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Ash Wednesday reminds us to focus on inner 
change during Lent

Philip Kosloski - published on 
03/04/25

Lent is a season in the Church devot-
ed almost enࢼrely to a Chrisࢼan 
"rebirth," where we examine our lives 
and discern where we have dri[ed 
away from God.
While the month of January in secular 
culture is typically devoted to New 
Year's resoluঞons and implemenঞng 
various changes in our lives, the Church 
provides the season of Lent for similar 
purposes.

Lent is a ঞme when we need to examine our lives and quesঞon how close we are to God.

Spiritual renewal is at the heart of the season of Lent, and the Church encourages us to fully embrace it.

For example, on Ash Wednesday one opঞon for the priest or minister to use when imposing ashes are the 
words, "Repent and believe in the Gospel." This helps cement even more the idea that we need to turn around 
our lives toward God.

Born again

Pope Benedict XVI elaborated on this spiritual aspect of Lent in a general audience in 2007 on Ash Wednes-
day. He speciCcally connected it to those preparing for Bapঞsm and how each one of us needs to prepare to 
be "reborn" in a spiritual way:

Lent is a renewed "catechumenate" for us too, in which once again we approach our Bapঞsm to rediscover 
and relive it in depth, to return to being truly Chrisঞan. Lent is thus an opportunity to "become" Chrisঞan 
"anew", through a constant process of inner change and progress in the knowledge and love of Christ. Conver-
sion is never once and for all but is a process, an interior journey through the whole of life.

In many ways this is why the Church encourages Lenten sacriCces, in hopes that the things we give up will 
lead us to open our hearts wide to God's grace.

This is one of the reasons why giving up chocolate may be one good thing to do during Lent, it shouldn't be 
our only sacriCce.
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... Continued from cover Mass Intenঞons  
Saturday, February 14, Vigil for Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
4:00 p.m. John and Teresa Cirillo (dec) 

Sunday, February 15, Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
8:00 a.m. Anderson Pena and Silvia Lopez (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Dr. Dwight Valenঞne (dec) 

Monday, February 16, Weekday in Ordinary Time 

8:00 a.m. Amaral Family (dec) 

Tuesday, February 17,  
8:00 a.m. Elly McManus (dec) 

Wednesday, February 18, Ash Wednesday 
8:00 a.m. Jeane�e Noest (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Vocaঞons  
7:00 p.m. Mary Beth Haining (dec) 

Thursday, February 19, Thursday a[er Ash Wednesday 

8:00 a.m. Louis and Steve Forteau 69th Wedding Anniversary (liv) 

Friday, February 20, Friday a[er Ash Wednesday 
8:00 a.m. Jean Lambert (dec) 

Saturday, February 21, Vigil for First Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec) 

Sunday, February 22, First Sunday of Lent  
8:00 a.m. Dan Ayers (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Francisca Ruiz (dec) 

We need to look intenঞonally at 
our spiritual life to discern where 
we need to grow. 

Instead of giving something up, we 
may decide to pray more on a dai-
ly basis, sacriCcing our ঞme to the 
Lord. 

Above all, Lent is about conver-
sion of heart, which Pope Bene-
dict XVI explains: 

To be converted thus means not 
pursuing one's own personal suc-
cess - that is something ephemeral 
- but giving up all human security, 
treading in the Lord's footsteps 
with simplicity and trust so that 
Jesus may become for each one, 
as Blessed Teresa of Calcu�a 
liked to say, "my All in all". 

Whether we realize it or not, we 
are all in need of conversion and 
Lent is the perfect ঞme to renew 
our e@orts to let God truly reach 
the depths of our hearts. 

It is a ঞme to let ourselves be 
"born again" in our spiritual lives. 
Originally published at Aleteia.org, 
reprinted with permission  

Blessed Trinity Lenten Mission 

A ReYecঞon of one of the most avoided 
teachings of our Catholic Fath: Hell! 

February 23, 24, and 25 at 7:00 pm 

Parish Center 
• Witness talk: Do all good people go to 

heaven? 

• Why we deny, minimize or ignore the 
truth about hell. 

• If God is Love, why does hell exist? 

• How important is the RCC’s doctrine 
on hell? Does it really ma�er? 

• A reminder of Jesus’ teachings and warnings about hell judgement 
• The need to understand the truth about hell in today’s world 

• Video clips: Msgr. Charles Pope 

There is no be�er ঞme to reYect on Hell than at a Lenten Mission! 

Presenters: Rachel Duঞlly and Joe Ciminera 
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Are You Hoping to Receive One of 
the Following Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulaঞons on your engagement! Every Diocese 
in Florida requires at least six months preparaঞon be-
fore marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Ge-
nereux, at the Parish OLce for an appointment be-
fore seমng a date. 

Bapঞsm 
We are honored that you would like to choose 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the bapঞsm of 
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. 
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish OLce to schedule an 
appointment.  
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Ash Wednesday 

Good stewards realize they really 
don't own anything. It all belongs 
to God. It is not so much that God 
owns them, but they are not ours 
because we are called to o@er 
them to him.  

The reality is that you and I were 
born naked and with nothing. We 
will die naked and with nothing. If 
we really could possess something 
material, there would be a way to 
take it with us. But alas, it all slips 
through our grasp and passes 
away. And even though all of us 
came from dust and to dust we 
will return, through Jesus Christ 
we will live forever in a perfect 
state. The only thing we can take 
with us? Our hearts and whether 
or not we loved. 
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Second Collecঞon will be for Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Stewardship Prayer 

O Divine Giver of all gifts, 
grant us the daily graces we 
need to follow closely in the 
footsteps of Jesus in the way we 
live out our lives and make use 
of our gifts. 

Daily, may we renew with You 
our small part of the world by 
allowing Your will to be accom-
plished in and through us. 

Help us to trust in Your love for 
us and to grow in our fidelity 
and relationship with You. 

We thank You for the trust You 
place in us as stewards of our 
personal gifts. May the Holy 
Spirit guide us in placing our 
time, talent and treasure at the 
service of each other so that 
together we may faithfully wit-
ness the Christian message and 
thus become Your holy people. 

Amen 

Weekly O@ering 

Weekly Giving 02/08/26 
O@ertory  $ 13,768 

Other Donaঞons $      290 

Restoring the Sacred $   1,107 

Catholic Ministry  
Appeal   $ 17,296 

St. Vincent de Paul $      539 

Thank you for your  
generosity! 

Ave Maria University and  
Saint Theresa of Calcu�a Museum  

Bus Pilgrimage 

Feb 24, 2026, 7:30 am – 9:30 pm 

Naples, 5050 Ave Maria Blvd, Ave Maria FL 34142 

Join us on February 24, 2026 for a transformaঞve Bus 
Pilgrimage to Ave Maria University and the Saint Teresa 
of Calcu�a Museum. Step into a day Clled with prayer, 
beauty, and inspiraঞon as we explore two remarkable Ro-
man Catholic desঞnaঞons that illuminate the heart of the 
Church. 
Departs 7:30 am from Holy Name of Jesus Catholic Church 

5800 15th Ave S, Gulfport, Fl 
Call: Jim Gillis, OFS 727-564-1733 for more informaঞon 

Have breakfast, bring a bag lunch, stopping for dinner on the way back 

MagniCcat of St. Petersburg,  
a Ministry to Women, 

Invites you to a MagniCcat Meal 
Saturday, February 21, 2026—9:30 am to 12:30 am 

Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle 

Reservaঞons—$18.00, Check payable to MagniCcat 
Join us for Mass at 8:15 am  
Speaker: Floredenis Brown 

Please mail your check, payable to MagniCcat, to our treasurer, Linda Bar-
ron, 6069 Second Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL  33710. Checks must be 
received by February 16, 2026. Your ࢼcket will be at the door. Send your 
check early-seaࢼng is limited.  

Quesঞons or Need More Informaঞon? E-mail magniCcatofstpeters-
burg@gmail.com or text Jane at 727-452-7404 or Linda at 727-415-

2693. 
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Upcoming Events 
Sunday, February 15 

Co@ee and Donuts a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses  PC 

Monday, February 16 
President’s Day ~OLce Closed 
6:30 pm  Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, February 17 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, February 18 
Ash Wednesday 
Masses at 8:00 am, 9:30 am, and 7:00 pm   CH 

No Adoraঞon Today 

Thursday, February 19 
10:00 am BT Book Club     FF 

4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeঞng   FF 

5:00 pm Handbell pracঞce    MR 

6:30 pm Choir Pracঞce     MR 

Friday, February 20 

K of C Fish Fry Dinner 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm   PC 

Sunday, February 22 

Faith Community Nursing Event during “Co@ee and Donuts” 
a[er the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses    PC 

4:30 pm Bartolo�a Concert and 

  Shortcake Social    PC 

Monday, February 23 
7:00 pm Lenten Mission    PC 

Tuesday, February 24 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

7:00 pm Lenten Mission    PC 

Wednesday, February 25 
No Adoraঞon Today 
7:00 pm Lenten Mission    PC 

Thursday, February 26 
5:00 pm Handbell pracঞce    MR 

6:30 pm Choir Pracঞce     MR 

Friday, February 27 

Blessed Trinity Social Group Meeঞng a[er the 8:00 am Mass 

Locaঞon is at Circo@5035 34th St S, St. Petersburg 33711 

K of C Fish Fry Dinner 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm   PC 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,  

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formaঞon Room, 
PL=Parking Lot 

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 

Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 

Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 

Fr. Victor Bartolo�a 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

Sunday 
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:45-3:45 pm 

Parish OLce 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 

FAX, (727) 864-2679  
Website, h�p://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 









Arnold, Barbara 

Baker Family 

Barhorst, Brady 

Becker, Mary 

Brown, Bob & Beverly 

Calamita, John 

Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 

Cisek, Marilyn 

Clark, Chrisঞne and 

Henry 

Clark, Bri�any Noel 
Clark, Ma�hew Pierce 

Comeau, Teresa 

Cortez, Patrick 

Coughlin, Bernade�e 

Curcio, Louis 

Daniels, Joshua 

D’Azzo, Lina 

DeLong, Judy 

DeLong, Todd 

Feltes, Lauren 

Fitzgerald, Dan 

Gawlik, Frank and SoCa 

Genereux, Carol 
Grace, Kelly 

Grimberg, Carol 
Gutske, Karl 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 

Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 

Ho@man, Be�e 

Hoskins, Kevin 

Joyal, Chrisঞna 

Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Klima, Sue 

Kraynak, Gary 

Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 

LeVan, George 

Lewis, Cynthia 

Mays, Hank 

Membreno, Mary & Gus 

Narinelly, Sarah 

Newcomb, Je@ 

O’Connor, Mary 

Parillo, Ceil 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish oLce at 727-867-3663. 

Anoinঞng of the Sick 
To request the Anoinঞng 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish oLce, 
727-867-3663. 

Parillo, Dave 

Parmigiani, Valerie 

Preeper, Helen 

Riley, Marie 

Riordan, Donald 

Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 

Schulz, Ingrid 

Shelby, Montez 

Smith, Elizabeth 

Stankiewicz, Cy 

Vanderbeck, Cindy 

Vanderbeck, Jay 

Walsh, Thomas 

Watson, Linda 

Youngman, Ruth 

Zajac, Leslie 

Grief Support 
At this ঞme, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church oLce. Group support 
meeঞngs will take place when a group is 
formed. For more informaঞon call 867-

3663. 

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.
Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.

Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@Ŵoridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com

	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 

Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com

            For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com                   Blessed Trinity Catholic Church, St Petersburg, FL	      16-0289



	 4810 Central Avenue

	 Tel. 727-321-3321

	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 

4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  

NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 

   that feels just right.” 
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Contact Trey Hill
thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x02613


