 809, 3570

STARTING AT

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Trey Hill

thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2613

A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging,
ad-supported

print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

Visit |pICO|TIl'I"IUHItiES com

NEVER MISS OUR BULLETIN!

Have our bulletin

emailed to you
every week.

Visit www.parishesonline.com

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 e www.4lpi.com

16-0289




