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Pope notes 3 
Gospel passages 
for beginning a 
new life 

Kathleen N. Hattrup - published on 03/08/26 

"Dear friends, there is no energy better spent than that dedicated to freeing our heart." 

Before praying the midday Angelus on this 3rd Sunday of Lent, Pope Leo noted how the Gospel reading of this 
liturgy and those to come "illuminate the path of those who, at Easter, will receive Baptism and begin a new 
life." They are passages to help catechumens, those who are joining the Church, and also to help all of us "be 
more authentic and joyful Christians." 

The Holy Father pointed out one small fruit to take from the passage: ...how beautiful it is when we lose track 
of time in order to give attention to the person we are encountering, as we see in this passage. 

Here is the full translation of his brief reflection: 

Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday! 

Since the first centuries of the Church’s history, the dialogue between Jesus and the Samaritan woman, the 
healing of the man born blind, and the resurrection of Lazarus illuminate the path of those who, at Easter, will 
receive Baptism and begin a new life. These great Gospel passages, which we read beginning this Sunday, are 
intended for the catechumens to help them on their journey to become Christians. At the same time, these 
passages are heard once again by the entire community of believers to help them to be more authentic and 
joyful Christians. 

Indeed, Jesus is the response to our thirst. As he suggested to the Samaritan woman, the encounter with him 
stirs in the depths of each person “a spring of water gushing up to eternal life” ( Jn 4:14). How many people in 
the entire world are searching even today for this spiritual spring! “Sometimes I am there too,” writes the 
young Etty Hillesum in her diary. “But more often stones and grit block the well, and God is buried beneath. 
Then he must be dug out again.”[1] Dear friends, there is no energy better spent than that dedicated to freeing 
our heart. For this reason, Lent is a gift: we are starting the third week and now we are able to intensify the 
journey! 

It is also written in the Gospel that: “His disciples came [and] they were astonished that he was speaking with a 
woman” (Jn 4:27). They are reluctant to accept his mission as their own, so the Master has to prompt them: 
“Do you not say, ‘Four months more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the 
fields are ripe for harvesting” (Jn4:35). The Lord still says to his Church: “Lift up your eyes and recognize God’s 

https://aleteia.org/author/kathleen-hattrup/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/angelus/2026/documents/20260308-angelus.html#_ftn1
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... Continued from cover 
Mass Intentions  

Saturday, March 14, Vigil for Fourth Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec) 

Sunday, March 15, Fourth Sunday of Lent  
8:00 a.m. Bernie Young (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Charlie and Peggy Cummins (dec) 

Monday, March 16, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Daniel J. Ayers (liv) 

Tuesday, March 17, Solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed 
 Virgin Mary 
8:00 a.m. Fr. Theophile Hostie (liv) 

Wednesday, March 18, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, March 19, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Candace Getgen (liv) 

Friday, March 20, Lenten Weekday 
8:00 a.m. Debra DiRico (dec) 

Saturday, March 21, Vigil for Fifth Sunday of Lent 
4:00 p.m. Helene Logue (dec) 

Sunday, March 22, Fifth Sunday of Lent  
8:00 a.m. Ann Deakins (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Polycarpo Tran (dec) 

surprises!” In the fields, four 
months prior to the harvest, one 
sees practically nothing. But there, 
where we see nothing, grace is 
already at work and its fruits are 
ready to be gathered. The harvest 
is great: perhaps the workers are 
few because they are distracted 
by other activities. Jesus, on the 
other hand, is attentive. According 
to custom, he ought to have simp-
ly ignored that Samaritan woman; 
instead, Jesus speaks with her, 
listens to her, and shows her re-
spect – without a hidden agenda 
and without disdain. 

How many people seek in the 
Church this same sensitivity, this 
availability! And how beautiful it is 
when we lose track of time in or-
der to give attention to the person 
we are encountering, as we see in 
this passage. Jesus was so spiritu-
ally nourished by God’s desire to 
reach people on the deepest lev-
els that he even forgot to eat 
(cf. Jn 4:34). Thus, the Samaritan 
woman becomes the first of many 
female evangelizers. Because of 
her testimony, many from her vil-
lage of despised and rejected peo-
ple came to meet Jesus, and also 
in them faith bubbled forth like 
pure water. 

Sisters and brothers, today let us 
ask Mary, Mother of the Church, 
to be able to serve, with Jesus and 
like Jesus, those men and women 
thirsting for truth and justice. This 
is not the time for opposition be-
tween one church and another, 
between “us” and “them”: those 
who worship God seek to be men 
and women of peace, who wor-
ship him in Spirit and in truth 
(cf. Jn 4:23-24). 

Originally published at Aleteia.org, 
reprinted with permission  

Fridays at 6:00 pm in March 

Good Friday, April 3 at 8:30 am 
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Are You Hoping to Receive One of 
the Following Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese 
in Florida requires at least six months preparation be-
fore marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Ge-
nereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment be-
fore setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would like to choose 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. 
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office to schedule an 
appointment.  

CASTING A CALL TO OUR  
THEATER LOVERS 

You are invited to join the Blessed Trinity Social 
Group for a matinee performance of 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT, THE MUSICAL 
The epic journey of Moses, with a message  

of hope and freedom Score by Stephen Swartz,  
his credits include Godspell and Wicked 

Palm Sunday, March 29 at 2:00 pm 

Mix, mingle and ticket pickup prior to the  
performance, in the lobby, at 1:30 pm 

St. Pete City Theatre, the Little Theatre 
4025 31st Street South, St. Petersburg 

$25.00 per person 

Cash to Sylvia Foster after 9:30 am Mass on  
March 15 or March 22 in the Parish Hall  

For questions contact Sylvia, fredfost@yahoo.com 

An Evening to Remember 
Dinner Cruise Experience 

Thursday, April 23 

Starlite Dinner Cruise 

3400 Pasadena Ave S 

Boarding at 6:30 pm 

Departing promptly at 7:00 pm 

Cost is $67.45  

Includes this amazing cruise, dinner, a choice between 
10 entrees, house dessert, coffee or tea and  

entertainment, tax and tip included. 

You must have your money to  
Susan or Jim Kruse by March 29 

mailto:fredfost@yahoo.com
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Second Collection will be for Catholic Relief Services 

St. Anthony’s Prayer 
for Peace of Mind 

O holy Saint Anthony, your 
deep faith in Jesus Christ com-
forted your heart, especially 
during times of trial and dis-
tress. Help me grow in faith, so 
I may experience peace of mind 
and heart in my present needs 
(Here mention). Free me from 
undue anxiety, needless worry, 
and burdensome fears. Grant 
me sure confidence, unfailing 
trust in God’s loving mercy and 
daily serenity. ~ Amen 

Weekly Offering 
Weekly Giving 03/08/26 

Offertory  $  13,026 

Other Donations $  16,160 

Restoring the Sacred $       703 

St. Vincent de Paul $       115 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Lung Cancer Screenings 
Representatives from Moffitt Cancer Center will be at Coffee and Do-
nuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses this weekend to educate 
and answer questions about lung cancer screenings. 

The Lung Cancer Screening Bus will be doing screenings in our parking 
lot on June 20 by appointment only. If you are a smoker or former 
smoker you may get this valuable screening free of charge. 

Come enjoy coffee and donuts and get some valuable information.  
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Upcoming Events 
Saturday, March 14 
2:30 pm –3:30 pm Confessions in the Cry Room  CH 
5:00 pm Knights of Columbus St. Patrick’s Dinner PC 

Sunday, March 15 
Coffee & Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses PC 
Moffitt Cancer Center will be at Coffee and Donuts  
after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses   PC 

Monday, March 16 
6:30 pm Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, March 17 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, March 18 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm—7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, March 19 
10:00 am Book Club     FF 
4:00 pm SVDP Meeting     FF 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Friday, March 20 
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross    CH 

Saturday, March 21 
2:30 pm –3:30 pm Confessions in the Cry Room  CH 

Sunday, March 22 
Coffee & Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses CYH 

Monday, March 23 
6:30 pm Life in the Spirit    CYH 

Tuesday, March 24 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, March 25 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm—7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, March 26 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 
7:00 pm Penance Service,  
  followed by individual confessions  CH 

Friday, March 27 
BT Social Group Meeting after 8:00 am Mass @ Form 43 X Sugar Baby 
located at 2621 Fairfield Ave S in the Warehouse Arts District 
6:00 pm Stations of the Cross    CH 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CH=Church,  

CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CR=Choir Room, FF=Faith Formation Room, 
PL=Parking Lot 

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 
Fr. Victor Bartolotta 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 
Sunday 

8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm 

Parish Office 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 
FAX, (727) 864-2679  

Website, http://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 

http://btsp.org/


Arnold, Barbara 
Baker Family 
Barhorst, Brady 
Barhorst, Rosemary 
Becker, Mary 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Calamita, John 
Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 
Cisek, Marilyn 
Clark, Christine and 
Henry 
Clark, Brittany Noel 
Clark, Matthew Pierce 
Comeau, Teresa 
Cortez, Patrick 
Coughlin, Bernadette 
Curcio, Louis 
Daniels, Joshua 
D’Azzo, Lina 
DeLong, Judy 
DeLong, Todd 
Feltes, Lauren 
Fitzgerald, Dan 

Gawlik, Frank and Sofia 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Gutske, Karl 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Hoskins, Kevin 
Joyal, Christina 
Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Klima, Sue 
Kraynak, Gary 
Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Mays, Hank 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Narinelly, Sarah 
Newcomb, Jeff 
O’Connor, Mary 
Palys, Constance 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish office at 727-867-3663. 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 
727-867-3663. 

Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riley, Marie 
Riordan, Donald 
Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 
Schulz, Ingrid 
Shelby, Montez 
Smith, Elizabeth 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Vanderbeck, Cindy 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Walsh, Thomas 
Watson, Linda 
Youngman, Ruth 
Zajac, Leslie 

Grief Support 
At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church office. Group support 
meetings will take place when a group is 
formed. For more information call 867-
3663. 

Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300 27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 
Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204
www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue
	 Tel. 727-321-3321
	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 
   that feels just right.” 
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Contact Trey Hill
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(800) 950-9952 x02613


