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Ash Wednesday reminds us to focus on inner
change during Lent

Philip Kosloski - published on
03/04/25

Lent is a season in the Church devot-
ed almost entirely to a Christian
"rebirth," where we examine our lives
and discern where we have drifted
away from God.

While the month of January in secular
culture is typically devoted to New
Year's resolutions and implementing
various changes in our lives, the Church
provides the season of Lent for similar
purposes.

Lent is a time when we need to examine our lives and question how close we are to God.
Spiritual renewal is at the heart of the season of Lent, and the Church encourages us to fully embrace it.

For example, on Ash Wednesday one option for the priest or minister to use when imposing ashes are the
words, "Repent and believe in the Gospel." This helps cement even more the idea that we need to turn around
our lives toward God.

Born again

Pope Benedict XVI elaborated on this spiritual aspect of Lent in a general audience in 2007 on Ash Wednes-
day. He specifically connected it to those preparing for Baptism and how each one of us needs to prepare to
be "reborn" in a spiritual way:

Lent is a renewed "catechumenate” for us too, in which once again we approach our Baptism to rediscover
and relive it in depth, to return to being truly Christian. Lent is thus an opportunity to "become" Christian
"anew", through a constant process of inner change and progress in the knowledge and love of Christ. Conver-
sion is never once and for all but is a process, an interior journey through the whole of life.

In many ways this is why the Church encourages Lenten sacrifices, in hopes that the things we give up will
lead us to open our hearts wide to God's grace.

This is one of the reasons why giving up chocolate may be one good thing to do during Lent, it shouldn't be
our only sacrifice.

Continued on page 2
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We need to look intentionally at
our spiritual life to discern where
we need to grow.

Instead of giving something up, we
may decide to pray more on a dai-
ly basis, sacrificing our time to the
Lord.

Above all, Lent is about conver-
sion of heart, which Pope Bene-
dict XVI explains:

To be converted thus means not
pursuing one's own personal suc-
cess - that is something ephemeral
- but giving up all human security,
treading in the Lord's footsteps
with simplicity and trust so that
Jesus may become for each one,
as Blessed Teresa of Calcutta
liked to say, "my All in all".

Whether we realize it or not, we
are all in need of conversion and
Lent is the perfect time to renew
our efforts to let God truly reach
the depths of our hearts.

It is a time to let ourselves be
"born again" in our spiritual lives.

Originally published at Aleteia.org,
reprinted with permission
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MASS TIMES:
February 18, 2026
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, February 14, Vigil for Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. John and Teresa Cirillo (dec)

Sunday, February 15, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Anderson Pena and Silvia Lopez (liv)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Dr. Dwight Valentine (dec)

Monday, February 16, Weekday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. Amaral Family (dec)
Tuesday, February 17,
8:00 a.m. Elly McManus (dec)

Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday

8:00 a.m. Jeanette Noest (dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Vocations
7:00 p.m. Mary Beth Haining (dec)

Thursday, February 19, Thursday after Ash Wednesday
8:00 a.m. Louis and Steve Forteau 69th Wedding Anniversary (liv)

Friday, February 20, Friday after Ash Wednesday
8:00 a.m. Jean Lambert (dec)

Saturday, February 21, Vigil for First Sunday of Lent
4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec)

Sunday, February 22, First Sunday of Lent

8:00 a.m. Dan Ayers (liv)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Francisca Ruiz (dec)

Blessed Trinity Lenten Mission

A Reflection of one of the most avoided
teachings of our Catholic Fath: Hell!

February 23, 24, and 25 at 7:00 pm
Parish Center

« Witness talk: Do all good people go to
heaven?

+« Why we deny, minimize or ignore the
truth about hell.

« If God is Love, why does hell exist?

o How important is the RCC'’s doctrine
on hell? Does it really matter?

« Areminder of Jesus’ teachings and warnings about hell judgement

+ The need to understand the truth about hell in today’s world

e Video clips: Msgr. Charles Pope

There is no better time to reflect on Hell than at a Lenten Mission!

Presenters: Rachel Dutilly and Joe Ciminera
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g Sir 15:15-20 | 1 Cor 2:6-10 | Mt 5:17-37

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | PrRAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his disciples that “unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will not enter the king-
dom of heaven.” In Matthew 23:3-5, Jesus says, “Do and observe all things
whatsoever [the scribes and Pharisees] tell you, but do not follow their ex-
ample. For they preach but they do not practice ... All their works are per-
formed to be seen.” What Jesus is inviting us to see is that to authentically
live the commandments requires more than mere external compliance
with the letter of the law. It’s also not about putting on a show so that oth-
ers think we’re “holy.” Rather, it’s about the quiet, inner transformation of
our hearts. The Gospel tells us it’s not enough that we avoid murder; God
wants to free us from anger and wrath. It’s not enough to avoid unfaith-
fulness in marriage; God wants to give us hearts that are pure and free
from lust. Our task is to open our hearts to the transforming power of his
commandments which, if we live them, lead us to fullness of life.

PRAY
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Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time THE

FAITHFUL
DISCIPLE

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

In our second reading, St. Paul speaks about some challenges
we face when sharing the faith with others. There are those
who are unable to grasp God’s wisdom, which is different
from the wisdom of this age. God’s wisdom is mysterious,
hidden, and can only be understood and grasped through a
revelation of the Spirit. This is an important concept for us

as evangelizers. Sometimes no matter how hard we try, no
matter how eloquent we are at explaining something, those
who are not ready to receive what we have to share will not
be able to receive it. In order for others to understand the
Gospel, the Spirit must open their hearts to receive it. While
we are responsible to share the Gospel as well as we’re able,
it is up to the person before us to respond to God’s invitation.

Accepting the Lord’s teaching in the commandments requires humility, and understanding their true meaning and depth is the result of

the Spirit’s work in our lives. Ask the Holy Spirit to give you true insight to live the commandments with your whole heart. Consider using

these lines from today’s psalm in your prayer: “Open my eyes, that | may consider the wonders of your law. Instruct me, O Lord, in the way

of your statutes, that | may exactly observe them. Give me discernment, that | may observe your law and keep it with all my heart.”

Benefit Concerts

Sunday, February 22, 2026

FFeaturing Fr. Victor, Steve, and Mary Bartolotta

-

for supporting the
Lynn Bartolotta
Endowed Memorial Scholarship Fund
@ University of South Florida
Donate online: hitps://giving.ustedu/online gift {75336016
2:30pm @ SI. Justin Marlyr
10851 Ridge Rd. Seminole, FL.
“Paving the Way”

4:30pm @ Blessed Trinity
(Parish Hall)
1600 54™ Ave S. St. Pete, FL.

Are You Hoping to Receive One of
the Following Sacraments With Us?

Matrimony

Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese
in Florida requires at least six months preparation be-
fore marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Ge-
nereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment be-
fore setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would like to choose
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr.
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office to schedule an
appointment.

We are looking for members for the new

RESURRECTION
FUNERAL CHOIR

No audition and minimal rehearsal commitment

for more information www.btspmusic.org
contact Lisa Screeton at Iss@btsp.org




\

, Music
Instrumental
Ensemble

Begins January 25, 2026 at
the 9:30 a.m, Mass!

Contact Lisa Screeton to join
or with questions

Iss@btsp.org

join
the
Choir!

¢ SUPPORT THE SINGING OF THE ASSEMBLY
AT THE WEEKLY 9:30 AM MASS

* WEEKLY REHEARSAL THURSDAY AT 6:30 P.M.

¢ ALL VOICE PARTS NEEDED

e APOSITIVE SPIRIT AND DESIRE TO SERVE IS
ALL YOU NEED!

CONTACT LISA SCREETON

Iss@btsp.org

_ JOiﬁ the
St. Patrick's Day
Festnal (hmr'

Four 45-minute r
6:30 p.m. - 7:15 p.m.
February 19, 2026,

Contact Lisa Screeton
L btsp.org
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE

ITALY

DECEMBER 28, 2026 -
JANUARY 4, 2027

e PAPAL MASS ON JANUARY 1, 2027

e MASS AT ST. PAUL OUTSIDE THE WALLS

¢ TOUR THE VATICAN MUSEUMS

e SEE THE SISTINE CHAPEL

e MEALS, LUXURY HOTEL, AND AIR INCLUDED
* From $3795.00 per person (land only)

Comocf Lisa Screeton at Issebtsp.org
J www.petersway.com
EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

,g » N T

YOU'RE
INVITED TO

ENJOY A
STRAWBERRY

SHORTCAKE
HOSTED BY THE
SOCIAL GROUP

L
\1

':1- FEBRUARY 22R°
) STARTING AT 4:30

DUBR NG THE LYHN BARTOLOTTA
BENEFIT CORCIRT WH TIE
% PAREH HALL

Ash Wednesday

Good stewards realize they really
don't own anything. It all belongs
to God. It is not so much that God
owns them, but they are not ours
because we are called to offer
them to him.

The reality is that you and | were
born naked and with nothing. We
will die naked and with nothing. If
we really could possess something
material, there would be a way to
take it with us. But alas, it all slips
through our grasp and passes
away. And even though all of us
came from dust and to dust we
will return, through Jesus Christ
we will live forever in a perfect
state. The only thing we can take
with us? Our hearts and whether
or not we loved.



Second Collection will be for Catholic Mi_

T T T ks

Weekly Offering

Weekly Giving 02/08/26
Offertory $ 13,768
Other Donations $ 290
Restoring the Sacred $ 1,107
Catholic Ministry
Appeal $ 17,296
St. Vincentde Paul $ 539

Thank you for your
generosity!

Stewardship Prayer

O Divine Giver of all gifts,
grant us the daily graces we
need to follow closely in the
footsteps of Jesus in the way we
live out our lives and make use

of our gifts.

Daily, may we renew with You
our small part of the world by
allowing Your will to be accom-
plished in and through us.

Help us to trust in Your love for
us and to grow in our fidelity
and relationship with You.

We thank You for the trust You
place in us as stewards of our
personal gifts. May the Holy
Spirit guide us in placing our
time, talent and treasure at the
service of each other so that
together we may faithfully wit-
ness the Christian message and
thus become Your holy people.

Amen

Ave Maria University and
Saint Theresa of Calcutta Museum
Bus Pilgrimage

Feb 24, 2026, 7:30 am - 9:30 pm
Naples, 5050 Ave Maria Blvd, Ave Maria FL 34142

Join us on February 24, 2026 for a transformative Bus
Pilgrimage to Ave Maria University and the Saint Teresa
of Calcutta Museum. Step into a day filled with prayer,
beauty, and inspiration as we explore two remarkable Ro-
man Catholic destinations that illuminate the heart of the
Church.

Departs 7:30 am from Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church
5800 15th Ave S, Gulfport, Fl

Call: Jim Gillis, OFS 727-564-1733 for more information

Have breakfast, bring a bag lunch, stopping for dinner on the way back

&

Magnificat of St. Petersburg,
a Ministry to Women,
*Invites you to a Magnificat Meal

Saturday, February 21, 2026—9:30 am to 12:30 am
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle
Reservations—$18.00, Check payable to Magnificat
Join us for Mass at 8:15 am

Speaker: Floredenis Brown

Please mail your check, payable to Magnificat, to our treasurer, Linda Bar-
ron, 6069 Second Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33710. Checks must be
received by February 16, 2026. Your ticket will be at the door. Send your
check early-seating is limited.

Questions or Need More Information? E-mail magnificatofstpeters-
burg@gmail.com or text Jane at 727-452-7404 or Linda at 727-415-
2693.



Upcoming Events

Sunday, February 15
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC

Monday, February 16
President’s Day ~Office Closed

6:30 pm Life in the Spirit CYH
Tuesday, February 17

10:00 am Scripture Class CYH
Wednesday, February 18

Ash Wednesday

Masses at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 7:00 pm CH
No Adoration Today

Thursday, February 19

10:00 am BT Book Club FF
4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting FF
5:00 pm Handbell practice MR
6:30 pm Choir Practice MR
Friday, February 20

K of C Fish Fry Dinner 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm PC

Sunday, February 22
Faith Community Nursing Event during “Coffee and Donuts”

after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC
4:30 pm Bartolotta Concert and

Shortcake Social PC
Monday, February 23
7:00 pm Lenten Mission PC
Tuesday, February 24
10:00 am Scripture Class CYH
7:00 pm Lenten Mission PC
Wednesday, February 25
No Adoration Today
7:00 pm Lenten Mission PC
Thursday, February 26
5:00 pm Handbell practice MR
6:30 pm Choir Practice MR

Friday, February 27

Blessed Trinity Social Group Meeting after the 8:00 am Mass
Location is at Circo@5035 34th St S, St. Petersburg 33711

K of C Fish Fry Dinner 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm PC

Key for Events
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room,

PL=Parking Lot

Pastor
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

Clergy Assistance
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta
Fr. Eric Peters

Mass Schedule
Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday 8:00 am
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm
Sunday
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org

Confessions
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm

Parish Office
Monday—Friday
9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm

1600 54th Ave S
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712

Phone, (727) 867-3663
FAX, (727) 864-2679

Website, http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook

ﬁ flocknote

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at
btsp.flocknote.com



Diocese oF St. PETERSBURG
Office of the Bishop

MEMORANDUM

TO: Rev. Wayne Genereux, Pastor, Blessed Trinity Parish,
St. Petersburg

FROM: Most Rev. Gregory Parkes
RE: Rev. William Lau

DATE: February 9, 2026

| ask that you please make the following announcement at all Masses during this
coming weekend (February 14-15, 2026) or include it in the same weekend's
parish bulletin, if possible. It is likely that this notification may raise some
questions among the faithful and perhaps the media. Such questions should be
referred 1o the Office of Communications and Information of the Diocese of St.
Petersburg: (727) 344-1611. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Announcement from the Diocese: An accusation of inappropriate physical
contact with a minor has been made against Reverend William Lau, a retired
priest of the Diocese of Saint Petersburg, who formerly served as Parochial Vicar
of Blessed Trinity from February 1987 to June 1996.

The activity allegedly took place while Father Lau was serving at Christ the King
Parish, Tampa, from June 1980 to September 1982. The Diocese has notified

the State Aftorney’s office of the allegation.
Victims of abuse are encouraged to report crimes to local law enforcement.

They may also wish to contact Mr. John Lambert, LCSW, diocesan Victim
Assistance Coordinator at (866) 407-4505.

PO Box 40200, St. Petersburg; FL 33743-0200 | Office: 727-341-6830



Blessed Trinity Roman Catholic Church
Holy Week & Easter Liturgy Calendar
2026

March 28 & 29 Palm Sunday Weekend

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00 p.m.
Sunday Masses: 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 am.

March 30, 31, April 1 Morning Mass 8:00 a.m.

March 31 Chrism Mass
11:00 a.m. Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle (Also available on the Diocesan Website).

Celebrant: Most Reverend Gregory L. Parkes, and the Priests, and Deacons of the
Diocese

April 2, Holy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
8:00 a.m. Morning prayer is held, but there will not be a Mass.

7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
Altar of Repose for private prayer and meditation. Church closes at 9:30 p.m.

April 3, Good Friday: Divine Mercy Novena Chaplet Begins
8:00 a.m. Morning Prayer (There is no Mass). Church will remain open all day

8:30 a.m. Stations of the Cross
3:00 p.m. The Lord’s Passion
7:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Chaplet Novena Begins

April 4, Holy Saturday Easter Vigil
(Note: there is no 8:00 am Daily Mass and no 4:00 p.m. Saturday Vigil Mass)

Decorating for Easter (Church will be closed all morning).
6:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena Chaplet (Note: Time Change this day only).

8:00 p.m. Easter Vigil

April 5 Easter Sunday Masses (There will be no 6:30 a.m. Mass).

8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m. Divine Mercy Novena Chaplet

April 6-11, Divine Mercy Novena Chaplet Continues after Easter
7:00 p.m. Easter Sunday-Saturday April 12

April 12 Divine Mercy Mass Schedule
Masses: 8:00 a.m. (9:30 a.m. Special Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday), 11:30 am.



Journey Through Lent Calendar
40 Days of Renewal

February 18, Ash Wednesday

Masses: 8:00 am. 9:30am. 7:00 p.m.
Note: There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on Ash Wednesday

Beginning on Ash Wednesday, we are on a journey of internal disposition and intention to repent
and to start over, and this is the fruit of the season of Lent. The Ashes are an external sign of
that internal reality. Let us enter this Lenten Season with a repentant heart.

Blessed Trinity Lenten Mission Feb 23-24-25 —7:00 p.m. Parish Center
A Reflection on one of the most avoided teachings of our Catholic Faith: Hell!
Presenters: Rachel Dutilly and Joe Ciminera. You don’t want to miss this!

Daily Mass:
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
No Saturday Morning Masses or Communion Services

Holy Hour in the Presence of the Tabernacle / Wednesdays During Lent:
5:30 pm Rosary, 6:00-7:00 p.m. Holy Hour

Friday Stations of the Cross During Lent with Music:
6:00 p.m. in the Church Note: New time change

Daily Mass:

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.
No Saturday Morning Masses or Communion Services

Saturday and Sunday Masses
Saturday Vigil Mass 4:00 p.m.
Sunday 8:00 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 11:30 am.

Confessions:

Saturday Confessions are from 2:30 p.m.- 3:30 p.m. Note time Change

If you prefer to make an appointment for Confession outside of the Saturday schedule, call the

office at (727) 867-3663 and ask for Fr. Wayne

Penance Service: Thursday, March 26, 7:00 p.m. Brief Service followed by
individual Confession. Priests will be available to hear confessions.



Please Pray for Our Sick and

Arnold, Barbara Genereux, Carol Parillo, Dave H : H

Baker Family Grace, Kelly Parmigiani, Valerie AnOIntlng Of the SICk
Barhorst, Brady Grimberg, Carol Preeper, Helen To request the Anointing
Becker, Mary Gutske, Karl Riley, Marie :

Brown, Bob & Beverly Hawkins, Ashlyn Riordan, Donald of the Sick for yourself or
Calamita, John Hawkins, Barbara Romani, Angelo a loved one, Please con-
Christ, Kathryn Helbig, Len Sacks, Laura tact the parish office,
Connor, Kathryn Hoffman, Bette Schulz, Ingrid 727-867-3663.

Cisek, Marilyn Hoskins, Kevin Shelby, Montez

Clark, Christine and Joyal, Christina Smith, Elizabeth

Henry Kartsaklis, Michael Stankiewicz, Cy ri f r

Clark, Brittany Noel Kehoe, Jonna and Michael  Vanderbeck, Cindy G € Suppo t

Clark, Matthew Pierce Klima, Sue Vanderbeck, Jay At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief
Comeau, Teresa Kraynak, Gary Walsh, Thomas Support is available by calling Rachel at
Cortez, Patrick Lague, Norbert Watson, Linda hpp h h i Y G g

Coughlin, Bernadette Lashley, Diana Youngman, Ruth the . c urc‘ ornce. roup suppo.rt
Curcio, Louis LeVan, George Zajac, Leslie meetings will take place when a group is
Daniels, Joshua Lewis, Cynthia formed. For more information call 867-
D’Azzo, Lina Mays, Hank 3663

Delong, Judy Membreno, Mary & Gus '

Delong, Todd Narinelly, Sarah

Feltes, Lauren Newcomb, Jeff . .

Fitzgerald, Dan 0'Connor, Mary If you or a close family member would like to be

added or removed from our prayer list, please

Gawlik, Frank and Sofia Parillo, Ceil contact the parish office at 727-867-3663.
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> Funeral & Cremartion Services

Scan to get
started!

Quality, Compassion, &

E > E ‘Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC [ Personalized Care
< Since 1987
=0 | o 727.748.1580
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Visit 4lpi.com/advertising-solutions |
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Licensed Funeral Director,
Managing Director

PUdIE alL ASPEN N. DONOHUE
PUdME

ADT-Monitored -l |
Home Security %E :

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

Advertise Here!

® Burglary ® Flood Detection
® Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

SafeStreets

e catholicmatch’

— 8T FMETERSBURG —

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL
Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com |
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710 1 Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
o 727-954-0204 e Barbara ]. Pace CFC 1427395

Funeral Home & Memorial Chapel
Michael Moloney Brian Moloney

Family Owned | Veteran Owned
Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

27247 23rd Ave. North

727-323-2300 st Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

| www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com |

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com Blessed Trinity Catholic Church, St Petershurg, FL 16-0289




4810 Central Avenue

Brett Funeral Home H55ac A

www.brettfuneralhome.net

&) Crema«tlon SerceS Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

CENTURY 21

Does your
organization
need a
newsletter?

We’'ll cover the
printing costs!

NANCY LABARE

Realtor | CENTURY 21 Coastal Allia
{earn mora at i “Every family and every dream deserves a home
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NEW

From St. Paul’s Community

St. Paul’s
Cat

bulletin!

Subscribe

Have our bulletin emailed
to you every week.
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