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Moral responsibility to stop spiral of violence: 
Pope on Iran 

Kathleen N. Hattrup - published on 03/01/26 

We are faced "with the possibility of a tragedy of 
enormous proportions," warned Pope Leo in urg-
ing the faithful to pray for peace. 

Regarding the situation in the Middle East, Pope 
Leo made a "heartfelt appeal" after leading the 
midday Angelus with the faithful in St. Peter's 
Square. He urged the leaders to "assume their 
moral responsibility to stop the spiral of violence 
before it becomes an irreparable abyss!" And he 
asked the faithful to continue to pray for peace. 

He also mentioned the situation between Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

While set already months ago, the Pope's intention for this month of March is a direct answer to the events of 
the weekend: 

The March intention is: 

For disarmament and peace. 
Let us pray that nations move toward effective disarmament, particularly nuclear disarmament, 
and that world leaders choose the path of dialogue and diplomacy instead of violence. 

Here is what Pope Leo said after the Angelus. 

I am following with deep concern what is happening in the Middle East and Iran at this dramatic time. 
Stability and peace cannot be built through mutual threats or weapons, which sow destruction, pain 
and death, but only through reasonable, authentic and responsible dialogue. 

Faced with the possibility of a tragedy of enormous proportions, I make a heartfelt appeal to the par-
ties involved to assume their moral responsibility to stop the spiral of violence before it becomes an ir-
reparable abyss! May diplomacy regain its role and promote the good of peoples who yearn for peace-
ful coexistence based on justice. And let us continue to pray for peace. 

In addition, worrying news is coming in these days of clashes between Pakistan and Afghanistan. I raise 
my plea for an urgent return to dialogue. Let us pray together that harmony may prevail in all conflicts 
throughout the world. Only peace, God's gift, can heal the wounds between peoples. 

https://aleteia.org/author/kathleen-hattrup/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/it/angelus/2026/documents/20260301-angelus.html
https://www.popesprayer.va/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/ING-PRAYER-INTENTIONS-OF-THE-HOLY-FATHER-2026-1.pdf
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Mass Intentions  
Saturday, March 7, Vigil for Third Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m. Carrie Edwards (dec) 

Sunday, March 8, Third Sunday of Lent  
8:00 a.m. Yanile Sarmiento (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Violet McKay-Serrano (dec) 

Monday, March 9, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Jack Sanderson (dec) 

Tuesday, March 10, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Robert Smith (dec) 

Wednesday, March 11, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, March 12, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Debbie Zornow (liv) 

Friday, March 13, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Dcn. Ferdinand (dec) 

Saturday, March 14, Vigil for Fourth Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec) 

Sunday, March 15, Fourth Sunday of Lent  
8:00 a.m. Bernie Young (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Charlie and Peggy Cummins (dec) 

Pray with us: St. John 
XXIII’s prayer for peace 
We join the saints in praying for 
peace. We especially entrust to 
Our Lady, Queen of Peace, the 
intention of world peace. 

In his 1963 encyclical, Pacem in 
Terris (Peace on Earth), St. John 
XXIII voiced this prayer: 

Let us, then, pray with all fervor 
for this peace which our divine 
Redeemer came to bring us. 

May He banish from the souls of 
men whatever might endanger 
peace. May He transform all men 
into witnesses of truth, justice, 
and brotherly love. 

May He illumine with His light the 
minds of rulers, so that, besides 
caring for the proper material wel-
fare of their peoples, they may 
also guarantee them the fairest 
gift of peace.  

Finally, may Christ inflame the de-
sires of all men to break through 
the barriers which divide them, to 
strengthen the bonds of mutual 
love, to learn to understand one 
another, and to pardon those who 
have done them wrong. 

Through His power and inspiration 
may all peoples welcome each 
other to their hearts as brothers, 
and may the peace they long for 
ever flower and ever reign among 
them. 

Originally published at Aleteia.org, 
reprinted with permission  

https://www.vatican.va/content/john-xxiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/john-xxiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem.html
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CASTING A CALL TO OUR  
THEATER LOVERS 

You are invited to join the Blessed Trinity Social 
Group for a matinee performance of 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT, THE MUSICAL 
The epic journey of Moses, with a message  

of hope and freedom Score by Stephen Swartz,  
his credits include Godspell and Wicked 

Palm Sunday, March 29 at 2:00 pm 

Mix, mingle and ticket pickup prior to the  
performance, in the lobby, at 1:30 pm 

St. Pete City Theatre, the Little Theatre 
4025 31st Street South, St. Petersburg 

$25.00 per person 

Cash to Sylvia Foster after 9:30 am Mass on  
March 15 or March 22 in the Parish Hall  

For questions contact Sylvia, fredfost@yahoo.com 

mailto:fredfost@yahoo.com
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Second Collection will be for Restoring the Sacred 

Weekly Offering 
Weekly Giving 02/22/26 

 Offertory   $  13,414 

 Other Donations  $    3,799 

 Catholic Ministry Appeal $         10 

 St. Vincent de Paul  $    3,196 

Weekly Giving 03/01/26 

 Offertory   $  15,840 

 Other Donations  $    2,280 

 Restoring the Sacred  $       460 

 St. Vincent de Paul  $       600 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Are You Hoping to Re-
ceive One of the Fol-
lowing Sacraments 

With Us? 
Matrimony 

Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida re-
quires at least six months prepara-
tion before marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office to sched-
ule an appointment.  
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Upcoming Events 
Saturday, March 7 
2:30 pm –3:30 pm Confessions in the Cry Room  CH 

Sunday, March 8 
Coffee & Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, March 9 
6:30 pm Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, March 10 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, March 11 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm—7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, March 12 
5:00 pm Handbell practice    MR 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Friday, March 13 
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross    CH 

Saturday, March 14 
2:30 pm –3:30 pm Confessions in the Cry Room  CH 
5:00 pm Knights of Columbus St. Patrick’s Dinner PC 

Sunday, March 15 
Coffee & Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 

Monday, March 16 
6:30 pm Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, March 17 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, March 18 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm—7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, March 19 
10:00 am Book Club     FF 
4:00 pm SVDP Meeting     FF 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Friday, March 20 
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross    CH 

Saturday, March 21 
2:30 pm –3:30 pm Confessions in the Cry Room  CH 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,  

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room, 
PL=Parking Lot 

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 
Fr. Victor Bartolotta 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 
Sunday 

8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm 

Parish Office 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 
FAX, (727) 864-2679  

Website, http://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 

http://btsp.org/


Arnold, Barbara 
Baker Family 
Barhorst, Brady 
Becker, Mary 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Calamita, John 
Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 
Cisek, Marilyn 
Clark, Christine and 
Henry 
Clark, Brittany Noel 
Clark, Matthew Pierce 
Comeau, Teresa 
Cortez, Patrick 
Coughlin, Bernadette 
Curcio, Louis 
Daniels, Joshua 
D’Azzo, Lina 
DeLong, Judy 
DeLong, Todd 
Feltes, Lauren 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Gawlik, Frank and Sofia 

Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Gutske, Karl 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Hoskins, Kevin 
Joyal, Christina 
Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Klima, Sue 
Kraynak, Gary 
Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Mays, Hank 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Narinelly, Sarah 
Newcomb, Jeff 
O’Connor, Mary 
Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish office at 727-867-3663. 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 
727-867-3663. 

Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riley, Marie 
Riordan, Donald 
Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 
Schulz, Ingrid 
Shelby, Montez 
Smith, Elizabeth 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Vanderbeck, Cindy 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Watson, Linda 
Youngman, Ruth 
Zajac, Leslie 

Grief Support 
At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church office. Group support 
meetings will take place when a group is 
formed. For more information call 867-
3663. 

Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300 27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 
Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204
www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue
	 Tel. 727-321-3321
	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 
   that feels just right.” 
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Contact Trey Hill
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